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BOOK VI. 


| Lthough by the treaty of Peronne, all im- 
: A ginable precautions had been 
taken to terminate the diffe- 1470. 
rences between the king and the duke April 2. 
of Burgundy, and to provide againſt ſuch 
as might afterwards ariſe, yet it was hardly poſſible 
that peace ſhould ſubſiſt long between theſe two 
princes. They hated one another perſonally, and 
lived in perpetual jealouſies and diſtruſt, ſtrangers to 
that eſteem, Which, without deſtroy ing rivalſhip, 
ſtill leaves room for ſentiments of generoſity, A 
fair repreſentation is often ſufficient to adjuſt and 
ſettle the moſt oppoſite intereſts, but peace is incom- 
patible with paſſion. Theſe princes ſo well knew 
how little they could depend upon treaties ; that if 
we except thoſe of Conflans and Peronne, which 
were in reality forced, they never cared to proceed 
any farther than truces, which decided nothing, 
and by giving them time to breathe, ſerved only to 
make their hatred break out afterwards with greater 
violence. Many other obſtacles of a different na- 
ture, and which depended not upon themſelves, 
contributed alſo to keep them at variance, The 
_ Engliſh were ſtill in hopes of recovering one day 
Vel. II. VV what 
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what they had loſt in France, and left no means 
untried to draw off the allies of that crown. The 


duke of Britany was continually employed in con- 


triving to raiſe up enemies againſt the king, that he 
might hinder him from turning his thoughts towards 


Britany. And the duke of Guyenne, notwith- 
ſtanding the promiſe he had made, ſtill flattered him- 

ſelf with the hope of marrying the heireſs of Bur- 
gundy, and at this very time was courting duke 


Charles's friendſhip; he even wrote him a ſhort note, 
which contained theſe words, endeavour what you can 


10 content your ſubjects, don't be uneaſy, for you will 
find friends enow, The deſigns of the princes were 

publick and open, but there were many particular 
intereſts unknown, and therefore the more danger- 


ous. The conſtable was afraid that a peace would 
diminiſh his credit and penſions, which were very 


conſiderable. He received yearly thirty thouſand 
livres, beſides the ſalary of his office, and had four 
hundred men at arms paid every muſter, without 
either comptroller or inſpector. All that had com- 
panies of ordinance, were of the ſame ſentiments * 


with the conſtable, and dreaded a reform of the 


troops. And even fuch as had neither places nor 
penſions, were yet willing to keep the king employed 
abroad, leſt his natural reſtleſsneſs of temper ſhould 


put him upon making alterations at home. In a 


word, they all conſpired to make the king ſubſer- 
vient to their particular views, but were at the fame 


time very careful to conceal their real deſigns. The 


moſt abſolute princes are thereby but the more ex- 
poſed to ſeduction; they often obey foreign impreſ- 


fions without knowing it, and are ſometimes per- 


ſuaded to regard, as their own, the meaſures that 
have been ſuggeſted to them by others. 


The conſtable deceived both the king and the 


duke of Burgundy, in order to make them ſubſer- | 
vient to a deſign he had long formed, of rendering 
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himſelf independent. It was his ſtudy to keep up a 
mutual jealouſy between them. Sometimes he wrote 
to the duke, that the number of malecontents in- 
creaſed daily in France, and that by giving his 
daughter in marriage to the duke of Guyenne, he 
would ſoon be in condition to give law to the king- 
dom. At other times he endeavoured to perſuade 
the king that Flanders and Brabant were ripe for an 
inſurrection, and gave him hopes of being in a very 
ſhort time maſter of St. Quintin, We ſhall ſee by 
what means he ſurprized that place ; yet did he not, 
according to his promiſe, reſtore it to the king. He 
at laſt drew upon himſelf the hatred of the two 
princes, and his deſigns againſt the ſtate proved fatal 
only to himſelf, Lewis, who never declared againſt 
his enemies, till after uſing all probable : 
methods to draw them to his alliance, January. 
ſent the collar of the order of St. Michael | 
to the duke of Britany; but the duke declined it, 
However, fearing to be charged with having juſtly 
irritated the king by ſuch an affront, he ſent hin 
word, that upon examining the ſtatutes of the order, 
he found ſome articles, which permitted not his ae- 
cepting of the proffered honour: as that he could 
belong to no other order, nor by conſequence inſti- 
tute one himſelf ; adding, that as he was a ſove- 
reign prince, he could not bring himſelf under the 
ſame engagements with an ordinary knight. 
The king was highly offended at the duke's re- 
fuſal; he aſſembled the ban and arriere-ban of the 
provinces of Normandy, Poitou, Angoumois, Ro- 
vergue, and Limouſin, and made all the neceſſary 
preparations as if he intended to attack Britany; 
though in reality he had no other deſign than to 
make a diſplay of his forces to the ambaſſaders of 
the duke, who were then at Angers. FT be 
The duke of Britany immediately armed, as did 
the duke of e every thing threatened 
| : D 2 | an 
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an approaching war; yet all theſe preparations ended 
ſoon after in a treaty ſigned at Angers, which was 
indeed no more than a ratification of that of Ance- 
nis. But what was moſt remarkable on this occa- 
ſion, the dukes of Burgundy and Britany renewed 
alſo the treaty of Eſtempes, made in the year 1465, 


_ though directly contrary to that which they had but 


juſt concluded at Angers. 


During theſe negotiations, the young viſcount de F 


Rohan, afterwards the marſhal de Gie, came and 


made an offer of his ſervice to the king. It is pro- 
dable, that du Chatel, who had been guardian to 
the viſcount, brought him to the court of France. 


He went out to meet him as far as Tours, with a 
retinue of two hundred gentlemen. The king too, 
upon hearing of his coming, advanced part of the 


eſteem and friendſhip. Shortly after he preſented 
him with lands and penſions, and gave him hopes 
of arriving one day at the dignity of conſtable, if he 


was pleaſed with his ſervices; nay, he even promiſed 
to make him duke of Britany, if the preſent duke 


ſhould die childleſs. This was enough to engage ef- 
feQually in his intereſt an ambitious aſpiring youth, 


of great courage and diſtinguiſhed birth. The duke 
of Britany was greatly mortified at the viſcount's 
retreat; he left nothing untried to bring him back, 
and finding all his attempts fruitleſs, had informa- 
tions brought againſt thoſe who were ſuſpected of 


being privy to his eſcape. The king having thus 
concluded a treaty with the dukes of Britany and 


Burgundy, thought of nothing now, but how to 
ſoment the troubles in England. | 


A rebellion breaking out in the northern counties, 


Edward ſent William and Richard Herbert, at the 


head of two thouſand Welſh, to quell the revolters. 
The fight was bloody, and the victory long doubt- 
ful; but at length Herbert's troops were all cut to 
SO : 5 5 pleces. 


way, and received him with all poſſible marks of | 
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who were immediately conducted to 
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pieces. The battle of Banbury was ftill more fatal z 


fir Richard and his brother were both made priſon- 
ers, and their heads ordered to be ſtruck off, The 


malecontents marched next towards Grafton, whi- 


ther the earl of Rivers and his ſon John Woodvile 
had retired. The inhabitants, terrified at their ap- 
proach, delivered up the two _— Noblemen, 
orthampton, 
and beheaded without any form of law. Warwick, 
who waited at Calais the proper ſcaſon of declaring 
againſt Edward, was ſoon informed of the ſucceſs of 


the revolters, and ſeized that opportunity of putting 


himſelf at their head. 


Edward in deſpair at the defeat of his troops, and 
the cruel fate of his father-in-law, levied ſome 
forces in haſte, and advanced with great fury to 
chaſtiſe the rebels. But his prudence on this occa-. 
ſion was not anſwerable to his valour ; neither order 


nor diſcipline were obſerved in the army; he even 


neglected the ufual precautions for the defence of 


his camp; infomuch, that the archbiſhop of York, 
at the head of a choice detachment, penetrated, un- 


der favour of night, to the king's tent, and haſtily 
waking him, ordered him to riſe, and come along 


with him to the earl of Warwick. Edward was 
obliged to ſubmit, uncertain as yet what fate was 


preparing for him. The earl treated him with all 


the honours due to royal majeſty, but cauſed him to 


be conducted to Warwick, and thence to Middleham 
caſtle in Yorkſhire. 


As ſoon as the duke of Burgundy was informed 


of what had been tranſacted in England, he wrote 


to the mayor and people of London, that, by virtue 
of his marriage with Edward's ſiſter, he was engaged 
in alliance both with him and them; that he could 
therefore acknowledge no other king but Edward, 


and was reſolved to aid him with all his forces. 


The mayor immediately aſſembled the citizens, and 
- 5 1 impartgd 
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the duke of Burgundy; upon which they unani- 
nue faithful to the king. Warwick, appriſed of 
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imparted to them the letters he had received from 


mouſly cried out, that they were reſolved to conti- 


the diſpoſition of the Metropolis, was one of the 
firſt in adviſing Edward to repair to London. He 
even went thither himſelf, and, to gain the geod- 


will of the people, declared loudly, that his aim was 


not againſt the king, but the errors and abuſes in 


the government, of which, to add weight to bis 


Tpeech, he drew a very lively and ſtriking picture. 


Some writers tell us, that * Edward made his eſ- 
cape unknown to the ear] of Warwick, and that 
this laſt not being able to prevent it, pretended it 


was done by concert, Be that as it will, we ſee 


here, by a very ftrange revolution, and more fre- 


quent 


The Engliſh hiſtorians relate Edward's eſcape ſome- 
Wat differently from our author. He was confined in 


_ Middlecham cafile, under cuſtody of the archbiſhop of 


York, Warwick's brother, and behaved ſo obligingly to 


that prelate, that he had leave, with a ſmall guard, to 
hunt now and then in the park. Having gained this firſt 


point, he bribed one of his guards to deliver a letter to 


two gentlemen of the neighbourhood, wherein he pointed 


out to them what courſe they ſhould take to free him. 


The gentlemen, glad of an opportunity of ſerving the 
king, aſſembled ſome of their friends, and lying in ambuſh 


near the park, eaſily carried him off. Edward now at 


liberty, made haſte to London, which Warwick, little 


expecting ſuch a turn, had neglected to ſecure. But as 
both were without forces, they could not preſently decide 
the quarrel. Mean time ſome peaceable lords interpoſed, 
and ſo ordered it, that the matter was brought to a con- 
ference, which, inſtead of having the deſired effect, was 
whol:y ſpent in mutual reproaches. Preſently after the 
interview, both parties prepared for war. The earl of 
Warwick commiſſioned fir Robert Wells, ſon of the lord 


Wells, to levy troops in Lincolnſhire, while himſelf, with 
the duke of Clarence, were railing men in other counties. 


The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 7 
quent in England than in any other part of the 
world, the two heads of a civil war unite in the 
capital, and ſeemingly purſue the ſame meaſures. 
Edward was ſenſible, that he could nat ſafely under- 
take any thing againſt a man, who owed his rank, 
and the conſideration in which he was held, to bis 
own merit; and did not, like the generality of 


courtiers, borrow all his luſtre from the ſmiles of 


power. On the other hand Warwick perceived, 


that it was dangerous to appear diſſatisfied with a 
king who had the hearts of his ſubjects, and of whom 


(to uſe the expreſſion) the people had declared them- 
ſelves the protectors. The continual fear in which 


theſe two rivals lived of each other, pig but to 
increaſe their hatred. 


England enjoyed at this time only a ſeeming 


tranquillity, The ſpirit of rebellion, which by . 
Warwick's influence had ſeized upon the minds of 
the people, was not yet wholly extinguiſhed, and 


ſoon after broke out in the north. Sir Robert 


Wells, an officer of great experience, drew toge- 


ther ſome troops, which in a ſhort time ſwelled to 


an army. Warwick pretended at firſt to condemn 
the enterprize of Wells, and, to baniſh Edward's 


ſuſpicions, redoubled his aſſurances of fidelity ; he 
even ſet out from London accompanied by the duke 
of Clarence, under pretence of going to quiet the 
rebels. Edward had no confidence in Warwick; 


this laſt ſtep ſerved only to render him ſtill more 
ſuſpected : however, the king was obliged to diſſem- 
ble h his fears, and ſeem ſatished with the aſſurances 


given him, as not having it in his power either to 
prove, or puniſh intentions, Mean time the rebelg 
advanced towards London. Edward ſpeedily af- 
ſembled an army and marched againſt them, car- 


rying along with him the lord Wells, and fir Tho- 
mas Dynach, his brother-in-law, whom he had 
taken care to ſecure upon the firſt rumour of the re- 
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volt. He received at the ſame time letters from 
the duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwick, by 
which he underſtood that they were advancing to 
join him with a reinforcement of twenty- five thou- 
ſand men. This news pleaſed him not a little at 
firſt, but, relapſing into his former ſuſpicions, he 
no longer doubted that it was Warwick's intention 
| to paſs over to the ſide of the rebels. He therefore 
ti Teſolved to fight before his arrival, in the belief, 
i that ſhould victory declare for him, the duke of 
Clarence and Warwick, would not dare to forfeit 
their engagements; but that if it was his fate to be 
|| vanquiſhed, he might then bring it to a fecond trial 
with the affiftance of Warwick's troops, provided 
his promiſes were ſincere. Edwardewas ftill more 
confirmed in this reſolution, when he underſtood 
that Wells had divided his forces, and was advancing 
with part of the army to Stamford. Inſtead of weak- 
Ii} ening himſelf by detachments, he reſolved to carry 
il all his forces on that fide, The armies ſoon came 
[if within ſight. Edward finding himſelf ſuperior, gave 
0. the ſignal of battle, by ordering the heads of Wells's 
Ii} father and uncle to be ſtruck off. The fight was 
ll! bloody, but did not continue long, becauſe fir Ro- 
bert Wells, animated by a deſire of revenging his 
father's death, ruſhed furiouſly into the midſt of the 
enemy's troops, where he was ſurrounded and taken, 
The rebels, thus deprived of their leader, began to 
Wl; give ground, and the king's army taking advantage 
pH of this favourable turn, charged them vigorouſly, 
18 and made a dreadful ſlaughter. Upwards of ten 
| thouſand were left dead upon the ſpot. Edward, 
1 "whom this victory ſeems to have rendered more 
+18 cruel, ordered Wells and the principal priſoners to 
be beheaded: they all upon the ſcaffold charged the 
duke of Clarence, and the earl of Warwick, as 
having the chief hand in the revolt. And indeed 
theſe laſt, deſpairing now of ſucceſs or favour, em- 
MY barked 
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barked with intent to land at Calais. Vauclair, a 


| gentleman of Gaſcony, who then commanded in 


the town, and owed his place to Warwick, inſtead 
of giving the earl the reception he expected, ordered 
the cannon to fire upon him, he ducheſs of 
Clarence was juſt delivered in the ſhip of a prince, 
and a ſhallop was diſpatched to bring her ſome ne- 


ceſſary refreſhments. Vauclair contented himſelf 


with ſending two flaggons of wine by a truſty meſ- 
ſenger, who had orders, at the ſame time, to tell 
the earl of Warwick from him, that he was obliged 


to behave in the manner he had done, the better to 
| ſerve him, becauſe the people being devoted to Ed- 


ward, would immediately have taken up arms, had 
he ſuffered him to enter the town; that he might 
ſill depend upon his fidelity, but that he reſerved 
his ſervices for a more favourable opportunity. The 
duke of Clarence and Warwick, after keeping ſome 
time at Sea, ſteered their courſe for Normandy, and 
landed at Honfleur, where they were received by 
the admiral of France. IgE 

The duke of Burgundy wrote to the king and 
inhabitants of Rouen, complaining of their acting 
contrary to the tenor of the treaties then ſubſiſting, 


by the protection granted to the duke of Clarence 
and the earl of Warwick, whom he charged with 


having taken and carried into the ports of France 
ſeveral ſhips belonging to the Burgundians and Bri- 
tons. To this the king made anſwer, that he was 
far from intending to be wanting in the obſervance 


of his treaties; that if the ear] of Warwick had 
| ſeized any ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of the duke, 


they had been already either reſtored, or retaken ; 
but that if he thought due ſatisfaction had not yet 
been given, he might ſend ſuch as pretended their 
effects were detained, to ſearch out and reclaim them. 
The king, in nominating the commiſſioners who 
were to ſee to the reſtitution of the effects claimed by 


= the 
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the duke of Burgundy, gave orders to acquaint War- 
wick, that it would be proper to remove his fleet 
from the mouth of the Seine, and convey it to Cher- 
bourg and Granville; becauſe he would he there leſs 


under the eye of the conſtable, who ſent the duke of 


Burgundy information of every thing that paſſed. 
The duke not yet ſatisfied in regard to his de- 
mands, wrote again upon this ſubject to the court 


of France. There is ſtill extant a letter of his, 


conceived in very ſtrong terms, and which abun- 
dantly demonſtrates with how much heat and ear- 
neſtneſs he urged that affair. * It is addreſſed to 
the archbiſhop of Narbonne, and the admiral, and 


complains of new hoſtilities committed upon the 


Burgundians, threatening at the ſame time to make 
reprizals, unleſs ſpeedy ſatisfaction was given; for 


that he would no longer be amuſed with frivolous 


Excuſes and pretences, TY 

But it little availed what treaties the duke of Bur- 
gundy entered into with France; he was upon all 
occaſions ready to break them, and join with the 


enemies of that crown. He had lately received the 


collar of the order of the garter from England, which 
was preſented to him, with great pomp and folem- 


nity, by Durfort lord Duras, Edward's ambaſſador. 
Nay, while he was even courting the friendſhip of 


that prince, he complained of the king's officers for 
ſummoning the Burgundians to appear at the muſter 


of the ban and arriere-ban, which he pretended was 


a direct violation of the treaty of Peronne: he, 


moreover, reproached the king with a deſign of 


making war upon the duke of Britany, Lewis 


COm- 


* Archeveqne, vous Amiral, les navires que Vous dites 
avoir ett mis de par le Roi en contre les Anglois, ont ja ex- 
ploietts fur la flotte de mes ſujets retournant en mes pays: 
mais par S. Georges fi Pon ny prurwoid, a Paide de Dieu 
j pourweoirai ſans vos congies ny vos raiſons, ny juſtices 3 
car elles font trap velontaires & longues. CHARLES, 29 Mai. 
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commiſſioned Guyot Pot and Courcillon to wait on 
the duke of Burgundy, and tell him, that he had 
taken all poſſible care to avoid giving ground of 
complaint, by expreſsly forbidding his ſubjects to 
mole:t thoſe of the duke; that with regard to the 
duke of Britany, he thought it very ſtrange to be 
accuſed of intending a war againſt him, when he 
had ſo lately ſigned a new treaty, to explain and ra- 
tify that of Ancenis; nay, that he was ſtill ready to 
enter into freſh engagements, provided it would tend 
to the eſtabliſhing of peace; that he had in no war 


been the aggreſſor, nor ever taken up arms, but by 


advice of the princes of the blood; and that he 
thought it unreaſonable, as well as unjuſt, to urge 


againſt him the treaty of Conflans, ſince it was ma- 


nifeſtly a forced treaty, and what he had ever diſ- 
claimed and proteſted againſt, I cannot here for- 
bear remarking, that Lewis, on many occaſions, 
proteſted without ſcruple againſt. the treaty of Con- 


Mans, and yet never found fault with that of Pe- 


ronne, at leaſt during the duke of Burgundy's life, 


though much more injurious to his honour; but 
perhaps this very conſideration was the cauſe of his 


acquicſcing ſo readily, The war of the public good 
was the bufineis of the ſtate, as well as his own, 
whereas, had he ſeemed diſcontented with the treaty 
of Peronne, he. might have been reproached with 
the cauſes, motives, and conſequences of it, which 
were not at all to his credit. 
The embaſſadors added, that the duke of Burgundy 
had, of all others, the leaſt reaſon to inſiſt ſo much 


upon the treaty of Conflans, as he was the only 
prince againſt whom proteſtations had not been 


made, and with whom the treaty was faithfully 
kept: that he ought to remember, he was himſelf 
bound, by that treaty, to enter into no alliance con- 
trary to the intereſt of France; which, indeed, was 
no more than what he was obliged to do by his qua- 


lity ; 
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lity of prince of the blood, firſt peer of the realm, 
and the returns of acknowledgment, which the 
houſe of Burgundy owed to the kings of France. 
They put him in mind, that Philip the bold, his 
great-grandfather, had received a grant of the 
duchy of Burgundy from king John; that Charles 
V. had, to the utmoſt of his power, promoted the 


marriage of that prince with the heireſs of Flanders, 


and, to facilitate it, had yielded to him the lord- 


ſhips of Lille, Douay, and Orchies; and that Charles 


VI. had gone in perſon to ſubdue the Flemings af- 
ter a revolt ; adding, that theſe ſervices were now 
repeated, not in a way of reproach, but to make 
the duke ſenſible, that it was his duty to continue al- 


ways the inſeparable friend and ally of France. 


Hugonet, bailiff of Charolois, was going to re- 
ply to this ſpeech of the ambaſſadors, when the 
duke haſtily took up the diſcourſe, and told them, 
that if the dukes of Burgundy were under obligations 
to the kings of France, they had ſufficiently teſtified 
their acknowledgment by the ſervices they had ren- 
dered that crown ; nor ought the king, who har- 
boured all the criminals and diſaffected of his ſub- 
jects, to blame him for ſending ſuccours to the 
duke of Britanx. 5 

5 The duke of Burgundy wrote ſome 


June 12. time after to the ducheſs his mother, 


that ſince the promiſe made of reſtoring 
the effects belonging to his ſubjects, Warwick had 
pillaged ſeveral Flemiſh Veſſels, and the French ad- 
miral ſent a man to ſet fire to the Burgundian fleet, 
Charles, without examining into the truth of theſe 
reports, gave letters patents for the ſeizing of all the 
French merchandize to be found in his dominions. 


His fleet, mean while, commanded by the ſieur de 


la Vire, appeared off the cape of Caux, where it 
was joined by that of England and Britany, _ 


The 


The HIsTORY of LEWIS XI. 13 


The baſtard of Bourbon gave notice of this to 
the king, aſſuring him, at the ſame time, that he 
had got together all the effects taken from the duke's 
ſubjects, and was ready to reſtore them as ſoon as 
they ſhould be claimed by the owners; that he had 
ſent word of this to la Vere, who declared he would 
receive them only from Warwick himſelf, and had 
orders to attack him wherever he ſhould find him; 
that he had anſwered, he might do it at ſea, but not 
in any of the king's ports; and that he had writ to 
Warwick not to ſtay at Honfleur, but make the 
beſt of his way to lower Normandy. Several meſ- 
ſages on this ſubject paſſed between the commanders 
of the two fleets: at laſt, the king, fearing theſe 
diſputes might occaſion a war, gave orders to Bourre 
and Briconnet to engage Warwick to return to 
England. 5 

The king's cares were ſuſpended for a while, on 
account of the joy occaſioned by the 
birth of the dauphin Charles. This June 30, 
young prince was born at Amboiſe, on 
the 3oth of June. Never had child been requeſted 
of heaven with more ardent prayers. His birth, ſo 
acceptable to France, was celebrated with unuſual. 
tranſports of joy. Charles of Bourbon, archbiſhop 
of Lyons, ſtood god-father, and Jane of France, 
ducheſs of Bourbon, god mother to the dauphin, 

The king, ſeeing the ſucceſſion ſecured by the 
birth of a ſon, applied himſelf more than ever to the 
re-eſtabliſhing peace and tranquility in the king- 
dom. Accordingly, he ſet out for Angers, accom- 
panied by the duke of Guyenne and king Rene, 
that he might be the nearer at hand to give inftruc- 
tions to Dammartin and Cruſſol, who had been 
| ſent to Nantes to negotiate an accommodation with 
the duke of Britany. Margaret queen of England, 
the prince of Wales her ſon, the earl of arwick 
and his young daughter, all came to the king at 
A Cs 1 Angers, 
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Angers, where a marriage was ſoon after concluded 
between the prince of Wales and Warwick's daugh- 
ter. Margaret, the prince of Wales her ſon, and 
and her daughter-in-law, retiring afterwards to Ra- 
zilly, the king aſſigned them officers and penſions, 
ſuited rather to their rank, than the preſent con- 
dition of their affairs. 

The earl of Warwick preparing to return into 
England, notwithſtanding the united fleets of Ed- 
ward and the duke of Burgundy, which waited to 
intercept him, ſet fail at laſt, and, favoured by a2 
fog, paſſed unobſerved either by the Engliſh or Bur- 
gundians. The French ſhips appointed to convoy 
him had orders, if they met the enemy's fleet, to 
purſue their voyage without ſtopping ; but to defend 
themſelves if attacked. 

While Warwick was preparing to put to ſea, the 
king, under pretence of a pilgrimage to mount St. 
Michael, made a progreſs through Normandy, At 
his return to Pleſſis he held a grand council on affairs 
of commerce, to which he ſummoned two merchants. 
from all the principal cities of the kingdom, Lewis - 
always preferred experience and knowledge of buſi- 
neſs to dignities. The point under conſideration 
was, how they ought to behave towards the ſubje s 
of the duke of Burgundy, who had cauſed all the 
merchandize of France within his dominions to be 
ſeized. 

They proceeded alſo to examine, what influence 
the diviſions in England might have upon the que- 
ſtion before them: after mature deliberation, it was 
reſolved to hold no more fairs at Anvers, to break 
off all commerce with the ſubjects of duke Charles; 
and, to encourage the reſort of ſtrangers to France, 
the king ordained that two fairs ſhould be held 
yearly at Caen, where all ſorts of money ſhould be 
current, and ſtrangers enjoy all the privileges of na- 
tural ſu yects, ” 


Soon 


The Hrerory of LEWIS XI. 15 


Soon after this, accounts came, that the duke of 
Clarence, and the earl of Warwick, had landed at 
Dartmouth, where they were joined by Stanley, and 
the ſon of the famous Talbot, with five thouſand 
men. Warwick publiſhed an order, enjoining all 
that were able to bear arms to come and fight for 

Henry, their lawful king, againſt Edward duke of 
York, a. tyrant and uſurper. Henry's party en- 
creaſed every day, inſomuch that Warwick, before 
Edward could get up with him, ſaw himſelf at the 
head of an army of fifty thouſand men. Edward's 
council was wholly made up of favourites; he em- 
ployed in affairs of ſtate thoſe who were the compa- 
nions of his pleaſures, and was thinking of nothing 
but hunting, and the vain purſuits of gallantry, 
when the news of Warwick's approach firſt reached 
him. However, he ſpeedily aſſembled an army; 
but truſting the care of the van-guard to the mar- 
gquiſs of Montague, Warwick's brother, that noble- 
4 man went over to the rebels. His revolt drew after 
F it that of the greateſt part of Edward's army, who 
ſeeing himſelf abandoned, eſcaped to Lynn, where 
he embarked on board three ſmall veſſels with the 
; duke of Glouceſter his brother, the earl of Rivers 
7 his brother-in-law, the earl of Northumberland, 
2 the lord Haſtings, and about ſeven or eight hundred 
men. The earl of Warwick marched directly for 
London, and took Henry VI. out of the tower, to 
place him again upon the throne. Accordingly, that 
unhappy prince was proclaimed a ſecond time: a 
ing in name, but in reality a ſlave, who regretted 
perhaps the loſs of that tranquillity he had taſted in 
confinement, | 8 7 
When Lewis underſtood that Edward had taken 
refuge with the duke of Burgundy, he doubted not 
but his reſentment againſt France would prompt 
him to urge that prince to a declaration of war. 
Indeed, the particular ſubjects of quarrel between 


the 
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26 
the king and duke Charles were of themſelves more 


than ſufficient ; and they were beſides exaſperated 
againſt each other by the malecontents at either 


court. 
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duke to attach himſelf to Lewis. 85 5 
Charles prohibited all commerce between his 


ſubjects and thoſe of France. 
concluded a league offenſive and defenſive with the 


Philip of Savoy had quitted the ſervice of 
the king, and was become a favourite with Charles, 


and John de Chalons lord of Argeuil had left the 


The king on his ſide 


Switzers againſt the duke of Burgundy. He wrote 
for the Count de Dammartin, that he might con- 
cert with him the meaſures proper to be taken in 


the preſent circumſtances. It was reſolved to ſend 


embaſſadors into England, to conclude a league of- 
fenſive and defenſive with Henry VI. According- 
ly, Lewis de Harcourt, biſhop of Bayeux, du Cha- 
tel, Meny Peny, lord of Concrefſault, Yvon du 
Fau, and Cerizay ſet out, and the treaty was ſigned. 


The king declared publickly, that he had the prince 


of Wale's ſeal, and that they had jointly ſworn not 


to ceaſe making war upon the duke of Bur 
till they had deprived him of his dominions. 


gundy, 


On the other hand, the duke made all the neceſ- 


ſary preparations, and was chiefly attentive to pre- 


vent an union between the Engliſh and French. 
He wrote to the inhabitants of Calais, and ſent 
Philip de Commines to repreſent, that he had not 
entered into an alliance with Edward, till after he 
had been acknowledged king of England; that the 
treaty was therefore made with the nation itſelf ; 
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that he was united by ties of blood to Henry, and 
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the nation than he, and that the troops he was le- 
vying were only to defend his own dominions. He 
wrote in the ſame ſtrain to the people of England, 
and his letter began with theſe words; To you, my 
A , 1 5 

The duke of Burgundy ſent to demand ſuccours 
of king Rene and the duke of Britany, as guarantees 
of the treaties of Conflans and Peronne, which he 
pretended were violated by the king. He likewiſe 
addreſſed himſelf to the parliament, urging, that 
Lewis, by lately ſeizing upon the provoſtſhips of 
Beauvoiſis, had been guilty of a manifeſt infraction 
of theſe treaties, and was therefore liable to all the 
penalties pronounced againſt the breakers of them. 

The king, till fearing the irreſolution and un- 
| Readineſs of the duke of Britany, ſent Cruſſol and 
the preſident Boulanger thither, with orders to ad- 
dreſs themſelves firſt to Odet Daidie. They endea- 
voured to make appear, that the king had faithfully 
adhered to his engagements by the treaty of Peronne, 
though compelled to ſign it, that he might recover 
his liberty, and perhaps ſecure his life; that the duke 

of Burgundy on the contrary gave every day freſh 
proofs of the little regard he paid to his promiſes, in 

refuſing to do homage for the lands he held of the 
crown, and oppoſing the exerciſe of juſtice in the 
kingdom; that he had ſtirred up the count of Ar- 
magnac to favour a deſcent of the Engliſh in Guy- 
enne, and ſeemed wholly in the intereſt of that na- 
tion; that his ſole aim was to raiſe diſturbances in 
the kingdom, and that by the moſt ſhocking of all 

treacheries, he had ſent a man to make an offer of 
himſelf to aſſaſſinate the duke, hoping that the king 
would liſten to the wretch's propoſal, and thereby 
diſhonour himſelf and allies. . 


Theſe complaints of the king appeared ſo much 
the better founded, as he had actually intercepted 
the duke's letter to the Engliſh, and thrown inte 

e %% ͤũ [ĩ1(ů ũòé priſon 
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priſon John Rocks, the fellow ſuborned for the 


above-mentioned purpoſe, whoſe hiſtory is as fol - 
lows, F<ter Hagembac, maſter of the houſhold to 
the duke of Burgundy, was one of thoſe men with- 
out honour cr principles, who are incapable of a 
ſincere attachment to their prince, and not having 
it in their power to render him any real ſervices, 
are yet deſirous of making themſelves neceſſary at 
any rate. He it was that ſuggeſted the project 
mentioned above, and to execute it, pitched upon 
one John Rocks, who had been chief of a band of 
robbers, and who having nothing to loſe, was the 


more ready to engage in any deſperate enterprize. 


He was accordingly preſented to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, and received his inſtructions. Rocks came 
to Amboiſe, and made his propoſal to the king ; 
but upon the firſt mention of it was ſeized and ſent 


to Paris z where being interrogated by la Drieſche 


the preſident of accompts, he confefled all. He was 


afterwards conducted to Meaux to be a ſecond time 


interrogated by the conſtable, and perſiſted in the 


ſame depoſition before him. The parliament 


brought him upon his trial, condemned him to die; 


but the firſt prefident moved for keeping him ſome 


time in priſon before the execution of the ſentence. 

'This affair was followed by another, which made 
no leſs noiſe. Baudouin, baſtard of Burgundy, 
came to Lewis's court at the ſollicitation of John 
de Chaſſa, who had quitted the ſervice of the duke 
the year before. Charles ſent meſſengers to the 


king, demanding to have them ſurrendered up, and 


publiſhed a manifeſto, wherein he pretended that 


Baudodin, Chaſſa, and ſome others, had entered 
into a plot to aſſaſſinate, or poiſon him, The 


baſtard Baudouin and de Chaſla anſwered the duke's 
manifeſto by two papers full of ſcandal and . ; 
88 Nai 
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Chaſſa reproached the duke with perſecuting him, 
becauſe he had refuſed to anſwer a brutal and unna- 
tural paſſion; and Baudouin pretended that Charles 
had formerly urged him to make away witb duke 
Philip. Theſe particular quarrels inflamed ſtill 


more the hatred already ſubſiſting between the king 


and the duke of Burgundy. 
Lewis, to come to a final determination in regard 5 
to the meaſures he ought to purſue, ſummoned ſo 


numerous an aſſembly of princes, great officers, and 


perſons of all ranks in the kingdom, that Philip de 


Commines confounds it with the convention of the 


eſtates held at Tours in 1648. But in this he is 


miſtaken; the ſtates then met by their deputies, 


whereas the aſſembly of this year 1470, was com- 
poſed only of ſuch perſons as the king was pleaſed to 
call to it. He laid before them his ſubjects of com- 
plaint againſt the duke of Burgundy, and demanded 


whether they were not ſufficient to authorize a de- 


claration of war. They all unanimouſly replied, 
that the princes, who had given their Seals to the 


duke of Burgundy, were no longer bound to adhere 
to bim; and that the king not only might declare 
war againſt him, but that the ſupport of the laws, 


and the ſecurity of the kingdom, even quires it; 
thus war was reſolved on. 
The king was at this time in peace with all his 
neighbours; he was ſure of the conſent of the prin- 
ces, and had nothing to fear from intrigues within 
the kingdom. The duke of Burgundy had in vain 
ſent to king Rene, and the duke of Britany, to 
come and join him; he could no longer hope for af- 
ſiſtance from England, after giving Edward a retreat 


at his court. Altho? theſe circumſtances were fa- 


vourable for the king, he was yet unwilling to come 


to an open rupture, and therefore contented himſelf 
with ſending the conſtable and the marſhal Rouault 


to the frontiers of Picardy, to maintain a ſecret in- 
telligence 
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telligence with the duke's ſubjects, and draw them 
over to him: a diſhonourable proceeding, and 
which, in its conſequences, might prove more dan- 
gerous than an open war, 1 | 
Much about the ſame time, queen Margaret came 
to Paris, attended by the princeſs of Wales, and 
the counteſs of Warwick. She was received there 
with all the honours that could have been paid to a 
queen of France. The whole court ſeemed to rival 
one another in expreſſing their regard for a princeſs, 
who had frequently no other titles but her virtue 
and misfortunes. . 
The king, not having ſucceeded in his deſign of 
marrying the duke of Guyenne to Iſabella infanta 
of Caſtile, ſent to demand the princeſs Jane, king 
_ Henry's daughter, and niece to Iſabella, The car- 
dinal d' Alby, and the fire de Torcy, had been 
charged to make the firſt propoſal, and were now 
again nominated to treat of this marriage. Oliver 
le Roux, maſter of accompts, was ſent with them, 
and the duke of Guyenne empowered the count of 
Boulogne to eſpouſe the princeſs of Caſtile in his 
name. „ | „ 
The ambaſſadors arrived at Medina del Campo, 
where they were received with particular marks of 
diſtinction. The cardinal d'Alby, at his firſt au- 
dience, ſpoke with ſo little reſpect to the princeſs 
Iſabella, that his behaviour gave great offence. But 
the king of Caſtile, who was far from being con- 
tented with his ſiſter, did not ſeem diſpleaſed at the 
cardinal's freedom; he replied, in the moſt obliging 
terms, and nominated the archbiſhop of Sevile, the 
biſhop of Siguenca, and John Pacheco, marquis of 
Villena, grand-maſter of the order of St. James, 
who were all in the intereſt of France, to treat with 
the ambaſſadors. 5 15 „ 
When the marriage- articles were ſettled, the court 
removed to a village called St. James's Field, near 
55 5 Bultrago, 
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Bultrago, whither the queen carried the princeſs, 


her daughter. "There the king cauſed a paper to 
be read, containing the grounds of his diſcontent 
with his ſiſter ; alſo an act annulling that by which 
Iſabella had been formerly acknowledged heireſs of 


the kingdoms of Caſtile and Leon. King Henry, 


and Jane his queen, both ſwore, that the princeſs 
Jane was their daughter, and publiſhed a declaration 


diveſting Iſabella of all her rights, with a ſtrict 


charge, at the ſame time, to treat her no longer as 
princeſs of Caſtile. The cardinal d'Alby read after- 
wards a bull of pope Paul II. by which thoſe who 
had taken the oath to Iſabella, were abſolved from 
their engagements. All preſent ſwore not to ac- 


knowledge any other princeſs than Jane, the daugh- 
ter of the king and queen. The ſame day the mar- 
friage- ceremony was performed, and the count de 
Boulogne, as proxy for the duke of Guyenne, gave 


his hand to the princeſs. | | 

This vain parade did not diminiſh the party of 
Iſabella and Ferdinand, infomuch that the king 
of Caſtile ſent the protenotary don Lewis Gonzales 
d'Alienca into France, to requeſt Lewis XI. to ra- 


tify the duke of Guyenne's marriage, and ſend that 
prince immediately into Spain, with an army ſuffici- 
ent to reduce the rebels, before they received ſuc- 


cours from Arragon. The affair was not puſhed 
with the ſame vigour with which it had been begun, 
This delay proceeded from the duke of Guyenne, 
who having no fixed reſolution, ſtil] liſtened to thoſe 
who flattered him with the hopes of being eſpouſed 
to the heireſs of Burgundy, The prince, however, 


| ſeemed to receive with pleaſure, the news of what 
had been done in Caſtile, and publiſhed feſtivals at 
Ligournes. Gaſton Phcebus, prince of Vianne, 


Lewis XI. ſon-in-law, diſtinguiſhed himſelf greatly 
upon this occaſion at a tournament, by his ſtrength 


and agility ; but after carrying the prize, in all the 


different 
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. different encounters, he was unfortunately wounded 

by the ſplinter of a lance, and died in a few days, 
very much regretted, He left behind him two chil- 
dren, Francis Phoebus, and Catherine de Foix. 


France had this year a yet greater loſs, in the 
perſon of John duke of Calabria, who died at Bar- 
celona. He was a prince whoſe virtues merited a 
better fate, and whoeven in his misfortunes loſt no- 
thing of his dignity and renown. 1 

The diſcontents and reciprocal com- 


147 I. plaints of the king and the duke of 


Burgundy, broke out at laſt into an o- 
pen war. The conſtable kept always upon the 
frontiers of Picardy, and endeavoured to ſurprize or 
ſeduce to a revolt the towns of the Somme, which 


the king had ſurrendered to the duke of Burgundy 


by the treaty of Conflans. The cities of Auxerre 
and Amiens rejected the propoſitions of the con- 


ſtable: But the inhabitants of St. Quintin, not ſo 
faithful, upon promiſe of a ſixteen year's exemption 
from taxes, gave up the town into his hands. La 


Vieuville, who commanded in the place, finding 
that he was not in condition to retain the citizens 
in their allegiance, and reſolving not to forfeit his 


- own, obtained leave of the conſtable to retire with 


all his effects. e | ET 
'The duke of Burgundy perceiving that the king 
was about to attack him with all his forces, and 


dreading moreover left England ſhould unite with 


France, ſupplied Edward with money and ſhips to 


repaſs the ſeas, that the diverſion occaſioned by this 
means in England, might prevent their interfering 
in foreign wars, „ 


The duke was ſo mortified at the lofs of St. 


Quintin, that he wrote to the conſtable to come 
and ſerve under him as his vaſſal. The conftable 
anſwered haughtily, That if the duke had his ſeal, he 


alſo had the duke's, and that he was ready to anſwer 
FETs his 
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his challenge face to face. The duke, to be revenged 
of the conſtable, ſeized all his eſtates in Flanders 
and Artois, and the conſtable, by way of reprizals, 
| took poſſeflion of the lands which his ſons, who 


were in the duke's ſervice, held in France. 
The duke of Burgundy ſoon put an army on foot, 


becauſe he had always a certain number of militia, 


who, without being ſubjected to continual ſervice, 
received a ſmall pay, upon condition of being ready 


to march at the firſt notice. This militia, who 


were diſtinguiſhed by the name of the ha/f-pay troops, 


anſwered nearly to that which for ſome years pa 
has been eſtabliſhed among us. Eo 


* 
— 


The king, aſſured of the goodneſs of his troops, 


had no other care at preſent, but to maintain a good 
underſtanding between the conſtable and the count 
of Dammartin, who commanded them. They 


were both haughty and jealous of their authority, 


characters that too much reſembled each other, to 


hope for a ſincere union. Dammartin was beſides 
one of the braveſt men of his time, ſincere, faith- 
ful, naturally paſſionate, a warm friend, and an 
implacable enemy. Lewis drew towards the fron- 


tiers, to watch over the conduct of his generals. 


Dammartin had orders to advance to Roye, which 
ſurrendered. Mondidier opened its gates, and the 

alarm ſoon became general. The city of Amiens 
fearing to be ſurprized, treated with Dammartin 
but that general not thinking himſelf ſtrong enough 
to hazard being ſhut up in the town upon the faith 
of the inhabitants, who might act in concert with 
the duke, agreed to write to ſome of the chief citi- 
zens, who were to ſend his letters unvpened to 


Charles; and that afterwards they could take ſuch 


meaſures as that prince's behaviour ſhould ſuggeſt. 
Dammartin's proje& ſucceeded. The duke, deceived 
by this ſhow of fidelity, thought he might ſafely re- 
ly upon the inhabitants without {ending any Troops, 

| for 


24 The Hisrorty of LEWIS XI. 


for which he had greater occaſion elſewhere. Thefe 
delays gave Dammartin time to make ſome com- 
panies advance, who immediately entered the 
town, and the citizens took an oath of fidelity to 
the king. TH TING Ft 10 f . 
Upon this news the duke of Burgundy, not think- 
ing himſelf ſafe at Dourlens, retired to Arras. Be- 
fore the ſurrender of the town of Amiens, he had writ 
a letter to the count de Dammartin, in which he put 
him in mind of the war of the publick good, and 
the treaties of Conflans and Peronne, which he pre- 
tended had been violated by the king: he enlarged 
greatly on what we have ſaid before of the provoſt- 
ſhips of Beauvoiſis, and reproached Dammartin with 
the tak ing of St. 


dominions, and oppoſe the enterprizes of the king. 
Dammartin anſwered him the ſame day, in theſe 


terms: AA bigh and mighty prince, I received your 


52 letter, which I ſuppoſe Tod diftated by your council, and 2 


others learned in the lau, who are men better qualified 
for inditing letters than I, for I never made it my buſi- 
neſs to live by the pen. He afterwards tells him, that 
he would never have engaged in the civil wars, had 
not his enemies entirely ruined him in the king's fa- 
vour; but that ſuch now was his good fortune, he 


had triumphed over calumny. I would have you to 


Fnow, adds he, that had I been on the king's fide, when 


you entered into that deſiruftrve confederacy, which you il 


are pleaſed to call the league of the publick good, you 
would not have come off ſo well, eſpecially at the battle 
of Mont Cherry. 


ronne: I myſelf, ſays he, was the cauſe of that acci- 
dent, by my unwillingneſs to divide the army committed to 
my care—If I write any thing that gives offence, or pro- 
volles you to @ deſire of revenge, you ſhall ſoon find me 


Quintin, and the letters he had 3 
juſt written to the inhabitants of Amiens; conclude- 
ing, that he very well knew, both how to defend his | 


; He afterwards reproaches the duke 
with his diſhonourable treatment of the king at Pe- | 
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mar enough to make you ſenſible how little I fear either 
you or your army, Be as ſure as death, that if you per- 

| fiſt long in warring againſt the king, it will in the end 
appear to all the world, haw little you underſtand the bu- 
fineſs of a ſoldier. This letter is written by me Anthony 


de Chabannes, count of Dammartin, grand-maſter 4 
Z the houſhold of France, and lieutenant general of the 
X #ing's armies, The ſuperſcription was, 


A monſieur de Bourgogne. 
The king, the more effeQually to ſecure the cities 


1 that had ſubmitted, and draw over others to his par- 
ty, wrote to the chamber of accompts, to regiſter 


the charter of privileges he had granted to St. Quin» 
tin, The chamber, after raifing ſome difficulties, 


were conſtrained at laſt to yield. Lewis likewiſe 


interpoſed his authority in a debate that was before 
the parliament, relating to ſome diſputes between 
their officers, and thoſe of the bailiwick of Tournay, 
He told them, that he reſerved the deciſion of that 
affair to himſelf ; and, upon their refuſal to lay be- 
fore him the ſeveral papers and memorials, ſent a 
meſſenger on purpoſe to bring them, and wrote 
them, that now was not a proper time of being 
ſcrupulouſly attached to vain forms in regard of a 
city, which, as it was ſurrounded by his enemies, 
might do him more miſchief, than the parliament 
would ever have it in their power to redreſs. 
Dammartin having made his cavalry paſs the 
Somme, the king began to be extremely uneaſy at 
it. His natural diffidence made him explain it in a 
manner very much to that general's prejudice, al- 
tho” he had but juſt writ him a letter, ſignifying 
how well he was ſatisfied with his ſervices. Dam- 
martin juſtified himſelf fully on account of the 
ſcarcity of forage on this ſide the Somme. He 
wrote, that it was his deſign to poſſeſs himſelf of 
ſome caſtles, or deſtroy them, as he had already 
Vor, II. PE, | | ES 4 done 
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of late years been ſeen in France; it conſiſted of 
four thouſand lances, each lance was compoſed of 


dred lances from Burgundy, an hundred and fixty 
from Luxembourg, and the arriere-ban of Flanders 


might be drawn together upon occaſion, inſomuch 
that all united would have formed an army of four- 


martin had orders to obſerve the enemy's march, to 


Amiens, to keep always on the defenſive without 
| hazarding a battle, and in fine, to demoliſh the 


after obliged to capitulate. The city was inſtantly 


dians pretended was owing to accident, The con- 


the city belonged to the county of my the ancient 
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done that of Contay ; and that the king might re- 
main perfectly eaſy with regard to the Burgundian 
army, as in all their ſkirmiſhes, the French, though 
inferior in number, had ever had the better. 

The duke's army was the moſt numerous that had 


four horſe, and fix foot-archers. The artillery and 
ammunition employed fourteen hundred waggons, 
and every waggon was guarded by four armed men. 
The duke, at the ſame time, expected twelve hun- 


and Hainault, beſides twelve thouſand men, who 
being placed as gariſons in the fortified towns, 


ſcore thouſand men. 
The duke, advancing with his army along the 
Somme, came and encamped at Halbutern. Dam- 


annoy them as much as poſſible, to watch over 


little forts and caſtles, the keeping of which would 
have too much weakened the army. 

The duke of Burgundy having kept the king's 
army for ſome time in ſuſpence, fell ſuddenly upon 
Picquigny, which he took by ſurprize. The ga- 
riſon retired haſtily into the caſtle, and were ſoon 


on fire, and reduced to aſhes, which the Burgun- 


ſtable immediately upon this appeared before Ba- 
paume, and ſummoned it to ſurrender, John de 
Longueval, who commanded in the place, came out 
upon the conſtable's promiſe, and. repreſented, that 


demeſne 


os 
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demeſne of the houfe of Burgundy, and that he was 
FT reſolved to defend it to the laſt extremity. The 
XX conſtable endeavoured to intimidate him, but he 
continued firm to his reſolution, and perceiving the 
Z baſtard of Burgundy, reproached him ſo warmly 
With deſerting his prince, that he extorted tears 
from him. Whereupon the conſtable, either moved 
by the virtue of the governor, or fearing that the 

ſiege of Bapaume would take up too much time, 

2 contented himſelf with ſacking the abbies of Am- 

2& boiſe and Aucourt, with the caſtles of Sailly, Chap- 
= lain-court, and Bentencourt, and then returned to 
St. Quintin. 3 5 Fo 

= The duke's army having paſſed the Somme, to 
encamp under Amiens, the French carried off one 

of their convoys of ſixty waggons. Skirmiſhes were 
frequent this campaign, without coming to a gene- 

ral action; but the king's troops had every where the 
advantage, except in one encounter, where the loſs 
on both ſides was pretty near equal. The duke have- 
ing notice that forty men at arms, with ſome ar. 
chers, had been placed in ambuſcade in a village, 
diſpatched ten thouſand men to hem in this ſmall 
party. Dammartin perceiving ſome motion in the 
enemy's army, ſallied out of the city, followed by a 
few officers, but with ſo little precaution, that he 
was armed only with a dagger. He ſoon perceived 
his gend-armes, who fled towards the town. Dam- 
martin called out to them to face the enemy; but 
ſuch as made reſiſtance being cut to pieces, the reſt 
hurried the general along with them in their flight, 
and the Burgundians would probably have entered 
the city at the ſame time, had not the viſcount of 
Narbonne ſallied out with ſome men at arms. Dam- 
martin that inſtant ſeized à lance, faced about, and, 
ſupported by the viſcount, made head againſt the 
enemy, obliging them at length to retire, 


C2 The 


— — 
— wo —_ — 


"4 : ew re — 
— — 


: — ty act 
- ep rr * r 
— f ene grrr a 
r — 


ma 


< 0 — 


— 


8 


— — a nets 


— — — — c — a 
. * . — Mes Edu 2 — * — 
— — —— —„— ä — — - — — —— . 8 — — —— — 
- = 64 - — - — - _- * 
— - 2 2 2 — — — — — - a 
— % — —— r — 7 — — — — — —— — — — p — \ < 
— — — — © SOCIETY —— — — = 2 A 8 —½ : 2 I 
—— E — 7 — — — =: = T2 1 F * —— — 
— — 2 — — - - X — 2 Wm A — — — — = — 
" - > = < == oog-"®. - — — — * — —— 
" 2 5 8 ok * . . * : 8 
_ dy Fe — — * 4 — *. * — PER * _ 8 ' . — 
rr © ö a — — 4 — — by =P 2 n — = 
GAs, V - 0 yy 5 = . * * — — — 4 
bo * * — 2 - - 1 — * _ — * 
» wm $443» as . — — 6 nn * 4 = 
, pe _ _ 
hs *s © ar — * * Fo ß page — — — ” - * "= ” ” * 
2 . f "> SD yg we . 2 . 8 — — - 1 — — 


— — 
. — 


—— — 


and confuſion, and durnſt 
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The duke of Burgundy obſerving that his detach- 
ments were almoſt every where beaten, hoped he 


might have the advantage in a general action, by 
the number of his troops. The king, confiding in 


the valour of his, did not decline fighting. He aſ- 
ſembled his principal officers, and the old command- 


ers, who had chiefly contributed to drive the En- 
gliſh out of France. De Beuil, whom the king or- 


dered to ſpeak firft, expreſſed himſelf with great 
modeſty : That as the wars under Charles VII. where- 


in he ſerved, had always been managed by ſmall armies, 
not exceeding ten thouſand men, he could not take upon 


| him to decide any thing in regard to the operations of ſo 


numerous a body of troops; for that he dreaded diſorder 


the duke of Burgundy's army was more numerous than 
had been uſual in the late wars, the king was likewiſe 


under a neceſſity of oppofing it with another proportion- 
ably ſtronger than ordinary; that it was true the French 
_ were ſtill inferior in number, but this diſadvantage was 
abundantly compenſated by the goodneſs and bravery of 


the troops; and, in fine, that to hazard nothing raſhly, 
every one might be ordered to give in his opinion in 
writing, They were accordingly delivered to the 


King. The greater number were for fighting ; but 


as they did not agree about the manner of attack- 
ing the enemy, Lewis, fearing the conſequences of 
ſo many different opinions, reſolved not to hazard a 
ceneral battle. He contented himſelf with watch- 


Ing the motions of the enemy, falling upon their 
detachments, and carrying off their convoys. This 


conduct ſo effectually diſtreſſed the duke of Burgun- 
dy, that he was neceſſitated to conclude a truce. 


Nor were hisarms more ſucceſsful in Burgundy than 
Picardy. The count dauphin of Auvergne, and 
the marſhal de Comminges, had defeated Neuchatel, 


and poſſeſſed themſelves of feveral towns in Macon- BB 
L nois 


| not anſwer for the event. 
The conſtable ſpoke next, and obſerved, That as 
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nois and Charolois, A truce was therefore ſigned 
for three months. Nicholas, duke of Calabria and 
Lorrain,* was comprehended in it, upon condition 
of withdrawing his troops from Chaſtel-ſur-Moſclle, 
and that the duke of Burgundy alfo recalled thoſe he 
had in Lorrain, The king and duke were to name, 


within eight days, ſuch of their allies as they deſi- 


red to have included in the truce. Dammartin, 


Mouy, du Chatel, and Chatillon, were named for 


+ conſervators by the king; and Raveſtein, des 


Querdes, Imbercourt, and Rothelin, by the duke. 


Mean while tidings arrived, that Edward had en- 
tered Yorkſhire with two thouſand men. As he 
found the country quiet, and that no body offered 


to ſtir in his favour, he cauſed it to be rumoured, 


in order to conceal his real deſign, that he re- 
nounced all pretenſions to the crown, and was only 


come to claim the private inheritance of his family. 
The city of York, ſeduced by this pretended mode- 


ration, admitted him with a few of his followers. 


But his affable air, his engaging form, the remem- 


brance of his paſt victories, and his preſent misſor- 
tunes, ſoon gained him the hearts of all the inhabi- 
tants, The Engliſh, naturally fond of liberty, and 


 ealily ſtirred up to ſedition, love to make kings, 


and refuſe to obey them. Edward advanced te- 
wards Nottingham, and. finding that his army en- 
creaſed daily, reſumed the title of king, without 
much troubling himſelf about the promiſe he had 
made to the citizens of York, Oaths ſeem to be 


C 3 conſidered 


EK ing Rene's grandſon. ns: 
IJ Inſtead of chuſing, as at this day foreign princes, to 


be the guarantees of treaties, it was uſual to name con- 


ſervators, who were always feudatories of the contracting 
parties, and ſtood bound for the moſt part to declare a- 
gainſt their proper ſovereign, if he was guilty of a viola- 
tion of the treaty, This cuſtom was obſerved ſo late as 
the treaty of Lens, 
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conſidered by ſome princes as only an expreſſion of 

their misfortunes, and ſucceſs, as they imagine, ab- 
ſolves them from all further obligation. 

On the firſt news of Edward's landing, the earl 
of Warwick ſet out from London with the duke of 
Clarence. This laſt, who had abandoned his bro- 

ther to ſide with Warwick, now revolted to Ed- 
ward's party with twelve thouſand men ; a beha- 
viour, which tho” ſupported by a better ſhew of 
reaſon, argued no leſs treachery in the author of it. 
Warwick was compelled to ſhut himſelf up in Co- 7 
ventry, Edward, inſtead of attacking him, 
marched directly for London, His approach threw 
the whole city into the utmoſt confuſion, The wo- 
men paſſionately longed for the re- eſtabliſnment of 
a reign, wherein they had been treated with ſuch 
particular marks of diſtinction; and the people wha 
had felt only compaſſion for Henry in his misfor- 
tunes, deſpiſed him on the throne. In fine, the 
partizans of the houſe of York prevailing, Edward 
was received with acclamations into the capital, 
and ordered Henry to be again impriſoned in the 
tower, The king, willing to take advantage of 
the firſt moments of the people's heat, always pre- 
eious in publick revolutions, returned againſt War- 
wick. The two armies met in the plains of Bar- 
net, between St. Albans and London. Some of the 
beſt officers in Warwick's army, were of opinion, 
that they ought to intrench themſelves, and wait 
the arrival of the prince of Wales, who was within 
a day's march. But Warwick, who had ever been 
the hero of all the parties in which he had engaged,. 
could not bear the thoughts of ſharing the glory of 
the victory with the duke of Somerſet, who com- 
manded the army of the prince of Wales. Beſides, 
conſulting only his fury and reſentment, he was 
blind to the danger, and urged by a deſire of ven- 
geance, breathed nothing but {laughter and _ 
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ſhed. Edward advanced in the ſame diſpoſition, 
but with his army in good order, and already greatly 
ſuperior in number. The battle was fought on 
eaſter-day. After the firſt diſcharges, both ſides 
cloſed in, and fell upon each other ſword in hand. 
For three hours the advantage ſeemed to be equal, 
and the victory {till remained doubtful, The fate 
of battles does not always depend upon the general's 
' prudence. The Sun beating full upon the devices of 
Oxford's troops, which were ſtars with ſtreams, oe - 
caſioned their being miſtaken for Edward's badge, 
which was a ſun; the impetuolity of the battle con- 
tributed to this deluſion, and hence it happened, 
that Oxford's men were furiouſly charged by thoſe 
of their own party. Warwick, who thought him- 
| ſelf betrayed, and now deſpaired of the victory, diſ- 
daining to fave his life by an ignominious flight, 
ruſhed among the thickeſt of his enemies, courting 
death by the havock he made on every ſide, The 
marquis of Montague followed his brother's exam- 
ple, and both periſhed overpowered by numbers, 
Warwick was in a manner the foul of the army; 
he fell, and they all took to flight, It was now no 
longer a battle, but a maſſacre, ten thouſand men 
remained upon the ſpot, with the loſs of only fifteen 
hundred on Edward's fide. Oxford and Somerſet. 
ſaved. themſelves by flight ; but the firſt was taken 
ſome few days after, and beheaded. © 
Whilit Edward was returning in triumph to Lon- 
don, queen Margaret, the counteſs of Warwick, 
and the prince of Wales, received the fatal news of 
Henry's misfortune, the death of the earl of War- 
wick, and the total defeat of the army; the queen 
was unable to bear up under ſo many ſudden diſ- 
aſters. Her days had hitherto been a continued train 
ol calamities, which now all recurring to her mind, 
made life appear unſupportable; and that courage 
which had ſo long withſtood the ſhocks of fortune, 
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began at laſt to fink under the preſent mighty load 
of woes, Mean while ſhe was not at all concerned 
for her own fate; her virtue was ſuperior to misfor- 


tunes, nor could danger which threatened only her- 
ſelf, make any the leaſt impreſſion upon her mind; 


but as her whole hopes and joys centered on the 


prince of Wales, the forlon condition to which ſhe 


ſaw him reduced, revived all the tenderneſs of 2 
mother, and made her loſe that heroick firmneſs, 
by which ſhe had ever been ſo glorioufly diſtinguiſhed, 

Thus yielding to her unhappy deſtiny, ſhe took ſan- 
Etuary in the abbey of Beaulieu in Hampſhire, and 


thought of nothing but how to ſave the prince her 


fon. But the duke of Somerſet, the lord Beaufort, 
and the ear] of Devonſhire arriving ſoon after, re- 
preſented, that her party was yet ſtrong enough to 
bring it to another trial, that it was neceſſary the 
prince himſelf ſhould appear to keep up their ſpirits, 
without which they would unavoidably diſperſe and 
fall to nothing; and that a prince born to reigns 
had no other choice but a throne or death. . 

The queen yielding to neceſſity, put herſelf with 
the prince her fon at the head of her party, and ad- 


vanced into Cornwal and Devonſhire, which ſub- 


mitted : She was preparing to paſs into Wales, to 
join the earl of Pembroke, Henry VIth's half bro- 
ther, when ſhe learnt at Tewkſbury, that Edward: 


was marching to give her battle. She therefore 


thought proper to entrench herſelf; but Edward 
coming up, the duke of Gloceſter his brother, who 
commanded the vanguard, attacked the entrench- 
ments of the prince of Wales. The duke of So- 
merſet ſallied out to repulſe him; but not being ſup- 
ported, he was obliged to return, He rode up to 
Wenlock, who had not ſtirred from the place where 


he firſt drew up his men, and reproaching him with. 


his cowardice, clove his ſcull with a battle-ax. The 


duke of Gloceſter continuing the purſuit, forced the 


entrenchments, 
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entrenchments, and Edward's whole army coming 
up at the ſame time, likewiſe entered the camp, 
and made a terrible ſlaughter. Such as were moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for courage, drew up round the prince 
of Wales, and fell ſword in hand. T hree thouſand 
were left dead upon the ſpot, the reſt ſaved them- 
ſelves by flight. The prince of Wales fell into the 

hands of fir Richard Crofts, who at firft had re- 
ſolved to conceal him; but Edward offering a pen- 
ſion of five hundred pounds ſterling to any one that 
ſhould bring him dead or alive, avarice got the 
better of humanity ; Crofts imagined he had ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured his honour, by making Edward pro- 
miſe not to put the prince to death; but hatred is 
no leſs a ſtranger to generoſity than avarice. Ed- 
ward ordered the prince to be brought him, and 
aſking him how he came to be fo rafh, thus to en- 
ter his kingdom in arms; the other boldly replied, 


that as his father,grandfather, and great-grandfather- 


had been kings of England by right of inheritance, 
by their virtues, and by the people's choice, he was 
come to take poſſeſſion of a throne to which he had 
the only juſt and lawful title, Edward full of in- 
dignation at this boldneſs, ſullied his victory by an: 
action of the greateſt barbarity. He ſtruck the un- 

fortunate prince on the mouth with his gantlet, and 
that inſtant the duke of Clarence, the duke of 
Gloceſter, and lord Haſtings, fell upon him, and. 
ſtabbed him. The duke of Gloceſter haſtened im- 
mediately to London, and plunged into Henry's: 
breaſt the dagger which had been ſtained with the 
blood of his ſon. Thus died Henry VI. a prince 
whoſe misfortunes merit compaſſion, whoſe virtues. 
have no doubt rendered him happy in another life, 
but who makes no great figure in the liſt of kings. 
Commines, Foreſtel, and Edward's letter to the 
duke of Burgundy, aſſure us that the prince of Wales 

was ſlain in the battle; but beſides that the*barba- 
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rity ſhown the father, makes that towards the ſon 
appear the more credible, what I now relate, is upon 
the teſtimony of Habington, the author of Edward's 
life ; of Biondi, who wrote the hiſtory of the civil 
wars between the houſes of York and Lancaſter, and 
of a manuſcript of thoſe times, All three agree in 
ſaying, that the prince of Wales was made priſoner 
at the battle of Tewkſbury, and killed afterwards 
in cold blood. Commines and Foreſtel wrote what 
they found in Edward's letter: and it is natural 
enough to think, that as the prince was killed ſoon 


after the battle, and almoſt on the very ſpot where 


it was fought, Edward, rather aſhamed than re- 
penting of the action, endeavoured to take off from 
the horror of it, by giving it the turn above- men- 
tioned. 1 13 Ts 
The queen having been made priſoner on the 
field of battle, was carried to London, and. confined 
in the Tower, where ſhe remained a priſoner ſeveral 


' years, till at length Lewis XI. ranſomed her for 


| Hfty thouſand crowns. 


Ihe reſt of that unfortunate party who had eſcaped 


from the battle, retired into the abbey of Tewkſbury. 
Edward appeared before it, and required to have 
them all delivered up. The abbot and monks came 
cout, carrying in their hands the holy ſacrament, 
and imploring the victor's clemency, Edward pro- 
miſed with an oath to pardon the priſoners, but 
"ever perjured and cruel, he ordered the duke of So- 
. merſet with ſome others the principal among them, 
oh be beheaded. , Nothing ſerves to give a better idea 
of the genius of the Engliſh, than the ſuddenneſs of 
| theſe revolutions, Edward, in leſs than three weeks, 
recovered a kingdom which he had loſt in ten days. 
He was not inſenſible, that in England a party is 
not entirely deſtroyed by being vanquiſhed : a ſingle 
"ſpark there, is ſufficient often to raiſe a lame. He 
was therefore {lull in great perplexity on account "a 
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the earl of Pembroke, and the baſtard of Faucon- 
bridge, who ravaged the country round London. 


Edward marched in-perſon againſt the latter, and 


ſurprizing him in Sandwich, ordered his head to be 


ſtruck off. While the king was thus employed in 
ſecuring the tranquility of the capital, Vaughan 


v hom he had detached againſt the earl of Pembroke, 
fell into an Ambuſcade and was ſlain. 


As this ſuc- 
ceſs did not put Pembroke in a condition to reſiſt 
Edward, he embarked for France with the young 


earl of Richmond his nephew; but a tempeſt ari- 


ſing, forced them upon the coaſts of Britany, where 
they were ſeized, and remained a long time priſo- 


ners. „ 1 
The revolution in England entirely changed the 


diſpoſitions of that crown with regard to France. 


The ambaſſadors ſent by Lewis XI. to Henry VI. 


had ſigned a truce of ten years with that prince, and 
a treaty, by which the Engliſh were to declare a- 
gainſt the duke of Burgundy, and furniſh France 
with a body of ten thouſand archers, who were of 


the king's own guards, and eſteemed the beſt troops 


in England. The duke of Guyenne was compre- 
hended in the treaty ; all things ſeemed to conſpire 


towards the deſtruction of the houſe of Burgundy, 
and the raiſing the king above his enemies, when 
theſe mighty projects ſunk at once by the death of 


Henry VI. and the earl of Warwick. Lewis XI. 
was afraid leſt Edward ſhould turn his arms againſt 
him, not only from a principle of revenge, but alſo 
with a view to keep the Engliſh employed, that by 


engaging them in a foreign war, he might divert 
their thoughts from home: ſeditions. = 


'The king, not doubting but his enemies would 


renew their intrigues, and endeavour, if poſſible, 
to ſeduce the duke of Guyenne, prevailed with the 
young prince to come and join him in Picardy, and 


found means to detain him at court the reſt of the 


campaign. 
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campaign, He caufed all the honours to be paid 
Him that could Hatter his ambition, and loaded with 
preſents thoſe who were in greateſt credit with him. 
M:licorne was at that time the reigning favourite, 
that is, in other words, the duke of Guyenne's 
maſter ; the king, to gain him over, made him a 

grant of the barony of Medoc. 

The king being returned to Paris, left nothing 
untried to gain the good-will of the people; he came 
to the town-houſe on the eve of St. John, and kind- 
led the fire with his own hands: this circumſtance 
frivolous in appearance, was far otherwiſe in his ac- 
count. He affected to appear at the publick feſti- 
vals, and had obſerved that the familiarity of the 
prince on theſe occaſions is more grateful to the 
people, than favours derived from a concealed ſource, 
and which the ſubjects enjoy in a manner without 
knowing it: neither was he ignorant that copies of 
verſes were handed all over Paris, reflecting upon 
him and his miniſters, for the late truce concluded 
with the duke of Burgundy, at a. time when they 
might eaſily have . puſhed their conqueſts farther. 
Theſe petulant writings, ſo diſreſpeQtul to the prince, 
ſprung more from the levity of the nation, than any 
real diſaffection; they failed not, however, of give- 
ing great umbrage to the king, becauſe he was 
therein juſtly reproached with not having made a. 
proper uſe of his advantages. In reality, the diſtruſt- 
ful character of this prince, by ſuggeſting imaginary 
_ difficulties, made him often loſe the moſt favourable 
opportunities. Lewis was ſenſible of his error, when 
he underſtood that the duke of Burgundy was raiſing 
troops, and had broke the truce, under pretence 
that the ſtipulated towns had not been delivered up 
to him. The king, in order to obtain a prolonga- 
tion of the truce, was obliged to ſurrender ſeveral 
forts into his hands. The number of conſervators 
were increaſed on either ſide. Theſe Hen 
; ET 7 taken 
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taken for the ſecurity of their treaties, were a proof 
how little they could depend upon them. But be- 
ſides the wars which the king was obliged to ſuſtain 
in his own name, he was often entangled in thoſe of 
other ſtates. The troubles which about this time 
aroſe in Savoy, gave him new cauſe of diſturbance, 
Philip prince of Breſſe, with. the counts of Ro- 
mont and Geneva, made great complaints of the 
XZ weakneſs of duke Amadeus their brother; nor were 
they leſs diſſatisfied with the ducheſs Yolande, their 
fiſter-in-law, for imparting the whole power to 
Miolans, Bonnivard biſhop of Verceil, and Doloy. 
The three princes found means to tir up a revolt 


being in a condition to reſiſt them, retired into the 
caſtle of Montmelian. They were preſently be- 
fieged in the place, and forced to capitulate. The 


demand aid. 

Lewis ordered the count de Comminges governor 
of Dauphinè, to aſſemble the arriere-ban, and franc 
archers of the province. The command of this ar- 
my was deſtined for Charles of Savoy, who had been 
bred up at the king's court ; but the young prince 
dying in the mean time, the count de Comminges. 
entered Savoy, ſurprized the caſtle of Aſpremont, 
ſet the ducheſs Yolande at liberty, and conducted 
her to Grenoble, where ſhe was received with the 
ſame honours that had been formerly paid to the 
3 King, when he was dauphin. 

'y But it was not enough that the king had ſet hls 
i fiſter at liberty, unleſs he alſo reſtored her to her au- 
thority. He got the duke of Milan to ſign a league 
with her, and prevailed on the king of Naples, the 
republick of Florence, the dukes of Ferrara and Mo- 
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among the people, and the duke and ducheſs not 


duke was conducted to chambery, and the ducheſs. 
to Aſpremont, whence ſhe wrote to her brother to 


dena, the Switzers, and the marquiſs of Montferrat, 
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38 The HisTroRY of LEWIS XI. 
orders to join the count de Comminges, and lay 
ſiege to Chamberry.. The counts de Romont and 
Lau, had thrown themſelves into the place, while 
the princes of Savoy were advancing to ſuſtain them, 
and oblige the French to raiſe the ſiege. 
The king's army, and that of the princes of Sa- 
voy, were already within fight of one another, but 
the count de Comminges had orders to avoid fight- 
ing, and wait the coming of du Chatel, whom the 
king had appointed to treat of an accommodation. 
The ambaſſadors of the cantons of Bern and Fri- 
bourg arrived in the mean time, and made a pro- 
viſional treaty, by which the town and caſtle of 
Chamberry were to be ſurrendered into their hands, 
and kept in the name of the duke and ducheſs f 
Savoy, until the affair ſhould be otherwiſe decided 
by du Chatel, who arrived ſoon after with du Lude 
bailiff of Cotentin: and Roger bailiff of Lyons. 
They conferred with the ambaſſadors of the can- 
tons, and concluded a peace between the duke, the 
ducheſs, and the princes of Savoy, on condition, 
that all the fortified towns ſhould be ſurrendered in- 
to the hands of the duke; that the ambaſſadors 
ſhould nominate eight knights of diſtinguiſhed pro- 
bity, who with the two marſhals of Savoy, ſhould 
always make part of the duke's council, and that 
the princes of Savoy ſhould likewiſe be admitted, 
unleſs when the queſtion related to their own per 
ſonal concerns, As for what articles remained Aill 
undecided, they were referred to the king, who was 
to determine them in concert with the ambaſſadors, 
but with expreſs proviſion, that this ſhew of ſove- 
reignty with regard to the preſent differences, ſhould 
have no conſequence in other affairs, 
Although nothing was done but with the con- 
currence of the ambaſſadors and principal men of 
the en yet the duke and ducheſs teſtified little 
acknows 
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acknowledgment of the ſervices done them by the 
king. 

During the troubles in Savoy, France loſt one of 
her princes, the beſt affected to peace; I mean 


Charles count de Eu, the laſt of the royal branch of 
Artois. He was deſcended from Robert count of 


Artois, brother of S. Lewis. Charles endeavoured 


as much as poſſible by all his behaviour to efface 
the remembrance of the revolt of his great-grandfa- 


ther Robert III. He had been made priſoner at the 


battle of Agincourt, and returned to France in 


1438. He was poſſeſſed of all the moſt valuable 
virtues, without oftentation. Inſenſible to the al- 


lurements of falſe glory, he thought, that a prince 
whoſe birth entituled him not to the throne, could 
only diſtinguiſh himſelf honourably, by ſtanding 


up in the defence of it: and indeed, he found his 
real glory and intereſt in his fidelity to his King, and 
the ſervices he did the ſtate. The king gave the 
county of Eu to the conſtable de S. Pol, to whom 
he had promiſed it, when he married him to Mary 


of Savoy the queen's ſiſter, without regard to the 


rights of the duke of Nevers, who was nephew and 
heir de the count de . 

About this time died pope Paul IT. Tho' the 
hiſtorians reproach this pontiff with avarice, *tis 
notwithſtanding certain, that he was always very 
careful in providing for the ſupport of poor eccle- 
ſiaſticks. He endcavoured to fix the number of 
cardinals at twenty-four, and was deſirous of having 
it enacted, that no one ſhould be admitted to that 
dignity before his thirtieth year, and who had not 
previouſly taught law or theology. Francis de la 


Rovere, a Franciſcan, ſucceeding under the name 
of Sixtus IV. the king ſent to congratulate him. 


Lewis was deſirous of ſecuring the friendſhip of the 
new pope, that he might hinder his granting a diſ- 


penſation for the marriage of the duke of Guyenne, 
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with Mary the only daughter of the duke of Bur- 
gundy. He knew that the chancellor of Britany, 
and the abbot of Begard *, had held a private con- 
ference with the duke of Guyenne at Orleans,. and 


doubted not but the interview related wholly to this 


Marriage. 

And indeed the prince retiring into Guyenne, 
wrote to Leſcun, and began to put his towns into a 
| ſtate of defence, Mean. time the duke of Britany 
gave Charles an account of the diſpoſitions of the 
duke of Guyenne. The king was informed of this 
Intrigue by Oliver le Roux, who returning from 
Spain, where he had been to negotiate the marriage 
between the duke of Guyenne and the infanta Jane, 
paſſed by the way of Mont-de-Marſan, to have a 
meeting with the count of Foix. Le Roux chancing 
to lie in the ſame room where Henry Millet the duke 
of Britany's envoy had been lodged ſome time be- 


fore, found ſeveral fragments of letters, which piecing | 


together with great care, though he could not make 


out any coherent ſenſe, he perceived however, that 


there was a. great deal ſaid relating to St. Quintin, 
Amiens, alliances, and ſecret intrigues.. He ſent 
them to the king, and wrote him at the ſame time, 
that Edward had diſpatched an ambaſſador to the 


dukes of Burgundy and Britany,, to aſſure them, 


that he was ready to declare war againſt France, 
and propofed to fall upon Normandy or Guyenne 
he added, that the duke of Burgundy had. intelli- 


gence of all that paſſed at the court of France, and. 


that the king was betrayed by ſome of thoſe who 
were neareſt about his perſon; that there had been 


ſeveral conferences between the duke of Guyenne, 


the count de Foix, Leſcun, the Governor ef Ro- 
chelle, and ſeveral others, who had all mutually given 
their ſeals; that the count de Foix however pro- 


teſted, 


Vincent de Kerleau, after vards biſhop of Leon, 
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teſted, he had not given his, but complained much 
of the king, and pretended, that it was in his power 
to do him much miſchief, or the greateſt ſervices 
and that if the count de Foix was not already en- 
tered into the ſame meaſures with the reſt, his dif- 
courſe at leaſt proved, that he had ſomething of that | 
kind in view. The king, even before he received | 
this letter from Oliver le Roux, began to entertain 1 
ſuſpicions of his brother; and to be the more cer- 4 
tainly informed how matters ſtood, had fent da 
Bouchage into Guyenne, with orders to confer with 4 
Beaveau biſhop of Angers, who was at that time q 
with the duke. They were to act in concert, and $ 
if poſſible, diſcover whether the biſhop of Montau- ; 
ban had been ſent to Rome, to ſolicit the diſpenſa- i} 
tion mentioned above. Du Bouchage was charged 1 
to make known the king's ſuſpicions to the duke of 
Guyenne, and tell him, that in order to remove: 1 
them, he muſt publickly declare, he had no inte- F 
tion either to demand or make uſe of the diſpenſa- " 
tion, and that he renounced for ever the alliance of 
the duke of Burgundy, the declared enemy of France . 
upon theſe conditions the king was willing to renew 
all the former engagements with his brother, which 
had been ſworn to upon the croſs of S. Lo. This 
croſs of S. Lo, was, it ſeems, the laſt ſeal of an oath L 
in thoſe days, and a frequent occaſion of perjury. I 
Scarce was du Bouchage ſet out from Tours when | 
Guyot de Cheſnay arrived there from the duke of 
E erde and Leſcun, to propoſe a marriage between 
the duke and mademoiſelle de Foix. The king wrote 
to du Bouchage, that he was no leſs diſpleaſ-4 with 
this marriage, than. with that of the heireſs of Bur- 
gundy, and charged him to remenſtrate openly a- 
gainſt it: the duke he ſaid might hope for every 
thing, even a participation of the royal authority, if 
he married with the king's conſent, and abſolutely 
renounced the alliances propoſed to him.. 
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Lewis had no ſooner diſpatched this letter, than 
he received that mentioned above from Oliver le 
Roux. His uneaſineſs increaſed every moment; 
he wrote continually to Bouchage, upon every freſh 
piece of advice he received; and indeed, his ſuſpi- 


cions were but too well founded. The duke of 


Guyenne had ſigned a blank for the treaty of mar- 


riage with Mary of Burgundy ; his propoſals with 


regard to mademoiſelle de Foix, were only a feint 
to cover his real deſign; for he could never reſolve 
to abandon the project of marrying the heireſs of 


Burgundy, and to urge the duke to a ſpeedier con- 
dcluſion, intimated to him, that the king offered 


him his daughter Ann of France, with Rovergue, 
Angoumois, Poitou, Limouſin, and other lands to a 


conſiderable value, beſides five hundred lances, and 


the office of lieutenant- general of the kingdom. 


fers; but it is certain Lewis XI. dreaded nothing 
ſo much as the marriage of his brother with duke 
Charles's daughter. The greateſt part of this year 
was ſpent in negotiations. The king intimated to 
Charles, that he was ſincerely defirous of living in 


friendſhip with him; that the tranquillity of Europe 


depended on their Union, and that he ſaw with re- 


gret, endeavours were uſed to create miſunderſtand- 


ings between them. Charles made anſwer, that to 


_ eſtabliſh a ſolid peace, he muſt begin with the re- 
ſtitution of the towns unjuſtly with-held from him; 


this he ſaid would be a proof that he unfeignedly de- 
fired his friendſhip. EL, | 
The king readily perceived that every thing tended 
to a war, and that there was a league formed againſt 
him. The duke of Britany had forbid any ſhips. to 
ſail out of his ports without eonvoy ; the count de 


Foix complained of the king, and endeavoured to 
_ exaſp:rate the minds of the people againſt the go- 
vernment ; and the nobility of Rovergue ſeemed 


diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to a revolt. Lewis was far from ſlighting 
the advices that came in to him from all parts; he 
iſſued out ſecret Orders to hold the troops in readi- 
neſs, without however making them quit the towns 


where they were quartered ; and ſent Compain 


counſellor in parliament, and Raguel one of the ſe- 
cretaries, ambaſſadors to Sixtus IV. to prevent his 
granting a diſpenſation. It was urged to the pope, 
that they ſtood in too near a degree of conſanguinity. 
He was moreover informed of what had paſſed with 
regard to the prince's Appennage, which was in- 
creaſed to above ſixty thouſand livres, tho', by the 


laws of the kingdom, it ought not to exceed twelve 


thouſand : they added, that the duke had engaged 


folemnly by oath to renounce the alliance of Bur- 
gundy; that he had ſent the count de Boulogne in- 


to Spain to eſpouſe in his name, Jane the daughter 


of the king of Caſtile ; that the ceremony had even 
been performed, and that engagements of ſo ſacred 


2 nature could not be broke, without drawing on 
an unjuſt war. The king intreated the pope, if he 
had already granted a Diſpenſation, to annul it; or 
if it was not yet granted, to give an expreſs promiſe 


againſt it. As an acknowledgment for this ſervice, 
Lewis engaged, never to permit the re- eſtabliſnment 


of the pragmatick ſanction, and offered to give his 
holineſs all the ſecurity he could deſire. The king 
demanded at the ſame time a cardinal's hat for 
Charles of Bourbon, archbiſhop of Lyons. 

The duke of Burgundy reſolved now to come to 
an open rupture, had empowered the biſhop of 
Tournay, Arthur of Bourbon, and Carondelet, to 
conclude with John de Lucena, ambaſſador of Fer- 
dinand and Iſabella, king and queen of Sicily, prince 
and princeſs of Caſtile, a league offenſive and defen- 
five againſt the king, 1 

The king of Arragon, Ferdinand's father, who 
had ſigned with Lewis XI. a treaty of neutrality 3 
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the wars between France and the ſtates of Burgundy, 
engaged himſelf, by the preſent treaty, to declare 
for the duke of Burgundy againſt France, One 
cannot enough wonder at the little faith which reign- 
ed at that time among princes. 

The duke of Burgundy having concluded and 
ſigned the league, publiſhed a declaration, import- 
ing, that all his eſtates were henceforward exempt 
from vaſſalage to the crown of France, becauſe of 
the violation of the treaty of Peronne, wherewith 
he charged the king ; he likewiſe prohibited his 
ſubjects from proſecuting any appeals before the 
court of parliament. 

The king in all appearance knew nothing of this 
league, or the duke's declaration, which was not 
publiſhed till the 25th of January the following 
year; for he ſent word to la Tremouille and Do- 
riole, who were at Charles's court, to conclude the 
treaty begun with Ferry de Clugny, by which theſe 


princes had agreed to aid one another mutually a- 


gainſt all enemies whatſoever. By this treaty 
Charles abandoned the dukes of Guyenne and 
Britany, the dauphin was to eſpouſe the heireſs of 
Burgundy; and if it ſo happened, that the marriage 


was not conſumated, Charles however bound him- | 


ſelf never to marry her to the duke of Guyenne. 
The king in like manner promiſed not to give him 
his daughter, and in conſideration of the treaty, 
was to reſtore to the duke of Burgundy, Amiens, 
St. Quintin, Roye, Montdidier, and all the other 
towns taken during the late war. The two princes 
were moreover to receive the order of knighthood 
from one another ; and it was added, that this was 
not merely a treaty of Peace, but of friendſhip, par- 
ticular eſteem, and brotherly affection. 

Nothing could be more wiſely projected than this 
ſcheme; but it was impoſſible to eſtabliſn that mu- 


tual confidence which is the ſoul. of treaties, between 


_twe 
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two princes who made war upon one another more 
out of hatred than for reaſons of ſtate. The duke 
inſiſted upon having the towns delivered up to him 
before he ſent the ratification, and Lewis pretended 
that the execution of the treaty ought to begin with 
this ſecurity. It was in order to adjuſt the above 


difference, that the duke of Burgundy conferred 5 


with la Tremouille and Doriole about the means of 
eſtabliſhing peace, tho' he had but juſt concluded a 


treaty directly contrary to the tenour of that now 


under conſideration. 


Several ways of accommodation were propoſed, 


but none agreed to: the king preſſed the ambaſſa- 
dors to bring the affair to a ſpeedy iſſue ; but the 


duke ſtill found means to raiſe new difficulties, and 
no progreſs was made. 2 8 
Whilft the duke of Burgundy was thus amuſing 


the ambaſſadors, all the king's other affairs were in 


a manner ſuſpended, and thoſe of Catalonia went 


very ill. John of Lorain had ſucceeded the duke 
of Calabria in the command of the troops, which 
made war in the name of Rene king of Sicily ; but 


the army had not the ſame confidence in their new 
jr, as in him they had lately loſt, John of 
orain kept always upon the defenſive, and aimed 


at nothing farther than preſerving Barcelona, in 
which he ſhut himſelf up. The king of Arragon 
maſter of the field, ſoon obliged Gironne to ſurren- 


der : the loſs of this city drew after it that of ſeveral 


others, into which the king of Arragon put ga- 
riſons, who making incurſions to the very gates of 
Barcelona, kept it in a manner blocked up. John of 
Lorain ordered Guerri to attempt a ſally, but being 
repulſed by Alphonſo baſtard of Arragon, he eſca- 


ped into the tower of Fabregua, where he was be- 


ſieged. Don Dennis of Portugal ſallying out at the 
head of fix ſeore troopers, and four thouſand foot, 
to diſengage Guerri, Alphonſo of Arragon advan- 

„„ ced, 
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routed and purſued him to the gates of Barcelona. 


of twenty-four thouſand crowns: in this manner 


bance his brother gave him. The hopes of marry- 
head with a thouſand aſpiring projects: a weak 
impreſſions of fancy. Thoſe who were moſt in fa- 
vour with the duke, knew him too well to trouble 


him ſubſervient to their own deſigns. His favour 


* lady Montſoreau his miſtreſs. Malicorne, jea- 


Touars. The duke of Guyenne left two daughters by her. 
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ced, and attacked him with ſuch vigour, that he 


It was not doubted but the king of Arragon 
would improve this advantage by entering Rouſſillon, 
The king, who ſtood in need of a man of expe- 
rience in this province, and wanted to employ Tan- 
neguy du Chatel, the governor of it, elſewhere, 
permitted du Lau, who was again reſtored to fa- 
vour, to enjoy this government for a conſideration 


was the venality of offices firſt introduced. 
The king's uneaſineſs with regard to the affairs 

of Rouſſillon, was further increaſed by the diſtur- 

ing Mary of Burgundy, filled the duke of Guyenne's 


mind is but the more liable to give way to all the 


| 

4 
themſelves with giving him counſels he was incapa= ÞF j 
ble of following, and thought of nothing but making x 
2 

t 

0 


was at this time ſhared between Odet Daidie lord 
of Leſcun, his miniſter, and Collette de Jambes, 
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lous of Leſcun, had joined the faction of the wo- t 
men, which for the moſt part carried all before it: t! 
poiſon was in thoſe days the common weapon which p 
rivals made uſe of to deſtroy one another, | a 
| Had the duke of Guyenne's court been more u- h 
nited, it would have only the more endangered the tc 
' tranquillity of the kingdom. That prince was al- fa 
ways ready to join the malecontents, who were at N 
this time very numerous. The count de Foix com- fe 
plained, that the king had refuſed him the guardian- 
ſhip of the prince of Vianne's children, and given TN 
| | ors it hi 
* She was widow of Lewis d' Amboiſe, viſcount de pe 
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it to Magdalen of France their mother. The ducheſs 
of Savoy forgetting the obligations ſhe was under to 


the king, had leagued with the duke of Guyenne, 


and was endeavouring to draw over to her party the 


duke of Milan, her brother-in-law. The duke of 


Britany and king of Arragon were capable of form- 
ing a very powerful league; and it was confident] 

reported, that the duke of Burgundy would very 
ſoon be in Guyenne. And indeed, to be diſliked 
by the king, was a ſufficient recommendation to 
his brother's favour, The count of Armagnac fled 
to him for ſhelter, and was re-eſtabliſhed in all his 


poſſeſſions. Charles of Albret, known by the name 


of the cadet d'Albret, preſuming on the ſame pro- 


tection, wanted to poſteſs himſelf of the eſtate of 
Allen his nephew, the eldeſt of the houſe of Albret, 
who, as having been bred up at the king's court, 


was of courſe become odious to the duke of Guyenne, 
Allen, to ſtop his uncle's murmurs, and leave him no 
pretence, came and did homage to the duke, who 
preſſed him to continue with him ; but -he made 


anſwer, that he ſnould render himſelf unworthy of 
his favour, did he forget the obligations he was un- 
der to the king. Cl. | 


During theſe tranſaQions, it was known at court, 


4 that the duke of Guyenne was dangerouſly ill, and 


that the lady de Montſoreau had been 
poiſoned hy friar John Fauve Deverſois, Dec. 14. 
abbot of St. John of Angely. This monk 
had given her poiſon in a peach, and was ſuppoſed 


to have been employed for that purpoſe by the 
faction of Leſcun. It is certain, that the lady de 


Montſoreau had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the abbot; 


for, ſhe named him one of her executors in her will. 


The death of the lady de Montſoreau, 
made the duke of Guyenne very appre- 1472. 


henſive on his own account: his diſtem- Mar. 29. 


per increaſed daily; but he ſeemed de- 
VVT ſirous 
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firous to divert his fears by the multitude of projects 
he was continually forming. He ſent Suplainyille, 
vice-admiral of Guyenne, and Henry Malet bailiff 
of Montfort, to preſs the duke of Burgundy to come 
to a ſpeedy concluſion : they had orders to repreſent 
all the pretended grounds of complaint againſt the 
king; that it was manifeſtly his deſign to diſpoſſeſs 
him of Guyenne ; that he was preparing to enter it 
at the head of an army, and in the mean time en- 
deavoured to draw him into his meaſures, by the 
moſt advantageous offers; (thoſe namely mentioned 
above:) but that he was reſolved to liſten to no pro- 
poſals, and preferred the marriage of Mary of Bur- 
. gundy, to all the overtures that could be made him. 
The king being informed of all the ſteps taken 
: by his brother, ſent la Tremouille, Doriole, and 
Oliver le Roux, to the duke of Burgundy, with new 
inſtructions, importing, that in order to remove all 
difficulties, it would be proper to refer the deciſion 
of their differences to ſix perſons choſen on purpoſe ; 
that he would name on his fide, the conſtable, the 
| biſhop of Langres, and the preſident Boullanger, 
that the duke might chuſe three others ; and that if 
they could not agree, the final determination ſhould 
be left to the cardinal Beſſarion legate in France, or 
ſuch other as the ſix arbitrators ſhould jointly nomi- 
nate. But the duke, inſtead of liſtening to an ac- 
commodation, ſtill perſiſted in demanding the reſti- 
tution of the towns taken from him. The king 
pretended, that he had a juſt title to them, and 
made a great merit of his offering to refer to arbi- 
tration, a right which he deemed inconteſtible : he 
furthermore offered to prolong the truce for three 
months, without however comprehending in it the 
dukes of Guyenne and Britany, or at leaſt without 


inſerting any written article to that pur- 


Mar. 22, poſe. The duke of Burgundy accepted 
5 the prolongation of the truce till the 1 5th 
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of June, but inſiſted that the dukes of Guyenne, 
Britany and Calabria, ſhould be expreſsly mentioned 
in it. 

While theſe negotiations were carrying on at the 
court of Burgundy, the king was employed in put- 
ting his provinces in a poſture of defence: he had 
ſome time before ſent a herald at arms into Nor- 
mandy, to ſignify to the duke of Britany, his ſur- 
prize at the warlike preparations making in his do- 
minions; that he was unwilling to believe the duke 
had any intention of breaking his engagements z 
but that if any ſuch ſteps were taken, he would ſoon 
make appear to all chriſtian princes, which was in 
the wrong, The duke made anſwer; that he had 


never given the leaſt ground for ſuſpecting his fidelity, 


but always continued ſteady in his engagements with he 
king, though neither he nor his ſubjects found any benefit 
by it : that for his part, he granted the ſame privileges 
to the French as to his wn ſubjefts, whereas the Britons 
ſuffered all manner of oppreſſim from the king; that 


their commerce was checked by unreaſonable impoſitions, 


their eſtates ruined by confiſcations, their ſhips taken on 
the open ſeas, and oft times inſulted in their ports : that 


the king had end:avoured to perſuade the Scots to make a 


deſcent upon Britany, and had even promiſed a grant of 
that duchy to the king of Scotland. As to the warlike 
Preparations of which the king complained, he alleuged, 
that it was no more than common prudence to put himſelf 
in a poſture of defence, now that the truce was about to 
expire in this he did nothing contrary to the faith of 
treaties, and if violent meaſures were purſued, he knew 
how to defend his honour ; as was incumbent on every 
prince to do. DE, > OS 


The duke of Britany, after making this declara- 


tion to the heralds, charged Nicholas de Kermeno, 


and Souplainville, who had been ſent to him by the. 
duke of Guyenne, to go and inform the duke of 


Burgundy of what he had done, and to tell him at 
. D | | | the 
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the ſame time, that the duke of Guyenne had ſent 


two written obligations, by one of which he enga- 
ged, tocauſe to be reſtored to the duke of Burgundy, 
Amiens, Rove, Montdidier, S. Quintin, and all the 
other towns detained from him, contrary to the 
treaty of Peronne; and by the other, promiſed to 


Tatify whatever ſhould be agreed to in the treaty of 


perpetual alliance he was deſirous of concluding with 


the duke of Burgundy, upon condition that he ful- 


filled his promiſe relating to the marriage of his 


daughter, in which caſe the duke of Guyenne obli- 


ged himſelf to join him with his archers and arriere- 


ban. 
of Britany had already made a declaration of nearly 


the ſame nature to the duke of Burgundy; he added 


upon this occaſion, that he was ſolliciting Edward 


for a body of ſix thouſand archers, and prayed the 4 


duke of Burgundy to concur with him in this requeſt, 
Lewis XI. was ſoon informed by a Spy he had in 


dition to ſail from the ports of Breſt and S. Malo. 


The duke of Britany's complaints in regard to the 1 
promiſe which he ſuppoſed Lewis had made to the 


he could in Denmark, The duke of Britany is not 
once mentioned in it, though it is not improbable 
Lewis might have deſigns which regarded that prince. 
Whilſt the king was thus preparing for war, he or- 
dered publick prayers to be put up for peace. As he 
was particularly attached to the worſhip 

May. of the bleſſed virgin, he enjoined, that 
! every day at noon, the ſalutation ſhould 


£8 
2 


King of Scotland, to put him in poſſeſſion of Britany, 
had no other foundation than a commiſſion given to 
Concreſſault, to preſs the king of Scotland, to equip 
as numerous a fleet as poſſible, and levy what troops 


It appears by the inſtructions, that the duke | 


Britany, that the duke was preparing forces both by A 
ſea and land, and that his fleet was already in con- 
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be thrice recited kneeling, This prince always reft- 
leſs and enterprizing, was offering up vows for 
| SIT peace, 
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peace, levying troops, nogotiating, aſſembling an 
army, ſeeking to appeaſe his enemies, and at the 
ſame time holding himſelf in a readineſs for war. 


William Chartier biſhop of Paris died about this 


time; a prelate who poſſeſſed in an eminent degree, 


all the virtues belonging to his function, adored by 
the poor, whoſe wants he relieved, and beloved by 
the people, whom he edified by his inſtructions. It 
were to be wiſhed he had confined himſelf wholly 
to his eccleſiaſtical calling, and not meddled, as he 


' ſometimes did, with affairs, for which he had nei- 


ther the requiſite talents nor experience, and where 

his blind zeal was apt to tranſport him ſometimes 
beyond his duty. When the confederate princes 
were before Paris, he was one of thoſe who coun- 
ſelled admitting them into the city in the king's ab- 
ſence, His views tended to peace, but had his ad- 
vice been followed, the kingdom was undone. 
Lewis XI. never forgot this proceeding of the bi- 


ſhop's, and as ſoon as he heard of. his death, he 
wrote a letter to the mayor of Paris, wherein he laid 


open the grounds of complaint he had againſt that 
prelate, and inſiſted upon their being mentioned in 


his epitaph. 


The duke of Guyenne began to be diffident of 


thoſe wWho were about him. Princes are not always 


happy enough to have friends on whom they can re- 


ly; and it is but too common in their laſt moments 
to ſee them very little regarded. The duke having 
required a new oath of fidelity from his Gend- armes, 


many refuſed to take it. His ſervants and adhe- 


rents finding that he declined daily, abandoned him, 
began to caſt their eyes upon the king, and endea- 
voured to recover his favour, D' Archiac delivered 
up a place which he held for the duke of Guyenne, 
yet was but coldly received by the King: he had re- 
ſolved to be revenged on d' Archiac, who had been 


and 
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and was now returned only out of neceſſity. He 
wrote to du Chatel not to attack any fortified 
towns, becauſe they might be compelled perhaps to 
reſtore them again, whereas they would all fall into 
his hands of courſe, if a peace was concluded. 
Shortly after, the king perceiving that it was in 


vain to rely upon the overtures made by the duke of 


Burgundy, wrote to du Chatel and Cruſſol, that he 
approved of the enterprize upon Rochelle, promi- 
ſing to be with them inſtantly if it ſue- 
May 24. ceeded. But the duke of Guyenne's 
bo death quite changed the face of affairs. 
That prince, by his will, owned the king for his 
heir, made him principal executor, aſked his par- 
don for all the injuries he had done him, and de- 
clared that he ſincerely forgave him on his ſide ; 
he alſo requeſted him to pay his debts, and recom- 
penſe his ſervants. The executors named in the 
will, beſides the king, were Arthur de Montauban 


archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, Roland de Cofic his con- 


feſſor, Mechineau his chaplain, Leſcun, Malicorne, 
Roger de Grammont, and Lenoncourt, 

It was confidently pretended by ſome, that the 
duke of Guyenne had been poiſoned. Leſcun, ei- 
ther deſirous to remove all ſuſpicions from himſelf, 
or out of concern for the loſs of his maſter, or ra- 

ther of his fortune, arreſted the abbot of S. Jean 
d*Angrely, and Henry la Roche the prince's cook, 
both accuſed of being acceſſary to his death, He 
ſent them into Britany, in order to be burnt alive, 
and even had the inſolence to ſpread a report, that 
the crime had been committed by order of the king. 

The duke of Burgundy publiſhed a 
Jun 22. terrible manifeſto upon this occaſion: 


he accuſed the king of having in the 


year 1470, ſuborned Baudouin baſtard of Burgundy, 


John d' Arſon, and Chaſſa, to poiſon him; and 


pretended, that he had now by the like practices 


compalſ ied 
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charged him with the crime of high treaſon againſt 


the crown, the princes, and the ſtate; and main- 


tained, that it was their duty to unite all againſt 
him, as a parricide, heretick, and idolater. 

As the king thought it unbecoming the royal 
majeſty to make any anſwer to theſe invectives by 


an apology, he for ſome time took no notice of 


them; but fearing leſt even his ſilence ſhould be 
conſtrued as a tacit. acknowledgment of guilt, he 
appointed commiſſioners to ſet on foot a proſecu- 
tion againſt the abbot of St. Jean, de la Roche, 


with ſuch others as the duke of Britany ſhould think 


fit to name. The commiſſioners nominated by the 


king were Helie de Bourdeille archbiſhop of Tours, 


the biſhop of Lombez, John de Popaincourt, pre- 


ſident in parliament, Bernard Lautret, preſident of 


Toulouſe, Peter Gruel, preſident of Grenoble, and 
Roland de Coſic, originally of Britany, the late 
duke of Guvenne's confeſſor, who had before drawn 
up an indictment againſt the criminals during their 
impriſonment at Bourdeaux, PIGS 

The king diſpatched theſe commiſſioners with 
letters addrefled to the duke of Britany, the chan- 
cellor Chauvin, and Leſcan. He told them, that 
it ought to be equally the deſire of all the princes, 
to diſcover, if poſſible, the truth of a charge of this 
nature, and bring the guilty to puniſhment ; that it 
was of general concern to let none of the contrivers 
and accomplices lie concealed, or eſcape ; and that 
though he might juſtly claim the cognizance of this 
cauſe himſelf, as both the abbot of St. John and la 
Roche were ſubjects of France, and had committed 


the crime in that kingdom, yet he readily conſented 


to their being tried at Nantes; he further requeſted 
the duke of Britany, to nominate commiſſioners on 


his part, who might join in this enquiry with thoſe 


he had ſent. Beſides theſe publick inſtructions, it 


D 3 was 


compaſſed the death of the duke of Guyenne. He 


It 
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was in a particular manner recommended to the 
commiſfioners by the king, to do nothing but in 
preſence of Roland de Cofic, who could not be ſuſ- 
pected, as having attended the duke of Guyenne in 
his laſt moments, and afterwards retired into Bri- 

e 5 3 
The king was deſirous of having the proceſs ma- 
naged in the moſt publiek and open manner; he 
inſiſted, that John de Chaiſſaignes, preſident of 
 Bourdeaux, who began the proſecution, and the 
archbiſhop's Vicar, ſhould both be heard, that in 
interrogating the criminals, they ſhould be queſtioned 
whether the king had any knowledge of the crime, 
or whether any endeavours had been ufed to induce 
them to. accuſe him ; and that a faithful tranſcript 
of their anſwers ſhould be ſent him. The commiſ- 
ſioners took with them two notaries, one was to carry 
the original depoſitions, and deliver them to the arch- 
biſhop of Tours, in the preſence of the duke of Bri- 
tany, to whom they were to be afterwards given by 
the archbiſhop. The commiſſioners had orders not 
to read their inſtructions to the duke but in full 
council, and the notaries were to take down his 
anſwer in writing, and inſert in their verbal pro- 
ceſs, if he either refuſed to concur in the proceſs, or 
was any cauſe of hindrance and delay, _ 
All theſe precautions taken by the king, have 
not been ſufficient to ſecure him againſt the aſper- 
fions of calumny, or prevent ſome ſrom giving cre- 
dit to what is related by Brantome *, who were 
long 


BgBrantome was far from being an exact writer. He 
crowded together without choice, examination, or judge- 
ment, all the relations he could any where pick up. The 
defire of knowing and handing down to poſterity, pri- 
vate memoirs and hiſtory, is a ſtrong proof of credulity 
in the collectors; his pretended plainneſs and ſimplicity 
takes with ſome readers ; for we are often apt to miſtake 
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long after. He tells us, that he learned from an 


old canon, that no body had ever ſuſpefted the ſhare 
which Lewis Xl. had in his brother's death; but that 


one day, as he was at prayers at Clery, his fool over- 


heard him aſh pardon for the death of his brother, whom 
he had cauſed to be poiſoned by the wicked abbot of Au- 


grely. | 5 5 5 
One cannot enough wonder at the oddneſs of the 


evidence upon which Brantome preſumes to advance 


ſo cruel an inſinuation, but in all times the malice 


of men has abundantly ſupplied what was wanting to 


the proof of ill- natured reports. Neither is it true, 
that Lewis XI. was never ſuſpected of the duke of 
Guyenne's death, ſeeing the duke of Burgundy ex- 
preſsly charges him with it in his manifeſto, Clau- 


dius Seiſſel, the ſworn enemy of Lewis XI. contents 
_ himſelf with ſaying, many advance what yet I will not 
venture to affirm, that Lewis AI. cauſed his brother te 


be poiſoned ; but ſo far is certain, that he never had any 
confidence in him whilft he lived, and was far from be- 
ing diſpleaſed with his death. 


Though the commiſſion above-mentioned was not 


appointed till eighteen months after the duke of 
Guyenne's death (viz. the 22d of November, 1473.) 
yet I thought it beſt to relate at once all that con- 


cerns this affair . It appears from what has been 


already 


a certain antiquity and obſoleteneſs of ſtile, for the natu- 


ral and undiſguiſed in writing. Beſides, but few pretend, 


that this unaffected and ſimple manner, is rather a proof 


of the fincerity of the writer, than of the truth of the 
facts he relates. 35 5 

* A manuſcript chronicle of thoſe times informs us, 
that Leſcun arriving in Britany, preſented the criminals 
to the duke, with this ſpeech ; in vengeance for the duke 
of Guyenne, and for you my lord and ſovereign, who 
have loſt in him your deareſt and beſt friend, and in re- 


ard that both you and he were my true and liege lords, 
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already ſaid, that the duke of Guyenne was poi- 


ſoned; that the abbot of S, Jean d' Angrely was 


the author of the crime; and that la Roche was an 


accomplice; but it is not ſo eaſy to diſcover who 


were the prime agents in this dark undertaking. 


_ Lewis by his brother's death was delivered from 
many dangerous factions and intrigues, but it would 


be very wrong on this foundation to ſuſpect that he 


had a hand in it. His enemies had the criminals in 


their own power, and it is not to be doubted but 
they would have made their depoſitions publick, 


had there been any thing in them that charged this 
guilt upon the king. The abbot of S. John was 


accuſed of having poiſoned the lady de Montſoreau, 
and it was ſuppoſed to be at the inſtigation of Leſ- 


| Eun her enemy, and jealous of her credit; but he 


could not have the ſame reaſon to wiſh for the death 
I here deliver into your hands the murderers of their lord 
and maſter, that they may be puniſhed according to their 
deſerts, and ſerve as an example to all who have aban- 


doncd themſelves to ſuch ' enormities, = The 
which injured duke, ſo little deſerving of this out- 


rage and martyrdom, now calls for juſtice on his murde- 
rers, and wocld in perſon require it at your hands, were 
it the will of heaven again to open his eyes, that he might 
ſee the endeavours I have uſed to procure due vengeance, 
Upon which the duke anſwered, they ſhall have the re- 
quital their crimes deſerve, and I heartily wiſh, that they 
who hired them to this murder, were equally in my 
power, for they ſhould never eſcape out of my hands, 
without giving ſecurity for their appearance, nor can I 


prevail upon myſelf to believe that any chriſtian man 


would chuſe to give ey for them, He then com- 
manded the criminals to be led to priſon, and well guard- 


ed. The abbot was confined in a houſe in Nantes, which 


was guarded by Bertrand de Muſſilac, and la Roche was 


ſent to Bouffay. After a long confinement, the abbot, 
_ conſcious of his guilt, and dreading puniſhment, ſtrang- 
led himſelf in priſon : as for la Roche, I Know not what 


became of him, 
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.of a prince, whoſe favour he enjoyed without a ri- 


val. It is probable the duke was poiſoned without 


deſign, as it had not been foreſeen, that he would 
eat (which in fact he did) the half of the poiſoned 
peach preſented to his miſtreſs. If Leſcun had em- 
ployed the abbot to poiſon the lady de Montſoreau, 
would he have ventured upon apprehending him ? 


would he not have dreaded a diſcovery ? perhaps the 


abbot, as being one of the faction, committed the 
firſt crime without a formal order, as not doubting 
but it would be grateful to Leſcun, and a ſure way 
of getting into his favour : perhaps too Leſcun had 
him apprehended, only to remove from himſelf the 
ſuſpicion of being an accomplice, while he privately 
endeavoured to bring him off, or at leaſt to hinder 
his making any declaration to his prejudice. It is 


indeed very ſingular, that after ſo great a noiſe made 


about this affair, the abbot ſhould be kept above 
two years in priſon, without a poſſibility of proving 
his guilt, and that his accomplice ſhould never more 
be heard of, Tis pretended the duke of Britany 
ordered the abbot of Angrely to be ſtrangled, being 
in ſome fear leſt he ſhould accuſe the king, to whom 
he was now reconciled, Perhaps too, the king 
having pardoned Leſcun, was unwilling to puſh 
further the examination of an affair, wherein he 
might have been found concerned. However this 
be, there ſtill remains an obſcurity, which though it 


leaves no room to doubt of the crime itſelf, has 


throw a veil over the principal authors. 
Mean time Simon de Quingey arrived at court 
from the duke of Burgundy, to be preſent at the 
king's ſwearing to the obſervance of the late treaty; 
but as it was diſadvantageous to him, and the duke 
of Guyenne's death had changed the face of affairs, 
he refuſed to confirm it: | 5 


the readier are they, for the moſt part, to break 


The greater ſhew princes make of good maxims. 
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them. Lewis and the duke had conſtantly in their 
mouths that celebrated one of king John: If ſince- 
rity and truth were baniſhed the reit of the earth, 

they ought to be found in the heart of kings, and 
yet both equally ſet themſelves to deceive. The 
king wanted only to draw off the duke of Burgundy 
from the alliance of his brother; and the great aim 
of the duke of Burgundy was to recover into his 
hands the cities of Amiens and S. Quintin. Quin- 
gey had orders to take Britany in his return, to 
prevent the duke's being alarmed upon hearing of a 
truce, which was intended only as a feint. 

The duke of Burgundy finding that the king re- 
ſuſed to ratify the treaty, took the field at the head 
of a numerous army, and encamped at Halbuterne, 
between Arras and Bapaume. 

The king began by ſeizing the duchy of Guyenne. 
IIis brother's officers finding it their beſt ok to 
make np matters with the king, emulouſly ſtrove - 
to regain his favour. Some came and offered their 
ſervice, others ſold it for the beſt price they could; 
in fine, all followed the preſent career of fortune. 
The king was too Wiſe to loſe the preſent favourable 
opportunity, by an ill- timed ſeverity, and therefore 
endeavoured to attach by kindneſs, thoſe whom, in 

other circumſtances, he would have puniſhed ſe- 
verely, The fame conduct he obſerved towards the 
cities; he confirmed their privileges, and granted a 
general indemnity to all that had ſided with the 
duke of Guyenne. He re-annexed to the crown 
the city of Bayonne, at the requeſt of the inhabi- 
tants ; re-eſtabliſhed at Bourdeaux the parliament, 
which had been transferred to Poitiers; pardoned 
the citizens of Pezenas and Montaignae, who had 
revolted, and reſtored tranquillity to the kingdom. 

The duke of Burgundy having paſſed the Somme, 
preſented himſelf before Neſle. The governor at 
firſt defended it with great valour ; but! ding 855 


3 
ris 
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it would be impoſſible to ſave the place, capitulated, 


and came out with Madam de Neſle to ſettle the | 


articles. He returned ſoon after, in order to oblige 
the franc-archers to quit their military habits, ac» 


cording to the terms of the capitulation ; but the 
beſiegers entering at the ſame time, put all they 


met to the ſword ; they even maſlacred, without 
compaſſion, thoſe who had taken refuge in the 
churches: the commandant was hanged, and ſuch 
as eſcaped with life, had their hands cut off. The 


duke thirſting after blood in proportion as he ſhed it, 
ordered fire to be ſet to the city, and beheld it in 


flames with a barbarous joy, ſaying, Such fruit bears 
the tree of war, Some pretend to excuſe the duke, 
alledging that the inhabitants of Neſle killed the 
herald who was ſent to ſummon them to ſurrender, 


and fired upon the beſiegers during the capitulation. 


Princes have always ſome about them mean and 


abandoned enough to excuſe their moſt unjuſtifiable 


actions. 
The duke marched immediately to Roye, and 


carried it in two days. The conſtable fearing leſt 


the terror ſhould ſpread, and communicate itſelf to 


the neighbouring towns, wrote to the king, who 
Was upon the frontiers of Britany, to come to the 


aſſiſtance of Picardy. The king, nothing alarmed 
at the duke's Progreſs, contented himſelf with 


ſending Dammartin to command jointly with the 


conſtable. 


The duke of Burgundy, encouraged by his firſt 
| ſucceſs, preſented * himſelf before Beau- 


vais. Inſtead of inveſting it, he made June 27. 
an attempt to take it by ſtorm. The 
inhabitants defended themſelves with great bravery, 


and William de Valle coming up during the aſſault 


with two hundred lances, haſtened to the attack, 


and by his timely aſſiſtance, finiſned the defeat of 
the Burgundians. Next day the marſhal Rovault, 
99 Ciruſſol, 
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Cruſſol, de Beuil, Torcy, d' Eſtouteville his bro- 
ther, Salazar, Mery de Gus, and Guerin le Gro- 
ing, all brave and experienced officers, entered the 
town with three hundred lances. The city of Pa- 


ris, ſenſible how much it was intereſted in the fate 
of Beauvais, ſent the baſtard of Rochechouard at 


the head of a company of croſs-bow-men, with am- 
munition of all ſorts, The conſtable and Dam- 
martin dividing their troops, poſted themſelves on 
different ſides, but in ſuch manner that they might 
join in caſe of neceſſity, By this diſpoſition they 
were enabled to intercept the convoys of the Bur- 
gundians, to fall upon their detachments, and b 


cutting off their ſupplies of proviſion, ſoon raiſed a 


famine in the camp. The duke reduced to the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs by this management, reſolved to give 


a ſecond aſſault, To that end he or- 


Fuh 9. dered his artillery to play upon the gate 
adjoining to the Hotel-Dieu ; and his 
troops having filled up the ditch, prepared to ſtorm 

the breach. D'*Eftouteville received them with 
great bravery. In the attack, which continued 
four hours, the Burgundians loſt upwards of fifteen 
hundred Men, and could the Gend-armes have ſal- 
lied, would probably have all been cut to pieces. 
But as the gates were walled up on that ſide, the 


precautions taken to preſerve the town, proved the 


ſecurity of the beſiegers. Tis ſaid that only four 
fell on the ſide of the beſieged. This check was a 
great diſcouragement to the enemy. Next day Sa- 
Jazar ſallied with a" detachment, penetrated to the 
tents of « the Burgundians, burnt ſeveral, and car- 
ried off ſome pieces of cannon: he loſt very few 
men in the action, but was himſelf dangerouſly 
wounded. Theſe allies, though ſucceſsful, very 
much weakened the beſieged. Application was 
made to the Pariſians for new ſuccours: the con- 


ſtable Poe that the ing being reſolved, at all ha- 
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zards, to ſave Bea uvais, Paris ought to ſend thither 
her artillery, ſince the gariſon of S. Quintin was 


already too much weakened by detaching the men 


at arms. 
Upon this a confultation was held amongſt the 
principal Pariſians, wherein it was alledged, that 


they had already rather exceeded in their ſupplies, 
it being of more importance to preſerve the capital 
than Beauvais, and that the king, fatisfied of their 
fidelity, would, no doubt, approve the prudent care 


they took of themſelves. As Paris was thus un- 
able to grant any freſh ſuccours to thoſe of Beau- 


vais, the city of Orleans undertook it, and ſent 
them powder, arms, and a convoy of proviſions, 


Mean while the Pariſians were providing for their 
defence, and raiſed a hody of three thouſand men, 


to be payed by the parliament, the chamber of ac- 


compts, and the city. The duke of 
Burgundy, fearing the total diſtruction TFuly 10. 
of his army, raiſed the ſiege of Beauvais. 

He committed a great error at his firſt ſetting out, 


in not encamping between Paris and Beauvais, in 


order to cut off their communication. 

The king, willing to reward the fidelity and va- 
lour of the inhabitants of Beauvais, granted them 
and their ſucceſſors the privilege of holding Fees and 


meſne Fees, without acknowledgment or fine, He 


exempted them from the ban and arriere-ban, and 
allowed them a guard of their own citizens, with 
exemption from taxes, and the liberty of chufing 
their own officers. As devotion had a great ſhare 
in all the conſtitutions of theſe times, the king ap- 
pointed an annual proceſſion for carrying the relicks 
of St. Angadreme, to whom they aſcribed the pre- 
fervation of their city. In this ceremony the wo- 


men were to walk before the men, in memory of 


their behaviour at the late aſſault, where the men 
were in danger of being repulſed, had not the wo- 
v 5 | men 
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men come to their aſſiſtance, headed by Jane Ha- 
chette. This heroine appeared ſword in hand upon 
the breach, beat back the enemy, tore away the 
ſtandard they were going to fix upon the wall, and 

| tumbled him that carried it into the ditch. The 4 
king moreover permitted the women a full libertx 
with regard to ornament and dreſs, which makes 
it probable that there were then ſumptuary laws 
ſubſiſting; regulating the appearance and habit f 
the women. : 
The duke of Burgundy, to be revenged for his 
loſs before Beauvais, marched into the country of 
Caux, deſtroying all with fire and ſword. He took 
the cities of Eu and 8. Valery, and advanced to= |? 
wards Dieppe; but the conſtable and Dammartin Þ* 


1 approaching, prevented his undertaking any thing 1 
1 againſt that town. Diſappointed in this project, he 
wrecked his vengeance upon Longueville, which he 
reduced to aſhes, and immediately went and en- 
camped before Rouen. Mean while his army was 
in want of every thing, and began to mutiny; all 
j his convoys were intercepted, and the gariſons of |? 
1% Amiens and St. Quintin ravaged his country |? 
"Ti without oppoſition, carry ing fire and ſword. wiere- 2 
bi ever they came. z 
nt The duke was at length obliged to retire: in his 3 
i retreat he took Neuchatel, and burnt ſeveral eaſtles 
1 he laid waſte, with particular ſeverity, the places 
1 belonging to the conſtable, either to be revenged of 
1 him, or with a deſign to bring him over to his | 
1 party. The furious manner in which he made war, 
1 contributed to the ruin of his army, which could ; 
8 not any longer ſubſiſt in a country rendered quite 5 
. deſolate. The duke abandoned his own dominions = 
1 to ravage thoſe of his enemy; loſt many of the beſt 
[ ji officers of his army, anc, after all, derived no other 5 
1 advantage from the campaign, than the title of Ter- | 
14 rible, which, in true Eſtimation, is rather a preju- | 
| | „„ = dice 
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dice to a prince, The count de Rouſſi made war 
on the frontiers of Champagne, with the ſame cru- 
elty as the duke his maſter in Picardy. He took 
Tonerre, burnt Monſaugeon, and carried fire and 
ſword into the country round Joigny, Troye, and 
Langres. The count Dauphine d' Auvergne deter- 


mined upon repriſals, invaded Burgundy, and laid 


waſte the country in the ſame mercileſs manner. 


All the letters ſent to the king by the ſeveral 
commanders of his troops, could not prevail upon 
him to quit the frontiers of Britany. The duke 


had lately ſigned a treaty with the Engliſh, in which 
Edward had engaged to make a deſcent upon France 
in the ſpring, or to ſend a lieutenant- general, with 
a body of troops ſufficient to keep the field, The 
duke promiſed to furniſh four hundred lances, and 
archers in proportion, to receive the Engliſh into 
his ports, and to ſupply them with all neceſſaries. 
The king was not minutely informed of all the par- 
ticulars of the treaty ; but knowing that there were 


_ deſigns of this nature on foot, and not willing to be 
Jonger amuſed with pretended offers, he entered 


Britany with his army. Chantoce ſurrendered im- 
mediately, Machecou opened its gates, nor did An- 
cenis hold out long. The king wrote to the con- 
ſtable and Dammartin, that he was determined to 
come to a battle, and hoped, in a very ſhort time, 
to oblige the duke to hearken to reaſon. He told 
them, that he would ſoon be in a condition to ſend 
them a detachment from bis army, requeſted them 
that till then they would put nothing to the hazard, 
but endeavour to harraſs the Burgundian army, and 
ruin it, if poffible, by cutting off all means of ſub- 
ſiſtence. 

The Britons beginning now to feel the evils of 
war, and ſeeing their commerce ruined, preſſed 
their prince to hearken to the king's propoſals, Des 
Eſſars, governor of Montfort, and Souplainville, 
maſter 
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maſter of the houſhold to the duke, began a negoti- 
ation. The greateſt difficulty proceeded from the 
hatred ſubſiſting between du Chatel and Leſcun. 
The king loved the firſt, to whom he was under 
great obligations, and dreaded the ſecond, who 


was, nevertheleſs, capable of doing him great ſer- 


vice. This laſt motive was very powerful with 


Lewis XI. however, out of eſteem for du Chatel, 


he acquainted him with his ſituation, and the reaſons 
that obliged him to treat with Leſcun. A truce for 
a year being figned, Leſcun was reſtored to favour, 


and made governor of Guyenne and Blaye. The 


dukes of Calabria and Bourbon were comprehended 
in the truce, but with an exprefs article, that their 


refuſing to accept of this comprehenſion, ſhould not j 


releaſe the duke of Britany from his prefent obliga- 
tions. The king was to pay him ſixty thouſand 


livres, and reſtore the towns lately taken, Ancenis |? 
_ excepted, which he was to keep as a ſecurity for 


the performance of the conditions of the treaty. 


"The duke of Burgundy, as much harraſſed, and 3 
A greater ſufferer by the war, than even thoſe whoſe 4 
dominions he had Jaid wafte, was in like manner 


obliged to agree to a truee. 


-  Sixtus IV. deſirous to reſtore peace among the 3 
chriſtian princes, ſent cardinal Beſſarion into France. 
This prelate was alfo commiſſioned to wait upon the 


dukes of Burgundy and Britany ;. but he had not 


time to put this deſign in execution, and contented 4 
himſelf with only writing to the two princes, which 


entirely Oey the _ related by Brantome“. 


— 
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Wo 
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3 


* Brantome fays, .that Beſſarion having repaired firſt to - i 
the court of Burgundy, before he came into France, 
Lewis XI. was greatly offended at it, and diſcovered his 
reſentment at his firſt audience, in taking him by the 
beard, and addreſſing him in a wretched quibble, BY Bo 4 
græcà genus retinent quod habere ſolebant, Ha * | 3 
22 3 cen 


The Hisrory of LEWIS XI. 65 


Beſſarion not ſucceeding in his embaſſy, died of 
grief on his return to Rome. 

Mean while the king, willing to keep fair with 
Sixtus IV. gave orders to his ambaſſadors to ſign an 


1 agreement propoſed to him by the pope; but the 


univerſity objecting to it, it was never regiſtered 
in parliament, and therefore came to nothing T. 
= Galeas duke of Milan, finding that thoſe who 
3 had been the king's moſt declared enemies, now 
: ſued for peace, began to be aſhamed of appearing a- 
„ = gainſt a prince who had given him ſo many proofs 
e of friendſhip ; he offered to lend him fifty thouſand 
4 |F crowns, and renew their ancient alliance. Lewis, 
ir always ready to ſacrifice his reſentment to his inte- 
t reſt, readily accepted the offer of the 


concluded a new treaty with Galeas, in 

which all the foregoing treaties were confirmed, 
or : and whereby they mutually engaged, not to treat 
with any other prince but by joint agreement. As 
nd ſoon as the treaty was figned, Boletto, the duke of 
oſe Milan's ambaſſador, declared to the king, that his 


ner maſter made him a preſent of the fifty thoufand 
"XZ crowns he had lately lent him. The king, by way 


the 3 of acknowledgement, aſſured the duke, that he 


ce. would require him to furniſh no aid of men or mo- 


the ney for three years. 7 
not The chancellor Juvenal des Urſins died this year. 


hich the 
* 1 | | 4 | 3 | ED | 

5 "i been better informed, he would have told us that the 

Lr100 Fg 


"IM 3 nal's being one of the commiſſioners whom he excepted 
7** © againſt in the trial of Balue, but alſo his preſumption in 
g bi 2 ſolliciting afterwards a pardon for the criminal 


the . 
we 31ſt of October for engrofling it, are to be found in 
1 5 3 Pinſon's edition of the commentaire ſur la pragmatique 
aon ſanctione, p. 1052, &c. = 
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\- |} money, wrote a letter of thanks, and October. 


ted He had been counſellor in parliament, captain of 
king's reſentment was occaſioned not only by the cardi- 


+ This contract with the letters patents granted the 
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the Gend-armes, lieutenant of Dauphine, and bailiff 
of Sens. As he was a man of extenſive talents, that 
qualified him for almoſt any office, Charles VII. 
advanced him to the dignity of chancellor, Lewis 
XI. upon his coming to the crown, was induced 
by the faction then at court, to lay aſide Urfins, 
but reſtored him again for the good of the ſtate, at 
the end of the war of the publick good, Peter 
Doriole ſucceeded Urſins. 
Amedeus duke of Savoy, died alſo this year, His | 
piety rendered him worthy of being enrolled among 
the ſaints, but he was a prince only in name. The 
ducheſs Yolande Lewis XI's ſiſter, who had all 
along governed in his name, was acknowledged re- 
gent after his death. This year was likewiſe re- 
markable for the death of Gaſton de Foix prince of 
Navarre. _ rs oy | - 
The birth of Francis duke of Berry, of whom the 
-queen was delivered at Amboiſe in the month of 
September, would doubtleſs have been one of the 
moſt fortunate events of this year, had heaven 
thought fit to prolong his life. He died the follow- 
Ing year. About this time too, the queen founded 
the nunnery of Ave Maria at Paris, of the order of 
8. Francis. hos Oy, 3 
Lewis, who never loſt any opportunity of en- 
gaging men of merit in his intereſt, took into his 
ſervice this ycar Philip de Commines, ſo well known 
by his admirable memoirs, which have been a great 
aſſiſtance to me in the preſent work, and whoſe 
very faults have been of ſervice, by obliging me to 
ſearch into the records of theſe times with greater 
care, The king immediately gave him forty thou- 
ſand livres, to purchaſe the lordſhip of Argenſon of 
the ſieur de Montſoreau, and further beſtowed upon 
him the principality of Talmont. In the letters 
patents the king ſays of Commines ; who not deter- 
red by the danger to which he was thereby expoſed, gave 
| . . 


G . 
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is intelligence of every thing for our advantage in his 
power, and employed his good offices ſo effeftually, that 
by his means eſpecially we eſcaped out of the hands of the 
duke of Burgundy, at Peronne and has often 
expoſed his own life to manifeſt hazard to ſerve us, 

I have already ſpoken of Commines as 2 writer in 
the preface to this hiſtory, it remains that I conſt 


der him here as a ſtateſman, The motives that in- 
_ duced him to quit the ſervice of the duke of Bur- 


gundy are but little known. Some pretend that 
Commines being out with him one day a hunting, 


when he was only count de Charolois, the young 
prince aſked him to draw off his boots. Commines 


readily obeyed, whereupon the count inſiſted, that 


he might alſo draw off his. Commines was con- 
ſtrained to ſubmit, and the count afterwards ſtruck 


him in the face with the boot, ſaying, ſcoundrel, 
haw could you ſuffer your maſter's ſon to render you ſo 
mean a ſervice? from this accident, we are farther 
told, Commines was ironically ſurnamed la Tet 
bottee, and that his reſentment was the cauſe of his 


afterwards abandoning duke Charles. But not to 


be miſled by ſo palpable a fable, *tis probable that 
prudence determined Commines to quit the ſervice 


of the duke of Burgundy, as plainly ſeeing, that he 


had nothing to hope for from a prince, whoſe head- 
ſtrong preſumption was hurrying him on to ruin. 
But whatever motive might induce Commines to 
deſert his maſter's ſervice, and go over to his ene- 


my, it would be no eaſy taſk to juſtify him, It 


may be ſaid, perhaps, that it was accounted lawful 


in thoſe days, to paſs from the ſervice of a vaſſal 


prince, to that of his ſovereign, and that hiſtory is 
full of the underhand practices of princes, to de- 


bauch one another's ſubjects. But this is a very 
faulty way of reaſoning, and founded on a cuſtom 


that equally eſtabliſhes the right of a ſovereign over 
the ſubjects of his vaſſal, and of a vaſſal over thoſe 
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of his ſovereign. The laſt is evidently falſe, and it 
would be very difficult to make good the other. 
Commines acted very inſincerely with the duke of 
Burgundy; the very letters patents inveſting him 
with the principality of Talmont are a proof of it. 
Nor did he act with more fidelity towards Charles 
VIII. If I examine the conduct of Commines 
with ſo much ſeverity, it is becauſe men of his 


character, who know ſo well the full extent of their 


duty, are the leſs excuſable for violating it. 

Commines was juſtly accounted the moſt diſ- 
cerning ſtateſman of his time: he had a great ſhare 
in the confidence of two princes, to whoſe perſons 
he attached himſelf, and yet was at the head of the 
government under neither, Lewis XI. knew how 
to make uſe of the ſervice of men of merit, without 
admitting them to fhare his authority; he expected 
obedience from them, not advice ; and courted their 
friendſhip, more with a view of drawing them off 


from his enemies, than of making uſe of them him- 
ſelf. As for the duke of Burgundy, he was of a 


character too impetuous to be governed, and Com- 


mines was too wiſe to attempt it. There is a critical 
point of authority, to which a ſubje cannot arrive, 


but by an enterprizing boldneſs, of which men of 
caution and prudence are by no means capable, 


"The End of the ster Boon, 
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BOOK VII. 


38 _ CONTINUAL application to 1473. 
1 affairs of ſtate, greatly impaired April vs 


the king's health, inſomuch, that 


he apprehended he ſhould die before the dauphin Was 


of age, and began to think of providing for the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, more neceſſary in a mi- 
nority, than at any other time: to that end, he 


* endeavoured to gain the friendſhip of the neighbour- 
ing princes, and was thoroughly bent upon deſtroy- 
ing the remains of a faction, which if not timely 
| prevented, might recover ſtrength, and throw the 


ſtate into confuſion. He ſent the chancellor Doriole, 


Cruſſol, and Lenoncourt, to repreſent to the duke 


of Britany, that all grounds of quarrel between them 
had ceaſed with the duke of Guyenne, and that it 
was now their mutual intereſts to live in peace. 
The king, to convince the duke of his ſincerity, or- 


dered one half of the fixty thouſand livres ſtipulated 


by the truce to be paid him, ſurrendered up Ancenis 


to him, and conſtituted him principal for negotiating 


a treaty of peace, or truce, between France and 
the duke of Burgundy, 


The duke of Britany now thoroughly convinced. 
of the king's good diſpoſitions, by the letters n | 


he had ſent him, diſpatched the Biſhop 
of Leon to treat of a truce with the duke Fan. 14. 
of Burgundy, in the name of the king, 


They ſoon agreed to confirm the former truces, and 
to conclude another, which was to continue till the 


 1ſof April 1474. It was moreover ſtipulated, that 


if any differences aroſe, they ſhould be terminated 
amicably by the conſervators, who were to aſſemble 


once 
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once a week for that purpoſe, and hold their meetings 
alternately, in the king and duke of Burgundy's do- 
minions. They were alſo to regulate the limits of 
each prince, within fifteen days after the publication 
of the truce. Such articles as had not been deter- 
mined by the truce, were referred to the congreſs 
appointed to be held the 8th of July, at Clermont 
in Beauvoiſis, in order to bring about a peace. The 
very precautions taken for the ſecurity of this truce, 
only expoſed it the more to violation. Almoſt all 
the ſtates of Europe being compriſed in it, it was 
impoſſible for it to ſubſiſt long, without a general 
peace. No mention was made in it either-of the 
duke of Alencon, or the count d'Armagnac, who 
had both wearied out the king's clemency, and 
never obtained a pardon that had not emboldened Þ? 
them to commit new crimes. The duke of Alencon | 
had again been treating with the duke of Burgundy, 
in order to make over to him all his poſſeſſions in 
France. The king was informed of it, and ordered Þ# 
the provoſt Triſtan to apprehend him at Breſoles. Þ* 
We ſhall ſee hereafter the proceedings againſt him. 
As for John V. count of Armagnac, his life had 
been a continued train of crimes. He deceived his 
own ſiſter, and marrying her by virtue of a counter- 
feit diſpenſation, had ſeveral children by her. After 
being baniſhed the realm under the preceding reign, 
for inceſt, murder, and treaſon, he obtained a par- 
don from Lewis XI. but as he ſtill ated with his 
former treachery, he was again obliged to leave the BY 
kingdom; and returned only in conſequence of the 
duke of Guyenne's protection. After the death of 
that prince, he found means to ſurprize the city of 
Leitoure, by the treaſon of Montignac, who com- 
manded in it for the king, and made a priſoner of 
Peter Bourbon, fire de Beaujeu, to whom the king! 
had committed the government of Guyenne, Lewis | 
Was determined at length, to puniſh ſuch a compli- 
cation - 
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count was killed by one named Gorgia, 
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cation of crimes, ingratitude and treaſon. The 
cardinal d'Albi, Gaſton du Lyon, and Rufec de 


Balzac, had orders to beſiege him in Leitoure. The 


ſiege proving tedious, Yvon du Fau was commiſſion- 
ed by the king to treat with the count ; but his pro- 
poſals ſo ill correſponded to the character of a crimi- 
nal, that he was told, they could not have expected 


others, had he made ſome of the royal family pri- 


ſoners. He was offered liberty to retire with his 
wife and children; but while they were ſettling the 
articles, the beſiegers found means to ſurprize the 
town, and maſſacred all they met; the 


whom the king ſome time after made an 


archer of his guard. The counteſs and his children 


eſcaped the maſſacre. In a piece publiſhed under 
Charles VIII. in juſtification of the count d' Armag- 


nac, it is pretended, that he was ſtabbed contrary 


to the faith of a capitulation, ſigned and concluded. 


The treaty was indeed begun, but not ended; and 


perhaps advantage was taken of his ſecurity; but 


allowing that he was killed contrary to the promiſe 


made him, I mean not here to juſtify a perfidy, 


nor does my ſaying, that he met with the fate he 


deſerved, amount to an apology for the treacherous 
manner of his death. James de Lomaigne, lord of 
Montignac, and governor of Leitoure was ſeized. 
The proofs of his favouring the count d*Armagnac 
were clear and undeniable ; but as he offered to make 


a diſcovery of other criminals, paſt treaſons were 


pardoned, in conſideration of preſent ſer- 
vices. The cadet d*Albret, with the reſt Feb. 1. 
of Montignac's accomplices were beheaded. | 

After the death of the count d'Armagnac, the 
king ordered the army, which had taken Leitoure, 
to march towards Rouſſillon. The king of Arragon, 
without regard to the truce which {till ſubſiſted, had 
ſurprized Perpignan, and forced the French gariſon 


to 


May 6. 
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to retire into the caſtle. The taking of Perpignan 
drew after it the loſs of almoſt all the provinces. 
Immediately upon the news of the miſerable ſituation 
to which the French gariſon was reduced, Philip 


of Savoy entered Rouſſillon, and encamped before 


Perpignan. The king of Arragon, tho' in his 
ſixty ſixth year, was neither terrified at the approach 


of the French army, nor moved by the remonſtrances 


of his generals, who entreated him to retire, He 
aſſembled the people in the church, and took an 
oath either to oblige the enemy to raiſe the e or 
periſh in the attempt. 

Nothing perſuades more effeQually than the ex- 


ample of the prince ; danger diſappears when he 


ſeems reſolved to ſhare it. The king of Arragon's 
reſolution on this occaſion, inſpired his troops with 


the greateſt courage; he diſtributed the poſts 
among his officers, and r to himſelf a body of 


four hundred men, to aſſiſt whatever quarter ſhould 
be attacked. The French meeting with greater re- 
ſiſtance than they expected, contented themſelves 
with blocking up the town in ſuch a manner, that 
no convoys of ammunition or proviſions could enter. 

It muſt ſoon have been reduced by famine, had not 
deſpair forced the beſieged upon extraordinary at- 

tempts of valour. A party of them broke through 
the French army, and went as far as Elna for a ſup- 

ply of proviſions. The king of Arragon gave the 

generals of the beſiegers notice of the truce concluded 

between Lewis XI. and the duke of Burgundy, 

wherein he was comprehended by the conſent of 

both parties. But this conſideration would probably 

have availed little, had they not underſtood that 

Ferdinand king of Sicily was advancing at the head 
of the Arragonian army. The French, deſirous if 
poſſible to ma ke themſelves maſters of the town be- 

fore its arrival, reſolved upon a general aſſnault. 
Four thouſand men were detached for this purpoſe, 
unde 
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under the command of Antony du Lau, and Rufec 
de Balzac. The aſſault was made with great vi- 
gour, ſixty of the French forced their way into the 
town, but not being ſupported, were cut off to a 
man. Next day du Lau endeavoured to intercept 


one of their convoys : the beſieged, ſenſible that 


their ſafety depended upon it, made a briſk fally, 
and ſo diſordered the French, who found themſelves 
between two fires, that all du Lau's endeavours to 
rally them were ineffectual. The fight was obſtinate 
and bloody; at laſt however the convoy was intro- 
duced, and du Lau made priſoner. The French army 
thus weakened by ſallies, and a fickneſs which 
_ raged very much in it, was at length obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege, and conclude a truce for three months, 
Lewis XI. was juſt returned to Amboiſe, when he 


received the news of the raiſing the ſiege of Perpig- 


nan. His vexation at this accident was ſtill farther 


increaſed by the knowledge he had of the intrigues 


carried on at the court of Burgundy by Rene king 
of Sicily, and the duke of Calabria. TY 


The duke of Calabria flattered himſelf with the 


hopes of marrying the heireſs of Burgundy, Rene 
pretended to diſlike this project of his grandſon, 
though it was he himſelf that had ſuggeſted it to 


him. This conduct was the more unjuſtifiable, as 


| 

1 | 

0 the houſe of Anjou- was under the greateſt obliga- 
e tions to the king. Beſides, the duke of Calabria 
d 


had been at two different times engaged to Ann of 


„ France, the king's eldeſt daughter. The contract 
of had been ſigned, the dowry twice payed, and they 
only waited till the princeſs ſhould be of age, in 
order to conſummate the marriage. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe ſo ſacred engagements, the duke of Cala- 
bria was ſolliciting the heireſs of Burgundy, 
Ihe king provoked by a behaviour ſo openly diſ- 
reſpectful, applied to the biſhop of Chartres, and 
demanded in the name of Ann of France a moni- 
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tory, which was publiſhed, and notified to the duke 
of Calabria, The king had no thought of marrying 
his daughter to this prince, but he wanted to throw 


all the blame upon the houſe of Anjou. Though 


the duke of Burgundy had ſent Montjeu, his cham- 
berlain, to ſettle the articles with the duke of Cala- 


bria, it may notwithſtanding be doubted whe- 


ther he aCted ſincerely; nor can we poſitively ſay 


how this affair might have ended, as the duke of 


Calabria happened to die ſoon after. He was ſuſ- 


_ pected to have been poiſoned, and one was taken up 


upon an accuſation of having given him the doſe; 
ſo that nothing remained but to enquire after the 
firſt contriver of the crime ; however, the affair was 
ſtifled, and no further mention heard of the priſoner. 
The king had little reaſon to be concerned at the 
death of the duke of Calabria, but it was far other- 
wiſe with Francis duke of Berry, who died about 
this time, before he had attained a year compleat. 


Lewis XI. was fo afflifted at this accident, that no 
body durſt ſpeak to him for ſome time; he received 


the news of it in the foreſt of Loches, and, as a 
teſtimony of his grief, ordered part of it to be cut 
down. A manuſcript chronicle adds, That ſuch was 
his * upon receiving any bad news, to change his 
cloaths, and every thing about him, even to the horſe on 
which he rode. Indeed the king was more diſtinguiſhed 


by his good ſenſe, than any affectation or finery in dreſs, 


The king, deſirous of concluding a firm and laſt- 
ing peace with the duke of Burgundy, ſent Andrew 
de Spiritibus, the pope's nuncio, to him. The duke 
received him with great marks of reſpect, but no- 
FER thing was agreed on. The legate re- 
O#. 13. turning to France, thundered out his 
__.__ eccleſiaſtical cenſures againſt which-ever 

of the two princes ſhould refuſe to conſent to a 
peace. The duke of Burgundy warmly proteſted 
againſt this bull; he wrote of it to the pope, and 
ret „ accuſed 


of Courtray ; and, in order to deprive 
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accuſed the legate of partiality. Lewis, inſtead of 
complaining againſt the bull, which in reality had 
been publiſhed in concert with him, ordered it to 


be regiſtered; but the parliament, though deſirous 


of peace, oppoſed it, repreſenting, that the means 


made uſe of to obtain it, were of dangerous conſe- 


quence, and inconſiſtent with the authority of the 
king, and Jaws of the realm. 


The duke of Burgundy, not contented with ac- 


cuſing the legate of partiality, renewed alſo his com- 


plaints againſt the king; and the war would doubt- 


leſs have been re- kindled with greater fury tban 
ever, had not the duke, diſcouraged by the little 
ſucceſs of his laſt campaign, been diſpoſed to hearken 


to new projects. 


Adelphus of Gelders had, for ſome years, kept 
duke Arnold his father, a priſoner. Arnold had 
often complained to the pope and the emperor of 
his ſon's inhumanity : at length Sixtus IV. and 
Frederick III. referred the deciſion of this affair to 
the duke of Burgundy. 


The duke relizved Arnold from his confinement, 


ſent for Adolphus to Heſden, and gave ſentence 
much more in favour of the young prince than he 
had reaſon to expect. The duchy of Gelders and 


county of Zutphen, N adjudged the property of 


Adolphus, reſerving only Grave, with a penſion of 

ſix thouſand livres to the father. Adolphus, how- 
ever, complained loudly of this ſentence, affirming, 
that he had rather Ring his father head-long into a 


well, and himſelf after him, than conſent to ſuch 


an accommodation. Duke Charles, provoked at 


ſo unbecoming an anſwer, cauſed Adolphus to be 
apprehended, and confined in the caſtle 


Sept. I, 


him of all hopes, bought the duchy of 1442. 


Arnold for ninety-two thouſand florins. 


Arnold ing f five years after, diſinherited his un- 
E 


$ - worthy 
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worthy ſon, and confirmed the ſale of his eſtates. 
Charles, willing to give this ſale the moſt authen- 
tick form, held a chapter of his order at Valencien- 
nes in May the following year. The chapter pro- 
_ nounced, that Adolphus being juſtly diſinherited, 
40 the ſale in favour of the duke of Burgundy was good 
= and valid, and that he had a right to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the duchy of Gelders, and county of Zut- 
hen. „ 2 
: Charles knowing that the duke of Juliers had 
ſome claims upon theſe provinces, purchaſed them 
for fourſcore thouſand florins. He ſtill, however, 
met, with great oppoſition from the partizans of 
Adolphus. Nimeguen coſt him a long and bloody 
ſiege, which fo far exaſperated him, that when the 
citizens were forced to capitulate, they could not 
obtain their lives, but at the earneſt. ſollicitation of 
.the duke of Cleves, and were condemned to pay the 
fourſcore thouſand crowns ſtil] owing to the-duke of 
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|} Juliers. He alſo ſent and had Charles, the ſon of 
5 Adolphus, ſeized at Ghent. It was, during the 
fi ſiege of Nimeguen, that the pope's legate came to 
1 wait upon the duke of Burgundy. The duchy of 


Gelders, and the country of Zutphen being reduced, 
the duke, under pretence of a religious vow, which 
was in thoſe days frequently made uſe of as a cloak 
to cover the blackeſt deſigns, went to Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, and thence to Luxembourg with intent to 

enter Lorain, which he had formed a project of 
11 ſeizing ever ſince the death of the duke of Calabria. 
11 The king, gueſſing Charles's intentions, had ſent 
u Tremouille into Champagne with five hundred 
1 lances, and the arriere-ban and franc-archers of the 
104 | iſle of France, to have an eye upon the duke's pro- 
ceedings, while he continued on the frontiers of 
Lorain. Yolande of Anjou, who, by the death of 
the duke of Calabria, her nephew, was become 


heireſs of this duchy, had refigned it in "OW of 
her 


The HisToxy of LEWIS XI. 77 


her ſon Rene, count of Vaudemont, who thereupon 


took the title of duke of Lorain. The duke of Bur- 


gundy found means to get poſſeſſion of the perſon 
of the new duke; but the king, by way of Repri- 


| als, ſeizing a near relation of the emperor's, Charles, 


whoſe intereſt it was to make that prince his friend, 
reſtored the duke of Lorain to his Liberty, in order 


to induce the king to releaſe the Perſon he had 


ſeized. _ 


Charles having failed in his firſt pro- 


je, endeavoured to over-reach Rene by O4. 15. 


an artful treaty, They renewed the ſe- 


veral treaties of alliance that had ſubſiſted between 
their predeceſſors, conſented to give each a free paſ- 
ſage through the others eſtates, and concluded a de- 
fenſive league againſt the king. It was moreover 


ſtipulated, that the duke of Lorain ſhould commit 
the government of the towns which commanded the 
paſſes, to ſuch perſons only, as were willing to take 
an oath to the duke of Burgundy. That prince 
ſoon after took advantage of the treaty to march his 
troops into the county of Ferette. 1 
There were few princes equal in power and ex- 


tent of territory to the duke of Burgundy ; he 
wanted only the title of king. The emperor Fre- 


derick III. had made him an offer of it, upon con- 


dition that he would marry his daughter Mary of 


Burgundy, to Maximilian, the emperor's fon. To 
that end the emperor and duke had an interview at 


Treves, where an aſſembly was held of ſeveral 


princes of the empire. Charles demanded of the 
emperor, the titles of king and vicar-general of the 
empire; and theemperor inſiſted upon the marriage 
between his ſon and Mary of Burgundy, as a preli- 
minary article. But as neither cared to bring them- 
ſelves under the firſt engagement, nothing was re- 
ſolved on; and though outwardly they treated one 

""W 3 another 
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another with the higheſt marks of friendſhip, they 
nevertheleſs parted in great diſguſt, 1 
Mean while Lewis XI. applying all his care to 
the re-eſtabliſhing of peace and tranquillity in the 
kingdom, reſolved upon a journey into Alengon, 
that by his preſence he might ſtifle any ſeeds of ſedi- 
tion, left there by the late duke. As he entered the 
town, a page and a lady of pleaſure who were ſnut 


up in the caſtle, running to a window to ſee him 


paſs by, puſhed down a ſtone that chanced to be 
looſe. It fell ſo near the king as to tear part of his 
robe ; upon which he immediately croſſed himſelf, 
and falling down, kifled the ground. He took up 
the ſtone, and ordered it to be carried with him to 
mount S. Michael, where it was laid up with the 
part of the robe torn away, in thankfulneſs for ſo 
narrow an eſcape. At the firſt noiſe of this acci- 


dent, the citizens were {truck with the greateſt con- 


ſternation, and expected nothing leſs than to ſee the 
town delivered over to be pillaged. But the king 
was more moderate than they expected, and order- 


ing enquiry to be made, the page and lady were 


diſcovered, and after a few days impriſonment 


acquitted. 


At mount S. Michael Lewis concluded a truce of 
ten years, and a treaty of commerce with the depu- 
ties of the hans towns. . 1 

The marſhal de Comminges died about this time. 
He was firſt known by the name of the baſtard of 
Armagnac or Leſcun; he devoted himſelf to Lewis 
XI. while he was yet but dauphin, and from that 
moment knew no other intereſts but thoſe of his 
maſter. The king, at his acceſſion to the crown, 
made him a marſhal of France, and count de Com- 


minges. The marſhal for ſome time hoped to gain 


an aſcendant over the king, and govern him; but 


ſoon perceiving that Lewis was of a diſpoſition to 


beſtow favours without dividing his Tf 5 
e ha 
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had the prudence to forbear thoſe raſh attempts, 


which end, for the moſt part, in the diſcredit of 
the prince, orruin of the favourite, 

After the death of the marſhal de Comminges, 
the king conferred the government of Dauphine 
upon Cruſſol, who enjoyed it not long, for he died 
within a month. Cruſſol, always faithful to his 


prince, enjoyed a large ſhare of favour, which in- 


deed was due to his merit, and never abuſed to un- 
worthy purpoſes. He was ſeneſchal of Poitou, grand- 


maſter of the pantry to the king, and knight of the 


order of St. Michael, He was ſucceeded by his ſon 
James in the office of grand-maſter of the pantry. 
The government of Dauphine was given to John de 
Daillon, lord of Lude. 5 
The king ſeeing the duke of Burgundy fully em- 
ployed on the ſide of Germany, prepared to revenge 
the affront which his arms had received before Per- 
pignan. He borrowed thirty thouſand livres of 
John de Beaune, the dauphin's ſteward, and John 
Briconnet, ſuperintendent of the finances; he pro- 
vided great ſtore of ammunition, levied new troops, 
and the army under the command of du Lude, ad- 
vanced towards Rouſſillon. The neus of the march 
of the army, inſpired the French who were ſhut up 
in the caſtle of Perpignan, with courage, and ſtruck 
terror into the Arragonian troops. Indeed both 


were in want of every thing, and only ſupported 
themſelves by the feeble condition of their adverſa- 


ries. Zurita pretends there was a ſecond ſiege, but 
in this he is miſtaken, nor is it the only error we 
meet with in his relation, which is contradicted by 
a citizen who was in Perpignan at the very time, 
and ſeveral other authentick pieces. 
All theſe preparations ended at laſt in a negotia- 


tion. The king of Arragon was deſirous of reco- 


vering Rouſſillon and Cerdagne, which he had 
pledged in the year 1462. 
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marriage of the dauphin with Iſabella the daughter 
of Ferdinand, prince of Caſtille, and king of Sicily ; 
in conſideration of which alliance, Lewis was to 


reſtore Rouſſillon and Cerdagne to the king of Ar- 


ragon, upon payment of the three hundred thouſand 
crowns for which they had been pledged. This 
marriage was probably propoſed only verbally, or 


in private letters, for it is not once mentioned in the 
treaty of Perpignan. The treaty ran, that in order 


to put a ſtop to murders, conflagrations, and all 


the horrors of war, the king of Arragon, and the 


Prince and princeſs of Caſtille, king and queen of Si- 


Cily on the one part, and the moſt chriſtian king on 
the other, have agreed to a renewal of the treaty 


made in 1402. 1, His moſt chriſtian majeſty ſhall 
reſtore the counties of Rouſſillon and Cerdagne, im- 
mediately upon the king of Arragon's paying the 


three hundred thouſand crowns for which they were 
mortgaged. 2. The king of Arragon ſhall name 


two perſons, one of whom is to be choſen by the 
molt chriſtian king, to act in his name as governor- 
general of the provinces of Rouſſillon and Cerdagne, 
aſter taking an oath of fidelity to both kings. 3. 


His moſt chriſtian majeſty ſhall name four perſons, 
and the king of Arragon make choice of one of 


them, to be governor of the caſtles of Perpignan, 


Colioure, and ſuch other places as the moſt chriſtian 
king ſtill poſſeſſes in Rouffillon, 4. The governor- 


general, with the other governors of the towns of 
the two provinces, named as guarantees of this 
treaty, ſhall be diſcharged from all ſubjection to 
their lawful princes, and fuffer nothing to be done 
contrary to the tenor of their reciprocal engagements. 
The ſeveral garifons ſhall be ſubject only to the go- 
vernor-general, and the reſt of the troops evacuate 


the towns in their poſſeſſion. 5. The provinces ſhall 


be redeemed within the current year, and the gover- 
nor oblige himſelf by oath to put the king of Arra- 


gon 


3 
A a oC. 2 
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gon in poſſeſſion, immediately upon payment of the 
entire ſum, which if not diſcharged before the ex- 
piration of the year, the governor ſhall reſtore the 
two provinces to the moſt chriſtian king. 6. The 
kings of France and Arragon, with the king and 


queen of Sicily, are ſtill at liberty to adhere to their 


old allies, and may ſuccour them without infringe- 


ment of the preſent . which concerns only 
t 


Rouſſillon and Cerdagne. is needleſs to repeat 
here the other articles, they being only 
precautions to ſecure the execution of Sept. 17. 
the treaty, which was ſigned at Perpig- 
nan by the king of Arragon, and ſent Nov. 10, 
by him to Lewis XI. who ratified itjin 
preſence of that monarch's ambaſſadors, 
As ſoon as the king had terminated the affair of 
Rouſſillon, he began to think of marrying his two 
daughters, Ann and Jane of France, aſſigning each 
an equal dowry of an hundred thouſand 
crowns of gold. The contract figned Oc. 28. 
firſt, was that of Jane, the younger ; 
ſiſter, and properly no more than a ratification of 


what had been tranſacted May 19, 1464, the year 


In which this princeſs was born, when Charles 
duke of Orleans demanded her for his ſon Lewis. 
The contract ran; that it was chiefly at the intreaty 
of Mary of Cleves ducheſs of Orleans, that the 


king conſented to the marriage of his daughter Jane 


of France, to Lewis duke of Orleans. 

We read but of few princeſſes ſo unhappy as Jane 
of France, if indeed that can be ſaid of one poſſeſſed 
of ſo many amiable virtues. Lewis duke of Orleans, 


her huſband, ſucceeding to the throne by the name 


of Lewis XII. upon Charles VIII's death, had his 
— pronounced null by commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, by the pope. The Pro- 


digies which are mentioned as happening on the 
day in which this nullity was declared, are at leaſt 
| * 
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a proof that it was deemed irregular. Tis thus 
that popular rumours may ſometimes throw a light 
upon facts, and direct us how to form a judgment 
of them. Queen Jane ſought conſolation in reli- 
gion, the ſure aſylum of the unhappy. Conſecrating 
her whole life to God, ſhe founded a nunnery, en- 
dowed it with ſufficient revenues, and ſet herſelf as 
an example of virtue to thoſe of that order *. 1 
PT: So a is After 


Four reaſons of nullity were alledged in the caſe of 
Lewis XII's marriage with Jane of France. 1. Affinity 
in the fourth degree. 2. The ſpiritual relation ariſing 
from Lewis XII's being godſon of Lewis XI. Jane's fa- 

ther 3. The violence which 'tis pretended Lewis XI. 
uſed to oblige Lewis XII. then duke of Orleans, to ſub- 
mit to the marriage. 4. Want of Conſummation. 

The two firſt reaſons are by no means ſufficient to in- 
validate a marriage, notwithſtanding that pops Alexander 
VT's bulls admit the ſecond as good. The third is de- 
ſtroyed by the Contract itſelf. And as for the fourth, 

| ſome few ExtraQts from the verbal proceſs for annulling 
the marriage, will enable us to judge of its validity. The 
title runs: | Th 


„ The verbal proceſs of Philip cardinal of Luxem- 


4 bourg and biſhop of Mons, Lewis biſhop of Albi, and 
« Ferdinand Epiſcopus Septenis ( biſbop of Ceuta) com- 
* miſſioners by virtue of two bulls of pope Alexander VI. 
containing the Grounds for annulling the marriage be- 
« tween king Lewis XII. and Jane of France, with the 
* ſentence of the ſaid commiſſioners, by which (ſeeing 
„by the depoſitions of many witneſſes it appears, that 
« the king when duke of Orleans, was conſtrained by the 
« menaces of king Lewis XI. and king Charles VIII. 
« togive his conſent to the ſaid marriage, ſeeing the ſaid 
«© Jane was incapable of matrimonial Commerce, quod 
et à natura imperfecta, corpore viciata & maleficiata, 
« non apta viro, and they ſtand related in the fourth de- 
* oree) they pronounce the ſaid marriage null, with per- 
«© miſſion to the king to marry again.“ 22 65 . 
The firſt bull bears date the 2gth of Juby, the ſecond 


the z iſt of Auguſt, and the ſentence of nullity given in the 
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After the marriage of Lewis of Orleans and Jane 
of France, the king concluded that of 
Ann his eldeſt daughter, with Peter de Nov. 13. 
Bourbon, ſieur of Beaujeau. 
Lewis 


parochial church of St. Denis at Amboiſe, the 17th of 
December 1498. | | 


The proceſs was begun at Tours on the 18th of Auguy/t, 
by the publication of the firſt bull. On the 29th of the 
ſame month Antony de Leſtang (de Stagno) doctor of 
law, and proctor for the king, preferred his ſuit, and 
opened the plea of nullity before the commiſſioners. Af- 
ter a diſplay of the arguments taken from their affinity, 
ſpiritual relation, and the pretended violence, he ſays, 
when he came to the fourth reaſon, that the queen being 


corpore viciata & maleficiata, non apta viro, ſicgue non po- 
tuilſet & non palſet concipere, ſemen virile ſecundum congru- 


entiam nature recipere, imo neque d viro intra clauſtra pu- 


doris naturaliter cognoſci, prout ex aſpectu ſui corporis judi- 


care poterit; unde cum prætenſum matrimonium fuiſſet con- 
tra fines & bona matrimonii, ac intentionem principalem ejus 
non tenuit ipſo jure, the marriage was of conſequence le- 
cally null. | oe 
Queen Jane's council, conſiſting of Marc Traners offi- 


_ cial of Tours, Robert Salomon provincial of the Carme- 


lites, and Peter Bourelli advocate, anſwered at their firſt 


hearing on the 6bh of September, that affinity in the fourth 
degree, and the ſpiritual relation alledged, were not ſuf- 


ficient reaſons of nullity ; that moreover the cardinal of S. 
Peter ad wincula legate d latere in France, had granted a 


_ diſpenſation ; that no force or conſtraint had been uſed ; 


& quod ipſa eft habilis ad amplexus wiriles, & fuit carna- 
liter cognita à rege. 9 
In the courſe of the trial, the queen being queſtioned, 


| whether ſhe had not ſome natural defects unuſual in her 
ſex, anſwered, I know that I am neither ſo handſome, nor 


well ſhaped as the greater part of my ſex, but I have na 
imperfe#ion that renders me unfit for marriage. Being aſk- 
ed, whether ſhe would ſubmit to be inſpected by ſome 
midwives, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would think of it, and att agree- 
ably to the rules of the church. Altho' the examination 

| | Was 


<> 
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Lewis wiſhed for nothing now, but to conclude 
a peace with the duke of Burgundy ; however, he 
found many difficulties in the execution of this de- 
ſign. Several conferences had been already held to 


no 


was in Latin, it concludes, however, with a proteſt con- 
ceived in theſe terms, which the queen preſented to the 
commiſſioners, Maſeigneurs, je ſuis fremme, ne me cog- 


noys en proces, of ſur tous autres affaires me deplait Paffaire 


de preſent, Je vous prie me ſupporter, fi je dis ou repond 


choſe qui ne ſois convenable, et proteſte que ſi par mes repon- 


ſes, je reponds a choſe à laquelle ne ſoye tenue repondre, ou 


gue monſeigneur le roi u' ait crit en ſa demande, qua ma re- 
ponſe ne me pourra prejudicier, ne proufiter, a monſeigneur 
fe roi, en adhcrant à mes autres proteſiations faites pardevant 


wous à la derniere expedition, et n'cufſe jamais penſe que de 


cette matiere eut pu venir aucun proces entre monſeigneurs le 


roi et moi, et vous prie meſſeigneurs, cette preſente proteſia» 
tion etre inſerte en ce pre ſent proces. 


The king finding that queen Jane and he did not agree N 


in regard to facts, inſiſted upon information's being taken 
by witneſſes, and the queen's being examined by a jury 


of midwives. Jane refuſed to ſubmit, oy modeſty 


as an excuſe, and that it was beſides needleſs, ſeeing the 


king, eam diverſis vicibus carnaliter cognoviſſet, and had 


treated her as his Wife, in lecto & alias. 


There was a long courſe of pleading on this ſubject; 


but the queen perſiſting in her refuſal, offered at length to 
refer it to the king's oath, declaring at the ſame time that 
foe gave in ber defence with regret, and purely to quiet and 
diſcharge her conſcience, which no proſpect of wealth or 
grandeur could otherwiſe induce her to, requeſting the king 
her huſband, wwhom it wwas her deſire in all things to pleaſe 
without offending ber conſcience, not to be diſpleaſed with 


her. She added, that the king could upon no pretence 


alledge, that he had been conſtrained to conſummate the 


marriage, lices in muliere carnalis cofula poſit e ccadta, 
ſecius tamen et in wiro d guo Ae jure non preſumitur per mu- 
lier em wiolenter extorta: that the king came to ſee her at 


Ligniercs, where he ſometimes ſpent ten or twelve Days, 


and that there, cum cadem per noctabas, ſolus cum ſola, nu- 
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no purpoſe at Senlis and Compeigne. The duke 
would hearken to no propoſals till Amiens and 8. 
Quintin were reſtored, and the king was unwilling 
to part with theſe towns, as they ſerved to cover 


the 


dus cum nuda, debitum conjugale per carnalem cotfulam red. 
dendo, wiſus, oſcula, amplexus, ac alia ſigna appetitiva ex- 
perientiæ copula conjugalis, imo etiam wveracis copulee, prout 
decet inter conjuges, aperte manifelſiando, Cum ipſe ex lecto 
conjugali ſurgeret, pluries dixit, & /e jactawit coram pluri- 
| Bus, quod neceſſe habebat bibere & gentare, eo quod ipſam 
ter aut quater cognoverat carnaliter, dicends verbis gallicis : 
Pay bien gaigne a boyre, parce que j ay c — mn femme 
la nuit trois ou quatre fois. That the king had aQed the 
huſband ſeveral times ſince the death of Lewis XI. that 
he had never proteſted againſt his marriage to the eſtates of 
Tours, and could not plead the pretence of being reſtrain- 
ed by fear, inaſmuch as he had often complained of er- 
rors and abuſes in the government, to the parliament, to 
the univerſity, and to the whole body of the citizens ; 
that he had revolted from Charles VIII. and yet, during 
all that time lived with her as her Huſhand ; that ſhe 
ought not to be looked upon as incapable of having chil- 
dren, fince many Women, who could not claim any Ad- 
vantage over her, either in Complexion or Make, had 
roved Mothers ; from all which ſhe concluded, that the 
kings demand ought to be over- ruled, and the marriage 
declared good and valid. | | 
To this the king replied by his proctor, that he had 
never proteſted againſt the marriage in the aſſembly of the 
eſtates at Tours, becauſe neither the time nor place would 

ſafely allow of it; but that he had done it in Britany, 
whence he had even ſent to Rome for that purpoſe. As 
a proof of the violent methods uſed by Lewis XI. the 
king produced a letter written by that prince to count 
Dammartin, where he ſays, I have reſolved to marry 


my youngelt daughter Jane, to the young duke of Orleans, 
and dare believe their children vill cofl no great ſum in 
bringing up. Dou are to know, that I afſuredly expect 70 
bring this match about, otherwiſe, awhoever pretends to op- 
poſe it, will hardly be able to find any place of ſafety in my 


King don, 


French. 
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the frontiers of Picardy. During theſe diſputes, 


the conſtable ſeized St. Quintin, under pretence of 


hindering the duke of Burgundy from getting poſ- 
ſeſſion of it; but his real deſign was to eſtabliſh 
£0 there 


kingdom. But there is great reaſon te doubt, whether 


this letter was authentick, eſpecially when we confider 


the precautions taken to prove by a multitude of witneſ- 
ſes, that the ſignature was the king's, and the counter- 
ſignature Tillart's. Beſides, how was it poſſible to fore- 


| Tee ſhe would be barren, when ſhe was only two months 


old at the time of her being contracted? As to the con- 
ſummation of the marriage, which the queen urged, pro 
fuo clypeo tam reiteratis wicibus ; the king anſwered, that 
he had treated her as his wife only to diſſemble his diſcon- 


tent and ſecure peace. 


It is obſervable, that the king ſhewed ſome reluctance 


to affirm upon oath, what had been advanced by his 


proctor; but the queen ſtill inſiſting upon it, he conſented 
at laſt, and expreſsly denied whatever ſhe had ſaid. The 
examination was in Latin, but the king's anſwers are in 


We find at the end of the trial, a particular account of 


the names and depoſitions of the witneſſes. Their num- 


ber is very great, and they ſay almoſt all the ſame things: 


that Lewis XII. and Jane of France, ſtand related in the 
fourth degree; that there is beſides a ſpiritual alliance be- 


tween them, as that prince was Lewis XI's godſon; that 
Lewis XII. then duke of Orleans, had been conſtrained 


to marry Jane; that Lewis XI. had made ſeveral of theſe 


forced matches; that the duke of Orleans had never had 
any affection for his wife, and retired from her into Bri- 
tany, in the Reign of Charles VIII. where he proteſted 
againſt the violent means by which he had been con- 
ſtrained to marry: that there propoſals had been made to 


him concerning a marriage between him and Ann of Bri- 


tany ; that he had ſent to Rome to demand the annulling 
of his firſt marriage: that during theſe tranſactions, the 
duke of Orleans had been made priſoner at the battle of 

8. Aubin, was kept above two years in confinement, and 


treated with the utmoſt rigour, by order of Charles VIII. 


that 
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there a kind of ſovereignty. The king thought fit 
to diſſemble his reſentment for the preſent, out of 
fear leſt the conſtable ſhould ſurrender up the town 
to the duke of Burgundy, SHELL 
CET Tn Charles 
that the princeſs Jane came and viſited her huſband, did 


him all the good offices in her power, and at laſt procured 
his releaſe. | | | | 


In the ſeventeenth article of the examination, which 


concerns the want of conſummation, and which is re- 


peated in almoſt all the particular queſtions, the witneſſes 
depoſe, that they know, or have heard it ſaid, the prin- 


ceſs Jane was never agreeable to her huſband. Some af- 
fecting to commend her good qualities, allow her to be 


beautiful, but they all agree, that ſhe was unhappy in 


her perfon; that the ducheſs dowager of Orleans had 
examined her naked, and found was naturale ardum cum 
retractione ex uno latere & uno Me impediente. Salmon de 
Bombelle, Lewis XII's Phyſician, and laſt deponent, ad- 
ded, that the king had ſaid to him, je foys le grand diable 
oncques a ma vie je ne la ch—— naturellement comme un au- 
tre femme, et quando wolebat cum ea coire, inveniebat guan- 


dam tortuofitatem in orificio uuluæ, adeo quod Virga ejus non 
poterat ingredi, ſed calefitiendo ſe, emittebat ſemen inter ſeu 


ſupra crura ipſius dominæ foannæ. 


, . 


* . 


All theſe depoſitions, as well as thoſe of the king him- 
| ſelf, ſerve to prove, that Jane was naturally barren, and 
| incapable of having children; not that the marriage, as 
was pretended, had never been conſummated. I thought 
proper to give this extract oi the verbal proceſs, both as 
it is in itſelf curious, and ſeems not to have been known 
by the generality of our hiſtorians, at leaft they take no 
notice of it; as if hiſtory, which ought to be the depoſi- 
| tory of truth, could be wounded by the mention of any 
thing that tends to illuſtrate it. Timorous writers, by 
their filence, often give occaſion to ſuſpicions, which 


might be prevented by a true and natural recital, Lewis 


XII. having obtained the annulling of his marriage with 
Jane of France, eſpouſed Ann of Britany, Charles VIII's 
widow. This princeſs was generous and ſincere, but at 


the | 
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Charles having ſigned a truce with France, ion 


that he might be at liberty to turn his arms againſt 
Germany, ſeized Montbeliard, and made the duke 
of Wirtemberg priſoner. Emboldened by ſucceſs, 


and rendered only more impatient by obſtacles, he 


enjoyed not a moment's repoſe, but was forming 
projects of extending his power from 


Decem. ſea to ſea. After a declaration in which 
| he diſclaimed all homage and dependance 
on the king, he eſtabliſhed a parliament at Mechlin, 
where all the affairs of the low countries were finally 


decided ; and ſo far was he from obſerving any 


meaſures with the king, that before the expiration 


of the truce, he entered Rivernois in a hoſtile man- 


ner. The king immediately diſpatched ſome troops 


towards that province, who put a ſtop to the pro- 
greſs of the Burgundians, and recovered the towns 


they had taken. At the ſame time he wrote to his 


ambaſſadors to acquaint the conſervators that he 


NOIs. | : 


expected reparation of the damages done in River- 


| While the king was thus employed in preventing, 
or oppoſing the deſigns of the duke of Burgundy, 
he met with no little trouble from a kind of do- 


meſtick war, which was very intereſting in thoſe 
days, though now it muſt appear ridiculous in the 
higheſt degree, if ever any thing did ſo among 


Men. The diſpute between the nominaliſts and 


realiſts, at this time divided the ſchools. Indeed 
the reigning philoſophy has ever been adopted and 


made a part of the received ſyſtem of theology. In 


the firſt ages of the church, the Platonic principles 


had the aſcendant among divines, as in latter times 
1 the 


the ſame time imperious and rigid, and gave an evident 


proof of the great aſcendant which perſons in power have 


over thoſe about them, inaſmuch as at her court, virtue 
became faſhionable. ds e 
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the notions of the Peripateticks have prevailed. Un- 
der Lewis XI. the realiſts and nominaliſts formed 
the leading diſpute, for the ſchools can never be 

without ſome one or other; and it is generally then 
managed with the greateſt heat and contention, 
when the queſtion. turns wholly upon words. Nei- 
ther ſeems to have known what they would be at; 
and yet they failed not to brand one-another with 
the name of hereticks. Falſe philoſophy is ever tur- 
bulent and head-ſtrong, and the managers of ſcho- 
laſtick diſputes have been remarkable for always 


drawing in religion into the conteſt, in order to in- 


troduce eccleſiaſtical power and the ſecular arm. Any 
point, wherein religion was concerned, ſeemed to 
Lewis XI. highly worthy his attention. He dreaded 
diviſions in the ſtate ; and for this reaſon publiſhed 
a declaration, forbidding any one to read the books 
of Ockam, Arimini, Baridan, and a great number 
of other authors, whoſe names, as well as their 
works, are at this day wholly unknown. 

Next to religion, the affairs of commerce engaged 
the notice of the king. France at this time abounded 
much in foreign coins, which tho? of a ſtandard be- 
low the current money of the kingdom, were never- 
theleſs received as equal in value. This encouraged 
ſtrangers to melt down all the French pieces that 
came in their way, which, being coined a-new, 
were afterwards introduced into the kingdom, much 
below ſtandard. This abuſe was remedied by an 
ordinance, enjoining that foreign coins ſhould be 
henceforth rated according to their ſtandard and 
weight. 

Lewis this year made ſome new regulations i in the 
affairs of his houſhold. He augmented his guard of 
a hundred archers, under the command of John 
Bloſſet: this was the firſt eftabliſhment of the F rench 
companies of life- -guards, 

This 
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ſufficiently by only withdrawing his favour, for he 


farther. The count du Maine may ſerve as an ex- 
ample, to prove, that under a powerful monarch 


Eaſter, heinous nature. The king offering 


cret inſtructions from his maſter to poiſon him. 
Hardy communicated his deſign to one of the offi- 


mediately to the king, and made a diſcovery of the 


go The HIsToRY of LEWIS XI. 
This year died Charles count du Maine, brother of 


Rene, king of Naples, and of the queen- mother. 


He enjoyed a large ſhare of power under Charles 

VII. and had even been in great credit in the be- 
ginning of Lewis XIth's reign; but becoming ſuſ- 

pected in the war of the publick good, the king, 

who valued his ſubjects for their fidelity and ſervices, 
and not for their birth, deprived the count du Maine 

of all his places at court. This prince's diſgrace 

was the more mortifying, as the king puniſhed him 


did not fear him enough to puſh his reſentment 


&4 had. — — 


the moſt conſiderable of the grandees ſhine only 
with a borrowed luſtre; their whole exiſtence, and 
the figure they make, depends upon the favour 
ſhown them, and they fall into obſcurity, as ſoon as 
their maſter ceaſes to regard them with an eye of 
diſtinction. | 
The beginning of this year was re- 
1474. markable for a conſpiracy of the moſt 


Apr. 10. a pardon, a place at court, and a 

penſion to Ithier Merchand, the late 
duke of Guyenne's ſteward ; Ithier ſent John Har- 
dy, one of his domeſticks, to court, under pre- 
tence of hearing the king's propoſals, but with ſe- 


cers of the kitchen, whoſe name was Colinet de la 
Chenaie, offering him twenty thouſand crowns to 
poiſon the king. Colinet pretended to accept of 
the offer, took the poiſon, which he carried im- 


a 


whole. 
Fan. 20 Hardy was arreſted. The king left 
the conduct of the proceſs to Gaucourt, 


governor 
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governor of Paris, with the other officers and magi- 


ſtrates of the city, aſſiſted by the firſt preſident, and 
the mayor. The trial laſted above two months. I 


have ſeen a decree of court, ordering that Hardy 


ſhould be a ſecond time put to the torture, in order 


to draw from him a diſcovery of his ac- 
complices. He was at length condemned Mar, 30. 


to be quartered, and drawn on a hurdle 

to the place of execution. His head was fixed upon 
the end of a lance, and ſet up before the town-houſe, 
the trunk of his body was burnt, and his limbs were 
faſtened to ſtakes in four frontier towns, The decree 
for his puniſhment mentions no other accomplice but 
Ithier, who fled. There is nothing ſaid of the duke 
of Burgundy, though ſeveral hiſtorians tell us, that 


he had promiſed fifty thouſand florins of gold to thoſe = 


who ſhould poiſon the king. What may have con- 
tributed to inflame the ſuſpicions againſt the duke of 


_ Burgundy is, the little probability that Ithier would 


have rejected the advantageous propoſals made him 


by the king, and reſolved upon poiſoning him, had 


he not been ſupported by ſome powerful intereſt ; 


nor was there at that time any, beſide the duke of 
> Burgundy, whoſe hatred was ſo open and avowed, 


as to leave room for ſuſpecting them of counſelling 
ſuch a crime. Lewis enobled Colinet, made him 
maſter of his houſhold, and gave him the lordſhip of 
Caſtera, This grant being diſputed with his heirs, 


by ſome of thoſe abject wretches, who think they 


ſerve kings by robbing their ſubje&s, Francis I, 


| confirmed it. 
The duke of Burgundy was ſo little diſpoſed to 
peace, that the plenipotentiaries, at their conferen- 


ces, could agree upon nothing farther than a pro- 
longation of the truce till the firſt of May of the 
year following. The princes comprehended in the 
laſt truce, were in like manner included in this, with 


a cauſe, obliging them to declare within three 
months, 
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months, whether they acceded to the treaty. This 
reſtriction gave riſe to many difficulties afterwards, 
on account of the diſputes between Lewis XI. and 
the king of Arragon. 5 
Lewis had nothing in Rouſſillon but the caſtle of 
Perpignan, la Roque, Bellegarde, and Colioure, 
The king of Arragon fancied that Lewis, weary of 


the war, would at length yield up theſe places, with- 


out demanding the three hundred thouſand crowns. 
To that end he ſent embaſſadors to the king, to 
propoſe a treaty of marriage between the dauphin 
= the princeſs Iſabella, daughter of the king of 

Neither the king of Arragon nor Lewis XI. had 
any real deſign of concluding this marriage. The 
one was contriving how to get poſſeſſion of Rouſſillon, 
the other how to prevent it; and both conſidered the 
treaty only as a ſnare to deceive, reſolving to explain 
it in ſuch manner as beſt ſuited their intereſt. 

The king being at this time on the frontiers of 
Picardy, had left a council, compoſed of the chan- 
cellor, Triſtan biſhop of Aire, the count of Candale, 


and the protonotary John d'Amboiſe, The em- 


baſſadors addreſſed themſelves to this council, and 
complained, that the king of Arragon had not been 
comprehended in the truce, in terms equally expreſs 
as the dukes of Burgundy and Britany, ſeeing they 
had all three the ſame intereſts; namely, added they, 
to oppoſe the king's uſurpations. They carried the 
ſame complaints to the council of ſtate, and put 
them in mind of the treaty of 1462, by which the 
king of France ſtood bound to reduce Catalonia. 

There was a great deal of reaſon in what the em- 
baſſadors alledged, They could not, indeed, deny, 
that had the French troops reduced Catalonia, Rouſ- 


ſillon and Cerdagne ought then to have remained 


with France, till the payment of the three hundred 
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lonia was not yet ſubdued; nay, Lewis had even 
furniſhed the duke of Lorain with troops againſt 
the king of Arragon. 5 
The anſwer of the council was not ſo properly a 
vindication of the king's conduct, as a recrimina- 
tion. They reproached the king of Arragon with 
ſuffering his troops to commit hoſtilities even in Lan- 
guedoc itſelf; that by his orders Calla Luna had 
lately ſurprized the caſtles of S. Felix, Riotar, and 
Cerdagne, in which laſt he had hanged Jehannot 
the commandant; that embaſſadors had been ſent 
only with deſign to amuſe the king, and with in- 
ſtructions, to conclude nothing but with the appro- 
bation of the duke of Burgundy, a declared enemy 
of peace. 2 VV ; 
While the embaſſadors of Arragon continued at 
Paris, the king reſolved to come and ſpend ſome 
days in that city, in order to give them an idea of 
his power by a muſter of the militia, and trained- 
bands. They amounted to near an hundred thouſand 
men, all well armed, with a fine train of artillery. 
The king afterwards invited the embaſſadors to ſup- 
per, and made them a preſent of two golden vaſes, 
weighing twenty pounds. He ordered them to be 
treated with all poſſible marks of honour z but to 
avoid a negotiation, in relation to affairs which there 
was no probability of deciding, he left the city within 


a few days, and ſpent ſome months on the frontiers 


of Picardy. 5 5 
The embaſſadors finding that the difference be- 
tween the king of France and their maſter, was not 
like to be terminated without coming to blows, ſet 
out on their return to Arragon : but they were 
ſtopped at Pont · Saint-Eſſprit, and brought back to 
Lyons. They complained loudly of this violence 
offered to publick miniſters. It was anſwered, that 
nothing was intended by it but their own ſecurity, 
as it was neceſſary to prevent any inſults from being 
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offered them-by the commanders on the frontiers, 


and knowing from them which was the ' ſafeſt rout, 
The reaſons offered afterwards for detaining them, 
were by no means ſatisfying, it being manifeſtly the 
king's intention to hinder their return till his troops 
had taken poſſeſſion of Rouſſillon. The roads were 


ſo well guarded, that the king of Arragon could re- 


ceive no notice from his embaſſadors of what paſſed. 
However, underſtanding that the French army had 


entered Rouſſillon ; he wrote of it to the king, re- 
queſting, at the fame time, that hoſtilities might 


ceaſe. On the other hand, the duke of Burgundy 


declared, that the king of Arragon was comprehend- 
ed in the truce. Lewis's anſwer to the two princes 
was conceived in very obſcure and myſterious terms. 


He pretended, that the kingdoms of Arragon and 


Valentia belonged of right to him, as heir and do- 


nee of queen Mary of Anjou his mother, to whom 


they had been ceded by her contract of marriage; 


that his mother was the daughter of Volande of Ar- 
ragon, the eldeſt daughter and heireſs of John I. 


king of Arragon, That queen Mary was Yolande's 


daughter, was certain; and had ſhe been her only 
daughter, the king's claims would not have been 
without foundation; but there were ſeveral brothers, 
two of whom ſurvived her. Thus the king's whole 
title reſted upon the pretended donation made to the 
queen his mother by her contract of marriage, and 
the ceſſion of that grant to him: as if kingdoms 
might he transferred from one to another without 
conſulting the people, or ſubjects were ſlaves to be 
exchanzcd i in the way of commerce, The king's 


pretenſions to Rouſſillon and Cerdagne were better 


founded : they had been mortgaged to fave the queen 
of Arragon, and preſerve the kingdom from the im- 
minent danger with which it was threatened, when 
the French raiſed” the ficge of Gironne. Lewis 


added, that the laſt treaty with the king of Arra- 
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gon was intirely independent of the truce, referred 


the deciſion of his pretenſions to the duke of Britany, 


and ſent the chancellor Doriole to lay them before 

him. 
The duke anſwered, that the truce having been 
concluded with a view of bringing about peace, all 


violent methods, under what pretence ſoever, were 


to be conſidered as direct violations of it; that 


'when the ambaſſadors of France declared at the 
- congreſs of Compiegne, that the king would not 


ſuffer Rouſſillon and Cerdagne to be comprehended 
in the truce, the plenipotentiaries of the duke of 
Burgundy remonſtrated againſt it, as an exception 
that their maſter would not ſo much as hear of; 
and in fine, that the king at that time made no 
mention of any claims to the kingdoms of Arragon 
and Valentia, which it would be time enough to 
examine; when they came to ſettle the terms of a 
general peace. _ 

The king not obtaining from the duke of Britany 
the favourable deciſion he had hoped for, ordered 
his army to enter Rouſſillon, under the command of 


du Lude, Yvon du Fau, and Boufile-le-Juge. The 


campaign was opened with the ſiege of Elna. This 
town was defended by Bernard d'Olms, whom the 
king had conſtituted governor of Rouſſillon. The 
king of Arragon endeavoured in vain to throw ſuc- 
cours into the place; the ſiege was puſhed on with 
ſuch vigour, that it was obliged to ſurrender at diſ- 


{ cretion, and the governor was by the king's order 
beheaded, 


While Lewis was thus carrying on the war briſk! 


againſt the king of Arragon, he avoided all grounds 


of quarrel with any of the neighbouring powers; 
and even refuſed to enter into a league propoſed to 
him by the Emperor againſt the duke of Burgundy, 
The king was till more attentive to prevent any 
troubles within the kingdom, Inflexible to thoſe 


who 
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ho had the boldneſs to oppoſe his authority, he 
ve a remarkable proof of his ſeverity at Bourges. 

A tax had been laid upon the inhabitants for re- 
pairing the fortifications of the city. The levying 


of this was attended with an inſurrection, in which 
the farmers of the impoſts had been cruelly abuſed. 
The clergy and principal inhabitants willing to pre- 


vent the king's vengeance, by doitig juſtice them- 
ſelves. upon the criminals, met to deliberate. how 
they were to proceed in: the affair: but Lewis not 
reliſhing tedious formalities. on theſe occaſions, ap- 
pointed a commiſſion conliſting of.men of the ſword 
and gown, and ſent them to Bourges with a guard 


of croſs-bow-men, to procure them the greater re- 


ſpect. Du Bouchage, who was at the head of the 
commiſſion, had orders to make a ſtrict ſearch after 
the criminals, without regard to privileges or im- 


munities, and not to ſpare even the archbiſhop him- 
ſelf, if he was found guilty. 3 


Du Bouchage conformed exactly to his maſter's 


intentions, without however exceeding the bounds 
of juſtice. The moſt guilty were executed, and 
the reſt baniſhed or fined. The king alſo changed 
the form of government in the city, appointing a 
Mayor and two Sheriffs, the nomination of whom 


he reſerved to himſelf. 5 
Lewis reſolved next upon an example of greater 


terror in the perſon of the conſtable. Chabanes de 
Curton, governor of Limouſin, and John Hubert, 


who was afterwards biſhop of Evreux, were at this 
time at Bouvines, negotiating a peace with Hugonet 
and Imbercourt. The chief article of their inſtruc- 
tions was to offer S. Quintin to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, and all the lands belonging to the' conſtable, 


upon condition, that he would deliver him into the 


king's hand. The bargain was upon the point of 
being concluded by Imbercourt, ſworn enemy of 
the count of S, Pol, ever ſince he gave him the lie 
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in a conference at Roye; to which, tho* Imbercourt 
anſwered with great moderation, yet his reſentment 
was only ſuſpended for the preſent ;- for, as will ap- 
pear, he never afterwards forgave the affront. 

The conſtable, informed of what was tranſacting 
againſt him, wrote to the king, and demanded an 


Interview, threatening otherwife to throw himſelf 


into the arms of the duke of Burgundy. The king 
fearing the conſequences of a refuſal, accepted the 
interview, and wrote to his plenipotentiaries to re- 
ſtore the writings to the duke of Burgundy's ambaſ- 
ſadors,, and withdraw their own articles. S. Pol 
himſelf ſettled the conditions of their meeting, and 
it was appointed to be at a bridge, between la Fere 


and Noyon. The conſtable came firſt, having a 


cuiraſs under his coat, and attended by three hun- 


dred men at arms. The king not appearing for ſome 
time, made an apology for ſtaying ſo long; and the 


conſtable on his fide, excuſed himſelf for coming in 
arms, pretending, that it was out of fear of his ene- 
my Dammartin, The king feigned to be ſatisfied 
with his excuſes ; the conſtable promiſed to ſerve 


him faithfully, and afterwards paſſed the barrier, 
and came over to the other fide. Lewis received 


him favourably, and reconciled him to Dammartin, 
that is, he obliged them for the preſent mutually to 


diſſemble their hatred. Kings ſeldom heartily for- 


give a man they fear. Lewis's thoughts were now 
wholly taken up in contriving means to deſtroy a 
ſubject, that was become too powerful, and had 
preſumed to treat with his maſter as if he had been 
his equal. The king choſe to remain in Picardy, 
during the duke of Alengon's trial at Paris. This 
prince, by his repeated treaſons, had rendered him- 
ſelf unworthy of a pardon ; impunity only embold- 
ened him to commit new crimes. Ungrateful by 


nature, habituated to guilt, factious and intriguing z 


he was deſtitute of every virtue, nor any otherwiſe 
Vox. II. F diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed than by his quality of prince of the 
blood, which ſerved but to render him more inex- 
cuſable. The king, weary of exercifing a clemen- 
cy, which by being often repeated, was become in- 
jurious to his dignity, and dangerous to the ſtate, 
had ordered the duke of Alencon to be apprehended, 
upon an information of his deſigning to paſs over to 
the duke of Burgundy, and ſell him all his poſſeſſions 

in France. The parliament was empowered to | 

bring him to his trial, and paſſed a de- | 

Fuly 18. cree, declaring him guilty of high trea- 

ſon, and other crimes and miſdemeanors, | 

for which he was condemned to loſe his head, re- 
ferring it however to the good pleaſure of the king, to 
ſuſpend or execute the ſentence, All his eſtates were 
confiſcated, but the king reſtored them in great mea- 

ſure to the count du Perche his ſon. 

While the king was thus employed in puniſhing 
or bringing back to their duty his rebellious ſubjects, 
the duke of Burgundy was projecting a new league 
againſt him. He had formed a deſign of extending 
his frantiers on the ſide of Germany, and apprehend- 
ing that the king would endeayour to oppoſe him, 

reſolved to raiſe up an enemy againſt him, that 
would be abundantly able to cope with him. He 
concluded a league offenſive and defenſive with Ed- 
ward king of England, by which it was agreed, 
that they ſhould unite their forces to dethrone Lewis 

XI. The Engliſh were to make a deſcent in Nor- 
mandy or Guyenne, and the duke was to join them 
with his whole ſtrength, in order to recover theſe 
provinces, and compleat the conqueſt of the reſt of 

the kingdom. As this league was againſt both the 
king and the kingdom, it was expreſsly ſtipulated, 
that they were to make war againſt whatever prince 
poſſeſſed the crown of France. The two contract- 
ing potentates were to command each an army in 
perſon, and act ſeparately and independently, unleſs 
ESO 7 e neceſſity, 
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neceſſity, or the common cauſe ſhould oblige them 
to unite. If either of them could not head his army 
in perſon, the general to whom he entruſted the 
command, was to be ſubje& to the prince who was 
at the head of his own forces, and both armies 
were to obey him as general in chief, No peace 
was to be concluded but by. mutual agreement. 
The king of England yielded to the duke of Bur- 
gundy Champagne, the county of Nevers, the cities 
upon the Somme, and all the lands of the conſtable, 
reſerving to himſelf, however, the privilege of be- 
ing crowned at Rheims“. 


Though the king did not know preciſely the te- 
nor of this treaty, he was, notwithſtanding, ſenſible 
from Edward's and the duke of Burgundy's prepara- 
tions, that they had ſome great enterprize in view, 


Theſe ſuſpicions were confirmed by advices from 


the king of Scotland, who having been ſolicited to 
enter into the league, ſent Lewis an account of his 
refuſing to liſten to any propoſitions contrary to the 
alliances and good underitanding, that had ever ſub- 
ſiſted between the crowns of France and Scotland. 
At the ſame time he begged of the king, permiſſion 
to paſs through France, in a pilgrimage he intended 
to make to Rome. Lewis immediately commiſſioned 
Meny Peny his chamberlain, to go and thank the 
king of Scotland, and repreſent to him, the incon- 
veniencies that might attend a voyage to Rome in 
the preſent juncture; when the neceſſity of affairs 
ſo plainly called him to watch over the ſecurity of 
his kingdom and allies : But that if, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe reaſons, he ftill perſiſted in his deſign of a 
pilgrimage to Rome, and of paſſing thro' France for 
that purpoſe, he ſhould have all the honours paid 
him, that were due to a friend and ally of the king 
1 1 53 and 
* This treaty, unknown hitherto to all our hiſtorians, 
is found in the Fzdera, or collection of the publick acts 
by Mr. Rymer. 35% ele 
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and kingdom. The king of Scotland thinking it 
beſt to follow the advice of Lewis XI. kept at home, 


to have an eye upon the conduct of the Engliſh. 


The greateſt part of the king's council, provoked 
that the duke of Burgundy made no other uſe of the 
truce, but to prepare for war, and ſtir up all Europe 
againſt France, were for marching immediately to 
attack him; but the king, who was never at a loſs 


for reſources when the danger was preſſing, was of a 
different mind. He ſaw the duke of Burgundy up- 


en the point of carrying his arms into Germany, 


and thought it good policy not to give him any in- 


terruption in an enterprize, which he foreſaw muſt 
in the end prove fatal to him. For it was a con- 
ſtant Maxim with Lewis XI. to be provided againſt 


all events, never to take up arms but in caſes of ex- 


tremity, and to ſecure himſelf by the faults and over - 
fights of his enemies, of which no prince better 
knew how to make advantage. 

Lewis, inſtead of acting offenſively againſt duke 
Charles, confined himſelf wholly to the care of rai- 
ſing up enemies to employ him, and accordingly 


laid hold of the opportunity, which offered in rela- 


tion to the county of Ferette. Sigiſmund duke of 
Auſtria, had five years before ſold or mortgaged it 
to the duke of Burgundy, Charles had ſent thither 
for governor Hagembac, a man cruel, avaritious, 


and fit rather to be employed in ruining a country, 


than gaining the minds of new ſubje&ts. The op- 
preſſions of Hagembac reached even to the Switzers. 


Upon their complaints, the duke of Burgundy ſent 


commiſſioners into every canton; but it appearing 


from their manifeſt partiality to Hagembac, that he 


was one of thoſe inftruments of tyranny, who are 
willing to charge themſelves with the whole weight 
of the publick odium, and who would not be em- 
ployed, were they more upright, or ſuch as ſtood 


in no need of an apdlogy to ſcreen their actions from 
_ cenſure; 
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cenſure; they who had complained, durſt not de- 
clare themſelves farther, as being afraid of drawing 
upon. themſelves the reſentment of a man unjuſt, 
violent, and backed by authority. The canton of 


Bern alone, diſtinguiſhing between the prince and 


the miniſter, repreſented to the duke, that the 
Switzers were of nothing more deſirous than to 
live in friendſhip with him, but that they could not 
any longer bear with the oppreſſions of Hagembac. 
The duke wholly taken up with his deſigns upon 
Germany, paid no regard to theſe remonſtrances. 
Robert of Bavaria, elector of Cologn, was at 


this time at variance with his chapter. All the no- 


bility of the electorate declared for the chapter, ap- 


plied to the emperor for protection, and choſe Her- 


man, landgrave of Heſſe, to be adminiſtrator of the 


eletorate, with a promiſe of all their ſuffrages 


when it became vacant. Eg 0 
The duke of Burgundy, to whom every occaſion 
of war was a ſufficient motive to undertake it, put 
himſelf at the head of a powerful army, 
and joining the elector of Cologn, laid Ju 31. 


| fiege to Nuz, a city upon the banks of 
the Rhine. The landgrave of Heſſe ſhut himſelf 
up in the place with a ſtrong gariſon, and prepared 


to make a vigorous defence, in expectation of being 
relieved by the princes of the empire. _ 
Lewis judging the diſcontent of the Switzers to be 
of much greater importance, than it had appeared 
to the duke of Burgundy, reſolved to take advantage 


of it, as a fair opportunity for bringing back Sigiſ- 


mund duke of Auſtria into the county of Ferette, 


for exaſperating the Switzers againſt Charles, and 


thereby making them very uſeful allies to France. 
He became a mediator between them and the duke 
of Auſtria, ſettled and adjuſted their differences, and 
lent Sigiſmund an hundred thouſand florins, to re- 
pay the duke of Burgundy the ſum for which the 
5 F 3 county 
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county of Ferette had been mortgaged. He con- 


cluded at the ſame time an alliance with 


Oct. 26. the canton of Bern, and with thoſe of 


the German lage.. 

This treaty “ wrought a general revolution in 
the cantons, and all the neighbouring provinces. 
LG HORN. jy The 


* As it has ſerved for a model to thoſe that followed, „ 


ewill not be amiſs to give here a ſummary of it. The allies 
expreſs themſelves nearly to this effe?, 3 
The king of France, in all and every of our wars, eſ- 


pecially thoſe againſt the duke of Burgundy, is bound 
faithfully to aid, ſuccour and defend us, at his own pro- 
per charge. And moreover, in teſtimony of his good 


will and friendſhip, he ſhall depoſite in the city of Lions, 


and pay us yearly, all the days of his life, the ſum of 


twenty thouſand florins ; and if the ſaid king, in his wars 


and armies, ſtands in need of our aſſiſtance, and applies 


to us for that purpoſe, we are then bound to furniſh him 


with as many armed troops as poſſible, provided they 


are not employed in our own proper wars, upon condi- 
tion of his allowing them the monthly pay of four florins 
and a half per man. 1 e 
When the ſaid king demands of us a ſupply of troops, 
he ſhall depofite in the cities of Zurich, Bern, or Lucern, 
a month's pay per man, and the two next months pay 
in the city of Geneva, or whatever other place we ſhail 
name, 75 
The ſaid three months pay ſhall commence from the 


day the troops begin their march, who ſhall enjoy the 


ſame immunities and privileges, as the ſubjects of the 
king : And if at any time whatſoever, we require of the 


ſaid king, to grant us aid in our wars againſt the duke of 
Burgundy, and it ſo happen, that on account of wars of 


his own, he is not able to ſupply us with his troops; then, 
in order to enable us to defend ourſelves, the ſaid king 
ſhall be bound ſo long as we continue in arms, v0 pay us 


quarterly the ſum of twenty thouſand florins, over and 


And . 


above the twenty thouſand already mentioned. 
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The cities of Straſburg, Colmar, Scheleſtad, Mul- 
hauſen, Baſal, and ſeveral others, entered into the 
league; the people of Ferette put themſelves again 
under their old maſter, and Hagembac was ſeized 
and ſent to Briſac, where he was be- 

headed. The Switzers now openly de- Novem. 
claring themſelves enemies, entered Bur- 


gundy, deſtroying all with fire and ſword. 


It then appeared, that Lewis XI. had acted ac- 
cording to the maxims of a wiſe policy, in ſuffering 


the duke of Burgundy to entangle himſelf on the 
fide of Germany. That prince by continuing be- 


fore Nuz, became wholly diſabled from executing 
the project he had formed with Edward, of enter- 

And if at any time, we enter into a treaty, of either 
peace or truce with the duke of Burgundy, or any other 


of the king's or our enemies, we are hereby engaged to 


include by expreſs and ſpecial articles, him the king ; 
and in like manner he, in all his wars with the duke of 


Burgundy, when they come to treat of peace or truce, 


ſtands engaged to make expreſs proviſo with regard to us. 
In ali theſe articles we include on our part, eur hol 

father the pope, the holy Roman empire, and all thoſe 

with whom we are joined in preſent alliance : The ſame 


is ſuppoſed on the part of the king, the duke of Burgundy 


excepted, in regard of whom we are at liberty to behave. 


in the manner ſpecified above. 


And if it ſhall ſo happen, that we be entangled in a 
war with the duke of Burgundy, then, and at that in- 
ſtant, he the king, ought powerfully to ſtir in our de- 
fence, and is bound to perform all duties and ſervices be- 


longing to war, for the promoting of his own and our 


intereſt ; and all this without fraud or inſincerity. 
And foraſmuch as it is our intention to preſerve this 
happy union firm, inviolable, and unſhaken, during the 


life of him the king, we have ordered theſe preſents to he 


delivered unto him ſigned and ſealed, having in like man- 


ner received the ratification from him, ſealed with his 
own ſeal. | : | 
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ing France at the head of a powerful army. On 
the other hand Edward durft not attempt any thing 
againſt France, without an affurance of being well 
ſupported. England however, had never made 
more formidable preparationsfor war ; and Edward, 
in hopes of intimidating Lewis, ſent an herald to 
ſummon him to reſtore the provinces of Normand 
and Guyenne, threatning, in caſe of refuſal, to en- 
ter France with all his forces. „„ 
The king, who never himſelf employed vain threats 
againſt his enemies, nor dreaded them from others, 


took no notice at firſt of this inſolent demand; but 


as the herald inſiſted upon having a poſitive Anſwer, 
and repeated his menaces of Edward's paſſing imme- 
diately into France; tell your maſter, reply'd the king 
coldly, that I adviſe him not, The continuation of 
Monſtrellet adds, that Lewis ſhortly after ſent to 
the king of England, an aſs, a wolf, and a wild- 
boar. It is not eaſy to gueſs what he could mean 
ſuch a meſſage ; however Edward was extremely 
provoked, and redoubled his threats, which were 


but little regarded. 


Though Lewis was not in the leaſt afraid of his 
enemies, he neglected however nothing needful for 
the defence and ſecurity of the kingdom: he laid up 
great magazines of corn, ſtrengthened the frontier | 


towns with new works, and provided them with 


good gariſons. The baſtard of Bourbon, admiral of 
France, gave in a long memorial, repreſenting the 


advantages that would accrue from fortifying la 


Hogue, and making there a port, where the king's 


ſhips might lie ſecure againſt all inſults. Tt hap- 


pened then, as it has often happened ſince ; the pro- 

Jet was examined, approved, and even reſolved 
upon, but never executed. What has been done 

in our own days, ſufficiently ſhews how ſerviceable 

this might have been at that time to the Kate; 

Almoſt immediately after the figning of the ny 
5 | * 
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the Switzers began to complain of the oppreſſions 
their merchants ſuffered from thoſe who were em- 
ployed in gathering in theking's taxes, and who ſet 
no bounds to their exactions, but thoſe of their own 
inſatiable avarice. This had long been a ſubject of 
complaint, even to the French themſelves ; for ſuch 
as had the management of publick affairs, know- 
ing themſelves and ſervices to be neceſſary, exer- 
ciſed great oppreſſions upon the people, and run 
them into enormous expences. They had hired. 
officers under them, who carried off the effects of 
ſuch as were liable to the taxes, and by heaping up 
expences upon them ſo wholly ruined them, that 
they were incapable of diſcharging the demands 
againſt them. The farmers of the revenues, where 


money was not to be had, carried off the wine and 


corn of the country people, and entered into a con- 
federacy with the merchants, who afterwards fixed 
what value they had a mind upon the goods ſo ſeized. 
The king was, for the moſt part, ignorant of theſe 
oppreſſions, or ſaw himſelf often under the neceſſity 
of winking at them : but being now ſenſible of how 
great importance it was to prote his new allies 
againſt all unjuſt impoſitions, in order to attach 
them the more firmly to France, he gave the Swit- 
zers all the ſatisfaction they could deſire, and at the 
ſame time took occaſion from the preſent complaints, 
to ſend commiſſioners into the ſeveral provinces of 
the kingdom, to examine into the abuſes that had 
been committed, and puniſh the guilty. 8 85 
It is certain, that Lewis XI. in humbling the 
great, ſought at the ſame time to eaſe the people, 
and even abated of his own rights, where he ſaw 
any publick advantage likely to accrue from it, of 
which he gave an inſtance this ſame year in relation 
to printing. = | 


This art was firſt invented in Germany, towards 
Charles VII. Common 
fame 


| the end of the reign of 
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fame gives the glory of it to Mentz ; though ſome 
think Straſburg has the better title. The firſt prin- 
ters who came to Paris about the year 1476, were 
Ulrick Gering, Martin Crantz, and Michael Fri- 
burger. They ſettled in the Sorbonne, under the 
patronage of William Fichet and John Heylin, two 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed for learning at that time in 


the univerſity. They taught divinity, philoſophy, 
and the belles letters; and though rivals by profeſ- 


ſion, yet lived in the greateſt friendſhip and mutual 
eſteem. h A | 
The encouragement given to the firſt printers, 
Toon brought many others to Paris, among whom 
was Herman Staterlen, a native of Munſter, and 
agent for the bookſellers at Mentz. He had brought 


a great number of books with him into France, but 
dying, all his effects were ſeized as the king's pro- 
perty and eſcheat. The univerſity oppoſed the ſei- 


zure, and demanded, that at leaſt the ſcholars 
ſhould be permitted to buy the books. This body 
was not then ſo illuſtrious as it has ſince rendered 
itſelf, but was, notwithſtanding treated with greater 


diſtinction, as being very conſiderable on account of 


the great number of ſcholars, who were not leſs than 


twelve thouſand, The ſciences at that time but 


imperfect, were nevertheleſs. held in great honour ; 


and it was neither ſurprizing nor uncommon for 


them to advance a man to the fisſt dignities. 


The parliament receiving the univerſity's oppoſt- 
tion, the king forbid them to proceed to any deci- 
ſion. He inſiſted that the ſeizure made on his be- 
half ſhould firſt have its full and proper effect; but 
afterwards, to ſhow how much it was his intention 


to encourage and patroniſe the liberal arts, he did 


not barely confine himſelf to the requeſt of the uni- 


verſity in favour of her ſtudents, but ordered John 


Briconnet, the receiver general to remit to the book- 
ſellers of Mentz two thouſand four hundred and 
VVV -:-.*  EWwenty® 
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twenty-five crowns, to indemnify them for the ſei- 
zure. . 
This year was remarkable for the death Sept. I. 
of Henry IV. king of Caſtile : Zurita aſ- 
ſures us that he left no will, and that Hernand Pul- 
gar, who ſays he did, was miſtaken, We are told 
in the manuſcript hiſtory of Don Diego Henrico del 
Caſtillo, the king's chaplain, that father Mancelo, 


prior of the convent of St. Jerome, confeſſed the 


king for about an hour, and afterwards demanded 
openly, whether he would not be pleaſed to order 
what might be proper for the repoſe of his ſoul, and 
his interment, Henry anſwered with great compo- 
| ſure, that he left for executors of his will, the arch- 
biſhop of Toledo, the cardinal of Spain, the duke of 
Arrevalo, the marquiſs of Villena, and the count of 
Benevente ; which proves ſufficiently, that there 
was a will. We find likewiſe, in a chronicle com- 
poſed by an officer belonging to queen Iſabella, and 
who therefore cannot be ſuſpected in this caſe, that 
Henry made a will, in which he appointed Jane to 
ſucceed him, and ſelemnly declared, that ſhe was 
his daughter. That this will remained in the hands 
of the curate of Santa-Crux in Madrid, who went 
and hid it with other papers ſomewhere near Al- 
meida in Portugal. That he afterwards entruſted 
the ſecret to Fernand Gomes of Herrera his friend, 
who imparted it to Iſabella during the illneſs of which 
ſhe died. That ſhe ſent in queſt of theſe papers, 
but died before the return of thoſe who brought 
them. And that king Ferdinand IV. who, after 
the queen's death, had the Regency of the kingdoms 
of Caſtile and Leon, cauſed theſe papers to be burnt. 


It was neceſſary to be thus particular in what relates 


to Henry's will, becauſe the uncertainty of Jane's 
birth, was the cauſe of a long war between Ferdi- 
nand IV. king of Caftile, and Alphonſo V. kingof 
Portugal; and that Lewis XI. took advantage of 

5 | %%% — 
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this diviſion, to fecure to himſelf the poſfeſkon of 
Rouſſillon. 

As whatever relates to the hiſtory of Arts, is, at 
leaſt, as important as recitals of battles, the monu- 
ments of our fury, I ſhall conclude the tranſactions 
of the preſent year with an event that tended to the 
perfecting of ſurgery. 

A Franc- archer of Meudon, being found guilty 
of many erimes, was condemned to die. The phy- 
ſicians and ſurgeons, knowing that he had been 
troubled with the ſtone, preſented a petition, im- 
porting, that many perfons in the kingdom were 
ſubject to the ſame calamity z ; that there was reaſon 
to think, the operation of cutting might, without 
endangering life, be a means to relieve them ; and 
that therefore trial might now be made upon a cri- 
minal. The operation ſucceeded, the patient was 
cured in fifteen days, and the king not only pardoned ⁵⁶ 
him, but alſo afligned him a penfion. i 
A war breaking out on account of the ſucceſſion 
to the kingdom of Caſtile, obliged both =? 
| 145 5. the parties concerned, to make their 
Eafler court to France. Iſabella and Jane 
ar. 26. of Caſtile, claimed each the right of ſuc- 
ceeding to the dominions of king Henry 
IV. Iſabella founded her plea on the oath of alle- 
glance, taken to her by the ſtates. On the other 
hand Jane, born in lawful marriage, had been owned 
by Henry for his daughter, maugre the ſuſpicions to 
the contrary, perhaps not wholly without founda- 
tion, yet deſtroyed by folemn and authentick acts 
in her favour. This princeſs was ſupported by the 
Pachecos, the Girons, the Cuevas, and the king of 
Portugal, while the houſes of Henrico, Mendoza 
and Velaſco declared for Iſabella. The rights of 
princes depend often on their power to aſſert them; 
and that of the two contending parties in the preſent } 
caſe was __y equal, - 


and thereby cauſe a powerful diverhon, 
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Alphonſo, king of Portugal, Jane's uncle, inſtead 
of ſeizing the ficſt opportunity to enter Caſtile with 
an army, and juſtify by ſucceſs the rights of his 
niece, amuſed himfelf with holding councils ; and 
loſt in deliberating, the time of action. 
He ſent a herald into France, to notify Jan. 8. 
to Lewis the death of king Henry, and | 


acquaint him with his deſign of eſpouſing queen 


Jane. He repreſented to him, that the king of Ar- 
ragon, by uniting Caſtile to that crown, would be- 
come a dangerous neighbour to France: whereas ſhe 
could always count upon a faithful ally in the king 


of Portugal, As to the difficulties, which Lewis 


made of treating with the Portugueze, while they 


were in alliance with the Engliſh, the ancient ene- 


mies of France, Alphonſo anſwered, that as ſoon as 


he was in poſſeſſion of Caſtile, he would refign Por- 


tugal to prince John his ſon; and by that means 
oppoſe to his engagements with the Engliſh, the alli- 
ances that had ſubſiſted, time out of mind, between 


the kingdoms of France and Caſtile, Alphonſo, 


further to convince him of the fincerity of his inten- 
tions, urged him to puſh the ſiege of Perpignan, 


aſſuring bim, that in order to facilitate the conqueſt 


of Rouffillon, he would himſelf attack Ferdinand, 


While Lewis was thus treating with Portugal, he 


entered likewiſe into a negotiation with Ferdinand 
and Iſabella. The embaſſadors on both ſides were 
commiſſioned to renew with the king the ancient 
alliances between the crowns of France and Caſtile, 
The propoſitions of Jane and Iſabella were in this re- 
ſpect pretty much the ſame. The difficulty was not 
about the renewing the alliances between kingdom 
and kingdom, but to know with which of the par- 


ties it would be moſt advantageous to treat, 
Ferdinand and Ifabella propoſed the marriage of 
the dauphin with their eldeſt daughter Iſabella. The 
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king, probably, never deſigned to conclude this mar- 
riage, and only aimed at getting poſſeſſion of Rouſ- 
ſillon and Cerdagne. Ferdinand would have readily 
conſented to this, and even gave his embaſſadors full 
powers for that purpoſe; but upon the complaints of 
the king of Arragon, his father, he diſowned them, 
and declared to Lewis XI. that he could by no means 
agree to the reſtitution of theſe provinces. 


The king, who never loſt ſight of his project, ſet 


himſelf to gain the embaſſadors, and in ſome mea- 
ſure ſucceeded ; for although they did not directly 
grant his demands, and ſeemed to bound themſelves 


by their inſtructions, yet, in fact, they betrayed 


their maſter's intereſt, by protracting the treaty, 


and giving him time to carry by force or addreſs, 
what they would not yield in the way of negotiation. 


Lewis carried on the ſiege of Perpignan by du 
Lude, and Yvon du Fau, and ſought only to pre- 
long the treaty, till he ſhould get poſſeſſion of the 
place. The better to conceal his defigns, he ſent 
to Ferdinand, the biſhops of Alby and Lembez, 
John of Amboiſe, Grammont, and Sacierge, in 


quality of embaſſadors, and charged them with ſo 


many different powers, that they were often greatly 
perplexed, and could agree about nothing. 5 

Theſe negotiations however, had all the effect 
Lewis expected from them. Before any thing could 


be concluded, Perpignan was reduced to the laſt ex- 


tremity. Zurita relates, that a woman ſeeing one 
of her children die of hunger, made it ſerve for food 
to the other that was left; a ſpectacle at once of 


horror and compaſſion. The inhabitants, preſſed 


a by the enemy without, and famine 
March 1. within, ſurrendered at laſt, on condi- 

TRY tion, that ſuch as choſe to leave the city 
ſhould be at liberty to retire, A great number of 
gentlemen went into Arragon. | 


Lewis XI. and the king of Arragon, tired of the 


war, 
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war, and having both other enemies to fear, ſigned 
at length a truce of ſix months. | 


Lewis, provoked at the reſiſtance he had met 


from Perpignan, was reſolved to intimidate thoſe 
who might be for the king of Arragon. He ap- 


pointed Boufile governor of the town ; but not find- 


ing in him that rigour and ſeverity which he re- 


quired from all who were commiſſioned to execute 


his orders; he ſent moreover du Bouchage into 


Rouſſillon, with powers more extenſive than thoſe 
of the governor. He charged him to make ſtrict 


enquiry after thoſe whoſe fidelity was liable to ſuſ- 
picion, to expel them the province, and confiſcate 
their eſtates, Lewis at the ſame time made over the 
confiſcations to du Bouchage and Boufile, in reward 
of their ſervices; a recompence by ſo much the 


more indecent, as they thereby became both judge 
and party. Boufile was nevertheleſs diſintereſted 


enough to repreſent to the king, that by driving 
away ſo many perſons from the city, he would en- 
creaſe the number of his enemies, and weaken the 
place ; whereas clemency would infallibly make 


them faithful ſubjects, and bind them to him by the 


ties of gratitude. The king at firſt was diſpleaſed 


with theſe remonſtrances of the governor ; but, at 


laſt, prudence getting the better of his reſentment, 
he contented himſelf with ordering him to keep a 
watchful eye over the diſaffected, 

The taking of Perpignan re-eſtabliſhed in Italy a 
reſpect for the king's power, which the duke of 


- Burgundy repreſented as tottering. That prince 


ſet himſelf to propagate perſonal calumnies againſt 


the king. They even began to gain credit in Italy, 
The biſhop of Cahors, who was then at Rome, 


refuted them with great ſpirit, and made appear, 
that all the princes who complained of Lewis XI. 
had been themſelves the firſt to ſwerve from their 


engagements : ſtrange conduct! and yet juſtly 
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chargeable upon all the reigning princes of that age. 
They ſeem to have had no other way of defending 
themſelves, but by recriminating. 
Ferdinand, king of Naples, eſpouſed at firſt the 
intereſts of duke Charles, from a hope of marrying 
his ſen Frederick to Mary of Burgundy, The hope 
of eſpouſing this princeſs was a lure which the duke 
artfully played off, to engage ſeveral potentates to 
fide with him, He fed all with hopes, promiſed 
her to ſeveral ; but without any real deſign of be · 
ſtowing her upon any of them. He would ſome- 
times ſay to his confidents: The day I marry my 
daughter you may expect to jee me turn monk, 
The duke, however, was very forward with his 
_ promiſes, which he readily gave in terms no leſs 
poſitive than if he had been ſincere : Upon theſe” 
aſſurances it was, that Frederick, ſon of the king 
of Naples, came to wait on the duke of Burgundy. 
The king of Naples ſoon perceiving that nothing 
was to be hoped for from this prince, would not en- 
gage ſo far, as to hazard breaking with the kinn, 
from whom he ſollicited the reſtitution of two rich 
| Neapolitan gallies, taken by William Coulon fieur 
de Caſſenove, vice-admiral of France, and the moſt 
expert ſeaman of his time. 
Although the king did not openly approve all the # 
| Reps taken by Coulon, he was nevertheleſs willing 
to cheriſh his zeal, and raiſe an emulation in the 
fleet. He affected not to know of this capture, and 
indemnified the ſubjects of the king of Naples, and 
the reſt concerned, for the effects they had loſt on 
board theſe gallies. 1 —_— 
The king of Naples was fo ſenſibly touched with | 
this reſtitution, that he wrote to the king, aſſuring 
him, the only reaſon of his not declaring openly for 
him, was, that he might not violate the engagements 
he had entered into with the duke: As to the marriage 
that was negotiating between prince Frederick and 
I oo the 
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the heireſs of Burgundy, he ſaw plainly, that the 
duke intended to deceive him: However, he was 
reſolved not to give him the leaſt pretence for with- 
drawing his promiſe : that, notwithſtanding he was 
willing abſolutely to renounce the alliance of Bur- 


gundy, provided the king would marry prince Fre- 
derick, to a princeſs of his own blood, with an an- 


nuity of twenty-five, or thirty thouſand livres. The 
king of Naples added, that being deſcended of the 


| houſe of Arragon, he could not with honour detach 
himſelf from their intereſt : But that he would do 


his utmoſt to bring about a peace between the two 


crowns : And he thought the friendſhip of the king 
of France a ſufficient equivalent for the provinces of 
Rouſſillon and Cerdagne. 


The king rewdily laid hold of this opportunity of 
gaining to himſelf a great intereſt in Italy, and 


thwarting the ihtrigues of the duke of Burgundy, 


who ſucceeded but little in his negotiations, nor 
were his arms more happy before Nuz. 
The ſiege had now laſted ſix months, and only 


ſerved to ruin the duke's army : his eſtates were 


drained of men and money ; and no other fruit ac- 


crued from it, but that of ſtirring up all the princes 
of the empire againſt him. All the time duke 


Charles was before Nuz, the king's troops were diſ- 
poſed in ſuch manner, that they might rendezvous 


upon very ſhort warning. The marſhal Rouault 
was at Dieppe; Torcy, on the confines of Nor- 


mandy and Picardy ; Salazar, at Amiens; la Tre- 
mouille, Baudricourt, and Curton in Champagne; 


the king kept at Paris, or ſome where in its neigh- 


bourhood, that he might be ready to ſet out on the 
firſt notice, in order to put himſelf at the head of 
his army. „ 


Some time before this, the emperor Frederick III. 
had propoſed to the king an alliance againſt the 
duke of Burgundy, Tho' this propoſal ſeemed very 


_ advantageous, 
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advantageous, yet the council was divided upon it. 
Some earneſtly oppoſed the treaty, alledging, that 
France for the laſt ten years, bad enjoyed no reſpite 


from troubles of one kind or another; that its 


ſtrength was daily impaired ; and that this union 
with the emperor would infallibly bring on a war, 
the conſequences of which could not eaſily be fore- 
ſeen, neither was the emperor an ally on whom they 
ought much to rely. Tis certain that Frederick 


III. was a weak prince, irreſolute, covetous, in a 
word, full of vices and defects. He was equally 


ready to eng ge or violate his faith, thro' meer 

had been made head of the empire, 

not ſo much for his perſonal qualities, as on account 

of his dignity. His reign, tho? very long, ſerves 

only as an epocha to the actions of other princes his 
cotemporaries, 

On the other hand, ſuch as were for the alliance 


_ with Frederick, repreſented, that ſo long as he 
ſhould continue with an army upon the Rhine, the 


duke of Burgundy would be under a neceſſity of em- 


ploying his forces on that fide; that he would ſcarce 
be able to ſpare a ſufficient number of troops to gari- 
| ſon his towns, much leſs be in condition to keep the 
field on the ſide of France; that the Engliſh not be- 
ing fupported, would not dare to ſtir from Calais, 
nor the duke of Britany to declare himſelf ; that if 


the emperor's alliance was rejected, he might liſten 


to the offers of duke Charles; and that in fine, in 


order to have a ſure remedy againſt the weakneſs 
and inconſtancy of the emperor, in treating with 


him, they were to conclude alſo a like treaty with 


the princes of the empire. 

This laſt conſideration, turned the ſcale on the 
fide of thoſe who were for the alliance. In conſe- 
quence of which, new powers were ſent to John 


Tiercelin lord of Broſſe, the king's chamberlain, 
and John Paris, counſellor i in parliament, who at- 


tended 


ror and princes of the empire were to 
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tended upon Frederick in quality of ambaſſadors; 
and they were authorized to conclude a league with 
the emperor, and the princes and electors of the em- 
pire. A treaty was therefore ſigned, by which the 
king ſtood engaged to bring into the 

field twenty thouſand men : The empe- Mar. 25. 


furniſh thirty thouſand ; and this army was to enter 


the territories of the duke of Burgundy, as ſoon as 
it could be in readineſs to aft. 


During this negotiation with the princes of the 
empire, the king commiſſioned the conſtable de 8. 
Pol, to propoſe to the duke of Burgundy a prolon- 
gation of the truce. 

The duke replied, that he could not comprehend 


what was meant by propoling a truce, at a time 


when the king and princes of the empire had fixed 
the day for a congreſs at Metz, in order to concert 
meaſures for carrying the war into the heart of Bur- 
gundy : The king, added the duke, has often fallen 
upon me unprepared, without being able to draw any Ad- 
vantage from it; 1 have therefore no reaſon to fear him 


at preſent, when the kings of England and Arragon, 


and the duke of Britany, have engaged to join their for- 
ces with mine. The young king of Caſtille, the duke of 
Milan, the houſe of Savoy, the kings of Naples and 
Hungary, the Venetians, and the prince Palatine, alſo 
offer me their ſervice as confederates and allies, 

The duke renewed all the old injurious reproaches 
againſt the king, for violating former truces. The 
perſonal hatred between Lewis XI. and duke 
Charles was often the occaſion of their making and 


meriting from each other the ſame reproaches. The 


duke concluded with declaring, that the deſire of 
turning his arms againſt the infidels, was the ſole 
motive that could induce him at preſent to conſent 


toa truce with the king; but that he muſt begin 
with the ſurrender of Amiens and S. Quintin, and 


alſo 
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alſo allow the kings of Arragon and England, and 
the duke of Britany a place in the treaty. The 
duke, however, was far from having that fidelity 
and attachment to his allles, which he pretended. 
He wrote privately to the conſtable, ſignifying, that 
he was willing to ſign the truce without including 
his allies, provided the cities of Amiens and 8. Quin- 
tin were delivered up to him. 

The king nothing terrified by the duke of Bur- 
gundy' s menaces, and rejecting the conditions offered 
him, prepared for war.' He ſet out from Paris im- 
mediately, and opened the campaign with the takee 

ing of Tronquoy, Montdidier, Roye, Bray-ſur- 
Somme, and Corbie. This laſt place made a better 
defence than the reſt, and Contay, who commanded. 
in it, had an honourable capitulation granted him. 
The king's troops next entered Artois, and burnt 
Inville, la Barq, Darqui, Duiſans, Mareuil, and 
Pontdugis. The gariſon of Arras ſallied out againſt 
Ul the French, who at firſt counterfeited flight, in or- 
lll! - der to bring on an action; and then ſuddenly facing 
1" about, charged the enemy with ſuch fury, that they 
Om the Burgundians back to the very gates of Ar- 

- ras: Very few eſcaped : Almoſt all of any diſtinc- 
Yoo were taken priſoners, as James de S. Pol, Ca- 
rency, Courtray, and d'Enqueſme. = 
_ - Whilſt the French were thus laying waſte the | 
dominions of the duke of Burgundy, Rene, duke of 
Lorain, ſent a herald to Nuz, to declare war 
againſt him, and in the mean time poſſeſſed himſelf 

of Pierre-fort in Luxembourg. 

Although the duke of Burgundy was, beyond 
meaſure, provoked at the deftance, ſent him by the 
duke of Lorain, he affected, however, to hide his 
ſenſe of the aifront, by the civil reception he gave 
the herald, whom he preſented with a rich ſuit of 
cloaths, and a ſum of money, in reward, he ſaid, 
for the good news he brought him. 58 
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The duke of Burgundy was not able long to ſmo- 
ther his rage; and the news which he received of 
the ſucceſs of the French contributed ſtill more to 
inflame it. He wrote to Dufay, governor of Lux- 
embourg, to retake Pierre - fort, and ordered at the 
ſame time, that all who were in the place when it 
ſurrendered, ſhould be quartered. Although the 
ſiege of Nuz had coſt him abundance of men and 


money, he could not yet reſolve to abandon that en- 
terprize; he was determined to make a laſt effort, 


by attacking the German camp. At firſt he had 
ſome advantage, occaſioned by the ſurprize, but in 
the end was repulſed: the loſs was conſiderable, and 


the ſucceſs pretty near equal on both ſides, which 
ſtill tended to the weakening of the Burgundians, 


The duke ſaw himſelf at laſt obliged to yield to 


neceſſity, and ſign a truce for nine months. It was 


agreed that the Imperial army ſhould withdraw into 


the territories of the empire, and the duke's into his 


own dominions; that the city of Nuz ſhould remain 
in the hands of the biſhop of Forli, the pope's legate, 


and the diſpute between the archbiſhop and the chap- 


ter of Cologn, be referred to the determination of 
his belin es. e 
The duke of Burgundy's regret at not ſucceeding 


in the ſiege of Nuz, gave way to his deſire of taking 
vengeance of the duke of Lorain, who, with his 


ſuccours from France was making a new progreſs in 


Luxembourg. The duke ſent Campobaſſe before 
him into that province, with two hundred lances. 


The reſt of the army took the rout of Thionville, 
and by his appointment rendezvouſed at Maeſtrich. 
He could not diſſemble his reſentment at ſeeing him- 
ſelf attacked by a prince ſo young, and ſo much his 


inferior in point of power as the duke of Lorain, 
and had his mind more ſet upon revenge, than ful- 


filling his engagements to Edward king of England. 
The Engliſh had levied a prodigious army, and 


were 
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were ready to make a deſcent upon France, as ſoon 
as they ſaw the duke of weve. rms in a condition to 
join them. 

Lewis XI. more attentive to prevent the decem 
of his enemies, than duke Charles was to ſecond his 
allies, ordered his troops to march into Normandy, 

and came himſelf to Rouen. Here he 
June 10. treated with William de Chalons about 
Fs the principality of Orange. The prince 
of Orange had been taken priſoner as he was going 
to wait upon the duke of Burgundy. Grolee, whoſe 
priſoner he was, ſold him to the king for forty thou- 
ſand crowns. As the prince of Orange was not able 
to pay this ſum, he yielded and made over to the 
| king, by way of ranſom, the right of fief, allegiance, 
oath of fidelity, and full ſovereignty, with final ap- 
peal to the parliament of Dauphine, over the prin- 
cipality of Orange, its cities, forts, and vaſſals. 
The king received his homage, and permitted him 
to ſtile himſelf, prince of Orange by the grace of God. 
He had alſo the privilege to coin money, and pardon 
_ criminals, ..except in caſes of hereſy and treaſon. He 
preſerved to the inhabitants their laws and privileges, 
with exemption from all taxes impoſed, or to be im- 
poſed upon Dauphine. Thus the king, in acquiring 
the ſovereignty of Orange {ill left the prince in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the chief prerogatives belonging to it. 

The king, that he might be in a condition to re- 
pel the attempts of his enemies, reſolved to make 
ſure of thoſe of his ſubjects, whoſe fidelity he had 
reaſon to ſuſpect. The conſtable's e was 
no longer a myſtery, after the particulars he had 

learnt from James de S. Pol, his brother. He had 
preſented himſelf thrice before the gates of 8. Quin- 
tin, to take poſſeſſion of it for the duke of Bur- 
gundy. The conſtable's natural inconſtancy and 
diſtruſt of the king, had induced him to treat with ll 
the duke about the ſurrender of that place, and 
| prevented 


4 * 08 
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prevented his putting his deſign in execution, when 
it came to the point. We have ſeen that James de 


, 13 

8. Pol, was made priſoner at the battle of Arras. 
1 The king put ſeveral queſtions to him relating to 
5 the conſtable. James de 8. Pol, did not attempt 
3 to excuſe the reſtleſs ſpirit of his brother. The 
h king deſired to know how he would have behaved, 
t had he been received into the town. I would have 
2 kept it, anſwered he, for the duke my maſter. His 


ſincerity pleaſed the king, he reſtored him to his li- 


berty, and after the duke's death took him into his 
4 ſervice. IF > ; 353 | 
le It was further diſcovered, that the conſtable had 
* ſollicited the duke of Bourbon, to declare for the 
e, duke of Burgundy. This gave the king ſo much 
* the greater uneaſineſs, as the duke of Bourbon com- 1 
A manded an army in Burgundy ; but theſe ſuſpicions | 
* were ſoon diſpelled. The duke of Bourbon made | 
h it evident by his behaviour, that he was far from i 
”v hearkening to the propoſitions of the conſtable. He fl 
0 took Chateau-Chinon, cut in pieces the army of 4 
Te the count de Rouſſi, mareſchal of Burgundy, and —_— 
, made the mareſchal himſelf priſoner, together with 1 
n. the fires de Longy, Liſle, Montmartin, Digoigne, 1 
g ZW Ragny, Chaligny, and many other officers of diſtinc- 1 
{- I tion. The loſs was ſo conſiderable, that they who 1 
: retired to Dijon, ſent to intreat the ſire de Neucha- 1 
„tel, to come and draw together the remains of the 4Y 
ke army, and take upon him the command. The = 
ad duke of Bourbon, now maſter of the field, burnt 1 
0 Mailly-la-Ville, and took Bar-ſur-Seine, 0 
ad his News quieted the king's mind. At the 9 
44 ſame time arrived a herald from the king of Eng- 1 
n. land, who being ready to embark, ſent to ſummon 1 
of Lewis XI. to ſurrender to him the kingdom of {it 
14 France. The king received this defiance, rather 1 
with an air of coldneſs than any evident marks of q 
5 


contempt. He took the herald aſide, and told him, 
JFF Wt 
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that he knew the king of England had not engaged 
in this war out of inclination, but at the importunity 
of the duke of Burgundy, and to pleaſe the houſe of 
commons; that the dale had ruined his army be- 
fore Nuz, and was no longer in a condition to fuc- 
cour bis allies; that the conſtable on whom the 
king of England fo much depended, wanted only to 
ſow diſſention among princes, and would affuredly 
deceive him ; and that for theſe reaſons the king of 
England would find it more advantageous to live in 
terms of friendſhip with France, than truſt to allies, | 
ho could do him no ſervice, and muſt unavoidably 
diſappoint N 
TIpbe king to give the greater weight to his argu- 
rer ordered a preſent of three hundred crowns 
Al old to the herald, with the promiſe of a more 
_ conſiderable ſum, if a peace was concluded, The Þ 
herald —— by this liberality, eaſily conſented to 
the reaſonableneſs of what the king propoſed: he 
promiſed to do his utmoſt to bring about a peace, 
adviſed him to wait till the king of England was 
landed with his army in France, and deſired him 
to addreſs his letters to the lords Howard and Stan- 
ley, as the perfons'i in greateſt credit with vg Ed- 
ward. 
The king re-entered the hall, where bi courtiers N 
waited for him with impatience, and endeavoured 
to read in his looks the impreſſion which the king of 
England's defiance had made upon his mind. The 
king appeared with an air of ſatisfaction and con- 
tent, ſpoke without reſerve of Edward's letter, and 
even gave it to ſome of his courtiers to read. He 
afterwards commanded Commines to entertain the 
herald till he was ready to depart, that nobody might 
| have an opportunity of talking with him in private, 
and to preſent him with 2 piece of crimſon velyet of 
thirty ells. 
Edward no ſooner ſaw his herald return, than he 
gave 


he acted in this manner only out of pol 
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gave orders for his troops to embark. He appointed 
lord Audley and Galliard de Durfort, lord of Duras, 
to conduct the ſuccours deſtined for the ſervice of the 
duke of Britany, who had engaged to declare himſelf 
as ſoon as the Engliſh had opened the campaign. Ed- 
ward, named the prince of Wales his ſon, but five 


ambition he moſt dreaded, as foreſeeing that their 


mutual jealouſy would keep them my hs bounds 


ef their duty. 4 
Edward, upon his arrival at Calais, | 
expected to find the duke of Burgundy FJFuh. 


at the head of an army, and ready to act 


in concert with him againſt Lewis XI. Nothing 


could equal the ſurprize of the Engliſh, when they 


ſaw the duke of Burgundy enter the camp with a 


few attendants, and only impatient to leave them 


again, that he might go and make war, upon the 


duke of Lorain. 


Edward could not forbear Wi the duke of 
Burgundy, that the Engliſh had not undertaken to 


croſs over into France, but upon a promiſe given 
them, that they ſhould find the war already begun, 
and be enabled to purſue it ſo vigorouſly, as to make 
up for what of the ſeaſon was loſt before their arrival, 


4 The duke to excuſe himſelf, and amuſe the Eugliſh, 
told them, that his 8 were very far adyanced 


by the ſecret intelligence he held with tlie cohſtable, 


who had agreed to ſurrender 8. Quintin to them, * 


Edward in this belief ordered a detachment to 
march and take poſſeſſion of the place : but the 


conſtable fired from the Town upon the Engliſh. 
The duke of Burgundy, who was himſ:If deceived 


by the conſtable, aſſured the king of ray 'that 
Vol. II. * end 


years ld; guardian of the realm in his abſence, with- 
out doubt to avoid the neceſſity of appointing any 
other to that dangerous truſt, He left with him for 

governors and counſellors ſuch of the nobility, whoſe 


cy, to the ; 


1 
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end that ſhould the war turn out favourable to the 
French king, he might plead, that he had not de- 
livered up the town till he found that he was not in 
aà condition to defend it. 

The king of England therefore appeared himſelf 
before S. Quintin, notwithſtanding which, the con- 
ſtable ordered the :gariſon to fire upon the Engliſh. 
Neither Edward nor the duke of Burgundy could 
tell what judgment to form of S8. PoPs conduct, who 
at the ſame time wrote to them, that what he had 
done was only to ſerve them the more effeQually, 
The Engliſh nevertheleſs began to miſtruſt their al- 
lies, when they ſaw that 8. Quintin was not ſurren- 
dered to them, and that the duke left them to ſet 
out for Barrois. 

Lewis XI. was all this while under the molt cruel 
anxiety : never had the Engliſh tranſported ſo fine 
an army into France; almoſt all the nobility of the 
kingdom were in Edward's camp; the duke of Bri- 
tany and the ducheſs of Savoy had acceded to the 
league. And, indeed, had the duke of Burgundy 
kept to his engagements, and not ſuffered himſelf 
to be blindly carried away by his deſire of taking 
vengeance on the duke of Lorain, France might 
have been brought to the brink of ruin. Lewis 
was not inſenſible of the danger of his ſituation; 

His natural diſtruſt rather magnified it, and threw 
him into the moſt violent perplexity imaginable, 
when a domeſtick belonging to John de Graſſay 
Was brought to him, He had been made priſoner 
by the Engliſh, and ſent back according to the 
_ uſage of thoſe times, when as appears, they always 
_ reſtored to his liberty the firſt captive of war they 
. 5 
This man came 1 to Compiegne, * : 
deſired to be introduced to the king. Lewis at firſt | 
. ſuſpeed. him for a ſpy, and charged ſome of thoſe 
that were about him, to inter him. He an- 
ſwered 


© #5 
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ſwered with ſo much openneſs and ſeeming ſinceri- 
ty, that the king at laſt conſented to ſee him. He 


told him, that upon being made priſoner, he was 


brought before the king of England ; that ſoon after 
they releaſed him, and that as he was coming away, 


the lords Howard and Stanley charged him to pre- 


ſent their moſt humble reſpeCts to his majeſty. The 
king then called to mind that Edward's herald had 


' adviſed him to addreſs himſelf to theſe two lords. 
He ordered Commines to be called, and told him, 
that he intended to ſend a herald to Edward's camp: 


But as he had none with him at that time in the 
army, it was neceſſary to cloath ſome one in a he- 
rald's ceat, and accordingly he named a ſervant be- 
longing to the lord des Halles, whom he had once 
before talked with, and found to be a man of ſenſe 
and judgment. Commines ſent for this man, gave 
him his inſtructions, made up a coat of arms for 
him with the banners of trumpets, and ſent him to 
the Engliſh camp, where he was conducted into Ed- 
ward's preſence by the lords Howard and Stanley. 
He told that monarch, that the king his maſter 


defired nothing ſo much as to live in friendſhip with 
him: That ſince his acceſſion to the crown he had 


never made war upon, or attempted any thing a- 
gainſt England ; and as for his having entertained 


the earl of Warwick in his kingdom, it was more 


in oppoſition to the duke of Burgundy, than out of 


any quarre] to him; that the duke by fomenting 


the war, aimed only at the gratification of his own 
hatred and ambition ; that this war could never be 
of any advantage to the king of England ; that the 
ſeaſon was far advanced; that the Engliſh would 
ſoon find themſelves under a neceſſity of repaſſing 
the ſea, or expoſing their country to a civil war; 
that it was for the benefit of both kings to live in 
peace; and that plenipotentiaries might be appoint- 
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ed, to meet ſomewhere between the two armies, 


and ſettle the articles. 
Edward already diſſatisfied with the duke of Bur- 


_gundy, liſtened favourably to the king's propoſals, 


which were backed by Howard and 
Auguſt. Stanley. He called a council of the chief 

nobility, laid before them the herald's 
commiſſion, and repreſented; that the army began 
to be in want of every thing; that it was in vain to 
wait for aſſiſtance from his allies; and that he 
thought it better to treat with the king of France, 
than expoſe himſelf to the danger of an expenſive 
war, from which he could reap no advantage. 

The council approved Edward's deſign ; plenipo- 
tentiaries were appointed on both ſides, and met at 
a village near Amiens. The king at the ſame time 
ſent the chancellor Doriole to Paris to raiſe the 
money which he foreſaw would be neceſſary to ſup- 
The articles 
were ſettled without much difficulty. Commines 

retends that the Engliſh at firſt demanded the re- 
Aitution of the whole kingdom, and afterwards con- 
Aned themſelves to Normandy and Guyenne : But 
we find nothing of this kind either in the propoſi- 
tions which Edward made to his council, or in the 
The copy 
of the treaty in Rymer's collection of the publick 
acts, and the inſtrument impowering the cardi- 
nal archbiſhop of canterbury Edward's uncle, and 


the duke of Clarence his brother, to ſign the treaty, 
mention, that Edward was ſatisfied with the ſum of 
ſixty thouſand crowns* ; that as ſoon as the ſaid 


3 Aa the account 15 given of the OS het Ed 


ward IV. and Lewis XI. differs in ſome particulars, as well 3 
as the manner of relating them from what we meet with in 
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fum was paid, he would return to England with his 
army, and that the lord Howard, and Sir John 
Cheney, maſter of the horſe, ſhould remain as hoſt- 
ages till the greateſt part of the army was arrived 
1 Þ in 
author, who cannot ſure be charged with partiality to 
England, in tranſactions between them and the French. 


In Edward's circumſtances, deſerted by his allies, the 


ſeaſon far ſpent, and in an enemy's country, without 


caſtles or friends, the king of France's, propoſals were very 


acceptable. Accordingly the herald was diſmiſſed with a 


preſent, and a ſafe · conduct for his maſter's: ambaſſadors. 
The ſame day, or the next, Edward called a council, at 
which were preſent all the lords in the army, to the num 


ber of eighteen. It was reſolved almoſt unanimouſly, 


that the lord Howard and three others ſhould confer with, 


the king of France's ambaſſadors, and a full power was 
given them to conclude a peace upon theſe terms: 1. That 


Lewis ſhould pay the king, within a fortnight, the ſum of 


ſeventy-five thouſand crowns, and from thence forward 
fifty thouſand. crowns yearly, at two payments, durin 

the hſe of the two kings. 2. That the king of France 
ſhould promiſe to. marry the dauphin his ſon to the king's 
eldeſt or ſecond daughter, and allow his daughter-in-law 
ſixty thouſand livres a year. Upon theſe two conditions, 
the ambaſſadors were impowered to promiſe in the king's 
name, that he would return into England with his troops, 
immediately after the receipt of the ſeventy-five thouſand 
crowns: To conclude a treaty of amity and alliance be- 
tween the two kings, with a promife of mutual aſſiſtance 


for ſeven years. 
The plenipotentiaries of the two kings meeting near 
Amiens, at almoſt an equal diſtance from the two armies, 
the treaty was concluded the 28th, or 29th of Auguſt, as 
Edward deſired, without any conſiderable alteration. 
Every thing being thus ſettled, ſeparate writings were 
drawn, on each particular article of the treaty. 
By the firſt, the two kings promiſed to decide all tkeir 


againſt their rebellious ſubjects; and laſtly, to ſign a truee 


differences by arbitrators, namely, the archbiſhop of can- 


terbury, and the duke of Clarence for the king of England, 
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in England. The truce was concluded for nine 
years: Edward named for conſervators his brothers 
the dukes of Clarence and Glouceſter, the chancel- 


lor, the keeper of the privy-ſeal, and the governors 


of the Cinque-ports, and Calais. The conſervators 


on the part of the king were; the fieur de Beaujeu, 


and the baſtard of Bourbon admiral of France. The 


king comprehended in the truce the emperor and 


electors of the empire, the kings of Caſtile, Leon, 
Scotland, Denmark, Jeruſalem, Sicily, and Hun- 


gary; the dukes of Milan, Savoy, and Lorain ; the 


biſhop of Metz, the ſtates and territories of Flo- 
rence, Bern, and their allies; the confederate body 


the 
and for the king of France, the archbiſhop of Lyons, and 


the earl of Dunois. Moreover, Edward engaged to quit 


the French territories, upon the receipt of the ſeventy-five 
thouſand crowns, without doing any damage, and to 
leave hoſtages for the performance of his word. 

The ſecond concerned the ſeven years truce, in which 


were included all the allies of both the kings, and expreſsly 


the dukes of Burgundy and Britany, if they defired it. 
'The third contained a mutual engagement of brotherly 

friendſhip between the two kings, and expreſs articles 

concerning the dauphin's marriage with Elizabeth daugh- 


ter of Edward. | | | 


The fourth was in form of letters patents, whereby 
Lewis promiſed to pay annually to Edward, during their 
lives, the ſum of fifty thouſand crowns. This the Engliſh 


authors call a tribute, though the letters patents expreſs 


not under what title this yearly penſion was to be paid. 
Some ſay, it was limited to nine years. But no other li- 
mitation appears than the lives of the two kings. 

Laftly, Edward promiſed to releaſe queen Margaret 
for a ranſom of fifty thouſand crowns, which the king of 
France was to pay for her, within five years. We tind 
in the collection of the publick acts, that Margaret, was 
accordingly releaſed the beginning of November this year, 
and Lewis XI. punctually paid the ſum promiſed, Ti- 
dal's Rapin, vol. I. p. 621. Oboe, | 
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the part of the king of England were comprehended 
the emperor, without any mention of the electors; 
all the king's above-named, as alſo the dukes of 
Burgundy and Britany, and the Hans-towns : No- 
other ſtates or princes are mentioned in the truce. 
The ſame day another treaty was ſigned, by which: 
the two kings bound themſelves mutually to affiſt each 
other againſt their rebellious ſubjects, and to grant 
one another a ſecure retreat, if either ſhould chance 
to be expelled his dominions ; it was likewiſe agreed, 


that within a year, or little more, a congreſs ſhould: 


be held, to aſcertain the value of money, in order 


to facilitate commerce between the two nations; 
that the dauphin of France ſhould eſpouſe the prin- 


ceſs Elizabeth, or Mary her younger ſiſter, if Eliza- 


beth ſhould die before the marriage; and that the 


nuptials ſhould be ſolemnized at the king's expence, 
who was to allow Elizabeth a ſettlement of ſixty- 
thouſand crowns a year, while ſhe continued in 


England, and cauſe her to be conducted into France 


at his own charge. 1 
By another inſtrument the king obliged himſelf 
to pay yearly, during his own life, and that of king 


Edward, the ſum of fifty thouſand crowns, with. 


ſecurity upon the bank of Medicis. In fine, by a 


fourth treaty Edward agreed to releaſe queen Mar- 


garet the daughter of the king of Sicily, who had 
been priſoner ever ſince the death of Henry VI. her. 
huſband F. ; 5 „ 


The 


* This laſt article was executed the beginning of the 


year following (on the 29th of January.) Sir Thomas 


Montgomery attended this princeſs into France, and pre- 
ſented a letter to the king, in which Henry renounced all 


title and claim to Margaret's moveables or effects, and 
Lewis on his fide diſclaimed all pretenſions to the crown of. 


England, or to any dower or ſettlement in right of the 
queen, Shortly after, Margaret transferred to the king 
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The Day on which theſe treaties were ſigned, 
the two kings had an interview at Pic- 
quigny, where a very large Bridge was 
raifed over the Somme. A kind of lodge was alſo 
made, extending the whole breadth of the bridge, 
and divided in the middle by a partition in the form 
of a grate or lattice, the holes of which were juſt 
large enough to admit a man's putting his hand 
through, For the king would not have a barrier 
that might ſhut and open, to prevent any ſuch mis- 
fortune as that which happened at Montereau-bridge, 
where John the fearleſs, duke of Burgundy, was flain. 

he king ſet out from Amiens with eight hundred 
men at arms, and arrived firſt at the place of inter- 
view. Immediately ſome were diſpatched to give 


Aug. 2. 


notice of it to the king of England, who came at- 


tended by part of his army. As he approached the 
barrier, he bowed almoſt to the ground, and unco- 


vered; the king of France returned the ſalutation; 


and then theſe two princes gave each other their 
hands. Edward made a ſecond bow lower than be- 


fore, and the king addreſſing him faid : Couſin, you 
are heartily welcome, there is no man living I have more 


defired to ſee, and thank heaven that we now meet in ſo 
Friendly a manner. 

'The king of England returned the net in 
French: After which, the biſhop of Ely his chan- 
cellor, produced the inſtruments and treaties lately 
drawn, and aſked the king, whether he had ſent 
theſe articles to the king of England, and whether 


be approved the treaties as now read? The king an- 


fwered, that he agreed to all. The Miſſal was then 


95 brought and opened, and both gu laid one hand 


upon 


| and his ſucceſſors, her daime upon Lorain, and all other 


ſucceſſions preſent and to come, as well on the ſide of her 
mother Iſabella of Lorain, as of her Father Rene king of 
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upon the book, and the other upon the croſs, and 


ſwore religiouſly to obſerve the truce. 

Alfter the oath, the king invited Edward to come 
to Paris, and told him with a pleaſant Air, that he 
would there ſee ſome very fine Women; and ſhould 
have the cardinal of Bourbon aſſigned him for a con- 
feſſor, whom he would not find inexorable to offen- 
ces of love and gallantry. After ſome diſcourſe to 
this purpoſe, the two kings ordered their attendants 
to withdraw. Commines alone was permitted to 
ſtay, becauſe he was known to the king of England. 
Lewis put the queſtion to Edward, how he was to 
behave, ſhould the duke of Burgundy refuſe to be 
comprehended in the truce. Edward replied, that 


he would offer it him again, and if he perſiſted in 
his refuſal, the king might treat him as he ſaw 
Lewis afterwards mentioned the duke of 


cauſe. | 
Britany ; but here Edward told him, that having 
never in his diſtreſs met with a more true and faith- 
ful friend, nothing ſhould induce him to abandon 


that prince. The king immediately changed the 


diſcourſe, and recalling thoſe whom he had ſent 


away, ſaluted all the king of England's attendants 
Both kings retired 


in the moſt obliging manner. 
much at a time from the barrier: Lewis returned to 
Amiens, and Edward to his army. 

The king, as he returned from the interview, 
told Commines, that he repented of having aſked 
the king of England to come to Paris. He is a 


handſome prince, added he, and a great admirer of the 


ladies ; perhaps he may meet with ſome at Paris, ſo a- 
greeable and charming, as to give him a deſire of make- 


He is a prince T ſhall like ts have 


for my friend and ally, but would ſee him as ſeldem as 
poſſible in France; *tis better to have the ſea between us. 
Ihe evening after the interview, Lewis ſent the 
king of England a preſent of three hundred waggon 
loads of wine, 


Great numbers of the Engliſh came 
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130 The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 
to Amiens, and the king invited ſome of them to 


ſup with him. Howard, thinking thereby'to make 


his court, told him in his ear, that if he liked it, 
he would find a way to bring the king his maſter 
to him to Paris. His majeſty pretended not to hear 
him, but after ſupper, lord Howard renewing the 
propoſal, the king, who was now under a neceſſity 
of taking notice of it, replied, that nothing could 
be more agreeable to him, than a viſit from the 
king of England, did not his expedition into Lux- 


embaurg againſt the duke of Burgundy, require his 


departure immediately. | 
The kind reception which the firft Engliſh met 
with at Amiens, ſoon drew prodigious numbers of 
them thither. The king on this occaſion, affected 
to behave in a manner very different from the duke 
of Burgundy, who would admit but few of the 
Engliſh into Peronne, tho* they were his ancient al- 
lies. Lewis, to give his new allies a proof of his 
confidence, and thereby the more effeQually recon - 
cile them, ordered the gates of Amiens to be thrown 
open to all the Engliſh, armed or unarmed, He 
ordered tables to be ſet on each fide of the ſtreet, 


furniſhed with a variety of difhes, and great plenty 
of wine; la Tremouille, 1 and ſeveral 
la Y £ 


other perſons of diſtinction, were placed at theſe ta- 
bles, to entertain all the Engliſh that came. They 
were liberally entertained in all the inns and public k 
houſes, and had nothing to pay; for ſo the king or- 
dered, who was himſelf at all the expence. For 
four days there was a perpetual concourſe of Engliſh, 
often to the number of nine thouſand at a time; in- 
ſomuch, that it was to be feared, they might make 
themſelves maſters of the town. The king was ad- 
veftiſed of the danger, and at firſt blamed this diſ- 
truſt ; but upon repeated advice ſent him, in order 
to prevent any ill conſequences, he commanded two 
or three hundred men at arms, to arm pee 

+ N N and 
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and came himſelf to the gate of the city, where he 
dined, and did ſeveral Engliſh. officers the honour 
of admitting them to dinner with him. 1 So 
Edward being informed of this diforder, ſent to 
deſire the king not to admit ſo great a number of 
Engliſh into the town. Lewis ſent him back word, 


that he cared not to do that himſelf ; but the king 


of England might, if he thought proper, ſend thither 


a body of archers, to take charge of the gate, and 
let in, or exclude whom they pleaſe 3. which Was 


accordingly done. V She. 
Lewis, to gain effectually fuch as were in greateſh 


credit with Edward, diſtributed large ſums of money 


among them, and gave penſions to the amount of ſix- 
teen thouſand crowns. Haſtings, lord chamberlain, 
had one of two thouſand crowns, for which he would 
never grant a receipt, pretending it was by no means 


proper, that his name ſhould ever be ſeen in the 


chamber of accounts. It would have been yet 
more to his honour not to have received the penſion z: 
but there are, it ſeems men, who look upon thoſe: 


actions only as diſhonourable, of which they can ba 


_ openly convicted. | 
This peace, however, was not univerſally reliſhed 


in the camp. The duke of Glouceſter, . Edward's: 
brother, exclaimed loudly againſt it, and refuſed to 


be prefent at the interview; but coming afterwards 


to pay his reſpets to the king, the preſents he re- 
ceived on that occaſion, made him change his lan- 
guage, and perhaps alſo his ſentiments. 1 
Bretailles, a gentleman of Gaſcony, who was in 
the king of England's ſervice, ſpoke with greater. 
freedom than any of the reſt, The army in general, 
charmed with the king's liberality and magnificence, 


had got hold of ſeveral prophecies, in which they 


fancied this peace foretold ; and as a diſpoſition to. 


believe prodigies, makes one at the ſame time very. 
apt to ſee them, many reports of this kind were fpread . 


ad road. 
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abroad in the camp. Bretailles openly made a jeſt 
of theſe, and told Commines, that the king of 
England would loſe more glory by this peace, than 
he bad gained in all the battles he had fought. How 
many may theſe be © ſaid Commines : Nine, anſwered 
Bretailles. And how many has he loft © Only one, ſaid 


the other, and that is this, which he has now loſt the 


opportunity of gaining m France. The king being in- 
fofmed of this converſation, ſent for Bretailles, made 
him dine at his own table, promiſed to take care of 
thoſe of his family that were ſettled in France, and 
preſented him with a thouſand crowns. Bretailles 
was then ready to own that every thing had been 
done for the beſt, V 
Lewis XI. could not conceal his joy upon ſeeing 
himſelf delivered from the Engliſh ; one day he was 
letting fall ſome jefts, upon the eaſe with which he 
had ſent them home; when ſuddenly turning his 
head, he perceived a merchant of Gaſcony that 
lived in 'England, and who might have overheard 
what he ſaid; he went up to him, and aſked what 
he wanted; the merchant begged a Paſſport for car- 
rying over into England ſome wines, in which he 
traded. The king granted his requeſt ; but to'pre- 


vent his returning to England, he gave him an m- 


ployment in France, and a thouſand livres to bring 
over his wife: And this penalty, ſays Commines, the 
ting impoſed upon himſelf, for the too great liberty of his 
tongue. 

But how advantageous foever the treaty lately 
concluded might be for France, Edward was far 


from being diſſatisfied with it; he had procured by 


this armament, what he chiefly wanted, I mean a 
large ſupply of money from the houſe of commons, 
who never granted extraordinary ſubſidies in thoſe 
days, except in caſe of a war with France. At all 
other times the kings were obliged 'to live upon 
their own revenues, for the civil lift was not then 
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known in England. Edward had wiſely brought 
over With him -ſeveral members of the houſe of 
commons; men of wealth and opulence, who had 
been accuſtomed to a life of eaſe, were unfit for the 


fatigues of war, and therefore likely ſoon to grow 


weary of a camp. Theſe readily came into the 


peace, and were therefore led by their own intereſt 


after their return, to juſtify it as advantageous to the 
nation. 


Such as might have been inclined to talk in 
a different ſtrain, were all gained over. 

The conſtable de S. Pol had uſed all his endeavours 
to croſs the peace. While the treaty between Lewis 
XI. and Edward was on foot, he ſent Lewis de Cre- 
ville to begin a negotiation. As Contay chanced 
to be then at court, Lewis was reſolved to have him 
preſent at the audience he was going to give Cre- 
ville, and ordered him to hide himſelf behind a 
ſkreen. Creville, who believed he ſpoke to the king 
only before Boushage, expreſſed himſelf in a manner 
very injurious to the duke of Burgundy. He ſaid 


that he was in the greateſt rage againſt Edward, 


and ſuffered himſelf to be tranſported by his paſſion 
even to a pitch of folly. The king pretending not- 


to hear, defired Creville to tell him it over again ; * 


who, imagining that he ſhould thereby pleaſe the 


king, enlarged upon the duke's follies, and acted 


them to the life, He afterwards entered upon the 
deſign of his commiſſion; but the king, who 
wanted only to give Contay an opportunity of hear « 


ing in what terms the conſtable and his creatures 


ſpoke of duke Charles, diſmiſſed Creville, and told 
him that he would ſend his brother, the conſtable, 
an account of his affairs. Contay was impatient to 
inform the duke, his maſter, of what had paſſed, and 
contributed not a little to ſpirit him up againſt S. Pol. 
Lewis having finiſhed his treaty with 
Edward, ſigned a prolongation of the 
truce with the king of Arxagon till the 


Sept. 4. 
firſt 
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firſt of July, 1476. Four days after he concluded 


a treaty, by which he bound himſelf to aſſiſt King 


Alphonſo of Portugal, as kings of Caſtile and Leon, 
againſt the king of Arragon, as ſoon as the Portu- 
gueze had driven Ferdinand king of Sicily out of 
Caſtile. The prolengation of the truce and this 
new treaty, were by no means conformable to ho- 
nour and'good faith. 1 

Edward ſoon after departed for England, accom- 
panied by the biſhop of Evreux, leaving lord How- 


ard and Sir John Cheny to remain eight days in the- 
King's hands as hoſtages. When they took their 
leave, they delivered up to the king all the letters of 


the conſtable to Edward; as alſo one, where he 


ſpoke in very diſreſpectful terms of that prince, as 
having ſuffered himſelf to be over-reached by the 


king of France, | 

Upon the concluſion of the truce and treaty with 
the Engliſh, the duke of Burgundy became ſenſible 
that it was his wiſeſt courſe to make up matters 


with the king. The two princes agreed upon a 
a _ truce of nine years, which was ſigned at 
Sept. 13. Soleure, a ſmall town near Luxembourg, 

Bs by the duke of Burgundy, and the ple- 
nipotentiaries of the king. It was articled, that, 


it 


* Commines pretends, that the duke of Burgundy 


having notice of the peace concluded between the French 


an Engliſh, ſet out immediately from Luxembourg, and 
came in mighty hafte to Edward; that he fell into a vio- 
lent paſſion with him, and told him, he had not invited 
the Engliſh over into France, out of any neceſſity he had 
of their aſſiſtance, but only to put them in a way of reco- 
vering what they had loſt, and to convince them he could 
ſubſiſt without them, ſwore he would conclude neither 
peace nor truce, till the king had Leen three months in 
England. If lit be indeed true, that the dake of Bur- 
gundy reproached Edward, it muſt have been by letters 
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if during the continuance of the truce, any city 
ſhould withdraw its allegiance from its true ſove- 
reign, and make an offer of itſelf on the other ſide, 
no encouragement ſhould be given; that particular 
care ſhould be taken of the ſecurity and freedom of 
huſbandry and commerce; that the duke ſhould re- 
ſtore to the king the fortreſſes of Beaulieu and Ver- 
vins, as ſoon as S. Quintin was ſurrendered into his 
hands ; and that the lands and ſeigniories depending 
on the county of Marle, ſhould remain under the 


obedience of the king. This treaty being properly 


nothing more than a renewal of that at Bouvines, 


the king conſented to reſtore all the towns. taken 


ſince. In this truce were included the ſame princes 


and ftates comprehended in that lately made with the 


Engliſh, excepting only Rene, duke of Lorain ; 


and the king alſo bound himſelf to afliſt the duke of 


Burgundy againſt the emperor, the city of Cologn, 
and their adherents. 


The duke of Burgundy delivered the ſame day to 


the king a writing, figned with his own hand, in 
which he declared Lewis of Luxembourg, conſtable. 
of France, a traitor and diſturber of the ſtate, pro- 
miſed never to receive him into favour, and to do 


his utmoſt to get him apprehended and brought to 


juſtice ; or if he did not ſee. juſtice executed upon 


4 him 
or deputies ; for it is certain theſe two princes ſaw not 
one another after the ſigning of the treaty. ES 

Commines is no leſs miſtaken in ſuppoſing, that the 
king went to Vervins to meet the duke of Burgundy's 
embaſſadors, and appointed the chancellor Doriole to con- 


fer with them. It is plain from the relation of John Bri- 


connet, that the king left Amiens the eighth of September, 


and that he was at Soiſſons when the truce of Soleure was 


ſigned. Beſides, the chancellor Doriole was then in Bri- 
tany. Commines was probably led into this error, by a 
conference, of which he takes no notice, that was held the 
year following at Noyon, where both Doriole and the 
chancellor of Burgundy were preſent. En 
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him himſelf within eight days after he was taken, 
he engaged to ſurrender him into the hands of the 
king. 

Although the duke of Britany was comprehended 
in all the treaties already made, the King was, not- 
withſtanding, reſolved to ſign a particular agree- 
ment with that prince, wherein he ſhould be bound 
by oath, and under pain of church-cen- 
03. 9. fures: By this treaty the king over- 

looking what was paſt, engaged to aſſiſt 
and ſupport the duke of Britany ; who, on his fide, 
was to aid and ſerve the king againſt all his enemies 
without exception; and from that time renounce 
all alliances and friendſhips to the prejudice of the 
crown, without being obliged, however, to march 
his troops out of his own duchy, The king, it is 
added, ſhall alſo maintain the duke in all his juſt 
rights, C21, and prerogatives, in like manner as 
he enjoyed them under the late king Charles VII. 
and if need be, ſhall employ all his forces in his de- 
fence. 


be reſtored to all their eſtates and honours, with 
exemption from all inqueſt and examination in re- 
gard to what is paſt. MM 

The king ſhall reſtore to the duke all the lands 
and ſeigniories of which he has diſpoſſeſſed him, and 
revokes all grants and alienations made of them to 
other. 1 3 
The king and duke ſhall give mutual intelligence 
to one another, of all the intrigues and ſchemess 
formed againſt them, and of all deſigns that may 
come to their knowledge, tending to the diſturbance # 
of the publick peace. They likewiſe promiſe each, 
upon their honour, and the faith of a prince, to ob- 
ſerve the ſaid treaty, and ratify it with an oath upon 
the croſs of 8. Lo, and the religks of 8. Herve, and 9 
.% Gildas. | 4 


The ſubjects and ſervants of either | prince, ſhall ® 


* The HisToRY of LEWIS XI. 137 
5 Wee ſee plainly, that in thoſe days, the ſolemnity 
= of an oath, was looked upon as a better ſecurity 

than the faith of princes; although it is but too evi- 


d dent that neither the one nor the other were much 


regarded by them. | 
— The king, after taking and receiving the oath, 
1d inſiſted upon the duke's renouncing every other alli- 


upon the greater weight to the remonſtrances of his em- 


* 


and 


. baſſadors, gave orders at the ſame time to la Tre- 
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138 De HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 
mouille, who was in Champagne, to advance to- 
wards Lorain with five hundred lances. 

The duke of Burgundy employed all the artifices 
he could think of to . the performance of his 
promiſe ; but finding that the conqueſt of Lorain. 
would be a very difficult work, if France oppoſed 
him in it, he ſent his commands to the lord d' Aim- 
eries, to deliver the conſtable into the hands of hu- 
gonet and. Imbercourt, Even in caſes where friend- 
ſhip is ſtrong enough to balance duty, it is yet ſel- 
dom a match for ambition or fear. Aimeries aban- 
doned his friend, and. ſurrendered him up to his two 
moſt inveterate enemies. 


Duke Charles was not without his fears, leſt the 1 


king, when maſter of the conſtable's perſon, ſhould 
catch at ſome pretence to aid thoſe of Lorain, He 


therefore inſiſted upon his declaring by way of inter- 
pretation of the articles of the truce, that the in- 
habitants of Nancy having granted a retreat to thoſe 


of Terette, and committed many hoſtilities in Bur- 
gundy, eould not claim the benefit of it. 


Wo, 12. The king ſacrificing his allies to a deſire 


of vengeance, gave letters patents, by * 
which he owned the juſtice of the duke's complaints 
againſt the people of Lorain, and abandoned them 
By other letters of the ſame date, * 


to his reſentment. 
the king gave him his choice, either of the confiſca- 
ted eſtates of the conſtable, or the free and undi- 


ſturbed poſſeſſion of the towns. he had taken, or 


ſhould hereafter take in. Lorain, 


The duke of Burgundy requeſted. a FLIER of ſome Y 
days, in hopes of making himſelf maſter of Nan 
before the term was expired, and thereby ſaving the 


conſtable: but the ſiege holding longer than he ex- 
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pected.; Hugonet and Imbercourt, yet more faithful 7 


to their reſentment than the duke's orders, conducted 
the conſtable to Peronne, and delivered him on the 


| day appointed to the admiral, and the Sieur de 8. 


Pierre, | 3 
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f ſtille, where the chancellor, the firſt pre- 
ſident Boulanger, Gaucourt governor of 


7 
% 


Paris, with feveral preſidents, mafters of requeſts, 


and counfellors, waited to receive him. 
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hours after the priſoner was delivered, a counter- 


order came from the duke, but it was then too late. 


The conſtable was carried to the Ba- 
Nov. 27. 


The ad- 


miral addrefling them, ſaid, I ſurrender into your 
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= hands Lewis de Luxembourg, count de S. Pol, conſtable 
e, France, to be tried by this court, touching the ſeveral 
charges and accuſations that are ſaid to lie againſi him, 
and receive judgment agreeable to what God, reaſon, 


Juſtice, and your own conſciences, ſhall dictate to be right. 
To this the chancellor made anſwer ; /ince it is the 
king*s will and pleaſure, to deliver the count de S. Pol, 
his conſtable, into the hands of this court, the ſovereign 


a S ſeat of juſtice in the kingdom, we fhall take account of 


Nr 
{ "T0 
1 
. 


the charges that are again/t him, examine him thereanent, 
and give ſuch deciſion as ſhall ſeem to us.agreeable to rea- 
fon and qe After this they all-retired, and the 


= conftable remained a priſoner, under cuſtody of 
2X Bloflet ſieur de S. Pierre. ge. 
| The conſtable's crime was proved in the cleareſt 
manner, ſuch of the late duke of Guyenne's officers, 
aas had paſſed into the fervice of his majeſty, diſcos» 
vered all they 
trigues with their maſter; the king of England had 


knew relating to the conſtable's in- 


delivered up all the letters ſent to him; the duke of 


q LO 


= Burgundy, in the firſt emotions of his rage, had fur- 


niſhed heavy articles againſt him; and the duke of 
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Bourbon had put into the king's hands a letter from 
the conſtable, inviting him to join in his treaſonable 
intrigues, 


The day after the priſoner's arrival, the chancel- 
> lor, the firſt prefident, and the governor of Paris, 
aſſiſted by nine counſellors, Denis Heſſelin, maſter 
Jof the king's houſhold, and Aubert le Viſte, coun- 
2 0» ! 5 ſellor 


139 
| Pierre, captain of the dauphin's guard. About three 
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ſellor and judge in chancery, went over to the baſtille 
in conſequence of an order of parliament. The 
chancellor demanded of the eonſtablæ, whether he 
_ Choſe to write down his depoſition himſelf, or di- 
Qate it to another in order to its being ſent to the 
king, or undergo an examination agreeable to the 
_ uſual forms. The conſtable asked time to conſider 
of it, and a little after noon declared, that he ſub- 
mitted to be examined according to the legal forms 
of trial; upon which they proceeded immediately to 
interrogate him. 
The conſtable declared, that when he was laſt at 
Mons, He or de P Eclufe told him, of the duke of Bur- 
gundy's having diſcovercd to him a defign he had formed 
againſt the king*s life, but without explaining the manner 
of it ; that ſeveral perſons had hinted to him the poſſibi- 
liiy of ſomething happen ing that might contribute to his de- 
kverance; and that having demanded of the bailiff of 
Hainault what this diſcourſe could mean, he received for 
anſwer, that the duke of Burgundy was to have an inten- 
view with the king at Etrees- au-Pont, near Guiſe, 
where ſomething might be tranſacted of the greateſt ade 
wantage to the duke. The conſtable added, that he un- 
derſtood it of taking or killing the king. 
The chancellor and commiffioners . 2 
him, whether Hector de VEcluſe had faid any thing 
particular to him about a deſign of taking or killing 
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the king. He anſwered, No : but that having ſent | 
£9 le Comte his bathff in Cambreſis to the duke 

urgundy, one of that prince 's ſecretaries told le Comte, 
that it was in the conſtable's power to give the finiſhing | 


ſtroke to their deſigns, by killing or taking the king at the 
projected interview ; that le Comte anſwering he would 
propoſe the thing to his maſter ; the duke drawing near 
him, aſred, whether he perfectly underſtood his ſecreta- 
% meaning. The conſtable added, that being after- 
wards at Valenciennes, the duke had expreſſed himſelf in 


4 manner /o 8 with regard 1% yo" king, that he 
<reates 
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entreated him to change the diſcourſe; at which the auke 


appeared highly offended. He ſaid, further, that he had 


been often urged to endeavour at an interview between 
the king and the duke, but always gave for anſwer, 
that he would ſooner die, than do what was required of 
him. | 7 
The conſtable underwent four ſeveral examina- 


tions at different times; after which the minutes of 
his trial were read in parliament before a full aſſem- 
bly of all the chambers. It was then reſolved to 
proceed to judgment againſt him; and as ſeveral 


obſcure articles were found in his confeſſion, the 


chancellor and commiſſioners were ordered to inter- 


rogate him once more, and digeſt his confeſſion in 
writing, which was thereupon to be of the ſame 
force, as if made in preſence of the whole parlia- 
ment. Accordingly the chancellor and commiſſioners 
went to interrogate the conſtable a- new, who an- 


ſwered, that he had already made full confeſſion of 


all he knew. 
Next day all the chambers aſſembled, the con- 
ſtable's laſt confeſſion was read, and it was reſolved 


to proceed immediately to judgment. On Tueſday 


the nineteenth of December, Bloſſet went to fetch 
him from the Baſtille, and brought him into the 
hall of the chamber of criminals : there the chan- 
cellor riſing up and addrefling him, ſaid ; M. de S. 
Pol, you have always paſſed for one of the braveſt and 
moſt undaunted lords of the kingdom, and muſt not for- 


feit that character to day, when you ſtand in greater 


need than ever of all your courage and firmneſs, He 
then required him to deliver up the collar of the 
king's order, and the conſtable's ſword. S. Pol 
ſurrendered the collar after kifling it; as for the 
conſtable's ſword; he told them that had been taken 
from him when he was arreſted. Upon this, the 


. preſident de Popincourt entered, and read the decree 


ef parliament, which declared him attainted and 
0 convicted 
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142 The HisToky T LEWIS XI. = 
convicted of high treaſon, and condemned him to 
be beheaded the ſame day before the town-houſe. 
The conſtable, after hearing the decree read, ſaid; 
God be praiſed, it is a pretty hard ſentence ; pray God | 
he may not withdraw his preſence from me this day. 9 

A great ſoul diſcovers itſelf, not ſo much by a ſa- *® 
vage boldneſs, as a certain undiſturbed air of tran- 
quillity. S. Pol ſhewed not the leaſt alteration of 
countenance ; he acknowledged his crime, received 
his ſentence without murmuring, and felt no con- 
cern but that ariſing from remorſe. Four clergy- 
men were aſſigned him to prepare him for death; 
the penitentiary, the rector of 8. Andres-des-Arcs, 
a cordelier, and an Auguſtin friar. After confeſ- * 
fion, he deſired the communion, which was refuſed 
him. Maſs was ſaid before him, he was made to 
kiſs the ſacred Veſſels, and received ſome conſecrated _ ® 
bread. About two of the clock he was brought to 
the town-houſe, where he dictated his will to Heſ- 
| ſelin. Before he aſcended the ſcaffold, he told the 
cordelier, that he had ſixty crowns of gold about 
him, which he wanted to diftribute among the 
poor; the cordelier anſwered, that it would be a 
more real charity to give it for the ſupport of his 
convent ; the Auguſtin demanded part of the mo- 

ney for the ſame purpoſe ; and the conſtable, di- 
ſturbed at ſo indecent and ill-timed a diſpute, di- 
vided the whole among the four doctors, and told 

them to diſpoſe of it as they ſhould judge proper. 
He then went upon a large ſcaffold joining to the 
town-houſe, where were the chancellor, and other 
of the king's officers, and from thence upon a ſmal- 
ler one, covered with black, He fell upon his 
knees, with his face towards the church of Notre- 
dame, and continued for ſome time in prayer; then 

_ riſing, bowed to the chancellor and the people that 

flocked to the place in crowds, begged their prayers, 

adjuſted with his foot the cuſhion prepared for him 
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Burgundy of all the conſtables moveables. 
like a Price let upon the blood of an unhappy crimi- 
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to kneel upon, ordered his eyes to be tied up, and 
had his head ſevered from his body at one ſtroke. 
The executioner afterwards plunged it into a pail of 


water to waſh away the blood, and then ſhewed it 


to the people. 

Such was the end of Lewis de Luxembourg, con- 
ſtable of France, deſcended from an imperial houſe, 
the king's brother-in-law, and Edward the IV'ths 
uncle. 


able commander, more ambitious than wiſe, and 


juſtly drew on himſelf his tragical fate, by his ingra- 


titude and perfidy. His head and body were put in 


a coffin, and carried that fame evening to the con- 
vent of the .cordeliers. 


When the execution was over, the chancellor ſent 
for the four doctors, to learn whether the conſtable 


had diſcovered any thing to them, after the reading 
of his ſentence. 


them ſixty crowns of gold, to diſpoſe of in alms, a 


ring to put upon the finger of the Holy Virgin, and 


a ſtone which he uſually wore at his neck, as a pre- 


ſervative againſt poiſon, and which he had deſired 
them to ſend to his ſon. 


The chancellor made a re- 
port of this to the king, who permitted them to diſ- 


poſe of the money and ring agreeable to the conſta- 


ble's deſire; but kept the ſtone ſuppoſed to be a 


charm againſt poiſon. 


Little or no enquiry was made after his 4 accom- 
plices. Lewis XI. ſeldom proſecuted thoſe whoſe 


repentance might be of more ſervice to the ſtate than 


their puniſhment. He commonly ſtruck at the 
leaders in treaſon, and was for making diſtinguiſhed 
examples ; perſuaded as he was, that the wok 


to that of a lower claſs. There is ſomething, how- 
ever, indecent in the ceſſion made to the duke of 


nal, 
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He was powerful by his large poſſeſſions, an 


They told him, that he had given 


noble 
blood, when criminal, ought to be ſhed preferably 
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nal, who inſtead of being ſacrificed to juſtice and 
the publick tranquillity, ſeems the victim of ven- 
geance, ambition, and avarice, *Tis thus that 
princes, by ſuffering paſſion to have a ſhare in their 
determinations, often deſtroy the merit of the juſteſt 
actions. 3 
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1 1476. ITHERTO the duke of Bur- 
1 Eaſter, gundy's life has been a conti- 
N 4. nued train of battles, or rather 
of raſh headſtrong attempts, followed 
ſometimes with ſucceſs, which ſerved only to puſi 
him towards the precipice, down which he is going 
to be hurried. Heaven ſometimes pours down ven- 
geance upon princes in full meaſure; and God in 
puniſhing their crimes, diſcharges the whole weight 
of his indignation with viſible marks of reſentment; * 
making them examples of his juſtice to thoſe very # 
nations, among whom they ought to have ſhone out 
patterns of virtue. 4 
'The duke of Burgundy, whoſe reſtleſs diſpoſition 
and ſavage valour were ever furniſhing him wit! 
motives to war, turned his arms againſt the Swit- 
Zers, under pretence of their having promoted the 
revolt in F erette, and committed ſome hoſtilities in 4 
1 the territories of the count de Romont his ally.“ 
lh ih | Never was a war fo fatal in its conſequences, under 
1 taken upon flighter grounds. The quarrel aroſe 
upon occaſion of a cart. load of ſheep-ſkins belonging 
to a merchant of Switzerland, which the count «ld 
Romon: had cauſed to be ſeized in conſideration of 
| ſome claims he had upon him. The king, at leaſt, 


in appearance, did all! in his power to prevent the 
Wan, 4 
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war. The Switzers, on their ſide, left no means 
untried to ſoften the duke, and bring him to reaſon. 


They offered to make reſtitution of whatever had 


been taken from the count de Romont, to renounce 
all alliances contrary to his intereſt, even that with 
France, and to ſerve him againſt the king with a 
body of fix thouſand men. 


Switzerland, and that the very bridles of his army 


was worth more than their whole country. But 
neither the ſubmiſſion of the Switzers, nor the ad - 
vice of his wiſeſt officers, could make any impreſ- 


ſion on the duke's ambition. The taking of Nancy 
and ſome other ſlight advantages gained upon his 
firſt entering Switzerland, made him believe that 
all muſt receive law from him. 


palit ies around him, and formed the project of car- 
rying his victorious arms into Italy. 
The duke laying ſiege to Granſon, took it, and 


obliged the gariſon, which conſiſted of five hundred 


men, to ſurrender at diſcretion. Some hiſtorians 
pretend that there was a capitulation, by which the 
Switzers were to march out ſafe and unhurt: but 
the duke, no leſs barbarous than perfidious, delivered 


them into the hands of his camp- marſhal, who or- 
dered four hundred of them to be hanged upon Trees, 


and the remaining hundred to be drowned. 


The Switzers, who had armed in great haſte, - 
were advancing to ſuccour Granſon, when they re- 
ceived accounts of that town's being taken: pro- 


bably they would not have dare] to continue their 


march farther, but the duke himſelf approached 
with his army to meet them. Nay, he committed 


{till a greater fault upon this occaſion; for, inſtead 
of keeping the plain where victory muſt unavoidably 
have declared for him, he reſolved, contrary to the 
opinion of all his officers, to enter the defiles by 
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They repreſented that 
he could draw no advantage from the conqueſt of 


Already he had 


conquered in imagination, all the ſtates and princi- 
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which the enemy was to advance. Accordingly, 
he put himſelf at the head of a ſele& body of horſe, 
and charged their firft battalions. The Switzers 
ſtood firm; and the duke, who had engaged raſhly, 


not being ſupported, was obliged to retire in order | 


to rally his men, and give the reft of the army time 
to come up, The Switzers took advantage of this 
diforder, and preſſed him with ſo much vigour, that 


his firſt line was totally routed. Upon this, the 


terror became general; for the front-ranks being 


driven back upon thoſe that ſtood next them, and 
they again upon the others that followed in order, 


the whole army was diffipated and broken, and the 
duke himſelf ſo intrepid on all occaſions, fled as far 
as Nonroy. His fool, nicknamed ie Glorieux, who 
had often heard him ſpeak of the valour of Hannibal, 
cried out as they fled, here we run, Str, like true 


FHannibals, The loſs however was not ſo great as 


the fright : but all the baggage, the tents, proviſions, 
artillery, and the duke's rich furniture, which he 


had brought with him to make a diſplay of his 

grandeur and wealth to foreigners, fell into the 
enemy's hands, The Switzers ſo little underſtood '. 
the value of the rich booty they were poſſeſſed of, 
that they ſold the filver-plate for a trifle, ſuppoſing 
it to be pewter. Nor did they make a better hand 


of his jewels. One of them who found “ the duke's 


fineſt diamond, gave it away for a florin, The 
conquerors retook Granſon and ſome other fortreſſes, 
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which the duke had made himſelf maſter of before 1 


the battle, and taking down the bodies of their 


companions, hung up as many Burgundians in their 
ſtead. 5 | 


The king was not able to diſſemble his joy upon 3 


hearing of the duke of Burgundy's defeat. He had 


It is now the ſecond diamond of the French crown, 1 


Known by the name of Sancy, 
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in the beginning of this year propoſed a very fingular 
caſe of conſcience, namely, whether he could, without 
offence ts God and his own conſcience, permit, ſuffer, or 
tolerate, any princes, potentates, or flates, who either 


had or might have cauſe of quarrel with the duke of Bur- 


gundy, to make war upon and diſtreſs him. 


A prince who after treaties ſworn to and confirmed, 


propoſes doubts of this kind, ſeems leſs inclined to 
diflolve real ſcruples and remorſes, than to ſeck a pre- 
text of impoſing upon his people. The anſwer 


given upon this occaſion was, that conſidering what 
had been the conſtant tenor of the duke of Burgundy's con- 
duct, both towards the king and kingdom, his majeſty 


might not only leave other princes at liberty to act as they 


ſaw cauſe, but even intimate to them, that in caſe of a 
var with the duke of Burgundy, they had no reſentment 
or oppoſetion ts fear from him; he was however, upon no 


account, to ſollicite them ta a war, or aſſiſt them in it. 

What an idea does this give of the faith of prin- 
ces! with what indignation ought we to regard the 
meanneſs of thoſe who are capable of ſuggeſting ſuch 


low ſubterfuges, more criminal and ungenerous than 
an open rupture. 5 . 


Lewis XI. having now nothing to fear from the 
duke of Burgundy, began to think of his other ene- 


mies, leſs powerful indeed, but not leſs dangerous. 
He was fully apprized of king Rene's having for 
ſome time paſt held intelligence with the enemies of 
| the ſtate, and by his Inſtigations, prevailed upon 
Charles, duke of Calabria, his nephew, and the 
ſon of the count du Maine, to join in the conſtable's 


intrigues. 


be ſorry to find the king of Naples his uncle guilty 


of the crimes laid to his charge; but as the intereſt 
of the ſtate ought to take place of every other conſi- 


crown, Fl 
| upon the meaſures neceſſary to ſecure the publick 


deration, he willed the court to come to a reſolution 


* tranquillity, 


_— 1 by * pe. uf 20 — > a - - > i = 
88 . 8 — — 22 = 
4. r — SES CAFE ; —_— 

— 8 5 A a — To 
= : — p 


The king wrote to the parliament, that he ſhould 


Als * - — —— 2—̈U—ÿ 
GP 3 5 j 
— — . —— — + SS — — 
* 2 
* — by 


might proceed accordingly, 
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tranquillity, deſiring them at the ſame time, to ſend 


the reſult of their deliberations to him, that he 
The parliament made 
anſwer, that after mature debate, the court was of 


opinion, his majeſty might juſtly proceed againſt the 


king of Naples, by ſeizing his perſon: However, in 


conſideration of his great age, of his being a prince 


of the blood, and that they knew the king to be averſe 
to the rigorous method of impriſonment, they only 
propoſed, that he might be ſummoned to appear in 
perſon before his ſovereign, or a court of peers, de- 
puted and choſen by him for that purpoſe, under 


pain of baniſhment, and confiſcation of body and 


eſtates. Renẽ, inſtead of obeying the ſummons, re- 


ſolved to throw himſelf upon the duke of Burgundy, 
and make him his heir. The affair was even very 


far advanced: A ſon of the prince of Orange was 
gone into Piedmont, with twenty thouſand crowns, 
to raiſe troops, to take poſſeſſion of Provence. But 
the battle of Granſon, by changing the face of 
affairs, obliged alſo the king of Naples to change his 


meaſures. The duke of Burgundy's officers, who | 7 
were in Piedmont, took to flight; and ſome natives 
of Provence, who had the management of the in- |? 
trigue, being ſeized, diſcovered all. The king then! 


perceived the danger he was threatened with, had 
the duke of Burgundy-vanquiſhed the Switzers ; for 


the houſes of Anjou and Savoy, and the duke of 
Milan, were ready to have attacked France on every þ* 
fide. But this defeat of duke Charles, made all his 


friends fall off from him,and fear urged them to court 


the king's friendſhip. Reneſent the duke of Calabria 
to him, to repreſent the concern he was under, for! 
having loſt his favour, and to entreat him to put an! 
end to the ſcandal occaſioned by the proceeding 
againſt a prince of the blood, who defired nothing ſo 


much as to finiſh his days in peace. : 


IS IO 
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The king, who never cared to come to extremi- 
ties, where there was any hope of ſucceeding in the 
way of negotiation, diſpatched ambaſſadors to king 
René. This prince received them at Arles, and 
there delivered into their hands an obligation, 
whereby he engaged, upon the honour and faith of 
a king, to hold no intelligence, league, or alliance 
with the duke of Burgundy, or any other enemy o 


France; and never to be acceſſary to the ſurrender- 


ing of Provence into their hands. Rene ſome time 
after made the king a viſit at Lyons, and brought 
with him Coſſa, ſeneſchal of Provence, a man in- 
violably attached to the intereſt of his maſter, and 
who perfectly underſtood the Art of ſuiting himſelf 


to times, perſons, and conjunctures. In his firſt 


conference with the king, inſtead of vainly diſputing 
about facts, or amuſing him with idle excuſes, 
which, for the moſt part, ſerve only to inflame and 
aggravate matters: F the king, my maſter, and your 
uncle, ( ſays he to Lewis AI.) has offered to make the 
duke of Burgundy his heir, it was by the advice of his 
beſt friends, and particularly mine. You who were his 


nephew had behaved mjuriouſly and unhandſomely to him, 


in depriving him of his rightful poſſeſſions. Ide therefore 
promoted this treaty with the duke of Burgundy, that 
your majeſty hearing of it, might be induced to do us 
Juſtice, and to call to mind, that the king my maſter, is 


your uncle; but we never intended to bring the treaty t“ 


@ concluſion, The king was pleaſed with Coſſa's 


freedom, and treated René the more favourably 


Dr. | 


Accordingly, it was agreed to revoke the ſeizure 
made of the duchy of Anjou, upon condition, that 


the governor ſhould ſtill be named by the king, and 


take an oath of fidelity to him. In conſequence of 


which, Rene put into the king's hands a patent, 


conſtituting a governor, with a blank for the name; 
and Lewis, pleaſed with this inftance of ſubmiſſion, 
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made further reſtitution of the duchy of Bar, and 
all the lands holding of the county of Champagne. 
The ſcandalous chronicle ſays, that about this time, 
the king of Sictly appointed, that after his death, the 
county of Provence ſhould revert in full property to the 
king, and be united to the crown ; and that the queen of 
England, who was Fare ν‘s priſoner, was upon this 
ore: een 400% ranſomed ſo the ſum of fifty thruſand crowns 
in gold, in confederation of which, the ſaid queen of 
2 ngland yielded and made over io the king, all her claims 
and demands upon the aforeſaid county of Provence. 
But in this, the author is miſtaken. Queen Mar- 
garet was releaſed in the month of November, and 
had ſigned this deed of reſignation of the ſeventh of 
March, two months before the treaty concluded be- 
tween Lewis XI. and king Rene, 
The good underſtanding re-eſtabliſhed between the 
king and the houſe of Anjou, did not ſuſpend the 
proceedings againſt the marſhal Rouault, ara had 
been taken into cuſtody, upon an accuſation of the 
conſtable de S. Pol, charging him with being too 
ſtrictly engaged to the houſe of Anjou. The ſen- 
tence given againſt him at Tours by the council, 
makes no mention of theſe engagements; But it ac 
cuſes him of having given in falſe muſter-rolls, and com- 
mitted divers exactions, for which he is condemned in a 
fine of twenty thouſand livres, deprived of all his empliy- 
ments, and baniſhed the realm. The article relating 
to his baniſhment did not take place: He died in 
about two years after. 
Mean time, Rene, duke of Tanin defirous to 
take advantage of the blow which the duke of Bur- 
gundy had received before Granſon, waited on the 
king at Lyons, and earneſtly ſollicited ſuccours. 
Lewis, as he durſt not openly violate the truce, ſo 
was he loth to abandon a prince with whom he had 
entered into engagements before the treaty of Soleure. 
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the quarrel, but ſecretly to favour as much as he 
could, the duke of Burgundy's enemies. He con- 


tented himſelf therefore with giving duke Rene a 
ſmall ſum of money, and a guard of four hundred 


lances, to conduct him as far as Sarbourg. The 
lords Naſſau, Biſche, Feneſtrange, Richebourg, and 


ſeveral gentlemen of Diſtinction joined him, and at- 
| tended him as far as Straſbourg, where the Switzers 
ſent deputies to him to offer him the command of 


their army. 


The duke of Burgundy was ſo mortified at the 

| loſs of the battle of Granſon, that he fell into a 
deep melancholy, which very much altered his 
health. When he gave orders, it was with an air of 
diiſſtraction and fury, that made him terrible to all 


who approached him. The duke and ducheſs of Sa- 
voy came to ſee him at Lauſanne, where he was ill, 
expreſſed great concern at his misfortune, and fur- 
niſhed him all the ſuccours in their power. Charles, 
wholly taken up with thoughts of vengeance, was 


drawing together troops from all parts, and ſoon had 
an army on foot, more numerous than before the 


battle of Granſon, with which he marched in order 


to lay ſiege to Morat, a town ſituated on the lake 
of that name. | 


The Switzers had taken care to fortify it well. 


The duke was fifteen days before it, and gave three 


ſeveral aſſaults, but was always repulſed with loſs, 


Hearing that the Switzers and their allies, to the 
number of about thirty thouſand foot, and four 


thouſand horſe, were upon their march, he reſolved 


to take account of their forces in perſon, and ad- 


vanced with his army to meet them. It was in 
vain, that ſome of his moſt experienced officers ad- 
viſed him to raiſe the ſiege, and wait for the enemy 


In the plain, where his cavalry, ſuperior in number 


to theirs, would have a great advantage over them. 


Rage hindered him from viewing things in a juſt 
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light, and preſumption ſhut his ears againſt good 
counſel, For he was no ſooner within ſight of the 
allies, commanded by the duke of Lorain, but he 
: grew impatient for a battle, which he 
June 22, was obliged to put off till the next day, 
much againſt his will, by reaſon of a 
violent fall of rain. Mean time, part of the Swiſs 
infantry took poſt behind a hedge, where the ene- 
my's cavalry could not penetrate. The duke of 
Burgundy ordered a body of Franc-archers to attack 
them ; but being repulſed with great vigour, and 
not receiving any aſſiſtance from the horſe, they 
_ endeavoured to retreat in good order. Whereon the 
Switzers falling upon them with great fury, entirely 
broke them, and made a dreadful laughter. At 
the ſame time the beſieged made a vigorous fally : 
Galiot de Genouillic a brave and experienced offi- 
cer, whoſe advice the duke had lighted, ſuſtained 
for ſome time with two hundred lances the efforts 
of the gariſon ; but being at length overpowered by 
numbers, the whole Burgundian army was put to 
rout. This battle, in the giving of which the duke 
acted no leſs imprudently than at Granſon, was in 
like manner loft by a repitition of the ſame faults. 
_ Hiſtorians ſpeak differently of the number of the ſlain, 
which they raiſe from eight to twenty thouſand. So 
far is certain, that the loſs was very conſiderable, 
and in particular there fell many officers of diſtinc- 
tion, as Antony of Luxembourg, count de Marle, 
du Mas, Grimbergh, Roſembois, Mailli, Montagu, 
Bournonville, beſides a great number of others. 
The run-aways who endeavoured to retire to Lau- 
ſanne, were ſurrounded and cut in pieces by the 
count de Gruiere : Some companies who were upon 
their march from Italy, to join the army of duke 
Charles, were fallen upon by the peafants and maſ- 
ſacred : The Paix des Vaux, and all the country 
round Geneva were ſacked. The duke fled to cn 
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but not thinking himſelf ſafe there, paſſed the 


mountains, and retired to S. Claud. The duke of 


Lorain diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a particular manner 
in this battle. The Switzers were ſo fully convinced 
that they were indebted to him for the victory, that 
they reſigned to him the ammunition, artillery, and 
in general, all that was found in the camp of the 
vanquiſhed. Fo 

The duke of Burgundy was at firſt under fome 
apprehenſion, that the king would take advantage 


of the preſent conjuncture, and break the truce. 
By this it appears how little he underſtood the genius 
of Lewis XI. who ſeeing the duke haſtening to his 

ruin, took care not to give him any diſturbance 


which might oblige him to change his meaſures. 


The conduct he obſerved on this occaſion, proved 


much more prejudicial to the duke's af- 
fairs; he wrote to Dammartin, to hold June 24. 


himſelf always in readineſs, yet without 


for the preſent undertaking any thing ; and at the 
ſame time laboured underhand to corrupt the duke's 


principal officers. He found Campobaſſo very ready 


to enter into his deſigns. It is generally ſuppoſed, 


that this unhappy man's hatred to his maſter, pro- 


ceeded from a box on the ear, the duke once gave 


him; but it is probable, that avarice had the great- 
eſt ſhare in it. For having the command of the 


Italian troops, and the diſtribution of their pay, he 
drew great advantages from it. He was greatly 
diſguſted at the duke's difbanding ſome Italian com- 


panies of ordinance, and reducing his own to two 


hundred men, and puſhed his reſentment ſo far, as 
to leave the court of Burgundy, and retire into Bri- 
tany. The king thought this a proper time to make 
propoſals to Campobaſſo; who not only conſented 
to abandon the duke, but even to deliver him into 


his Hands, or kill him. Lewis abhorring the per- 
dy, gave the duke information of it, who imagin- 
: — H 5 5 1 


WI WE” Are Wes P 


A 


n 
Rr 


— — — 


=. 


— 


oY 
. 
ww Y - 


- 8 C4 
On; pr 
n ; 
ET »/ 7 


IT; Se 


8 
CR AT? 


* - no 


% - . 
—ͤ—ũ—6äͥ— > IS — — — 
w — — 


8 
eee 


N L — 
2 1 > 4.7 
4 4 

YO RT. ar 


'S. * 
—_ 


1 
——— . ,,,, 


* — — I r — Xx 82 — — —— 3 z ů —— —— — — oh 
— — . — DAISS N w 2 ——— — = = og I - — 2 — — — ———— —— * - 
— —— . — 8 52 — 2 * —— : —— *. ; TOE - 
— — — — —— — 7 —— . - * OT = — — 
< 1 422 — — . — "mf = "% * PA's — — — — 8 22 
— rear) — Þ : = — MK ID a ; 2 3 
* TE , * * — CEPT” = = DG. — 75 — 2 > Ba 
: — — AT . A. 5 . 2 * — — ts — — 2255 2 —— 2 
RR IE oo ER ˙ 0 OO IIS 7 — "II 2 
.. ˙— CR — . — = 


3 

- 2 RE 
= 
——__— — 


154 The HisroRY NF LEWIS XI. 
ing it was only done with deſign to create in him 4 
diſtruſt of his officers, began to have the greater 


=" 
o 


confidence in Campobaſſo, and immediately recalled 


him. | kj | 
As ſoon as the king faw the duke of Burgundy 
engaged in a war with the Switzers, he came to 
Lyons, where he ſpent ſeveral months, in order to 
be at hand to take advantage of all events. The 


| battles of Granſon and Morat, ſoon convinced him, 
that he could not more effeQually ruin the duke of 


Burgundy, than by abandoning him to the dictates 
of his own fury, imprudence and preſumption. . He 


therefore returned to Pleflis-les- Tours ; but before he 


ſet out, thought ft to put a ſtop to the encroach- 


ments of the cardinal de la Rovere, ſtiled by hiſto- 
rians the cardinal of S. Peter ad Vincula. He was 


nephew of pope Sixtus IV. and legate of Avignon. 
Being a man of a violent and enterprizing temper, 
he generally made one forward attempt the founda- 
tion for another, and aimed at extending his lega- 
tion into the archbiſhoprick of Lyons. The king 
appointed commiſſioners to examine into the bulls, 


briefs, reſcripts, and in general all the diſpatches 


from Rome, with orders to ſuppreſs ſuch as ſhould 


be found contrary to the rights of the Gallican 
church. He even ſummoned the pope to fulfil the 
canon of the council of Conſtance, enjoining, that 
a general council ſhould be held every five years, 


threatening in caſe of refuſal, to call a national one 
in France; and the more effectually to intimidate 
the court of Rome, ordered ſome troops to enter the 


Comtat. The legate, now as ſubmiſſive as he had 
before been arrogant, came in a ſuppliant manner 


to the king; who treating him at firſt with great 


_ diſtance, in order to make him ſenſible of his duty, 
and the reſpect he owed his prince, was at laſt indu- 


ced to pardon him, and entruſt him with the ma- 


nagement of the affairs of Frande at the court of 
Rome. , "Phe - 
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The duke of Burgundy was become ſo infatuated, 
that every ſtep he took, puſhed him on to his ruin, 


making him loſe his allies and beſt friends, The 


ducheſs of Savoy coming to viſit him, in order to 
comfort him under his diſaſter, as ſhe had before 
done on a like occaſion, paſſed four days with him. 
The duke, whoſe head was then full of ſuſpicions 
and gloomy ideas, conſidering the alliance of this 


princeſs as the firſt cauſe of all his misfortunes, gave 
orders to Olivier de la Marche, to apprehend her, 
with the princes her ſons, as ſhe was returning to 


her own dominions. La Marche placed himſelf in 
ambuſcade near Geneva, ſurrounded the ducheſs 

with all her train, and carried her off, As the night 
was extremely dark, ſome of her moſt faithful do- 


meſticks found means to eſcape with the young duke. 


La Marche took the ducheſs up behind him, and 
committing her ſecond ſon and two daughters to 
ſome of the moſt truſty of his followers, brought 
them all to S. Claud. D 

that the young duke of Savoy had eſcaped, was 
minded to put Ia Marche to death, and ordered the 
ducheſs to be conducted to the caſtie of Rouvre near 
Dijon. 


As ſoon as Lewis XI. was informed: that the 


ducheſs of Savoy was retained by the duke of Burgune 
dy as a priſoner, forgetting all ſubjects of complaint 


againſt her, he began to conſider her with the af- 


fection and tenderneſs of a brother. That prin- 
ceſs had ill conſulted her affairs, in entering into an 
alliance with duke Charles, In reality had he beaten 


the Switzers, Savoy became a neceſſary appendage 
to his conqueſts, and muſt have been ſeized as al- 


fording a convenient inlet to Italy; for this prince 


thought it reaſon enough to lay claim to any coun- 


try, that it was commodiouſly ſituated for him, Ou 
The other hand, the Switzers being victorious, the 


ducheſs had every thing to tear from. them, after 
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having openly declared herſelf their enemy ; but the 


king's goodneſs diſengaged her from theſe embar- 
raſſments. 


The ſtates of Savoy ſeeing how much they ſtood 


in need of the king's protection, deputed the count 


of Breſſe, and the biſhop of Geneva, both uncles of 


the young duke, to wait upon him. Lewis, who 
was perfectly acquainted with the ambition and reſt- 
leſs character of theſe two princes, did not think 


proper to truſt his nephew in their hands. He there- 


fore transferred that charge to Philbert de Grolee, 


gave the government of Piedmont to the count of 
Breſſe, that of Savoy to the biſhop of Geneva, and 


committed the defence of Montmellian to Miolans, 
who took an oath not to ſurrender the city or caſtle 
into any hands but thoſe of his majeſty. The king 
having thus provided for the ſecurity of Savoy, began 
next to think of reſcuing his ſiſter. He gave a com- 
miſſion for that purpoſe to Chaumont d' Amboiſe, 
who acquitted himſelf of it with great prudence, and 
brought the ducheſs to Tours. The king went thi- 


ther to meet her, and ſaid in firſt accoſting her: 
Madam of Burgundy, you're heartily welcome, The 

ducheſs anſwered, that ſhe was no Burgundian, but 
.@ good Frenchwoman, and ready to ſerve his majeſty. 


Her ſtay at Tours was ſhort, the king being no leſs 
impatient to ſee her depart, than ſhe was to return 
into her own Dominions: they entered into a ſolemn 
and mutual oath of amity for the future, and inſtru- 


ments to that purpoſe were interchangeably delivered; 


parted well ſatisfied with one another, and ever after 
lived in the ſtricteſt union and friendſhip. 


SGaleas duke of Milan, was not more backward 
than the reſt to renounce the alliance of the duke of 


Burgundy. Princes are ſeldom fond of entering into 
. engagements with the unhappy ; and duke Charles's 

isfortunes made him every day loſe ſome of his 
Allies, | Galeas ſent ambaffadors to Lewis XI. to re- 
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new the ancient treaties between them ; to declare 
that he was ready to do him homage for Genoa and 
Savona, and to affure him, that in all the treaties 
concluded with the duke of Burgundy, he had never 


intended any thing injurious to his majeſty's intereſt, 
The king was very ſenſible that the duke of Milan 

_ aQtedin this manner out of neceſſity ; but he did not 
give himſelf much trouble about the motives by 


which princes were ſwayed, provided he could 


draw them off from the intereſts of the duke of 
Burgund. 055 N 
The duke of Britany ſeeing all the Aug. 9. 


world forſake the alliance of Burgundy, 


began to think that it would not be ſafe for him to 
perſevere in it any longer. Duke Charles was too 


much taken up with the care of his own defence, 
to attend to the protection of his allies, The king 


of England had concluded a peace with France, and 
the little glory acquired in his laſt expedition made 


it likely he would not be very forward to attempt 


another, Theſe reaſons were ſufficient to perſwade 
him, that it was his true intereſt to court the friend- 


ſhip of Lewis XI. Accordingly he diſpatched his 


chancellor, and Coetquen grand maſter of his hou- 


ſhold, in quality of his ambaſſadors, to ſwear to 
the peace concluded at Senlis. The only difficulty 
that aroſe was in regard to the oath; the duke in- 


| ſiſted that the king ſhould ſwear upon the croſs of 8. 
Lo; and Lewis abſolutely refuſed to take that oath, 


in regard to ſeveral articles that appeared to him am- 
biguouſly expreſſed, or which perhaps he never ſin- 


cerely intended to perform: The whole was an un- 


accountable mixture of perfidy and devotion. Af- 


ter ſeveral propoſals on both ſides, they at laſt agreed 
to ſwear mutually to defend one another, and even 


to give ſecret intimation of whatever deſigns might 


be formed to either's prejudice, Thus far the form 
ef the oath was the ſame to both; but there was 


Moreover 
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moreover a clauſe added in the duke's, whereby he 


bound himſelf not to diſturb the king in the enjoy- 


ment of what belonged to him in Britany, This 
article, in owning the king's rights without expreſ- 


ſing them, was not unlikely to become a ſource of 


future diſputes, 
The king now in perfect ſecurity, as to what 
concerned his own dominions, began to think of 


ſuccouring his allies. Alphonſo V. king of Portu- 
gal had lately loſt at Toro all the glory he had for- 
merly acquired in Africa. That day ſo fatal to his 


intereſt, abſolutely decided the crown of Caſtile in 


favour of Ferdinand ſon to the king of Arragon. 


It is beſides known, that theſe two laſt princes, un- 
der pretence of appeaſing the troubles of Navarre, 


fought to uſurp that crown from Francis Phoebus 
count de Foix, the fon of Magdalen of France. 


Lewis fearing leſt the king of Arragon ſhould march 
his forces towards Rouſſillon, ordered a body of 


troops thither, under the command of the lord 


 d'Albret, and Yvon du Fou. Some ſkirmiſhes hap- 


pened, but as it was neither for the intereſt of 


France, nor the kings of Arragon and Caftile, to 
continue the war, the truce was renewed. The 


king of Portugal in hopes that Lewis, not barely 


confining himſelf to the deſence of Rouſſillon, 
would moreover furniſh him with ſuccours, came 
into France to ſollicit them. The king ſent ſome 


noblemen to meet him as far as Rouen, and received 


him with the greater marks of honour, as he was 
reſolved not to render him any real ſervices. He 
gave him to underſtand that his diſtruſt of the duke 


of Burgundy hindered him from employing his for- 


Lewis XI. he even perſwaded himſelf, that he 


ces elſewhere. Alphonſo naturally ſincere, had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of diſſimulation on the part of 


would find it no hard taſk to make up matters be- 


tween him and the duke of Burgundy, and then 


doubted 
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doubted not of being powerfully ſupported by both. 
In this belief he ſet out from Tours, in order to 1 
wait upon the duke of Burgundy, who was before 9 
Nancy. 
The duke of Lorain, aſter the battle of Morat, 
marched along the Rhine to Straſbourg. This 
prince as yet had no other dependance than upon the 
glory he had lately acquired, the good will of his 
ſubjects, and the hatred they bore to the duke of 
Burgundy. Charles, vanquiſhed as he was, had 
ſtill nan reſources. . His great reputation fought _ 
for him, and he might have recovered his loſſes, 
and triumphed over his enemies, had he been able [1 
to bear up againſt himſelf, But inſtead of that, 1 
giving way to a fatal melancholy, he lived two 
months without ſeeing any body, and even life itſelf 
was become a burden to him, This alteration in Silt 
his temper ſoon affected his conſtitution, and greatly TI 
impaired his health. He was liable often to great 1 
depreſſions of ſpirits, from which he would change AY 
| ſuddenly to a fit of rage and diſtraction. It was in 1 
vain that remedies were applied to calm thoſe dan- 1 
gerous ſallies, which, as they contributed not to re- i | 
eſtabliſh the tranquillity of his mind, ſtill left che {#11 
ſource of the evil behind. _ 1 
While Charles thus continued in a ſtate of inaction, 1 
duke René was buſied in ſecuring alliances and | 
friends. Their number encreaſed daily, many be- 
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ing prompted by a regard to his youth, his misfor- 1 
18 tunes, and the juſtice of his cauſe. The town of 1 
Eſpinal declaring for him, this firſt ſucceſs revived HIM 
| the hopes of his party; and the young prince ſoon x 4 
found himſelf at the head of ſix thouſand men, ani- 1. 
. mated by the confidence of his former victory. 4 
c I The heat of a party in its firſt beginning, is rather 140 
. violent than laſting. Rene perceiving that it would 1 
5 be impoſſible to retain long within the bounds of of 
. diſcipline, an army ill paid, and compoſed for the 
A molt 
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moſt part of ſoldiers of fortune, laid ſiege to Nancy, 
not doubting but the recovery of his capital, would 
ſoon put him in poſſeſſion of all the reſt of his do- 
minions. Every thing conſpired to favour his de- 
ſtgn. The Burgundians were hated in the country, 
and the town itſelf was ill provided for defence. The 
principal ſtrength of the garifon conſiſted in a body 
of three hundred Engliſh, commanded by captain 
Colpin. No fooner did the want of proviſions begin 
to be felt in the city, than the diſcontent of the 
Engliſh broke out in murmurs and complaints. 
Their commander kept them quiet for ſome time, 
but he being killed in the progreſs of the 
Octob. 6. ſiege, they could no longer be reſtrained ; 
and Bievres, the governor of the town, 
was forced to capitulate. The gariſon were allowed 
to march out with all their baggage they that 
choſe to remain in the town, were to enjoy their 
former privileges, and ſuch of the natives of Lo- 
rain, as were rather inclined to follow the party of 
the duke of Burgundy, had a month granted them 
to retire and diſpoſe of their effects. When Bievres 
waited on the duke of Lorain, that prince imbraced 
him tenderly,. and thanked him for the kind treat- 
ment ſhewn his ſubjects during the time he was go- 
vernor. Bievres, charmed with this proof of the 
conqueror's goodneſs, could not forbear faying, 
with tears in his eyes, I ſee too well this war will not 
end but with the death of my maſter, 
Upon the firſt news of the ſiege of Nancy, the 
duke of Burgundy recovering from the lethargy in 
which he had lain buried for ſome time, ſent orders 
into the ſeveral parts of his dominions for the levying 
of men and money, He ſpoke always with a boiſte- 
rous threatening air, but after his diſgraces, the awe 
of his authority was conſiderably abated, and his 
aſſuming obſtinacy had very much cooled the zeal 
of his ſubjects. | Tired at length with his extrava- 
gant. 
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gant and multiplied demands, the Flemings ſent him 


word, that if he was preſſed by the Germans and Swit- 
zers, and had not ſufficient force with him to ſecure a 
retreat into his own dominions, they were ready to expoſe 
their lives and fortunes in his defence, and would, upon 
the firſt intimation, come, and at the hazard of all that 


was dear to them, lead him back in ſafety ; but that it 


was by no means their intention to aid him with men and 
monty for the carrying on of unneceſſary wars. Princes 
are ſeldom capable of liſtening with patience to ſuch 
plain trutks. This anſwer, which reproached the 
duke openly with the little regard he ſhewed for the 
lives and eſtates of his ſubjects, ſerved only to height- 
en his fury. But what gave him the greateſt mor- 
tification was, that having always flighted the ad- 


vice of his generals, he could impute his misfortunes 


only to himſelf: theſe faults however, though they 
excited remorſe, did not conduce to make him more 
wiſe or fore-ſeeing. | | 


Lewis XI. was the perſon he ſtood moſt in fear 


of in his preſent circumſtances, The antipathy 
theſe two princes had conceived againſt one another 


from their youth, made them dread each other in 
their misfortunes. They had agreed to have an in- 
terview between Auxerre and Joigny ; but Charles un- 
derſtanding that theking had ordered ſome of hisGens- 
de-arms to file off towards the frontiers of Picardy 
and Champagne, was poſſeſſed with the notion, that 
he deſigned to break the truce, and therefore haſtened 
into Lorain to the relief of Nancy. Being informed 
upon his march, that the place had ſurrendered, he 


advanced with deſign to give Rene battle. But the 


young prince, not imagining himſelf ſtrong enough, 


left a good gariſon in Nancy, and threw ſome 


troops into the adjacent towns, to ſtop the progreſs 
of the Burgundian army, while he, in the mean 
time, went to ſollicite the Switzers and Germans 
for ſupplies. V 1 


The 
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The king, far from taking any advantage of the 2 
preſent ſituation of the duke of Burgundy, gave him t 
freſh intimation of the count de Campobaſſo's tre- t 
ſon ; but Charles, blinded by his hatred of his rival, b 


conſidered every thing that came from that quarter, p 
as contrived on purpoſe to enſnare him, He could h 
not prevail with himſelf to believe that Lewis would n 
have rejected ſuch an offer, more eſpecially as be a 
had more than once ſuſpected his own life to be in h 


danger from the like attempts. John Hardy had c 
been quartered, upon an accuſation of deſigning to t! 
poiſon the king, at the inſtigation of the duke of a! 

Burgundy. The conſtable had alſo charged the a: 

duke with this treacherous project, and the parlia- ſc 

ment had lately condemned to death one John Ben, a 
convicted of being ſuborned by the duke of Burgundy O 

to poiſon the dauphin. „„ 5 

Mean time Charles formed the ſiege of Nancy, Þ h 

and entruſted the count de Campobaſſo with tge v 
command of the principal attack. This faithlefſsse v 
man, fearing leſt the duke, notwithſtanding his ä te 
_ preſent prepoſſeſſion, might at length come to be tt 
undeceived, reſolved, in order to his own ſecurity, di 

to conſummate, as ſoon as poflible, the crime of | 

which he had formed the project. To that end he de 
applies himſelf to Cifron de Baſchier, maſter of the to 
houſhold to the duke of Lorain, offering either to to 

aſſaſſinate, or deliver up duke Charles; and, in the #7 


mean time, by ſecret practices, to lengthen out the 79 

ſiege. He likewiſe acquainted him with all duke a 

5 Charles's Deſigns, his plan of operations, and the W, 
1 diſpoſitions of his attacks. Cifron, deſirous to ty? 
WW make advantage of this laſt piece of advice, under- ole 
5 took to throw himſelf into the place with a troop of a 

ly 1 gentlemen, all firmly attached to the intereſt of duks tre 
if Rene. Many ſucceeded in the attempt; but it ha 
5 happening that ſome were made priſoners, the duke an 
1 of Burgundy ordered them to be immediately hanged, co 
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affirming, that whoever endeavoured to reinforce 


the gariſon of a town after it was inveſted, ought 


to be looked upon as criminals, and to ſuffer death 
by the law of arms. Cifron, who was one of the 
priſoners, requeſted to be carried to the duke, as 
having a ſecret of the greateſt importance, and that 
nearly concerned his perſon to communicate to him, 


adding, that he could diſcover it to none beſides 
himſelf. Campobaſſo knowing that the ſecret 


could be no other than his own treachery, perſuaded 


the duke, that it was only an artifice to gain time, 
and ordered his execution to be haſtened. Cifron, 
as they were carrying him to puniſhment, preſſed 


fo warmly to be admitted into the duke's preſence, 


aſſuring them that he would have cauſe to repent 


of it, if this was refuſed him ; that ſeveral who 


heard him, went again to the duke, to prevail with 


him to grant the priſoner the hearing he demanded 
with ſo much earneſtneſs. But Campobaſſo, who 
Z was abſolute maſter in the camp, ſtood at the duke's 
tent- door, refuſed them entrance, and told them, 


that the duke ordered him to be executed imme- 


. 

The duke of Lorain, by way of repriſals, or- 
dered a hundred and twenty Burgundian priſoners 
to be hanged in like manner, with a writing faſtened 


to each, which ran thus: For the ſhocking inhumanity, 
and cruel murder committed on the perſon of the late Cif- 


ron de Baſchier and his companions, who as they were 


faithfully and lyally diſcharging their duty to their maſter, 
were made priſoners by the duke of Burgundy, whoſe 
tyrannical temper prompted him unjuſtly to ſhed human 


blood, am I here condemned to end my days. | 

- Rene, who was deſtitute both of ammunition and 

troops, muſt have loſt Nancy almoſt as ſoon as he 

had taken it, but for the treachery of Campobaſlo, 

and the blindneſs of duke Charles. This prince, 

continually preyed upon by a fatal melancholy, that 
7 . | „ ſometimes 


1750 | 
; an PA = —_ — COST” 8 . 
= q _ 2 D 2 NA r 
THE, LE —_— OO TA = | - GERI 1 


P 
o STS eos, - 
— —— — A S* A 


OY 
— 


P Wy * 1 


A 
ohm LO n 1 


* 

9 

? 

' 

1. 
1 
l 
: 

[4 . 

i 5 

: 

F 

; \ 
7 BY, 

* 


164 The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 


ſometimes bereaved him of his underſtanding, had 
neglected to draw together the remains of his army : 
and when rouzed at length, by the progreſs of the 


enemy, he took the field, it was with fo little pre- 


caution, that advancing with only a few men drawn 
together in haſte, he contented himſelf with writing 
to Dufay governor of Luxembourg, to aſſemble the 
ban and arriere-ban, a reſource that rather denotes 
the diſtreſs of a ſtate, than ſerves to remędy its mis- 
fortunes, This body, in appearance compoſed of 
the flower of a nation, more diſtinguiſhed by its va- 
Jour than exactneſs of diſcipline, has not always per- 
formed the ſervices that might have been expected 
from it. To add toall theſe misfortunes, the army 
not only ſuffered much from ſickneſs, but was alſo 
greatly weakened by deſertion. The count de Chi- 
may, upon reviewing it, thought it his duty to re- 
preſent to the duke, that he had not above three 
thouſand effective men: but the prince in a rage, 
and rather provoked at the generous freedom of a 
faithful ſubject, anſwered: Were I ſingle, I would 
not decline the fight, but as for you, it appears that you 
are of the houſe of Vaudemont *, Chimay withdrew, 


ſaying, That if it came to a battle, he would make it 


appear, that he was a Frenchman, loyal, and nobly de- 


cended, and give proofs of it at the hazard of his life. 


The king of Portugal, who was now with the duke 
of Burgundy, and a witneſs of all his extravagant 
behaviour, plainly ſaw, that it was in vain to expect 
ſuccours from a prince, who ſo little knew his own 
wants, and therefore withdrew without ſolliciting 
any. 5 1 „ 
The duke of Lorain had already got together about 
eight thouſand men, whom he reviewed under the 
walls of Baſil; but as the money that had been pro- 
e „ miſed 
* Rene, the ſecond of that name, duke of Lorain, 
was deſcended of Ferri count of Vaudemont, the ſecond 
ſon of duke John, — ens 
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miſed them was not wholly paid, they threatened to 


diſband. Tis ſaid, that only twelve florins were 


wanting of the ſum ſtipulated, and that had not 
count Oſwal de Tierſtein lent them, René could 
not have kept his army together. He now waited 
only for the ſuccours which the Germans had en- 
gaged to ſend him, and upon their arrival, advanced 
towards Nancy. It was indeed high time, for the 
gariſon were in want of every thing. The famine 
was ſo extreme, that after having eaten up all their 
horſes, they were reduced to feed upon 
dogs, rats, and mice. Upon the duke 1477. 
of Lorain's approach, the count de Cam- Fan. 4. 


pobaſſo abandoned the Burgundian army, 
and came to join René with two hundred lances. 


The Germans refuſed to receive him, declaring they 
would have no communication with traitors. The 


French who ſerved in the army of Lorain, in like 
manner rejected two Italian officers, who had 


brought two hundred Gendarmes with them from 
Charles's camp; inſomuch, that they were obliged 
to join Campobaſſo, who had encamped at Pont de 
Buſſiere, in order to fall upon the Burgundians, if 
being routed, any of them ſhould attempt to eſeape 
by the way of Luxembourg. 


On Sunday the fifth of January, the duke of 
Lora in ordered maſs to be ſaid early in the morning 
at the head of his army, and marched in order of 


battle. All Charles's officers were for raiſing the 
ſiege, and avoiding an engagement. They repre- 
ſented to him, that he ought to wait the arrival of 


the troops levying in his provinces, that he would 


then be ſuperior to the enemy ; whereas a battle in 


his preſent circumſtances muſt neceſſarily prove fatal. 


The duke rejected this advice with ſcorn, told them 
he would never fly before a young man, and began 


his march. The two armies ſoon came within 
fight; Rene drew up his men in the plains of Neu- 


ville: 
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ville: His van conſiſted of ſeven thouſand foot, and 
two thouſand horſe. The command of the infantry 
was given to William Harſer, general of the Swit- 
zers, and that of the cavalry to the count de Tier- 
ſtein; they had under them the baſtard of Vaude- 
mont, Viſſe, Baſſompierre, PEſtang, Sytano, Ma- 


lortie, and Oriole. The main body included eight 


thouſand foot, who were ſupported by fafteen hun- 
dred horſe on the right, and five hundred on the 
left. The rear did not exceed eight hundred men 
all foot, who were to ſend detachments every where, 


according as neceſſity required, Rene himſelf led 


the main body, and had for officers under him the 

counts de Salins and Linange, with the lords de 
Bitche, Paffenhauſen, Baſſompierre, Waltrin, Ger- 
beviller, Ligneville, Lenoncourt, Jacob de Pavoye, 
S. Amand and Blomont. 


The duke of Burgundy was encamped near far- 


ville, about half a league from Nancy. As he had 


taken the reſoiution to defend his intrenchments 


with the few troops he had about him, the body of 
men with which he was to make head againſt duke 
René, did not exceed two thouſand ; he gave the 
right wing to Galiot, the left to Joſſe de Lalain, 
and himſelf took poſt in the centre at the head of 
the volunteers. 

Rene paſſed the little riewlae. of Hevillecour, 
which ſeparated the two armies, The Switzers, 
according to an antient cuſtom, falling proſtrate, 
kiſſed the ground as a token of their reſolution to 
vanquiſh or die, and then began to advance, But 


perceiving that the way, by which they were to 
march, was lined with the enemy's artillery, they 


left ſome battalions to amuſe and keep the Burgun- 
dians in play, and ſtole up behind an hedge in order 

to ſet upon them in flank, Waltrin obſerving that 

the duke of Burgundy had not taken poſſeſſion of 
all the plain“ as far as the wood, detached four bag: 
dre 
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dred French horſe to begin the attack ; while ano- 
ther body were to fetch a compaſs, and charge the 
Burgundians in the rear. . | 
The engagement began with equal ardour on both 
ſides. They of Lorain fought to regain their coun- 
try and rightful prince; the Burgundians called to 


mind their former victories, and even drew motives 
of courage from the conſideration of their late de- 


feats : But the Switzers exerted themſelves in ſo ex- 
traordinary a manner, that it was not long before 
victory declared for them. The Burgundians, 
charged at once on all ſides, and overpowered b 

numbers, begun to loſe courage, and think of pro- 
riding for their own ſafety. Galiot returned ſeveral 
times to the charge; the duke of Burgundy expoſed 


himſelf as much as the meaneſt ſoldier ; and appeared 
in all parts where his preſence was wanted. But it 
was in vain that by his example he ſtrove to revive 
the courage of his troops. The rout ſoon became 


general, and the duke, ſpent with fatigue and 
wounded, was born away in the flight, Claude 
Blomont, ſeneſchal of S. Die purſued him : We are 


told that the duke cailed out for quarter, but that 


Blomont, being deaf, and not knowing what he 
faid, unhorſed him with his lance. The unhappy 
prince, oppreſſed with fatigue, wounds, and the 
weight of his armour, no: being able to recover 
himſelf, was trampled to death in the crowd. Others 


will have it, that he was killed by ſome men ſuborn- 


ed by Campobaſſo, and placed near him for that pur- 


| poſe. The fugitives were purſued as far as Pont de 


Buſſiere. Campobaſſo, who had encamped there, 


gave quarter to none; ſo that they were all put to 
the (word or drowned. Rene, who was maſter of 
the field of battle, got poſſeſſion alſo of all the am- 
munition and proviſions, which proved a very ſea- 


ſonable relief to Nancy, where the miſery was ex- 


treme. The duke of Lorain, entering the town 
„ 5 5 bs after 
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after the battle, was received with extraordinary de- 
monſtrations of joy ; but inſtead of diſplaying their 
ſatisfaction by a magnificence, which is more a proof 
of the pride and ambition of princes, than of 
the good will of their people; they erected for him 
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a triumphant arch out of the heads of the horſes and 1 
dogs they had fed upon during the ſiege. | 
Bievres, Contay, and la Vieuville, fell in the bat- 
tle. Antony and Baldwin, baſtards of Burgundy, = 
were made priſoners, with the count de Naſſau, e 
Retel, de Chimay, Olivier de la Marche, Galiot, an. 
and a great many others. 8 7 
Enquiry was made for two days after the duke of 17 
Burgundy to no purpoſe. At aſt they found his body I P 
in a ditch, naked, and ſurrounded with ice ſo hard, 5 
that they were obliged to dig it out with a pick-ax. 18 
Although it was very much disfigured, his phyſician Þ 1 
and ſecretary knew it by ſeveral marks, particularly 7 
the ſcar of a wound he received at the battle of i 
Montlhery. The duke of Lorain ordered the corps e 
to be brought to Nancy, and went out in mourning 75 
to meet the proceſſion, having a beard of gold that I C} 
hung down to his middle, after the manner of the oor 
worthies of old, when they gained a victory, He ; 
ſprinkled the body with holy water, and taking it hows 


by the hand, ſaid ; Well couſin, your ſoul is now with 

God, m your life you brought many calamities and af- 
flidtions upon us. He was buried in a chapel, and 
continued there till 1550, when his remains were 
transferred to St. Donatus at Bruges. 

Thus died Charles the laſt duke of Burgundy, 
whoſe virtues were wholly of the military kind ; he 
was ambitious, forward, without counſel or 5 
ſight, an enemy to peace, and ever thirſting after 
blood. His mad projects proved the utter ruin of 
1 his houſe, brought innumerable calamities on his 
1 lubjecs, and drew on himſelf a deſerved end. G 
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Great events preſently diſcover themſelves by fly- 


ing reports, that out- run the ſwifteſt meſſengers. 


What was confuſedly known of the duke of Bur- 
gundy's defeat, raiſed an anxious curioſity, and 


made every ene inquiſitive after the particulars of it, 
in order to carry them to the king. When this 


prince was in expectation of any intereſting piece of 


news, he was not able to conceal his impatience z 
but, as if he could thereby have accelerated events, 


would often talk of them beforehand, and ſay; 7 


will grve ſo much to any man who brings me ſuch and 


ſuch news, Commines and du Bouchage had re- 
ceived each two hundred marks of filver, for having 
veen the firſt to acquaint him with the duke of Bur- 
gundy's defeat at Morat. He was ftill more impa- 
tient to be informed of what was doing before Nan- 
cy. Du Lude, who waited all night the arrival of 
the courier, perceived him firſt about break of day, 
he obliged him to deliver the packet, and went im- 
mediately with it to the king. There were letters 


from Tremouille, giving an account of duke 


Charles's defeat, but without any mention of his 
death. It was not yet known whether he was killed 


or made priſoner, or whether he had not eſcaped 


into Germany, The king could not diſſemble his 


joy. He ſent for ſome of the principal men of the 


court and city, read the i2tters to them, and invited 


them to dine with him. The converſation ran al- 


together upon the accounts uſt received: all preſent 
expreſſed a joy real or fei: ned; for ſuch of the 
courtiers as were diſſatisſied, ia v, with ſorrow, that 


the king would now become more abſolute than 


ever. Comm ines gives a lively picture of the com- 


| pany we are ſpeaking of, which is not the leſs ſtrong 
and expreſſive, becauſe fimple and unadorned, and 


gives a juſter idea of the ſpirit of the courtiers, than 
any thing I could ſay upon the ſubject. His words 
are; I well remember that myſelf and others, took par- 
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ticular notice of their eating; but, to ſpeak the-truth | 
(whether for joy or ſorrow, I cannot tell) there was not | 
one of them all that half filled his belly, and certamly it 
could not be modeſtly or ry (nan before the king ; for 
there was not one among ft them, but had had the honour 
of dining with his majeſty ſeveral times before. 
Next day all the particulars of the action were 
known, and duke Charles's death was confirmed by 
letters from the duke of Lorain. The king diſ- 
patehed meſſengers with theſe accounts to the prin- 
cipal cities of the kingdom, and to the duke of Bri- 
tany. Two days after, he learnt the tragical fate 
of Galeas duke of Milan, who was aſſaſſinated in 
the midft of his guards, as he was going to church“. 
The duke of Orleans applied to the king for leave 
and aſſiſtance to aſſert his claim upon the Milaneze, 
derived from his grand-mother Valentina Viconti ; 
but Lewis was not then at leiſure to embark in ſuch 
an enterprize, having his thoughts wholly taken up | 
with the project of recovering Burgundy, He ſent de 
meſſengers to the principal cities of that duchy, to Pe 
acquaint them with his deſign of taking under his du 
protection the perſon and dominions of Mary, TI 
daughter and heireſs of duke Charles, and his own Þ Rc 
relation and god- daughter; to repreſent his hopes of an) 
effecting a marriage between her and the dauphin ; Þ reſi 
and to put them in mind, that Burgundy having Þ ſur; 
been given in appenage to Philip of France, the ſon Lat 
of king John, returned of courſe to the crown, up- Or: 
on default of heirs male T. The king, in the mean and 
3 e time, 


* The death of Galeas was the effect of perſonal reſent- 
ment, not any conſpiracy againſt the ſtate. The chief of 
the aſſaſſins were two men, whom he had injured in point 
of honour, by ſeducing the wife of the one, and debauch 
ing the other's filter. _ 2 
I This principle was not indiſputably true; at leaſt ths 
clauſe of reverſion to the crown, upon default of inne 

Re / | | | n male. 
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time, diſpatched the admiral and Commines, to 
draw the inhabitants of Abbeville to a ſubmiſſion z 
but before they could ſettle matters with the Jeading, 
men, Torcy Governor of Amiens got the ſtart of 
them, and took poſſeſſion of the city, by Ja. 17. 
means of the people, whoſe favourite he was. os bs 
Lewis XI. demanded ſubſidies from all the cities 
of the kingdom, to enable him to ſucceed in his 
defign of re-uniting to the crown the eſtates of the 
late duke of Burgundy, He afterwards repaired to 
the frontiers of Picardy, having firſt diſpatched his 
emiſſaries into the ſeveral parts of the duchy, te 
perſuade the people to ſubmit voluntarily, and not 
draw upon themſelves all the calamities of a war, 
which would fall ſo much the heavier, as they muſt 
expect to be treated as rebels; whereas, if they made 
a ready offer of their obedience to the king, he 
would confirm and augment their privileges. | 
Upon the king's approach Ham and 8. Quintin 
declared for him. William Bitche, governor of 
Peronne, forgetting that he owed all his fortune to 
duke Charles, opened alſo the gates of that town. 
„ The example of Peronne drew after it Tronquay, 
n Roye, Montdidier, Moreuil. Such places as made 
f © any reſiſtance were razed, which intimidating the 
reſt, they did not ſo much as wait the ſummons to 
ſurrender. Vervins, S. Gobin, Marle, Rue, and 
n | Landrecy ſubmitted. John de Chalons, prince of 
Orange, George de la Tremouille lord of Cr ö 


p- N ] aon, 
an and Charles d' Amboiſe ſieur de Chamont, coming 

we | male, is not ſtipulated in the letter of appenage, granted 
f 0 


| by king John to Philip the bold duke of Burgundy. 
Charles V. was the firſt who inſerted that clauſe in his 
| Zrants ; and it has been ever fince held as a part of the 
conſtitution of the realm. Lewis XI. could not there- 
tthe WM fore apply it in the cafe of Burgundy, ſo far at leaft, as 
ine to make it the foundation of a claim of reverſion go 
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and his heirs male and female. 
did not hinder the Kates from feng obedience to 


of its being repaid at the prince's return. 
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to Dijon at the head of ſeven hundred lances, ad- 
dreſſed: the aſſembly of the ſtates, and ſummoned 
them to yield obedience to the king. As they 
ſeemed to be ſtill in doubt about the report of 
Charles's death, they inſiſted upon a promiſe from 


the king to evacuate the province, if it ſhould appear 
that the duke was ſtill alive *; to maintain the trea- 


ties already eſtabliſned, and to grant a general am- 
neſty to all who had ever been in the ſervice of the 


duke, or might be ſtill attached to the princeſs his 


The commiſſioners readily granted all 
the demands of the ſtates; and the king 
Jon. 19. put his ſeal to the pardon, promiſing at 

| + the ſame time, that they ſhould ſtill con- 
tinue poſſeſſed of their privileges, penſions, and offi- 


daughter. 


Ces 


Mary extiorted the fates to continue firm in their 
allegiance, ſignifying to them by letters, that the 


duchy of Burgundy was not held of the crown of 


France ; that duke Philip, her great grand-father, 
had bought the county of Charolois of the count 


d'Armagnac ; and that the counties of Macon and 


Auxerre had been yielded by the treaty of Arras to 
duke Philip 'the Good, her grand-father, for him 
But theſe letters 


the 


* The prope for a long time did not believe the death 
of duke Charles. Some ſaid he had retired to paſs the 
remainder of his life in ſolitude, others that he was gone 


to Jeruſalem. Nay, ſo ſtrongly were ſome poſſeſſed 


with theſe notions, that they lent money upon condition 
Me meet with 
many examples of theſe popular prejudices in regard to 
the fate. of illuſtrious men. One would be apt to think 
that the people believed them immortal ; nor indeed 
ought we to be ſurprized at their backwardneſs to credit 
the report of duke Charles's death, when they even 
doubted that of the maid of Orleans, though 7 had 
| hemſclves ſeen her burnt alive, 
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the king. The council, which they had already 
eſtabliſhed under the name of the provincial council, 
drew up a memorial containing the humble requeſts 
of the province to the king. The firſt articles re- 
lated to the coining of money, the adminiſtration 


of juſtice, and the levying and paying of the mili- 


tary. By other articles they beſought the king to 


reimburſe the province the ſum of an hundred thou- 
ſand livres lent the late duke; to aboliſh the greater 
part of the impoſts and publick duties; to prohibit 


the ſending of money to Rome, and to continue 
their poſts and penſions to thoſe who were already 
in poſſeſſion. No ſooner had the king returned a 
favourable anſwer to theſe demands, than many 
haſtened with emulation to take the oaths required, 


that they might have the better pretence to favour; 
others delayed out of policy, that they might ſell 


themſelves to more advantage, It is not known 
what demands la Tremouille and Chamont made, 
who were the prime managers in this affair ; but the 
king's anſwer to them well deſerves a place here; as 
we thereby plainly ſee that nothing eſcaped his notice. 
Ay lord, I received your letter, and thank you for 


the honour you do me in offering to make me a ſharer f 


the ſpoil. I conſent to your keeping one half of the money 
you mention; but I expect that the cverplus be reſerved 
for me, and employed in repairing the fortifications of the 


Frontier towns on the fide of Germany, and providing 


them with all neceſſaries, in ſuch manner, that I may be 
no loſer. If there is any thing elſe that can do you no 


| ſervice, pray ſend it me. As ta the wines in the duke of 


Burgunay's cellars, I am contented to yield them all up in 


your favour.—— At Peronne, Feb. the 9th. 
The king's negotiations ſucceeded in Burgundy ; 
but they took not the ſame favourable turn in Flan- 
ders and Artois, The admiral and Commines could 
obtain nothing from the magiſtrates of Arras. 
Raveſtein, who commanded in that town, conti- 
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nued firm in his duty. La Vaquerie, the penſionary, 
made it appear, that Mary's right to the place was 
incanteſtible. But Crevecceur, Lord de Querdes, 
ſucceeding Raveſtein, had very different views. As 
his eſtate lay on this ſide the Somme, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Amiens, he preferred his own private 
Intereſt to that of his ſovereign ; and la Vaquerie, 
gained over by the king's officers, changed his opi- 
nion with regard to Mary's rights, or at leaſt did 
not any more engage in defending them.  _ 
While theſe negotiations were thus carrying on 
the chancellor Hugonet, Imbercourt, Ferry de Cluny 
nominated to the biſhoprick of Terouane, the count 
de Grandpre, and la Grutuſe, came in the name of 
the young ducheſs to wait upon the king, and ac- 
quaint him, that ſhe had taken the government into 
her own hands, and formed a council, conſiſting of 
the ducheſs dowager, Raveſtein, the chancellor, 
and Imbercourt. The king let them know, that it 
was his intention to conclude a marriage between 
the Dauphin and Mary of Burgundy, and in the 
mean time to take poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces, that 
by the late duke's death returned to the crown; he 
told them further, that he meant to keep the reſt in 
his hand till ſuch time as Mary was of age, and did 
him homage for them. He added, that this mar- 
riage was the only way of putting an end to the wars 
that had now ſubſiſted ſo long, and which without 
ſome expedient of this nature, would be ever and 
anon breaking out afreſh: He had a great reſpec, 
it was true, for the princeſs ; but every thing muſt 
pyield to the obligations he was under, of ſupporting 
the rights of his crown and kingdom ; and if any 
one ſhould pretend to diſpute them with him, he was 
not without ſtrength ſufficient to maintain them a- 
aint all inne. e 
Hugonet and Imbercourt finding the king at the 
head of a powerful army, that all the towns he 
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approached opened their gates to him, that the au- 
thority of the princeſs was not yet well eſtabliſhed, 


and that the provinces inſiſted upon a reſtoration of 


the privileges of which they had been diveſted by the 
late dukes, reſolved to yield to the neceſſity of their 
preſent ſituation. They allowed the marriage of the 
dauphin and Mary to be a way of reconciliation the 
moſt likely to prove advantageous to both parties, 
promiſed to do their utmoſt to bring it about, and 
agreed that des Querdes ſhould govern Arras, as one 
who derived his authority from the king. This 


private treaty further imported, that the fates of Ar- 


tois ſhould ſend deputies to take an oath to the king ; that 


his majeſty ſhould have the power of nominating officers, 
as well to the military charge of the province, as to the 


adminiſtration of juſtice, till ſuch time as Mary of Bur- 
gundy had performed her homage. It was further ad- 
ded, that in caſe Mary refuſed to do homage, or mar- 
ried without the conſent of the king, Artois ſhould re- 
main with his maje/ly, who engaged to protect and defend 


the country, and continue to it all its immunities and pri- 
vileges. The troops were to be withdrawn, as ſoon as 


the ſlates had taken the oath to the king, and the princi- 


pal officers were to remain poſſeſſed of their poſts and 


penſions. 


If we except the clauſe obliging Mary not to 


marry but with the approbation of the king, the 
capitulation in every other reſpect was agreeable to 
reaſon and juſtice; Artois had ever been held as a 


| Hef of the crown; it was only by the treaty of 


Arras, that Philip the Good was exempted from the 


accuſtomed homage ; this exemption was but for a 


time, and the time was now expired, 


But notwithſtanding this private agreement, the 


king had many difficulties to overcome 
before he got full poſſeſſion of Arras, Mar. 4. 
which was at that time divided into the  _ 
: Querdes delivered up the 
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city, but the burghers were till in poſſeſſion of the 
town, which was defended by fortifications, whereas 
the city had none. There ſubſiſted beſides between 
them, one of thoſe animoſities, which though with - 
out any real foundation, has notwithſtanding often a 
great influence upon the moſt ſerious tranſactions. 


The city having received the king, this appeared to 


the town a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting him, inſo- 
much that he was obliged to fortify himſelf -in his 


own quarters, to throw up a bulwark againſt the 


town, and begin a ſiege in form. 


Mean time the ambaſſadors of the princeſs of Bur- 


gundy returned, If they were chargeable with have- 
ing rather exceeded their inſtructions in the affair of 
Arras, Mary was guilty of a yet greater overſight, 
in aſſembling the ſtates of Flanders and Ghent. 
This tumultuous body of men immediately ſeized 
the government. The people, always apt to run 
into licentiouſneſs, and incapable of a juſt liberty, 


no ſooner found themſelves in poſſeſſion of the ſu- 
preme authority, than they began to exerciſe it in 


acts of tyranny, and even to impoſe laws upon their 
ſovereign. 

Touteville and Baradot came in quality of ambaſ- 
ſadors from the three eſtates of Flanders, to deſite the 
king, not to attempt any thing contrary to the treaty 
of Soleure, and to undertake the protection of the 


heireſs of Burgundy as he was in duty bound. To 


give the greater weight to their commiſſion, they 
added, that Mary was reſolved to govern according 


to the advice of the three eſtates. The king, to 
avoid giving an anſwer upon the firſt article, took 
hold of what they had ſaid in relation to the eſtates, 


and told them that they were miſinformed of their 
miſtreſs's intentions, who he was well aſſured was 
far enough from the deſign of being guided by the 


council of the provinces, and had already choſen _ 
| particular . 
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particular miniſters, by whom all their inn 
would be diſavowed. 
The ambaſſadors, little accuſtemed to the ma- 


nagement of treaties and negotiations, abandoned 


the principal articles of their commiſſion, and con- 
fined themſelves wholly to ſuch as concerned them 
perſonally. They told the king, that they were 
certain of what they ſaid, and even offered to pro- 
duce their inſtructions. After ſome debate, which 


was wholly contrived to make the deputies loſe ſight 


of the eſſential point of the negotiation, the king 
produced the letter he had received from Mary's 


* ambaſſadors, It was written partly by the hand of 


the ducheſs dowager, partly by the young princeſs, 
and partly by Raveſtein. "Theſe different hand- 
writings were employed to give the greater weight to 


the letter, by which the king was requeſted to addreſs 


* 


himſelf in all affairs to the ducheſs dowager, Raveſtein, 
Imbercourt, the chancellor Hugonet, and to none elſe. 
| The king, whoſe chief aim was to breed difſen- - 
tions between the princeſs and her ſubjects, ſuffered | 


the ambaſſadors to carry away the letter; and they, 


wholly taken up with thoughts of vengeance, de- 


parted with the ſame eagerneſs, as if they had ſue- 


ceeded in their commiſſion. 


Very probably, Lewis did not de all the con- 
ſequences of this ſtep." However much it might be 
his intereſt, to cheriſh diſcord in the court of the 


young princeſs, yet it was by no means good policy, 
to ſacrifice thoſe who ſtood beſt affected to France. 
| Touteville and Baradot preſented themſelves in an 


aſſembly of the ſtates, and reproached the. duchefs 


| with the letter ſhe had written. As ſhe did not 
imagine the king had given it into their hands, ſhe 
denied the writing of it; whereupon it was pub- - 


lickly produced. The Gentois enraged, arrefted 
Hugonet and Imbercourt. Beſides the ſecret hatred 


which the people naturally have againſt men in 
3 | Po Wer? 
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power, and which never fails to break out when 
cellor had many very conſiderable enemies. 
The biſhop of Liege reproached them with ſome 
outrages committed in his territories ; the count de 
revenged for the death of his father, who had been 
they had juſt ground of complaint againſt them, did 
already but too much inflamed. The ſervices theſe 
were but a weak defence againſt the torrent of pri- 


vate hatred, and the blind fury of a baſe populace 
Who, unleſs they are ſlaves, will be tyrants. 


ducheſs weakened by the loſs of fo conſiderable a 
town as Arras. To the ſecond and third articles 
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they have an opportunity, Imbercourt and the chan- 


8. Pol, ſon of the late conſtable, was willing to be 


delivered up by them : and many others fancying 


all in their power to animate the people, who were 


two great men had rendered the ſtate, or which it 
might be afterwards in their power to render it, 


Commiſſioners were appointed to bring them to 
a trial. The charge was ſummed up in three arti- 
cles; that they had been inſtrumental in the ſur- 
rendering of Arras; that they had taken a bribe for 
a judgment lately given in favour of the city of 
Ghent; and that they had acted many things con- 


trary to the privileges of the ſaid town, during their 
adminiſtration under the late duke. Altho' the ac- 


Cuſed could have made a good defence to the firſt ar- 
ticle, as having honeſt intentions, and being com- 
pelled to it by the then ſituation of the young prin- 
ceſs's affairs, yet it ſeemed to have the moſt formida- 
ble aſpet. But the Gantois never once inſiſted up- 
on it, as being probably not diſpleaſed to ſee the 


they anſwered, that the judgment they had given 
was according to their conſcience; that they had 
never demanded the money, nor received it till after 
the ſentence, when being offered them, they had 
accepted it as a gratuity for their trouble. That as 
for the city privileges, they had themſelves conſented 
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to give them up to the late duke, But their defence 
was not regarded; they were ordered to be put upon 
the rack, and notwithſtanding their appeal to the 
king in parliament, they were condemned and exe- 

cuted on Maunday-Thurſday. 
As ſoon as the princeſs was made acquainted with 
this ſentence, ſhe came in perſon to the town-hall 
to defend the innocence, or intercede for the lives of 


ſternly rejecting her ſuit, ordered her to retire. She 


unhappy ſervants upon the ſcaffold, and ſo diſabled 
by the violence of the rack, that they could neither 
Rand upright, nor kneel to receive the ſtroke of 


ctacle, and touched with the innocence of the young 
= princeſs their ſovereign, whom they ſaw reduced to 
r © make theſe humble condeſcenſions, were for ſtopping 


f Þ the execution; but the greater number, deaf to 
- © compaſſion, tumultuouſly demanded the blood of 


ir © theſe unfortunate men, and ordered their heads to 
e- | be ſtruck off in preſence of the princeſs  _ 
r- ® The town of Arras demanding to ca- April 3. 
a- poitulate, the king ordered a charter to 


the town and city, and conferring on the whole 
body of the inhabitants all the immunities uſually 
granted to the gentry, with exemption from the 
ban and the arriere-ban. ——— But when the 


the party that had oppoſed him in the town, get- 
ting the upperhand, began to renew their hoſtilities 


and Valenciennes, made up a detachment of five 
hundred herſe and a thouſand foot, under the com- 


theſe her two moſt faithful ſervants. But the judges | 


ran to the market-place with her hair diſheveled, 
and in her mourning Habit, where ſhe ſaw her two 


death. The princeſs addreſſed the people in the moſt 
ſuppliant terms. Many preſent moved at this ſpe- 


be drawn, confirming the ancient privileges both of 


whole affair was well nigh concluded, the king's 
preſence being wanted elſewhere, after his departure, 


againſt the city, The gariſons of Liſle, Douay, 
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mand of d' Arcy and young Salazar, who endea- 


voured to throw themſelves into the place. Du 
Lude, who commanded in the king's abſence, ſal- 
lying out againſt them, killed fix hundred, made al- 
moſt all the reſt priſoners, and preſſed the ſiege of 
the town more vigorouſly than ever. The inhabi- 
tants finding it would not be poſſible for them to 


defend themſelves longer, ſent deputies to the king 
at Heſdin, to beg leave that they might go and re- 
preſent to the ducheſs Mary the neceſſity they were 


under of delivering up the town ; the king anſwered, 
they were Wiſe, and knew what they had to do. 
The deputies ſatisfied with this anſwer, returned, 
but they were ſeized by the way, and brought back 
to Heſdin. At firſt the king treated them with 
great lenity, and when he had thus lulled them into 
a full ſecurity, ordered twelve of the chief of them 
to be taken and beheaded. The head of Oudard 
de Buſſy, chief of the deputation, was expoſed in 
the market-place of Heſdin, becauſe the king have- 
ing given him a place in parliament, conſidered him 
as a traitor. It would be difficult to excuſe his pu- 
niſhing the reſt; the anſwer he had given them was 
a kind of engagement on his part, or at leaſt an 
equivocation much beneath a prince. Ä 

This execution ſtruck ſuch a terror into the 3 in- 
habitants of Axras, that they implored the king's 
clemency. Lewis granted them a general pardon, 


ordered them to be diſarmed, and fined them fifty 


thouſand crowns. 

Commines was miſtaken in ſaying, that the ca- 
pitulation was ill kept, and that ſeveral citizens were 
put to death. He confounds the execution of the 


deputies with one which he ſuppoſes to have been at 


Arras. Beſides, the capitulation was dated the firſt 
of April, and th2 violation was committed by the 
inbabitants of Arras themſelves, upon the king's de- 
parting to take poſſeſſion of Heſdin, They ſent to 
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Douay for troops, and fired upon the city, inſomuch, 
that du Lude was obliged to undertake a- new the 


ſiege of the town, into which the king was not ad- 
mitted till the fourth of May. Commines who 
wrote from his own memory only, and not till long 
after the fats happened, is very excuſable for ſome 
ſlight miſtakes of this kind ; but I doubt whether 


he can claim the ſame indulgence for afferting that 


the king was averfe to the marriage of the dauphin 


with Mary of Burgundy. As this is a very impor- 


tant fact; as it is a matter of no ſmall concern even 


in our days, and as the greater part of thoſe who with 
reaſon lament that this marriage did not take place, 


do little more than repeat what Commines has ſaid, 
it well deſerves a particular diſcuſſion. | 


It is certain that the houſe of Auſtria's claim to 


the ſucceſſion of Burgundy, has been for ſeveral ages 


the cauſe of an almoſt continual war , the feeds 


of which are not yet wholly deſtroyed : But it does 
not appear that Lewis XI. as is commonly ſuppoſed, 
refuſed to re-unite this duchy to the crown by the 


marriage of the dauphin with Mary of Burgundy, 


Commines tells us, that he had often heard the king 


fay, it was his intention, ſhould Charles die, to bring 

about if poſſible this match; or if Mary could not 

be brought to conſent becauſe of the inequality of 

their age 2, to endeavour to marry her to ſome 
18 Es | prince 


* An Emperor of the T urks, aſtoniſhed at the vaſt ef- 


fuſion of human blood, occaſioned by the wars of the Low- 
Countries, had them pointed out to him in the map, and 
upon obſerving the ſmall extent of theſe provinces: Were 


it my buſineſs to interfere, ſays he, I would ſend my 


pioneers, and order them to throw that little corner of 


land into the fea. 


I Mary of Burgundy was in her twentieth year at her 


father's death. She was born on the 13th of February 


1457, and the dauphin the zoth of June 1470; ſo that 


the was thirteen years older than the prince. 
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prince of the blood ; he adds, that this was his re- 
ſolution not a week before he heard of the duke's 
death, but that as ſoon as he received the news his 
mind changed ; for he then reſolved to ſeize upon 
the greateſt part of his dominions, and to divide the 
reſt among his favourites and ſome of the German 
princes, in order to engage them in the deſign, and 
_ ſtrengthen himſelf by their alliance; nay the very 
day the news arrived, he promiſed to ſeveral of thoſe 
that were about him the lands and poſſeſſions of that 
prince. Whoever reads this paſſage of Commines, 
will unavoidably be led to believe, that the king had 
wholly abandoned his firſt project. I know too that 
his authority muſt be of conſiderable weight, as he 
Was a man of great penetration, lived in the higheſt 
confidence and familiarity with Lewis XI. and of 
conſequence had the beſt opportunities of knowing 
his character. For theſe reaſons I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with mentioning ſome facts, that ſeem to contra- 
dict what Commines has advanced, and leave it to 
the reader to decide upon the queſtion. I am not 
here attempting to juſtify Lewis XI. but only to clear 
up the truth as far as I can, ; 
' The king had often propoſed to duke Charles a 
marriage between the dauphin and Mary of Bur- 
gundy. After the duke's death, his firſt care was 
to get it concluded, To that end he wrote to Cra- 
on and the ſtates of Burgundy. Hugonet and Im- 
bercourt renewed the propoſal in the negotiation a- 
bout the ſurrender of Arras. Upon the firſt ru- 
mours of a match between the princeſs of Burgundy 
and Maximilian of Auſtria, ſon of the emperor 
Frederick III. the king wrote to his agents in ſuch 
manner, as leaves no room to doubt how much he 
had this marriage at heart, He ordered Mouy to 
addreſs the city of Lannoy, and promiſed ample re- 
1 wards both to himſelf and all he ſhould employ in 
þ 1] that affair, He adds, that it ever had been and ſtill 
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was his deſire to accompliſh this alliance, and by that 


means unite all theſe. countries to the crown ; that he 


ſhould efteem the bringing this project to a happy iſſue the 
greateſt ſervice that could be done him; that endeavours 
muſt be uſed to prevail with the Flemings to undertake 
the buſineſs, and break off the intended match with Maxi- 
milian ; that he would reward this fervice not only by 
continuing to them their ancient privileges, but by granting 
them new ones, and heaping favours upon them that 
ſhould even exceed their deſires ; that if after all theſe 
offers the Flamings flilt perſiſted in oppoſing the marriage, 
they muſ? be warned of the king*s intention to take poſſeſſion 
of all the provinces that held of the crown, and ts leave 
only what remained to the future huſband of Mary. 
We ſee therefore that Lewis XI. employed both 
offers and menaces to make this affair ſucceed, 
which he had infinitely at heart. Tho' duke Charles 
himſelf had propoſed the marriage of his daughter 
with the dauphin, yet as his averſion to the king was 
why it was not accompliſhed. 6þþ | 
Lewis XPs hatred of Charles was no doubt equal 
to that of which he himſelf was the object; but 


it is by no means likely that it extended to the duke's. 
poſterity. Befides, it is abundantly evident from 


Lewis's whole conduct, that he was not of a temper 
to liſten to his reſentments where they interfered 


with his intereſt, which no prince ever knew better, 
or purſued more ſteadily. It is true, he entered the 


dominions of the young ducheſs at the head of a 


powerful army, becauſe he was determined to begin 
with re-uniting to the crown, ſuch provinces as 


reverted to it upon the duke's death; and this he 
foreſaw would not be ſo eaſy, ſhould he put it off 
till the ducheſs had eſpouſed ſome powerful prince, 
and an enemy to France. Speculative politicians, 
inſtead of examining nicely the kings conduct, pro- 


nounce abſolutely upon the knowledge they have of 


his. 


unſurmountable, that might probably be the reaſon 


ee eee a WT Wie oe 


184 The Hisrony F LEWIS XI. 
his character: and ſuppoſe that a principle of jea- 
louſy with-held him from concluding the marriage, 
as dreading to render his ſon too powerful, by make- 
Ing him at once dauphin and duke of Burgundy. 
Lewis was indeed jealous enough of his authority, 
to entertain an apprehenſion of this kind : It is cer- 
tain however, that he ſincerely deſired the marriage, 
but did not perhaps purſue-the beſt meaſures to ac- 
compliſh it. Thus, tho' he may be juſtified in ſome 
points, he will be ftill expoſed to reproaches on the 
ſide of policy, which however are not thoſe uſually 
charged upon him in the preſent caſe. He knew 
not how to make uſe of his advantages to determine 
Mary's conſent in favour of the dauphin. She was 
of herſelf ſufficiently inclined to this alliance, of a 
mind upright and ſincere, and utterly a ſtranger to 
that refined and falſe policy which is ever ready to 
ſacrifice truth to the deluding promiſes of a vain 
imagination. She had been witneſs to all the ravages 
of a war between the duke her father and the king. 
She was deſirous of preventing a repetition of theſe. 
calamities, of making her ſubjects happy, and of 
forming ſuch an alliance as might ſecure and per- 
petuate their tranquillity. Theſe confiderations de- 
termined her to conſent to the marriage with the 
dauphin, in ſpite of all the efforts of the enemies of 
France, and particularly of madam Hallewin, one 
of her maids of honour, who was continually teazing 
her upon the ſcore of the dauphin's youth, and ſay- 
ing, that a man, and not a boy, was what ſhe wanted 
moſt in her preſent ſituation. 
Lewis was guilty of an irreparable fault in deliver- 
ing up to the ambaſſadors of the ſtates of Ghent the 
letters that proved ſo fatal to Hugonet and Imber- 
court. From that moment he wholly loſt Mary's 


confidence, nor was it ever after in his power to re- 
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Commines feems to cenſure Lewis without juſt 


grounds, when he ſays, that he might have effected 
a marriage between Mary of Burgundy and the 
count of Angouleme. It was the king's intereſt to 
marrv her to the dauphin, but that project not ſuc- 


ceeding, we can never ſure ſuppoſe that he would 
think of matching her with a prince of the blood, 
and thereby rendering him as powerful as had been 


the former dukes of Burgundy, John, Philip, and 
Charles: They had been France's moſt formidable 


enemies; and the king wanted only then to recover 
the provinces which Philip the good had wreſted 


from the crown by the treaty of Arras, It would 
have doubtleſs been greatly to the adyantage of 


France, and of all Europe in general, that the Low 


Countries had been united to the crown. This is 
but too apparent from what has happened ſince. 
But Lewis XI. could not foreſee, that in ſo ſhort a 


| time both his own poſterity and that of the duke 


of Orleans would fail, and the crown come to the 
ſon of the count of Angouleme. In his then cir- 


cumſtances, and apprized of what might happen by 
what he had ſeen already, it was by no means his 
intereſt to promote a marriage between the heireſs. 


of Burgundy and a prince of the blood. It is true, 
the inconveniencies were {till greater in ſuffering 
that ſucceſſion to paſs to Maximilian; but Lewis 


XI. had no proſpe& of ſucceeding for any other 


prince of the blood more. than the dauphin, after 
loſing Mary's confidence, and incurring the hatred 
of the Flemings. He committed, on this occaſion, - 
blunder upon blunder, inaſmuch as after being diſ- 


appointed in his firſt project, he did not turn his 


thoughts to the princeſs Ann, heireſs of Britany. 
The conſequences of this negle& might have proved 


no leſs fatal to France than the loſs of the Low- 


Countries, had not the error been repaired in the 
next reign, The only advantage Lewis drew from 


the 
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the preſent circumſtances of affairs, was to foment 
diviſions in the royal family of England, by per- 
ſuading Edward IV. that the duke of Clarence aſpi- 
red to the alliance of Mary of Burgundy, and that 
the ducheſs dowager promoted his ſuit. Whether 
the duke of Clarence really had ſuch a deſign, or 
that Edward was glad of an opportunity to be re- 
venged for his ſiding with the earl of Warwick, he 


ordered him to be arreſted, The duke of Glouceſter 


projecting the deſtruction of his brothers one after 
another, to pave himſelf a way to the throne, was 
at no ſmall pains to exaſperate Edward {till more 
againſt the duke of Clarence. This unfortunate 
prince was found guilty, and all the favour he could 
obtain of his brother was, to chuſe the manner of 
his death. To avoid appearing on a ſcaffold, he 
deſired to be drowned in a butt of malmſey, which 
was accordingly executed, 3 5 
Lewis to ſecure the Engliſh, was very regular in 
paying the penſions he allowed to the principal men 
at Edward's court: the alliance with the Switzers 
did not prove leſs expenſive; they received this year 
above ſeventy thouſand livres. Theſe extraordinary 
demands upon the publick, did not however hinder 
the king from attending to the other wants of the 
kingdom; he built a bridge over the Charente near 
Coignac, repaired Montaigu, a frontier town of 
Poictou and Britany, and fortified Arras, The 
command of this laſt place was given to John de 
Daillon, who for his dexterity in making the ſer- 
| vices he did his maſter turn to his own profit, had 
the nick-name of Maitre Fean des Habilites, 
The king, when diſpoſed to ſhake off a little the 
fatigue of buſineſs, generally retired to N. Dame de 
la Victoire, near Senlis, where he was raiſing 3 
ſtately palace. But he ſeldom enjoyed any long re- 
poſe. He ſet out for Cambray, which opened it 
gates to him upon aſſurance of having their 4 
EE TH Mee * 
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Jeges confirmed. Whilſt he continued in that town, 
he received the news of his troops having ſurprized 
Tournay, by the intrigues of Oliver le Dain “. 


TH 
This man having perſuaded the king that he could i 1 
do him very conſiderable ſervice by the intelligence 18 
which he held in Ghent, was commiſſioned to repair 168 
thither, He endeavoured to triumph over the bh . 
meanneſs of his original by a haughty carriage, F 4 
which ſeryed only to make him appear more ridicu- i 


— CD SR OT. RACE 


| Quintin, and loaded him with favours. 


ing admitted to audience, he defired, that he might 
have leave to ſpeak in private with the princeſs of 
Burgundy, but was told that it could not be grant- 


ed, Le Dain, who had neither addreſs nor courage 
to bring himſelf off in ſuch a conjunRure, fell into 
contempt ; from contempt they proceeded to me- 
naces, which, putting him in a terrible fright, he 


fled to Tournay. Here he ſtudied by ſome ſervice 
to make amends: for his ill ſucceſs at Ghent. To 
that end he gained over many of the inhabitants, 
and ſent word to Colard de Mouy, who was at 8. 


Quintin, to advance privately towards Tournay. 


Mouy ſent Navarot d'Anglade before, at the head 


town of Thielt, near Courtray, was at firſt barber to 
Lewis XI. whoſe confidence he found means to gain. 


| The king changed his name to le Dain, advanced him to 
the rank of a nobleman, made him gentleman of his bed- 


chamber, captain of the caſtle of Loches, governor of S. 


Le Dain's ad- 
vancement roufed the jealouſy of the courtiers, his inſo- 


| lence created him many enemies, and his crimes made 
him at length fall a facrifice to juſtice and the publick 


hatred, He was hanged in the following reign for have- 
ing abuſed a woman, under promiſe of ſaving her huſ- 
band's life, whom he afterwards cauſed to be ſtrangled. 
Doyac, a man of the ſame character with le Dain and 


his accomplice, had his ears cropped. We ſhall have 


occaſion to ſpeak of him in the ſequel. 


of 


© Oliver the devil, or the bad, a native of the little 


lous in the eyes of his countrymen. *' Upon his be- wb. 
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of ſive and twenty lances, and followed him ſo 
cloſely, that le Dain and the burghers, who were 


in the ſecret, having opened the barrier, 
May 23. he made himſelf maſter of the town be- 
fore the magiſtrates knew of his arrival. 


Le Hein now finding himſelf ſtrongeſt, apprehended 


all whom he thought capable of raiſing any diſtur- 


bance, and ſent them to Paris, where they remained 
priſoners till the King's death. D'Anglade, the 
next day, made an incurſion with his five and 
twenty lances to the very gates of Lannoy. Terror 
ſeized the whole country, the Flemings abandoned 
Mortagne, and the French took poſſeſſion of it. 
Mouay having ſecured Tournay, ſallied out with a 


part of the gariſon and ſome pieces of cannon, 


marched to Leuſe belonging to the duke of Ne- 


mours, and ſurprized the caſtle, which he levelled 


with the ground. The Flemings, by way of re- 
prizals, burnt the caſtle of Chin, which appertained 
to Mouy ; but he falling upon them in their retreat, 
killed a hundred, and took three priſoners, whom 


he ordered to be hanged. Skirmiſhes happened daily 


between the Flemings and the gariſon of Tournay, 
Mean while Lewis was beſieging Bouchain, where 


 Tanneguy du Chatel was flain by a ftroke aimed at 
the king, near whom he ſtood. Lewis greatly re- 


gretted his loſs, and preſſed the place ſo vigorouſly, 
that he carried it by aſſault. Queſnoy held out but 
two days; Aveſne reſiſted longer. 

This place belonged to the Sire d'Albret, who 
was in the ſervice of the king, but Mingoual com- 
manded in it for the princeſs Mary, and Parue!s and 
Culembourg had thrown themſelves into it with 
eight hundred men, reſolving to defend it to the-ut- 
moſt. The king had recourſe to ſtratagem, and in- 
vited theſe two officers to dine with him, under 
pretence of a conference. Dammartin taking ad- 


vantage of this favourable opportunity, gained over 
ſeveral 


g act of barbarity. 
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As they had fired upon the herald ſent to ſummon 
them, the king was reſolved to make an example of 
the place. The inhabitants were all put to the 
ſword, the houſes pillaged, the walls razed, and the 
ditches filled up. The gariſons of Douay, S. Omer, 
and Aire, on the fide of Mary; thoſe of Arras, 
Terrouenne and Bethune for the king, were making 
daily incurſions upon each other, pillaged and burnt 
the caſtles, carried off the cattle, and committed all 
the outrages of a cruel war. Des Querdes and du 
Lude marched againſt S. Omer, and at the firſt aſ- 
ſault, carried one of the bulwarks. But the inha- 


bitants quickly raiſed another, and repaired the 
works faſter than the artillery deſtroyed them. 


Lewis, provoked at this obſtinate reſiſtance, ſent 
word to the governor, whoſe name was Philip, the 
ſon of Anthony, baſtard of Burgundy, that if he 
did not deliver up the place, he would put his fa- 
ther, then a priſoner in the camp, to death before 


his eyes. Philip reply'd, that the loſs of his father 


would be a cruel affliction to him, but that his duty 
was {till dearer, and he thought he knew the king 
too well to fear his diſhonouring himſelf by ſuch an 


If all the ſieges did not prove ſucceſsful, the coun- 


try was not thereby leſs expoſed to ravages; a war 
carried on with equal advantages is only the more 
bloody. Caſſel was burnt ; Dammartin had orders 
| to extend his foragers in ſuch manner as entirely to 
ruin the country. Let your depredations be ſe effeftual, 
| aid the king to him in his letter, as to leave no occa- 
| fron for returning; remember that you are an officer of 
| the crown as well as I, and that if I am king, you are 
| grand-maſler, Lewis XI. thought, that ſuch as 
were in higheſt ſtations in the ſtate, were the moſt 
| bound to ſerve it; and for this reaſon, though he 


was no Way diſpleaſed with an officer, he would, 
notwithſtanding, 


ſeveral of the inhabitants, and ſurprized the town. 
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notwithſtanding, remove him from his poſt, if age 
or other circumſtances rendered him incapable of 
diſcharging it. 

The Flemings wanting a ca to oppoſe againſt 
the French, whoſe intereſt might be nearly con- 
cerned in the ſucceſs of the war, caſt their eyes upon 
Adolphus, duke of Guelders, whom they releaſed 
out of the caſtle of Courtray, where he had been a 
priſoner many years on account of his cruelties to- 
wards his father. They promiſed him the princeſs 
in marriage, if he eould drive the French out of the 
country, and recover Tournay. | 
_ Adolphus, animated by motives ſo powerful, put 
himſelf at their head, and began with burning the 
ſuburbs of Tournay. During the night, Mouy 

and la Sauvagere ſallied out with a thouſand horſe 
and two thouſand foot, and attacked the duke of 
Guelders. The difſentions between the Gantois 
and the citizens of Bruges, who compoſed his army, 
occaſioned their marching with ſo little order and 
caution, that la Sauvagere coming up with only forty 
| lances, broke them at the firſt charge. The duke 
himſelf was killed in the action, a general terror 
ſeized the army, and they were all either ſlain or 
put to flight. 

Ihe Flemings re- aſſembling about two days after 
near Pont d' Eſpiere, to the number of four thouſand, 
Mouy marched againſt them, vanquiſhed them in 
battle, killed twelve hundred, and made nine hun- 
dred priſoners; the reſt took to flight, and periſhed 
_ almoſt all in the Schelc. 

The death of the duke of Guelders decided the 
marriage of Mary of Burgundy, The pretenders to 
this match were, the dauphin, duke Maximilian 
ſon of the emperor Frederick III. John the ſon of 
Adolphus duke of Cleves, and the duke of Guelders. 
We have already ſeen the reaſons of the king's not 
en for the dauphin. As to the duke of 

Clevess 


f | . 
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Cleves's ſon, we are told, the princeſs had an aver- 
ſion to him; inſomuch, that upon the duke of 
Guelders's death, Maximilian found himſelf with- 
out a rival. The two parties united in his favour. 


The Flemings pretended that the princeſs by this 
marriage would do no more than fulfil the inten- 


tions of the late duke her father, who had promiſed 


her to Maximilian, which promiſe had been alſo 
ratified by a letter written by the princeſs herſelf. 


As the king had no longer any hopes of accompliſh- 
ing a-marriage between Mary and the dauphin, he 
ſatisfied himſelf for the preſent with obſtructing as 
far as he could Maximilian's deſigns. He made it 
appear by two letters of the late duke Charles, that 


| he had brought himſelf under engagements to the 
duke of Savoy, after the promiſe made to Maximi- 
lian. But as he had little dependance on theſe re- 
monſttances, he turned his thoughts chiefly to the 
preventing of an alliance between Edward and Maxi- 
milian, whom we ſhall ſoon ſee become France's 


greateſt enemy. 


Guy archbiſhop of Vienne, Oliver le Roux, and 
ſeveral others, were for this purpoſe ſent over into 


England. Edward named commiſſioners on his ſide. 


The money which the king diſtributed very liberally, 


proved more forcible than all the negotiations. The 
greateſt difficulties vaniſhed in an inſtant, and the 


| truce of ſeven years was converted into a treaty of 
peace, to continue during the life of the two kings, 


and for a year after. 
The duke of Britany, informed of this treaty be- 


| tween the king and Edward IV. began to fear he 
might be left without a protector. The difficulties - 
in regard to the form of the oath he was to take to 
| the king, ſtill ſubſiſted. More ſcrupulous in rela- 


tion to the form, than the execution of treaties, he 
was every day demanding new explanations. But 


the preſent neceſſity of his affairs diſſipated all his 


doubts ; 
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doubts ; he ratified and ſwore to the treaty of Senlis, 
and converted it into a league offenſive and defen- 
five. By a private treaty he was releaſed from the 
obligation of ſerving in perſon, or furniſhing ſuc- 
cours, when the king was engaged in any foreign 
war, It deſerves to be remarked of theſe two prin- 


ces, that they conſented to ſwear the treaty upon 
whatever relicks the one ſhould propoſe to the other, 


excepting the body of Jeſus Chriſt, and the croſs of 


8. Lo. What an aſſemblage of ſuperſtition, and 


ſcandalous prevarication ! But notwithſtanding the 
reſerve of this article, the duke ſwore the treaty up- 
on both; two Canons of Angers being appointed to 


carry the croſs of S. Lo to Nantes for that purpoſe, 


Du Bouchage alſo went thither, with the prothono- 
tary John de Montaigu, and John Chambon maſter 
of requeſts, to be preſent at his taking the oath, 


The king, more deſirous than ever to preſerve his 


allies, ſent John Rapin his maſter of the houſhold, 
and Brize one of his gentlemen of the horſe, to re- 
new all former alliances with the duke of Lorain, 
He likewiſe renewed with the Venetians, that amity 


and good underſtanding which their attachment to 


the houſe of Burgundy had very much altered ; and 


deſirous of making one effort more, to break off the 
marriage between the princeſs of Burgundy and 


Maximilian, he ſent Robert Gaguin, general of the 


Order of Trinitarians, into Germany, with powers 


to aſſume the character of ambaſſador, if he found 
any probability of ſucceeding in the negociation, 
He had orders to repreſent to the electors the alli- 
ances that had ever ſubſiſted between the empire and 
the kings of France; and to tell them, that the 
heireſs of Burgundy being of the blood of France, 
and a ſubject of the king, the laws of the realm 
permitted her not to marry without conſent of her 


Gaguin 


2 
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Gaguin went to Cologn where he underſtood that 
Maximilian was to ſtop. He preſented his creden- 
tials to the duke of Juliers, who made anſwer, that 
he had already paſſed his word to Maximilian, and 


therefore could not go back with honour. Gaguin 


concluded from the duke of Juliers reply, that it 


would be in vain to preſent his credentials to the 
other princes; ſo left Cologn the ſame day with 


Maximilian. 


The Flemings were obliged to be at the expence | 
of their new prince's journey, who Was as poor as 


the emperor his father was covetous. Maximilian 


made his entrance into Ghent, followed by the 


electors of Treves and Mentz, the marquiſſes of 


Brandenburg and Baden, the dukes of Saxony and | 


Bavaria, and the greateſt part of the 


I princes of the empire, The day after he Aug. 18. | 
was married to the ducheſs of Burgundy. 


During theſe preparations for the nuptials of Mary 


and Maximilian, Flanders was the theatre of a 


moſt cruel and bloody war, Orchies, Freſne, S. Sa- 


veur, Marchiennes, Harbec, and St. Amand were 


reduced to aſhes. 


As the king ſuſpected, that the ſubmiſſion of the 


Burgundians would not prove ſo firm as it had been 
$ ſpeedy, he took care to ſet over that province, men 


whoſe fidelity he could rely on. Craon had been 


appointed governor of it, with power to aſſemble 


the ſtates, to command the attendance of the nobi- 


lity, to convoke the ban and arriere-ban of the pro- 


vinces of Dauphine, Lyonnois, Fores, Beaujolois and 
Champagne ; and to puniſh or pardon, as he ſhould 


find it moſt for his maſter's intereſt. Philip de 


Hothberg, at that time the eldeſt of the houſe of 


| Baden, was made marſhal of Burgundy ; Philip Pot 


was appointed preſident of the parliament inſtituted 
by letters of the 18th of March, and which was to 
conſiſt of the moſt conſiderable men of the province. 

Vor. II. K John 
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John de Damas was continued in the government of 
Macon, and ſix gentlemen were appointed to ſerve 
under him. All appeared quiet in the province of 
Burgundy when John de Chalon prince of Orange 
revolted to the party of the ducheſs with the ſame 
precipitation as he had before quitted it. He had 
flattered himſelf with the hopes of being put in poſ- 


ſeſſion of Franche-Comté, and that the king would 
content himſelf with the bare ſovereignty of that 
province. Lewis was not fond of having his ſub- 
jects too powerful: Finding the prince of Orange 


already very conſiderable by his great poſſeſſions, he 


thought it ſufficient to appoint him lieutenant- gene- 
ral of it under Craon. The prince of Orange could 
not brook ſubjection to a man whom he looked up- 


on as much his inferior. He therefore united with 
John of Cleves, reſolving to drive the French out 
of the Comte. Many of the gentlemen of the coun- 


try were ftill warmly attached to the princeſs Mary, 
ſome openly, others waited only an opportunity to 


declare themſelves. | | | 5 
The two brothers Claudius and William de Vau- 


drey, gave the ſignal of revolt, got together ſome 


troops, joined the prince of Orange, and to inſpire 


confidence into their party by ſome ſucceſs, ſeized 


Veſoul, Rochfort and Auxonne, .. 
Craon, deſirous to ſtifle the revolt in its birth, 
endeavoured to recover Veſoul, but he was unhap- 
pily ſurprized in an ambuſcade. Vaudrey made 
choice of a very dark night, ſallied out with all the 
trumpets of the gariſon, diſperſed them in ſeveral 


places, and ordered the charge to be ſounded on all 


ſides. Craon imagining he was ſurrounded, thought 
of nothing but how to make his eſcape. Vaudrey, 
attentive to all his motions, fell ſuddenly upon the 
French, whoſe retreat now became a general rout. 
A great number of them were ſlain upon the ſpot ; 
the reſt were either maſſacred by the peaſants in their 


flight, 
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flight, or drowned in the Saone. Craon eſcaped to 


Grey. The king was ſo exaſperated by this loſs, 


that he wrote to Craon to endeavour to get the 
prince of Orange into his hands, and cauſe him to 


be either hanged or burnt. He was proceeded 


- againſt as a traitor, and hanged in effigy in all the 


towns of Burgundy. 15 
Mean while the king ordered ſome troops to ad- 


vance againſt the Comtois, who had entered Bur- 
aac The Switzers, not caring to have the 
French for their neighbours, ſuffered all to paſs 


quietly that were inclined to join the rebels. The 
the king cauſed their penſions to be regularly paid, 
and they had ſigned at Lucern the 25th of April, a 


treaty by which they ſtood engaged not to obſtruct 


the king in any manner in proſecuting his claim, to 


| the F ranche-comte, they, notwithſtanding ſigned 


another at Zurich with the ducheſs of Burgundy. 
The canton of Lucern avoided being concerned in 
it, and was very forward in renewing to the king 


proteſtations of the moſt inviolable attachment, aſ- 


ſuring him that the proceedings of the aſſembly at 


Zurich, were not, in any reſpect, contrary to the 
alliances ſworn with France; nay, that a proclama- 
tion had been publiſhed through all the cantons, for- 
bidding the ſubjects of the republick, under pain of 
co of body and goods, to carry arms againſt 
the king. | | | 
Notwithſtanding all theſe aſſurances of fidelity, 


the proclamation was but ill obſerved. A great 


number of Switzers were in the prince of Orange's 


pay, who, little regarding the imaginary penalties 
pronounced againſt him by the king, had driven 
the French out of Franche-comte. There now only 
remained to them in that province the town of 
Grey, which Hugo de Chalons, ſirnamed Chateau- 
Guyon, reſolved to beſiege. He was already on 


his way with a body of cavalry, and expected the 
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infantry to join him, Craon gave him not time to 
draw his troops together, but marched out to attack 
him. The charge was vigorous, and the victor 

warmly diſputed, but, at length, Chateau-Guyon 
was defeated, loſt twelve hundred of his men, and 
remained himſelf a priſoner, 

Marigni intending to revenge the defeat of Cha- 

teau-Guyon, entered Charolois, burnt the ſuburbs 
of S. Gengou, and made himſelf maſter of a few 
ſmall towns. This flight ſucceſs rouzed the party 
of the ducheſs in Dijon, One named Chretiennot 
took up arms for her, and was upon the point of 
rendering himſelf maſter of the town. The ſedition 
of the metropolis ſoon communicated itſelf to the 
other cities of the province, The magiſtrates of 


Chalons were beginning to treat with Toulongeon, 


who was at their gates, when Damas, governor of 


Maconnois haſtening thither, 1 the intended 


defection. 

Craon having thus, by good fortune, recovered 
the towns he had loſt in Charolois, re- entered 
Franche-comte, ſurprized a party of the gariſon of 
Dole in an ambuſcade, and flew eight hundred of 


them. This ſucceſs determined him to form the 
ſiege of that place. It was defended by a body of 


Switzers, in open violation of treaties, and the ſo- 
lemn declarations they had ſo lately made. Mont- 
baillon was governor of the town, and the gariſon 
was commanded by a burgher of Bern. Craon bat- 
tered the place continually for eight days together, 
and without examining Whether the breach was 
large enough, ordered two aſſaults to be given, in 
which the French were repulſed, with the loſs of 
above a thouſand men. A report prevailing at the 
fame time, that the Switzers were on their march 
to relieve the place, the beſiegers were ſeized with 
terror. Craon decamped fo haſtily, that he left all 


his cannon behind him; whereupon the two bro- 


thers 
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thers taking advantage of the diſorder of the French, 
fell upon them in their retreat, and entirely routed 
them. 1 Oh 


The conſternation was general, The enemy | 


marched immediately to Grey, The town was 
ſtrongly fortified, and defended by Salazar a brave 

and experienced officer. They would have found 
it no eaſy taſk to get poſſeſſion of the place, had not 
treachery come in for a ſhare in the attempt. The 
Vaudreys gained over the inhabitants, and were fa- 
voured in their approach by a loud wind that drown- 
ed the noiſe of their march. Sixty of the boldeſt of 
the troops, ſcaled the walls in different places, and 


feizing one of the gates, opened it to the reſt. In 


a moment the ſtreets were filled with enemies. The 


fight was maintained in the dark, The French 


finding themſelves attacked both by the ſoldiers and 
 townſmen, to be revenged of the treachery of the 
inhabitants, ſet fire to the city, and broke thorough 
the flames. Salazar retired into the caſtle with a 
hundred men. Such of the French as endeavoured 
to make their eſcape by flight, fell in with the ene- 
my's cavalry, and were almoſt all cut to pieces. 


This misfortune, though great, might have been 
attended with ftill more fatal conſequences, and 


drawn after it the loſs of all that the king poſſeſſed 
in Burgundy, had not Maximilian, that he might 


be at leiſure to ſtrengthen himſelf in his new domi- 


nions, made overtures of peace, He pro- 


poſed to the king to terminate all their Ang. 27. 


differences by a treaty. Lewis replied that he had 
taken up arms only in defence of his own rights ; 
that the princeſs Mary with-held ſeveral provinces 
belonging to the crown; that ſhe was in poſſeſſion 
of others, for which ſhe was bound to do homage, 
and that he was ready to agree to a peace, provided 
It was ſuch a one as did not interfere with the rights 
of his crown, e NY 
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The king, to manifeſt the ſincerity of his inten- 
tions, nominated the chancellor Doriole, Philip Pot 
lord de la Roche, Crevecœur, Bitche, and Boutil- 

lac, who repaired to Lens, and concluded 
Sept. 8. a truce with Maximilian's commiſſioners, 

without however determining the preciſe 
length of time, as ſuppoſing that a peace would very 
ſoon follow. It appeared that neither Burgundy 
nor Franche-comte were comprehended in the truce, 
which left the —F at liberty to turn all his forces 
on that ſide, 


Lewis ſtill more diſſatisfied with the condulh of : 
the lord de Craon than his ill ſucceſs, deprived him 
of his government, and baniſhed him the court. 


He was accuſed of paying a greater regard to his 


on intereſt than the concerns of his maſter. Ava- 


rice was his predominant paſſion, and it is well 
known into what diſhonourable ſteps that principle 
will often lead a man. He retired to his country - 
ſeat, poſſeſſed of ſuch enormous wealth, as was but 
too glaring a proof of his guilt. The king gave 
the government of Burgundy to Charles de Char- 
mont d' Amboiſe, equally reſpected for his probity, 
his diſintereſtedneſs, and his valour. Lewis wrote 
to the eſtates of Burgundy, to aſſure them, that he 
would never ſuffer that province to be again ſepa- 
rated from the crown, profeſſing at the ſame time 
ſo great a confidence in their fidelity, that he told 
them he intended to recall the Franc-archers. 
Theſe armaments, and the expence the king was 
obliged to be at to continue the war, or maintain 
peace, if his negotiations for that end ſucceeded, 
hindered his furniſhing the ſuccours which he had 
promiſed to Alphonſo king of Portugal, who was 
ſtill in France. Lewis took care that he ſhould be 
treated with the greateſt reſpect, but, at the ſame 
time, gave him to underſtand, that he was in no 
5 condition to keep his word with him, nay, that the 


neceſlity 
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neceſſity of his affairs even obliged him to acknow- 
ledge Ferdinand and Ifabella for king and queen of 
Caſtile. Alphonſo, who was a witneſs of the king's 
ſituation, admitted his excufes, yielded to neceſſity, 
and reſolved to turn monk. He imparted his de- 
ſign to his ſon, urged him to take poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, retired, and concealed himſelf with ſo 
much care, that it was generally believed he had 
_ croſſed the fea, and was gone for Feruſalem ; a kind 
of devotion that ſtill continued faſhionable even in 
thoſe days. He was afterwards diſcovered in a vil- 
lage near Honfleur, and given to know from the 
king, that there was a neceſſity for his leaving the 
kingdom. A tax was levied in Normandy to defray 


the expence of his voyage; and Antony de Foudras, 
maſter of the king's houſhold, was appointed to take 


charge of the .imbarkation, 
The king's reſolution of acknowledging Ferdi-- 

nand and Iſabella, was owing to the intelligence he 

received from the protonotary Lucena, and John 


Lopez de Valdo Maſſo his penſioners in Caſtile, 


that Mary and Maximilian were treating with Fer- 


dinand, who had conſented to abandon the alliance 


of France, provided he might have equally advan- 
tageous conditions from them. He knew further, 


that Ferdinand intended a match between the prince 


of Wales and his daughter Iſabella princeſs of Aſtu- 


rias, though ſhe had been already promiſed to the 
prince of Capua, ſon of Ferdinand king of Naples. 


All that was required of Edward was, to furniſh the 
king of Caſtile with ſuccours againſt France and Por- 


tugal. But the king's addreſs broke all the meaſures 


of his enemies. Beſides, after the duke of Burgun- 
dy's death, there was no prince but dreaded to be at 
variance with him. His arms made him formidable 
abroad ; the examples he had made of the conſtable 
de S. Pol and ſome others, kept his ſubjects in awe z 
and the execution of the duke of Nemours which 
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happened this year, gave the finiſhing ſtroke to the 
eſtabliſhing of his authority, and effectually ſtifled 
all ſpirit of revolt. 1 


James d' Armagnac duke of Nemours, was the 
ſon of Bernard d' Armagnac count de la Marche, 


who had been governor to Lewis XI. This prince 


out of a reſpect for the father, had loaded the ſog 


with favours. He had granted him in marriage his 


couſin the daughter of the count du Maine; entruſted 


him with the command of armies, and honoured him 
with the title of duke and peer; a dignity ſo much 
the more conſiderable, as it had hitherto been granted 


to none but princes of the blood, and even very ſpa- 
ringly to them. 


The duke of Nemours repayed the 
king with the blackeſt ingratitude. 


good. I find in a manuſcript chronicle, that he 
propoſed to du Lau to kill the king. He leagued 
with the count d' Armagnac, and joined the party 


of the duke of Guyenne: the conſtable's accuſers, 


and the conſtable bimſelf charged Nemours. He 
Was ever engaged in deſigns that ſtood in need of a 
pardon, and the leaſt of all men deſerved it. After 


having obtained it ſeveral times, he was obliged to 
purchaſe it once more by renouncing the privileges 


of duke and peer. He was afterwards accuſed of 
having engagements in England, and with other 
enemies of the ſtate, and of forming a deſign to im- 
priſon the king, kill the dauphin, and divide the 


kingdom. — -The king, Weary of exerciſing | 
his clemency to no purpoſe, ordered the duke 
to be arreſted at Carlat. The 


ducheſs, who then lay in, was ſo alarmed at the 
news, that ſhe died immediately upon it. Nemours 
was conducted to the Baſtile, and ſhut up in a cage. 
The count de Beaujeu, the chancellor, Boufile-le- 
Juge governor of Rouſſillon, Montaigu, and ſeveral 
preſidents. and counſellors in parliament, were no- 

Lig: N 1 minated 


He was one of 
the firſt to declare himſelf in the war of the public 
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minated to prepare the indictment. When the ar- 


ticles againſt him were drawn up, the king ordered 


them to be read before him, and wrote to the prin- 


cipal cities of the kingdom to ſend deputies to aſſiſt 
at the trial. Being informed that the duke of Ne- 
mours had been ſuffered to come out of his cage 


when he was interrogated, he blamed the indulgence 


of the judges, ordered the priſoner to be interrogat- 
ed in his cage, commanded him to be put upon the 


rack, and preſcribed himſelf the form of his exa- 


mination. 


Nemours no longer Pra be that his ruin was 


reſolved on, had recourſe, to ſubmiſſions. | He im- 
plored the king's clemency, and begged that his 


children might not be diſhonoured by the infamous 


puniſhment of their father. Lewis XI. was inflexible 


when he had once ſet his heart upon vengeance ; the 
duke of Nemours was condemned to loſe his head, 
and was accordingly executed before the town-hall “. 95 


Never was execution performed with greater ſolem- 
nity. Nemours was conducted to the place of puniſh- 
ment upon a horſe covered with black, the chamber 


where he confeſſed himſelf was hung with black; a 


new ſcaffold was erected, tho' there was one always 
ſtanding in the place; and the criminal's children 


were placed under him, that their, father's blood 


might run down upon them. The confiſcated eſ- 


tates of the duke of Nemours were divided among 


his judges and the king's fayourites, as Peter de 


| Bourbon, Boufile· le „Juge, Lenoncourt, Commines, 


and ſome others, The king at the ſame timg gave 
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to du Lude the co C 1 fiſcated lands that had belonged 
to the prince of Orange. The principality itſelf 


was re united to Dauphinf, and Werſung appointed 
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governor of it. Lewis XI. hoping to ward off con- 
ſpiracies, by raiſing diſtruſt among thoſe concerned 
in them, publiſhed an edi, importing, that all 
who had any knowledge of deſigns againſt the 
king, queen, or dauphin, and did not immediately 
diſcover them, ſhould be reputed accomplices, and 
puniſhed as ſuch. This edict was afterwards made 
uſe of to condemn M. de Thou, tho? then almoſt - 
univerſally forgotten, nay, unknown to the greateſt 
part of the judges themſelves, and only revived to 
gratify the hatred of a miniſter, _ 
= Lewis in the beginning of this year, 
1478. treated with Bernard de la Tour about 
Eafter, his claim to the county of Bologn. 
ar.28, Philip duke of Burgundy had ſeized it in 
Fan, 3. 1419. Lewis having recovered it laſt 
campaign, might have kept it by right 
of conqueſt, The houſe of la Tour had never been 
actually poſſeſſed of it; but as Bernard was by the | 
mother's ſide deſcended from the ancient counts f 
Auvergne, and had therefore ſome claims upon the 
county in queſtion ; the king gave him in exchange 
that of Lauraquais of equal value. Some months 
after he did homage for it to the holy virgin in the 
church of Boulogn-ſurmer, made an offering of a 
golden heart weighing thirteen Marcs, and ordain- 
ed by letters patents dated in April at Heſdin, that 
his ſucceſſors ſhould do the fame homage, accom- 
panying it with a like offering. gh 
Maximilian who by his marriage was now be- 
come the natural enemy of France, might have pro- 
ved no leſs formidable than the late duke Charles, 
had he been ſupported by the Engliſh. But the 
money which Lewis diſtributed very liberally a- 
mong them, made them pay little or no regard to 
the ſollicitations of an indigent prince. Edward, led 
by gratitude, or rather his intereſt, and hoping to 
draw new contributions from the ſame 9 age 
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Howard and Tonſtal with Dr. Langton to the 
court of France. They were impowered to concert 


the late truce, which was to continue for a year af- 


ter the death of the two kings, into a treaty of 


eace. | 
. The king, defirous to draw from the ambaſſadors 
the ſecret of their inſtructions, employed Boufile-le- 


Juge to ſift them on that head. Hiſtorians hence- 
forward ſtile him the count de Caſtres, the king 
having beſtowed that county upon him, which was 
a part of the confiſcated eſtate of the duke of Ne- 
mours. The count de Caſtres managed Dr. Lang- 
ton with ſo much art, that he ſoon diſcovered that 


Edward had nothing ſo much at heart as the marriage 


| of the princeſs Elizabeth his daughter with the dau- 
phin ; that Haſtings, Edward's favourite, was wholly 
in the intereſt of France; but that ſeveral of the no- 


bility murmured at the king's deferring ſo long the 
payment of Margaret's ranſom. fs | 
Lewis immediately ordered ten thoufand crowns 
to be paid down on the ſcore of the ranſom. Ed- 
ward, who was often in want of money, more 
on account of his expenſive Pleaſures, than the exi- 


. gencies of the ſtate, received this ſupply ſo ſeaſona- 


bly, and the gratitude of princes on theſe occaſions 
is generally ſo warm, that he wrote to his ambaſſa- 


dors to finiſh the peace. Lewis having nothing to- 


fear from the Engliſh, turned his thoughts towards 


the Liegeois and the German princes, whom he en- 

deavoured to gain over to his fide againſt Maxi- 
Jlegeois had not yet forgotten their 

late calamities ; they repreſented the ruined ſtate of 


milian, The 


their country, and their towns incapable of defence ; 
that their lands were held of the emperor, Maxi- 
milian's father; that they had been already ſum- 
moned to furniſh ſupplies to that prince, and if they 
dared to declare againſt him, muſt expect to be put 


under the ban of the empire; that the only favour 
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they could hope for, was the being allowed to ob- 
ſerve a neuttality, by which they might perhaps in 
time recover their loſſes, and find themſelves i in a 
capacity of ſerving France. The king was not ſa- 
tisfied with this anſwer, and altho' he had ſcarce 
any pretence for demanding aid of the Liegeois, af- 
ter having abandoned them ſo ſhamefully in their 
misfortunes, he ordered them to be told, that there 
had always been a ſtrict alliance between the ſtates 
of Liege and the kings of France; whereas the 
three laſt dukes of Burgundy had been the ravagers 
and deſtroyers of their country; that therefore they 
ought not to ſtand neuter in the preſent quarrel; 
that there was an abſolute neceſſity for their declare- 
ing themſelves, and thar one of the two they muſt 
chuſe, cither his protection or his reſentment. 


Mean while the king treated with the count de 


Montbelliard, who agreed to receive the French in- 
to his eſtates, in conſideration. of fix thouſand livres. 
The duke of Wirtemberg gave it alſo under his 


hand, to declare for France. Duke Sigiſmund of 


Auſtria, to whom the king allowed a penſion, 
wanted, if poſſible, to preſerve it without declaring 
againſt Maximilian, and to that end offered himſelf 


as a mediator between the two princes z. but before , 1 
g ary farther, with him, ſaid the king 85 1 muſt, know | 


whether be will be my friend. F 
The emperor F rederic. wrote about 


Feb. 6. ; the, ſame time a, letter to the king, in 

3 which he complained of His leizing 1 upon, 
Cambray, and ſubſtituting there, the Flower- de- 
Luce in room of the Imperial Eagle: that he had 
entered Franche-comte, in a hoſtile manner, and 
turned his arms againſt ſome towns that, were held 
of the Empire; Which he coul pt but look; upon 


as a violation of the ep that had ſo long ſub- 


ſiſted between. the kings of France and the emperors 
of Ge rmany ; that as for him 480 the duke Maxi- 
milian 
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milian his ſon, they deſired nothing ſo much as 
peace; but that if this could not be obtained, he 


took God and men to witneſs that he was compelled 


to enter upon a war, being reſolved to defend to the 
utmoſt of his power the rights of his ſon, his own, 
and thoſe of the empire. 

The king wrote back to the emperor, that he 


thought it injurious to reproach bim with having 


violated ancient alliances, and ſtill more to declare 


war againſt him after all the ſervices which the em- 
perors had received of the kings of France: that it 
became an emperor rather to cheriſh and maintain 
peace among Chriſtian princes, and to unite with, 


them againſt Infidels. 
Theſe letters on both ſides were no more than a 
vain parade of frivolous expoſtulations, which no 


way tended to adjuſt the intereſts in queſtion, and 
produced no good effect. The emperor, without 


coming to an open rupture with France, furniſhed 
Maximilian with troops ; and the king, ſecure of 


the Engliſh and Switzers, prepared to defend his 

195 and perhaps to regulate them by his ſucceſs. 
Lewis, who never made war but when conſtrained 
to it, readily. complied with the offers of thoſe who 


courted his alliance, He entered into a treaty with 
Philip of Savoy, and granted him conſiderable pen- 


ſions, upon his agreeing to ſign the articles of the 
edit publiſhed the December before, ordaining that 


all who had any knowledge of plots or conſpiracies 
ſhould give immediate notice of them to the king. 
Philip ſwore to ſerve the king againſt all his enemies, 


and Maximilian by name, the mouſe of. Savoy being 


alone excepted. . 

Lewis at the ſame time gave to Antony, baſtard 
of Burgundy, the county of 1 cr Reel nt, the chatel- 
lany of Bapaume, and the city of ouch ain. Pre- 
ſents ſo conſiderable, tho granted out of the new 
conqueſts, rouzed the zeal of the parliament, who, 

at 
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renewed the oppoſition they had before made in 


ple, inaſmuch as they obliged the king to borrow of 
his ſubjects, or impoſe taxes upon them. Yet muſt 


expences had the publick good in view, and eſpe- 
elally the preſervation of his ſubjects; which made 
Molinet, duke Maximilian's hiſtorian ſay, that 


_ eaſily perceived that he could not with any face of 
reaſon ſtretch that of the reverſion, in reſpect of ſe- 
veral provinces, ſo far as he deſired. This put him 


duke Charles, and proſecuting him for the crime of 


as examples the proceſs between king Philip the 
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at the ſollicitation of ſome that were about the king, 


1470 to ſuch like alienations, proteſting againſt all 
the king ſhould do contrary to the tenor of that op- 
poſition. 1 
In reality theſe exceſſive liberalities could not be 
ſupported but to the hurt and prejudice of the peo- 


it be owned at the ſame time, that if we except his 
offerings in point of devotion, which were beyond 
meaſure burdenſome and extravagant, all his other 


Lewis had rather loſe ten thouſand crowns, than 
riſk the life of an archer. 5 . 

The king, who was deſirous that all his enter- 
prizes might appear founded on ſome juſt claim, 


upon the deſign of attacking the memory of the late 


rebellion and felony. As the intended proceſs re- 
garded the peerdoms of Burgundy, Flanders, and 
Artois, the king, that he might ſet out at firſt with 
at leaſt ſome appearance of juſtice and moderation, 
offered to the duke and ducheſs of Auſtria, to refer 
the matter to the judgment of the peers, who were 
the natural judges of the preſent cauſe. He adduced 


Hardy, and Charles king of the Two Sicilies, about 
the ſucceſſion of Alphonſo count of Poitiers; that 
between Charles the Fair and Eudeduke of Burgun- 
dy, in relation to the appenage of Philip the Long, 
which Eude pretended was his inheritance in right 
N © Mag 


: - Ls Ss 
Eire wa AP na 1 


Pw 


= 


WWW 


The HIsTOoRY of LEWIS XI. 207 


of his wife that king's daughter; and laſtly between 


Charles V. and Philip duke of Orleans. 
The king propoſed to the duke and duchefs, that 


they ſhould be preſent in perſon at the aſſembly, or 


ſend ſome thither in their name, to defend their 
rights. The Pope, the king of the Romans, and 


the Electors of the Empire were invited to ſend de- 
uties to it, provided the affair was decided in 
Finance, becauſe the laws of the realm did not allow 


of its being tried elſewhere.  _ 1 
Theſe offers being rejected, as it was natural to 
foreſee they muſt, a criminal proceſs was begun 
againſt the memory of the late duke 

Charles. The articles of the charge May 11. 
traced things a great way back. They : 
recounted all that had paſſed under the reigns of 


Charles VI. and Charles VII; the murder of the 
duke of Orleans, the introduction of the Engliſh 


into France, the alliances of the dukes of Burgundy 
with them, the proſcription of the Dauphin, the 
devaſtations, maſſacres, and all the horrors to which 
the kingdom had been expoſed. Next were men- 


tioned the war of the publick good, and the treaties 
of Conflans and Peronne. This laſt was in a par- 
ticular manner inſiſted on, and repreſented as the 


effect of conſtraint and perfidy, great pains being 
taken to ſhow that the duke had violated his pro- 


miſe. A detail likewiſe was given of all that paſſed. 


at Peronne, with a copy of the ſafe- conduct ſent to 


the king by duke Charles. It may be proper to ob- 


ſerve, that the original itſelf, as it has been ſince 
found, differs greatly from the letter inſerted in the 


| verbal proceſs, I ſhall here give a faithful tranſcript 
CC 


SIR 
Beg leave to offer my moſt humble reſpects to you, and 


1 Bkewiſe to thank you for ſending the cardinal(Balue) | 


who 
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who has told me of your defire of having an interview 

with me; which TI eſteem a great honour, and return 
my warmeſt acknowledgments for. I have ſignified to 
him my intententions in regard to that and other matters, 
which you may, if you think proper, inform yourſelf 
about, I give you full aſſurance of an entire liberty both 
of coming and returning ; and humbly requeſt, that you 
will be pleaſed to recerve my meſſages by the cardinal in 
the fail friendly manner as they were delivered, for 
which I refer you to himſelf. Pray Heaven your life 
may be long and happy. Written by the hand of your 
mM of humble and moſt obedient fubj ect, 
ChARLES. 


The letter inſerted in the verbal proceſs, is diffe- 
rent from that given above, and expreſſes the ſafe- 
conduct in terms much more ſtrong and obligatory. 

 T fwear and promiſe, ſays the duke, upon my faith and 
honour, that you may come, abide and return in full ſe- 
curity, and at your pleaſure; which liberty is here given 
without reftriflion or reſerve, and to aſſure you that no 
pretences ſhall be uſed to-detain either yourſelf or any be- 
longing to you, let what will happen. In witneſs whereof | 
1 have writ and ſigned this with my own hand. Pe- 

vonne, the 8th of October, 1468, Your moſt humble 


and obedient furor, 
_ CHARLEs, 


Ane and Baldwin baſtards of Burgundy, An- 
tony and Philip de Crevecceur, Bitche and Fere de 
Cluny atteſted, that this laſt letter was written with 
the duke of Burgundy's own hand. Bitche added, 
that he had ſeen him write it, and that he was him- 
ſelf the perſon who delivered it to the meſſenger. 
We muſt therefore ſuppoſe, either that the duke 
wrote two letters upon the ſame ſubject, which is 
by no means probable ; fs that the letter he ſent 
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that this inſerted in the verbal proceſs was forged. 
A ſuit proſecuted with ſo much animoſity and paſſion, 
as this now under conſideration, affords but too juſt 
grounds, to ſuſpect the papers made uſe of on that 
occaſion. 

Although duke Charles had ſome ground of com- 


_ plaint againſt the king, it is nevertheleſs certain, 
that he may be truly charged with a violation of the 


law of nations at Peronne. Among the crimes 
wherewith he was reproached, the greateſt ſtreſs 
was laid upon ſuch as tended to render his memory 


odious. He was charged with having been an ac- 


complice of Ithier, of Hardy, of the Conſtable, and 


of the duke of Nemours. The duke of Burgundy 


had indeed been partly embarked in ſeveral of theſe 
plots; which gave ſome colour of probability to the 


= fictitious crimes charged upon him. Some of the 
articles, however, were ſo extravagant and unrea- 


ſonable, that they could only ſerve to weaken the 


force of thoſe which had a juſt foundation, Thus 


it was made criminal in the ducheſs to have written 


letters to the ſtates of Burgundy, after her father's 


death, and to have ſought the alliance of the Swit- 


zers, as if it was not allowable in a ſovereign prin- 


ceſs to make ſuch treaties as ſhe ſhould find moſt for 
her intereſt, 

During the proſecution of this ſuit, the king was 
upon the frontiers endeavouring to gain over the go- 
vernors of ſome of the towns. But that he might 
not confine himſelf wholly to the way of negotia- 
tion, he ordered Conde to be inveſted. This town 
covered Valenciennes, and he earneſtly deſired to 
make himſelf maſter of it, as it would ſecure his 
conqueſts in Hainault. Mingoual defended the place 
with three hundred men, all good troops. The king 
inveſted it, and charged Mouy to cut off the com- 


munication with Valenciennes, an uſeleſs precaution, 


becauſe. the hatred ſubiing between Mingoval and 
Gabe 
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Galiot governor of Valenciennes, was a ſufficient ſe- 
curity againſt their mutually aiding each other, 
The people are but too often the victims of theſe low 
perſonal quarrels. The town was ſoon obliged to 
capitulate. Several Germans went over to the king's 
fide, but nothing could ſhake the fidelity 'of Min- 
goual, who immediately upon the ſurrender of the 
i #374 place withdrew to Maximilian. The king conti- 
1 nued the inhabitants in the enjoyment of their pri- 
_ vileges, ordered the town to be repaired, put a gari- 
ſon into it, and left it the ſame dax. 
Ihe caſtles of Frelon and Boſſu ſurrendered upon 
the firſt ſummons. A general conſternation ran 
through the country, and the king might have puſhed 
his conqueſts a great way, had not Maximilian ſpee- 
dily aſſembled his army. Detachments were then | 
fent out on both ſides to make incurſions; the ad- 
vantages were pretty near equal, which ſerved only Þ 
to heighten the calamities of the country. Boſſu | 
and Trelon were retaken. The French abandoned | 
and burnt Chateau-de-Ville. The king ſuſpecting 
that Maximilian had a deſign upon Conde, ordered 
Mouy to aſſemble all the inhabitants in the principal 
1 church, under pretence of offering thanks to God 
for a victory juſt obtained. Mean while the ſoldiers 
11 pillaged the city, loaded ſome boats with the moſt 
+: oi valuable part of the booty, and burnt the reft, The 
AM gariſon of Montagne acted the ſame treacherous part 
in that city. . V 
__ Galiot ſallied out of Valeneiennes with eight thou- 
ſand men, and made an incurſion as far as the gates 
of Queſnoy. Dammartin provoked at this bravado, 
fell upon the enemy, and drove them back till he 
was even within fight of Maximilian, The prince 
aſtoniſhed at an action ſo full of boldneſs, ſent the 
count de Chimay to the king, with propoſals of 
peace. Lewis, who depended ſtill more upon nego- 


tiation than arms, received Chimay very favourably. 15 
| 1 | | e 
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Beſides, he began to entertain ſome ſuſpicion of the 
Venetians, on account of the peace they had lately 
concluded with Sigiſmund duke of Auſtria, The 
Switzers too ſeemed to be jealous of the king's con- 
queſts; and the ducheſs dowager of Burgundy was 
inceſſantly ſolliciting her brother Edward IV. to 
declare againſt France. Edward had no intention 
to comply, but he artfully made uſe- of the preſent 


conjuncture to draw continual ſupplies of money from: 


the king, 
All theſe circumſtances made Lewis extremely de- 


firoys of peace. The inhabitants of Cambray, after 


the king's admiſſion into that place, were ſo well 


ſatisfied with their treatment, and the manner in 
which the king governed them, that of their own 
accord they paſſed an act, in which they acknow- 


ledged their having been formerly a part of the 
realm of France; that they were then treated with 
= juſtice and clemency ; ; that ever ſince their ſepara- 
tion from it, they had been expoſed to all manner 


of oppreſſion and violence, without receiving the 


leaſt redreſs from the emperors; and that for theſe 


reaſons they might again put themſelves under the 


juriſdiction of the king. 

Lewis, to ſhew his gratitude to the ihebingtn 
of Cambray for this teſtimony of their good will, 
and willing at the ſame time to ſatisfy the emperor 


in regard to his complaints, ordered that the Impe- 


rial Eagle ſhould be again replaced, where- ever the 


Flower · de-Luce had been ſet up, and reſtored the 


inhabitants to their liberty, without any other con- 


dition on their part than that of obſerving an d 


neutrality, and owning his ſovereignty 


and juriſdiction. The king afterwards June 10. | 


agreed with Chimay upon a truce of ten 
Gays, which was prolonged for a year. 


By this treaty Lewis engaged to reſtore to Maxi- 


milian all | that he had conquered in n Hainault and 


W : ; 3 2 2 
2 We — << Hh u 
Coen DR Eur IR” 
men * 1 *y 
"3 0 p 4 2 
D ² 1 ͤͤg ... en ore EE > - * 
— — SD — nee — x ee 
— — 
. — _ — 
— — — — 


— 


— 
3 — — ———ᷓ— — ng ov — 
— — — — 


* 

— 

at” 
* 
* : 2 
P 


2 9 5 
- — I -— * r * * Pp * * _ . — — 
5 ar 4 —— Ss 
4 Þ —_ * of — Pa. % bh 
> * 4 RT, _ "mm 5 . 
— * Oo 4 22 * >, 2 D 
7 REES — - S -) 2 9 ny 
+ * & 2. = - — 
"I; [od s 2 N _ —— — 
e IF : 
r 4.3 br ps” 4 


th. — * 7 
, __ 2 8 
— 3 
—— 
| r 
* * _ "IA K = * 2 r = 7 
2 _ 9 N . = — > 5 L 2 
a 2 2 my — 5 bp — n 2 1 4 = 0 = A p 
. ———— | — 
— - — — — — — - 2 — — IRETR 
— 2 qr r — —— 
— oy — = * — * a * 


— 
E 
— 


9 — 


_ — 
* 4 - — 
22 ww — 


—— 


— 


7 
— — — — 


len 
= — 2 
— * — >> 2am = l EY TIER 
U ———— : ot: DR ER. e 
F . i Dana? ST — 2 . 
* » A a> 2 * # + I << % * PR 
. IRA. EDS N . . 


— — — 


*** Un Ss * — f . 
— . 6 
2 — 
ee 
— rn ne Ot 


— LEA ; ; == 
am 2 
= CCC 


2 a 
— 5 — - by 12 2 

. en OO I OY 
r 8 
— Jag > ＋ 


r —— 
4 

„ 6 re OE A 7 
EIS > 2m >< 2G 


—x* 
— — 
3 x 
e 
Br, 8 
5 


2 — ey 
3 " x 
F 
2 n 
r — — 
3 7 
ä 


— 
* 


- — -— = 


PR yy ar, "gs 
— 3 — 

- — 2 

= n — NN — 

er ers 


k. . * a I 


212 The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 

Franche-Comté; that freedom of commerce ſhould 
be re-eſtabliſhed ; and every one ſuffered to enjoy 
his property in quiet. In this truce were compre- 
hended almoſt all the princes and ſtates of Europe, 
without any mention of the pope. The conſerva- 


tors were to meet every fifteenth day, upon the ter- 
ritories of France and Flanders alternately, in order 


to adjuſt any differences that might ariſe in relation 


to the truce. Each party in the mean time choſe 


ſix arbitrators, who were to be employed in nego- 
tiating a peace, and had power to nominate a ſu- 
preme arbitrator within ſix months, if they could 


not agree among themſelves about the terms of it. 


As ſoon as the truce was ſigned, the king ſent or- 


ders to evacuate Queſnoy, Bouchain, Tournay, and 
ſeveral other towns, whoſe inhabitants for the moſt 
part regretted their being taken from under the So- 


vernment of France. 
Chamont d' Amboiſe, who commanded in Bur- 
gundy, not having timely notice ſent him of the 


truce, took Seure, Verdun, Mont Saugeon, and laid 
ſiege to Baune which had revolted. 
Quingey, William Vaudrey, and Cottebrune, aſ- 
ſembled ſome troops to relieve it, and had already 
ſurprized Verdun; Chamont attacked them before 


Simon de 


they could fortify themſelves in that place, made 


them all priſoners, and cut in pieces eight hundred 


Switzers and Germans who had joined them : He 


immediately returned before Beaune, and forced it 


to ſurrender upon very hard conditions. All their 


wines were ſeized, and they were over and above 


obliged to pay forty thouſand crowns to fave the city 
from total pillage, 

The king being informed that Berry % was upon 
the point of revolting, ſent du Bouchage thither 
with unlimited power, who ſoon brought back the 
province to its obedience. Du Bouchage had already 
come off with honour and ſucceſs | in ſeveral bon 

ions 
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Gons of this kind. When the king found it neceſ- 


ſary to inveſt any one with his authority, he gene- 


rally did it without reſerve or reſtriction; leſt irre- 
ſolution, and the time uſually taken up in ſending 
and waiting for orders, might cauſe the expedients 
made uſe of to miſcar x. 75 
We have ſeen with what celerity the prince of 
Orange embraced and quitted the party of the king. 
The decree given againſt him did not fail to diſ- 


quiet him; and in order to open a way for having it 


reverſed, by ſome conſiderable revolution, he formed 


a deſign of poiſoning the king. The perſon em- 


ployed for this purpoſe was one John Renond, who 


having been ſervant at Lyons to a factor of the houſe 
of Medicis, had reſolved upon a journey to Florence 


to try his fortune there by the means of his old ma- 
ſter. He was arreſted upon his way and conducted 


to S. Claude, where Erbains commanded. Erbains 


ſent him to the prince of Orange, who after queſti- 


oning him ſtrictly, and cauſing him to be examined 


by the baſtard of Orange, found him a reſolute de- 
termined fellow, one that wanted an opportunity of 
making his fortune, who had boldneſs enough to 
commit a crime, and was incapable of being deter- 
red from it by a horror of the guilt. He took him 


aſide, and made him ſwear upon the Goſpels, he 
would do whatever ſhould be required of him: As 
if oaths could bind a man to a crime; or that vil- 
lains ought to reſpect only ſuch as it was unlawful 


for them to keep. Renond, as little ſcrupulous in 
point of oaths, as in regard to the crime itſelf, and 
greedy of the promiſed reward, readily yielded to every 
thing that was deſired of him. The prince of Orange 
then told him, that the king after hearing mals, 


had a cuſtom of kiſſing the corners of the altar, 


which he muſt therefore rub with a poiſonous tinc- 


ture. Renond took the poiſon, and was preparing 


to ſet out, when the prince of Orange imparted the 
FT project 
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project to Erbains. This laſt told him, that he 
had done wrong in truſting a Frenchman, and that 
he knew of one, whom they could more aſſuredly 
depend upon, provided care was taken to bury the 
ſecret effectually, by making away with Renond. 
He was thereupon ſeized and ſent to Salines; but 
found means to eſcape and get to Bourges by unfre · 
quented ways. He was introduced to the king, 
made a full diſcovery of all we have related above, 
and to touch him in a ſenſible part, added, that 
having made a vow when in priſon to the bleſſed 
virgin of Puy, and to St. James, the bonds were in 
a moment looſened from off his hands. He enlarged 
much upon this pretended miracle, and ran on with 
great fluency in a ſort of diſcourſe no leſs familiar to 
ruffians than crimes themſelves. 

The king ordered him to be carried before the 
parliament, to whom he at the ſame time ſent a 
letter conceived in theſe terms. 


My friends and ſubjects, the prince of Orange had 
formed a deſign to poiſon me; but God, the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and St, Martin, have fruſtrated his wicked pure 
poſe, as you will ſee by the double of the informations J 
ſend you to be read in open court, before all the world, 
that no one may remain ignorant of the perfidy and trea- 
ſon of that prince. „ 
Given at Cambray the 6th of June, 1478. 
The parliament ordered all the informations to 
be read at the bar of the great chamber, and made 
publick proclamation of the prince of Orange's 
crime, whom they had already condemned to death. 
It was probably in acknowledgment for the diſco- 
very of this conſpiracy, that the king, at his return, 
expended ſo much in acts of devotion. He gave no 
leſs than two thouſand Marcs of ſilver towards the 
5 1 bes railing 
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raiſing of a rail round the ſhrine of St. Martin, and 
rebuilt the church of Victoria near Senlis. 

The devotion of this prince, tho ſometimes puſh- 
ed to ſuperſtition, yet never hindered him from aſ- 
ſerting the rights of his crown. Where they 
chanced to be concerned, he ſeldom piqued himſelf 


upon a childiſh devotion ; he never failed indeed in 
the exterior marks of reſpect to the clergy, but 


would by no means ſuffer them to ftretch their 


power beyond its proper bounds. Complaints were 
brought before him againſt certain mendicant friars 


who ſtiled themſelves inquiſitors of faith, and greatly 
moleſted the people in the mountainous parts of Dau- 
phine. A proclamation was publiſhed forbidding 


Z theſe audacious monks to diſturb or harraſs his ſub- 
= jects, and reſerving to himſelf and council the ulti- 


mate deciſion in all caſes of that kind. 


Lewis XIth's firmneſs and regard to juſtice, ſhone 


out ſtill more conſpicuous in the affair of the houſe 
of Medicis, whoſe defence he undertook againſt the 


The family of Medicis was the moſt powerful in 
Florence, Comus de Medicis, ſurnamed the Great, 


added a new luſtre to it; he was governor of the 
city, and exerciſed an almoſt ſovereign authority in 


the republick. He owed his great riches to com- 


merce, his authority to his riches, and the eſteem in 
which he was held among his fellow-citizens, to the 
generous uſe he made of theſe advantages. The de- 
fender of the oppreſſed, the patron and protector of 
learning“, he was ſuperior to moſt princes, by be- 


His 


ing a truly great man. 


⸗Comus de Medicis got together at Florence all the 
men of diſtinguiſned talents, who fled out of Greece upon 
the invaſion of the Turks. It is by the channel of Italy 


that the ſciences, learning, and the fine arts have been 


conveyed to us. 5 
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His fortune and merit drew upon him a load of 
envy. Adverſity was ſtill wanting to add a new 
luſtre to his character, and the reſtleſs attempts of 
his enemies contributed to render his glory compleat, 
He was baniſhed Florence, but the neceſſities of the 
ſtate ſoon obliged them to recal him, and his autho- 
rity became more firmly eſtabliſhed than ever, as 
the publick ſafety was found to depend upon it. The 
Florentines continued it to his ſon Peter, and his 


grandſons Laurence and Julian eee it likewiſe 
with dignity. 


The enemies of the houſe of Medicis might be ſaid. 


rather to lie quiet than be deſtroyed. The Pazzi's 


and Salviati's, who next to them, were of greateſt 
conſideration in the ſtate, wanted only an opportu- 
nity to ruin them. The family of the Pazzi's was 
very numerous; they were even nearly related to 
the houſe of Medicis, and Blanche, the ſiſter of 
Laurence and Julian, was actually married to Wil- 


liam Pazzi; but the ties of blood do not always 


form thoſe of friendſhip, and ſeldom prevail againſt 
the incitements of ambition. Count Jerome de la 


Rovere, the pope's nephew, complained that the 
| houſe of Medicis had hindered his becoming lord of 


Imola, and joined the faction of their enemies. 
After many projects and attempts to deſtroy them, 
they found there was no way left but to aſſaſſinate 


them. The execution of this deſign was attended 
with many difficulties; there was a neceſſity for 


murdering the two brothers at the ſame time, and 
in the midſt of a people by whom they were ex- 
tremely beloved. 

The Pazzi's, and Francis Salviati, archbiſhop of 


; Piſa, the chief conductors of the conſpiracy, drew 


into it all thoſe who either through a reſtleſſneſs of 
temper, deſperate fortunes, or a conſciouſneſs of 
their crimes, were deſirous of a revolution; as Ban- 


dini, Bagnioni, Mattei, Poggio the ſon of the fa- 


mous 
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mous Poggio, Monte-ſecco, and a great many others, 
The conſpirators fixed upon Sunday the 26th of 
April for the execution of their deſign. The place 


appointed was the church, and the ſignal the eleva- 


tion of the hoſt, So many awful circumſtances raiſed 
a horror in Monte-fecco, who was a ſoldier ; he re- 


fuſed to have any hand in it: Bagnioni a prieſt, 


took his place, and engaged to kill Laurence, while 


Franciſco Pazzi and Bandini ſhould fall upon his 


brother Julian and ſtab him. 


All was now in readineſs for the execution of their 


deſign. Laurence de Medicis was already in church, 
and the ſervice began. Pazzi and Bandini, uneaſy 


EE becauſe they ſaw not Julian, went to look for him, 
and brought him with them. 


The two brothers took their ſeats: the archbiſhop 


of Piſa no longer doubting of the ſucceſs, went out - 


with Poggio and a few more of the conſpirators to 
ſeize the palace, and make ſure of the magiſtrates, 
Whether it was chance, or ſuſpicion, they had no 


ſooner enttred, than the doors were ſhut upon them. 


| Mean while the aſfaſſins in the church fell upon the 
two brothers. Bandini and Pazzi ſtabbed Julian; 
but Laurence defended himſelf againſt Maffei and 


Bagnioni, and made his retreat into the veſtry by the 


help of ſome friends, and eſpecially of a man whom 


he had delivered out of priſon two days before, and 


| who ſaved his life at the hazard of his own. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the confuſion, terror, 
| and uproar of the-people in the church, where every 
one thought his life in danger. James Pazzi, the 
| Chief of that family, mounted on horſeback, and 


rode through the city, crying out, liberty and tür 


beople; but no body offered to join him, the general 


| conſternation keeping them all in ſuſpence. Upon 


| this the friends of the houſe of Medicis, reſuming 


| Courage, brought Laurence out of his aſylum, and 
conducted him home in triumph, I he people roſe. 


Vor. II. | L upon 
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upon the conſpirators. and flew them; they who 
were in the palace . obſerving how matters went, 


Joined in executing the publick vengeance, and to 


diſtinguiſh themſelves the more, cauſed the arch- 
biſhop of Piſa and Poggio to be hanged at the bars 
of one of the windows; Franciſco Pazzi was ſeized, 
and underwent the ſame fate. The cardinal de la 
Rovere, the pope's nephew, very narrowly eſcaped 


the fury of the populace, and owed his ſafety wholly 


to the fear occaſioned by two thouſand men, whom 


the pope had ordered to advance, and be in readi- 


neſs to ſupport the conſpiracy. Theſe troops find- 
ing that the enterprize had miſcarried, diſcharged 
their vengeance upon the country, by ravaging and 


laying it waſte in a mercileſs manner ; the people 


made reprizals upon all whom they ſuſpected to be 
partizans of the houſe of Pazzi. 


The king of Naples joined the pope in hopes that 


he might be able to draw ſome advantage from the 
preſent confuſion of the republick, the Florentines 
implored aid on all hands, and ſent Guy and Antony 
Veſnucci into France. i 
The king was afraid at firſt to meddle in the 
wars of Italy. Sanſeverin endeavouring to perſuade 
him, that he ought to take advantage of theſe 
troubles, in order to get ſome footing in that coun- 


try: Lewis replied, that diſtant conqueſts were al- 


ways burdenſome, and never of any real ſervice to 


the kingdom. Mean while the pope puſhed on his 
deſigns ſo ſucceſsfully, that the king thought proper 
to diſpatch Commines to Milan, to ſollicit the 
ducheſs to join with him and the Venetians, for 
the putting an end to theſe troubles. The ducheſs 
ſent three hundred men at arms, who came very 
ſeaſonably to the relief of the Florentines, they be- 


ing ſore preſſed by the troops of the pope and the 
king of Naples. 5 1 
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The arrival of an embaſſador from France, and 
the intereſt the king ſeemed to take in protecting 


the republick of Florence, made the pope extreamly 


uneaſy. The cardinal of Pavia wrote to him upon 


this ſubject, One ſees plainly by the manner in 


which the letter is penned, that the politicks of the 
court of Rome has been always the ſame, The car- 


dinal expreſsly mentions, That there was a neceſſity 


for uſing delays with the king's embaſſadors ; that if it 


was dangerous to offend that prince, it was no leſs ſo to 


diſcover any fear of him, or to abandon the enterprize 3 


= that in anſwer to his remonſtrances, it would be neceſſary 


to make uſe of general and undetermined expreſſions, and 


to ſignify ſome ſurprize that a king ſo wiſe, who had ever 
been zealouſly attached to the Holy See, ſhould thus ſuffer 


himſelf ts be drawn in by a too eaſy credulity, to efpouſe 
the cauſe of impoſtors. If it comes to a diſcuſſion of the 
fact, adds the cardinal, the pope's conduct may be juſti- 


fied, by making appear, that he was under a neceſſity of 


chaſtiſing the Florentines for putting to death ſo many ec- 
cleftafticks ; that his holineſs would indeed have been ſa- 


 tisfied with any probable teten of their repentance, but 
that they were hardened in their crime, and had lapſed 


into hereſy ; that it was aſtoniſhing the king ſhould have 
communion with them; that his holineſs was, neverthe- 


leſs, diſpoſed to favour them out of regard to the inter- 


ceſſian , jo great a king, but he found the affair fo im- 


portant, as obliged him firſt to conſult the ſacred college; 


that it would require ſome time to aſſemble it; on account. 


of the abſence or diſtance of ſeveral of the tardmatls; 
that the embaſſi duns mean while might remain perfectly 
eaſy, and ſbauld have notice ſent them, as ſoon as the 
cardinal-college could be aſſembl.d. CITI 

'The pope followed the council of the cardinal of 
Pavia; but the king intereſted himſelf warmly in 
the affair, and cauſed repreſentation to be made to 
the emperor, the duke of Bavaria, and the other 
princes of the empire, WT it concerned _ 
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all to avenge the Florentines, and prevent, by the 
puniſhment of that conſpiracy, ſuch as might other- 


220 


wiſe be formed againſt themſelves. He called a na- 
tional council, interdicted all commerce with the 
court of Rome, and would allow none, who had 
been concerned in the aſſaſſination of the Medici $ 
to ſet foot in the kingdom. 

The pope complained to the emperor of the pro- 0 
tection granted by the king to the houſe of Medicis, 


and particularly of his calling a national council, an 
article that touched him in the moſt ſenſible manner. 


He exclaimed againſt the injury pretended to be 


thereby done to the holy ſee, and requeſted the em- 


peror to repreſent to his majeſty how ill it became a 


chriſtian prince, to prefer the intereſts of a enn, 
to thoſe of God and the church. 


Sixtus in hopes of being ſoon ſeconded by more 
formidable forces, thundered out his rl aſtical 
cenſures againſt the Florentines, whom he treated 
as rebels and hereticks, becauſe they would not ſuf- 
fer a troop of miſcreants to cut their throats, but 
boldly ſtood up in the defence of their liberties. 


Altho' he made a mighty buſtle about the intereſts 


of God and the church, it was nevertheleſs apparent 


that his views were purely human, nay, and very 


unjuſtifiable. Nor was the contempt he expreſſed 
for the family of Medicis, whom he affected to treat 
as merchants, leſs blameable; eſpecially when we 
conſider. the obſcurity of his own deſcent. It is ſaid 
that he was originally a fiſher, and had by his libe- 
ralities engaged the houſe of Rovere to aſſociate him 
into their family, in order to hide the meanneſs of 
his birth. One would think that ſelf-love, as well 
as juſtice, might have induced him to ſhow greater re- 
gard to men who owed their elevation to their own me- 
rit. The houſe of Medicis were not leſs diſtinguiſhed 


| by the ſervices they did their country, at the time they 


Were 
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were treated by the pope as merchants, than when 
they afterwards became ſovereign prince. 

Sixtus had farther the aſſurance to ſay, in the in- 
ſtructions given to one of his nuncio's, that he con- 
ſented to the calling of a general council, provided 
the ſeveral chriſtian kings, would there give an ac- 
count of their conduct and deſigns in regard to the 
church. Lewis, as pious as he was, or affected to 
be thought, underſtood perfectly his own rights, 


and was too jealous of them to allow of the leaſt en- 


croachment. Diſguſted at the pope's repeated de - 
lays, he ſummoned a council to meet at Lyons. A 
piece was publiſhed on this occaſion upon the uſe- 
fulneſs of national councils, and to demonſtrate, 


that the diſcipline of the church not being in all 
places the ſame, it was neceſſary for the prelates of 


| a ſtate to aſſemble from time to time under the di- 
rection of the ſovereign, in order to ſecure and aſ- 
= certain the purity of doctrine and manners, The 
> King, in full council, made profeſſion of his vene- 
ration for the pope and the holy ſee; but at the 
ſame time declared, that he thought it was for the 


intereft, both of church and ſtate, to aſſemble a ge- 


neral council; and therefore willed the prelates, 


abbots, chapters, and univerſities of the kingdom, to 


prepare for it by a national ſynod. _ 

The aſſembly was opened at Orleans, and conti- 
nued at Lyons the year following. They renewed 
the decrees of the council of Conſtance, and parti- 
cularly that by which it was declared, that general 
councils derived their power immediately from God, 
and that the pope was bound to ſubmit to their de- 
ciſions. Principles too well known to ſtand in need 
of being here repeated, too evident to require proof, 
and upon which I think it unneceſſary to inſiſt any 
longer. 


The king notified his intentions to the pope, and 


the reſt of the Italian * The pope ſtill pur- 
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| e Sink and above all ſet himſelf to embroil the 


fairs. 


It had been agreed, that a meeting ſhould be held to 
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ſuing his firſt deſign, contrived to protract the ne- 


ates from whom he had reaſon to fear any oppoſi- 
tion. He ſtirred up the Genoeſe againſt the duke 
of Milan, engaged the Switzers to make war upon 
him, and that he might ſeem not wholly to reject 
the king's ſuit, pretended to grant the Florentines a 
truce, which he obſerved, or broke, as beſt ſuited 
his intereſt, and the prevailing circumſtances of af- 


Commines returned from Florence, after reſiding 
about a year in that place, Laurence de Medicis 
thanked the king for ſending ſo wiſe and diſcreet a 
miniſter. 

The diſputes between the king and Maximilian 
were {till more intereſting than thoſe of Florence, 


convert the truce into a laſting peace. Commiſ- 
ſioners were named for that purpoſe, and Couſinot 
had made a collection of all the acts and papers re- 
lating to the King's claims upon the dom nions of 


the late duke of Burgundy. 


Sigiſmund of Auſtria, attached to Maximilian by 


the ties of blood, and to the king, by thoſe of gra- 


logne. The king named the procurator general 8. 


a declaration in parliament, that no accommodation 
interfering with the king's rights could be binding 


titude, ardently wiſhed to ſee a good underſtanding 


ſettled between the two princes ; but as he had ſcarce 


any credit with either, his efforts however com- 
mendable did little ſervice. - 
The congreſs was appointed to be held at Bou- 


Roman, and Halley the attorney- general, men well 
acquainted with the rights of the publick, for his 
plenipotentiaries. Before they ſet out, they made 


upon the ſtate, and therefore before hand proteſſed 
againſt the validity of any conceſſions contrary to 
the Juſt claims of the crown. 

WO Maximilian's 
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Maximilian's commiſſioners opened the confe- 
rences by a ſpeech aſcertaining the territories of 
which duke Charles was in poſſeſſion at the time of 


his death. They inſiſted that this poſſeſſion ſuffici- 


ently authorized the demand of the King's deſiſting 
from his pretenſions, and reſtoring whatever he had 


ſeized ſince the duke's death. Ss 


In oppoſition to theſe demands, the plenipoten- 


tiaries for the king argued, that the conſtitutions of 
the realm allowed not of any alienation of domain, 


but upon default of heirs male, re-united to the crown 


whatever had been given under the title of appenage. 
They maintained, that the dukes of Burgundy could 
hold that duchy by noother tenure, and that Franche- 


Comte having been always conſidered as a part of it, 


muſt be ſubjeC to the ſame claims, that every peer- 


dom ought to revert to the crown, and upon this 


principle they demanded Flanders; nor did they ima- 
gine there was any room for diſputing Liſle, Douay, 


and Orchies, with the king, inſomuch as Charles V. 


had yielded theſe towns to the duke, only for himſelf 
and his heirs male. As for the county of Boulogne, 
beſides that it had been really uſurped by the duke 


of Burgundy, the king was now in poſſeſſion of it 
by right of conqueſt, and had moreover purchaſed 
the claims of the houſe of Tour. Maximilian's mi- 


niſters replied, that they were not in condition to 


anſwer upon theſe articles, and muſt have time to 
receive new. inſtructions, and inform themſelves ; 
thus the congreſs broke up at the end of three months. 
' The king was particularly careful to maintain the 
alliance with England. Part of queen Margaret's 
ranſom had been already paid. Charles de Martigny 
biſhop of Elne *, and la Tiſaye, ambaſſadors of 


France, at Edward's court, repreſented to him, that 
the ducheſs dowager of Burgundy was ever ready to 


favour the attemps of the king's enemies, "That ſhe 
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ſuffered the duke of Auftria's troops to rendezvous 
upon the lands aſſigned to her by way of dower, 
And that the king was willing to make a farther 
grant of the revenues of Chaveins and Parriere, upon 
her conſenting to hold theſe lands of him, and to 
withdraw from the party of his enemies. 

The biſhop of Elne likewiſe propoſed that the 
truce, which had been concluded between the two 


kings for life, might be prolonged to a hundred years 
after their death, with a continuation of the yearly 


payment of the fifty thouſand crowns, ſtipulated by 
the "treaty of Amiens 25 
Edward was far from diſliking theſe propoſals; 
but what he had moſt at heart, was, the marriage 
of his daughter Elizabeth with the dauphin. He 
charged Tonſtal and Langton his ambaſſadors to re- 
quire, firſt, a ſecurity that the marriage ſhould take 
place; ſecondly, a promiſe that if Elizabeth died, 
the dauphin ſhould eſpouſe her ſiſter Mary; thirdly, 


that Elizabeth, being now in her twelfth year, and 


marriageable, might enjoy her dowry of ſixty thou- 
ſand crowns, ſeeing the delay of the nuptials pro- 
ceeded not from her. The king replied : that he 
deſired nothing ſo much as the completion of the mar- 


riage between the dauphin and the princeſs; that it 


was but reaſonable to take all poſſible means for the 


" ſecuring ſo important an alliance; and that a diſpen- 


ſation was to be obtained for the marriage of the 
princeſs Mary with the dauphin, ſhould Elizabeth 
happen to die. As to the dowry which was de- 


manded from the time prefent, the king referred 


that matter to his council, who were unanimouſly 
of opinion that it could be no otherwiſe claimed 
than in conſequence of the marriage itſelf, there be- 
ing no inſtance of a contract in which the payment 
of the dowry anticipated the conſummation of the 


Although 
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Although the king's anſwer was extremely rea- 
ſonable, he yet found it neceſſary in order to give it 
the greater weight, to make a new payment of ten 

thouſand crowns on the ſcore of queen Margaret's 
ranſom. Money ſeldom failed to remove all Ed- 
ward's ſcruples. We ſhall ſee in the ſequel how the 
marriage between the dauphin and Elizabeth came 
to miſcarry. 

Lewis reſolved this year to make a ſettlement in 
regard to the counties of Rouſſillon and Cerdagne. 
He had already diſpoſed in marriage of all the ſiſters 
ol the late duke of Savoy; this year he likewiſe mar- 
ried Anne, the daughter of Amadeus and Yolande 
of France, to Frederic prince of Taren- 
tum, the ſecond ſon of Ferdinand king Sept. 1. 
of Naples. The king obliged himſelf by 
the contract to give to Frederic in conſideration of 
this marriage, the provinces of Rouſſillon and Cer- 
dagne, provided he could obtain the conſent of the 
kings of Arragon and Caſtile, if not, he engaged to 
inveſt him in lands to the value of twelve thouſand 
livres yearly rent, erected into a county. The king 

of Naples allowed his ſon two hundred thouſand du- 
cats, to be laid out in the purchaſe of an eſtate 

it © within the kingdom. 
. Zurita endeavouring to find out the motives of 


= this alliance pretends, that Lewis hoped by means of 
ie © the king of Naples to engage Matthias king of Hun- 
h gary to continue the war againſt the emperor, which 
e. would difable him from ſending ſupplies to his ſon 
g Maximilian. But there is little reaſon to think the 
ly S King had any ſuch views, ſince at this very time the 
-4 pope had brought about a peace between Matthias 
ay | and Frederic. It is more likely that the king fore- 
at | ſeeing his infirmities would carry him off before his 
he | lon was of age, had reſolved not to leave behind him 
| | any ground "of wars or quarrels, He thought it 
1 better to reſign Rouffillon and Cerdagne to ſome 
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third perſon, than to the king of Arragon, with 
whom he had diſputed ſo long for the poſſeſſion of it; 
but the king of Arragon would by no means agree 


to this ſettlement. Ferdinand his ſon, king of Caſtile, 


was not ſo averſe to the propoſal. He was at war 
with Portugal, and dreaded the diverſion which 
France might make on the ſide of Rouſſillon. 5 

Mendoza, ſtiled by hiſtorians the cardinal of Spain, 
undertook to act as mediator between the kings of 
France and Caſtile. He made them ſenſible that 
Rouſſillon was of ſmall concernment in compariſon 


of what was more properly their preſent intereſt; 
that they ought to unite, and apply their cares to 


the main chance; Lewis in maintaining his claim 
to the ſucceſſion of Burgundy, and Ferdinand in ſet· 
tling himſelf upon the throne of Caſtile. 
After ſeveral conferences it was agreed, that the 
king ſhould continue in poſſeſſion of the provinces of 
Rouſſillon and Cerdagne, until he received payment 
of the two hundred and fifty thouſand crowns, or 
that he ſhould himſelf lay down the ſame ſum, pro- 


vided the kings of Arragon and Caſtile conſented to 


the ceflion ; that in the mean time a truce ſhould be 
concluded for three months, and the king of Arra- 
gon be comprehended in it. This laſt prince ap- 


peared greatly diſſatisfied with the treaty, he re- 


proached his ſon with meanly relinquiſhing his 


rights, and told him that Lewis was ſure to come 


off with advantage in all his negotiations with him. 


Ferdinand intimated to his father that he only com- 
plied with neceſſity, but was determined to ſeize the 


firſt opportunity of recovering poſſeſſion of Roufſillon. 
The king of Arragon accepted the truce, which, 
however, was but ill kept. Bac and Callard forti- 


fying themſelves in the caſtle of Roquebrune, made 


incurſions into Rouſſillon, Lampourdan, and even 
France itſelf, which made the king ſay that he found 
it! was not ſufficient to conclude a peace with the 
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king of Caſtile, unleſs he got it likewiſe ſigned by 
the kings Bac and Callard, 

The truce was ſucceeded by a peace, 
which was ſigned at St. John de Luz. OF. . 
Lewis engaged not to aid directly nor ; 
indirectly, Alphonſo king of Portugal, John his ſon, 
or Jane, whom the Spaniards commonly named /a 


Bertranne, as ſuppoſing her to be the daughter of 
Bertrand de la Cueva. Ferdinand and Iſabella re- 


nounced the alliance of Maximilian. 


The biſhop of Lombez, Odet Daidie, and Sou- 


_ plainville, after ſigning the treaty of peace in the king's 


name, were appointed to ſettle with the commiſſion- 
ers of Caſtile, the reparation of the damages occa- 
ſioned by the war. Shortly after, (19th of January 
1479) John II. king of Arragon, died at Barcelona 
in the eighty-ſecond year of his age, ſo extremely 
poor, that his very moveables were ſold to pay off 
his domeſticks, and defray the expences of his fu- 
neral, Eleonora, queen of Navarre, his daughter, 
died three weeks after; leaving Francis Phoebus her 
grandſon, the ſon of Magdalen of France, her ſole 
heir. Eleonora was perfectly acquainted with the 


" Intereſts and characters of the princes of her time; 
On her death-bed ſhe counſelled her grandſon and 
people, to continue firm in the alliance of France, 


and not to confide in the king of Caſtile her bro- 
ther, whoſe ſole aim was to get poſſeſſion of Na- 
varre, It appeared in the ſequel, that this her fear 
was but too well founded, 5 8 
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1479. 
Eaſter, the king expreſſed for the Flo- 
April 11. 


their cauſe, prevented the pope from 


_ perſevering in his perſecution of them. What gave 
him the greateſt uneaſineſs was the calling of the 


council, which the king demanded. He ſent Urbin 


de Fieſque biſhop of Frejus, to aſſure his majeſty, 


that he gave up his intereſts into his hands, and re- 


commended to him the honour of the holy ſee; the 
ordinary diſcourſe of the pontiff, when he found any 


obſtacle to his deſigns. On the other fide, the 
princes of the league in Italy, implored the protec- 


tion of France, ſo that the king ſaw himſelf the ar- 
biter of all thoſe, who either dreaded his power, or 
ſued for his juſtice. His majeſty appointed Guy 
d' Arpajon viſcount of Lautrec, Anthony de Morlhon 
de Caſtelmarin preſident of the parliament of 
Toulouſe, John de Viſins viſcount 


d'Ambres, 
Peter de Caraman de Leonac, Tornieres judge of 
the ſenechalcy of Carcaſſonne, John de Morlhon 


advocate of Toulouſe, and Compains a notary and 


ſecretary of the king, his envoys to pacify the trou- 


bles of Italy, and repreſent to the ſeveral parties, 


that their diſſentions expoſed all chriſtendom to the 
invaſions of the Turk. 
principally charged to preſs the pope to come to an 
agreement with the Florentines, and to call a gene- 
ral council, as he was obliged to do by the councils 


of Piſa, Conſtance, and Baſil, otherwiſe to declare 


to him that the king would inhibit all his ſubjects 


from making proviſions at Rome for benefices or 


diſpenſa- 


T EITHER the concern, which 


rentines, nor the juſtice of 


The embaſſadors were 
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75e HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 220 
diſpenſations. The embaſſadors went firſt to Milan. 


The preſident de Morlhon, addreſſing himſelf to 
the ducheſs and the duke her ſon, told them, that 


his majeſty conſidered their affairs as his own, that 
he would either reſtore peace to Italy, or declare 
openly againſt him that ſhould decline it; that the 
pope and the princes of the league had engaged to 
ſubmit to his judgment, and that as to Genoa and 


Savonna, he knew how to make good his ſovereignty 


over them. | | | 

The ducheſs and duke of Milan began their anſwer 
with returning thanks to his majeſty for the particu- 
lar care he was pleaſed to take of the duchy of Milan. 
Me did not begin the war, added they, and are ready 
to accept of any honourable peace. Me fear not, however 
aur enemies, ſo long as his majeſly ſhall honour us with 
his protection. As we govern our ſubjefts with juſtice, 
they ſerve us with affettion ; they reſpect us, fear us, 
and love us. The peace had not been broken, but through 
the ambition of the pope and the king of Naples. At the 
time when we were aſſiſting the Venetians our allies againſt 
the Turks, the common enemy of chriſtendom, the pope in- 


ſtead of animating our zeal and ſupporting our endeavours, 
irred up Genoa and Savonna to a revolt againſtus. He 

abuſes the fimplicity of the Switzers, and promiſes them 

heaven, if they make war upon us; the recompence of 


virtue and peace is made the frice of perſecution. At 


the ſame time as St. Severin, Fieſque, and Fregoſe are 
ravaging our territories and thoſe ' of Flirence, the pope 


and Ferdinand acquaint his majeſty by their embaſſadors, 
that they will ds nothing to diſpleaſe him; they ſee to ini- 
poſe upon his religion, as they cannot pervert his juſtice, 

The embaſſadors going thence to Flo- 5 
rence had their audience of the prior of Jan. 11, 
the liberty, the Gonfalonier and ſeigni- TE 

ory, in the preſence of the counſellors of the city, 
the embaſſadors of the league, Laurence de Medicis, 
and all the nobility. They repeated very near the 


ſame 
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ſame things they had ſaid at Milan, dwelling upon 
the deſign the king had to reſtore peace to Italy, and 
bring about the reformation of the church, by de- 
manding the convocation of a general council, which 
was ſo much the more neceſſary, as there had been 
none called ſince the council of Baſil. 
The prior of the liberty and the Gonfalonier re- 
reſenting the ſeigniory gave an anſwer, that was in 
ſubſtance the ſame with the duke of Milan's, but ex- 
preſſed in ſtill livelier terms, and ſuch as gratitude 


dictates to the unhappy, who implore the protection 


of a powerful prince, and yet dare not complain but 
with caution of an enemy as formidable as revengeful, 


The embaſſadors went from Florence to Rome. 


They began with giving up their credentials to car- 


dinal St. Pierre-aux-Liens, whoſe advice the king 


had charged them to take, and who introduced them 
- the next day to an audience of the pope, 


Fan. 26. The preſident de Morlhon till ſpeaking, 


aſſured the pope, that they were come 


from the king to pay him filial obedience, that his 


majeſty had always loved him as his father, and 


wiſhed that his Holineſs would love him as his ſon. 
Morlhon then demanded 2 publick audience, which 
was granted for the next day, 


The pope attended by almoſt the whole body of 
cardinals received the embaſſadors with great cere- 
mony. Morlhon knowing how enraged Sixtus was 
againſt the family of Medicis and the Florentines, 


was careful not to mention their name in this firſt. 
audience. He went no farther than to repreſent the 


preſent ſtate of Italy, and the dangers which threat- 
ened all chriſtendom. He ſaid, that as the Turk 
had made peace with Uſſum-Caſſam and the ſultan 
of Egypt, he would doubtleſs turn his arms againſt 
the chriſtians, and that the diviſions which reigned 
in Italy would render it an eaſy conqueſt to him; 
that the king thought it his duty to reftore peace 

SE I es Among 


* 1 2 . N k PR tle, OR /// T N , 
at bas "HO a r. eld ants $5 VVV 2 D 2 
We K 2 - A 2 3 N wh 3 ö 2 7 . LEE 5 > 2 2 
, . y ITC en ICS "02 e I 3 — n * 8 
p - . . * A. 2 2 W SBI > y I es q N 4 8 n „ ee 5 n 2 „ = 7 

R CRE, e N ws : n 3 ))) . OE I OT . 1 

N „ k 5 9 9 r e 1 8 n 
n 7 be ge 2 N 5 e r — e * 5 N 


R 


The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 237 
among Chriſtian princes; that the preſcryation of the 
faith belongs to the popes, and the defence of the 
church to the kings of France. Morlhon, in ſpeak- 
ing of the zeal of the princes of France, naturally 
took occaſion to extol the ſervices they had done to 
the pope; he added, that the king, having neither 
leſs virtue nor lefs power than his anceſtors, was re- 
ſolved to put an end to wars, which were a ſcandal 
to the faith, and dangerous to the ſtates of chriſten- 
dom; that the biſhop of Frejus the pope's nuncio, 
the embaſſadors of Naples, with thoſe of the league 
of Italy, had aſſured his majeſty that all parties made 
choice of him for the arbitrator of their differences. 
Morlhon concluded with conjuring the cardinals to 
uſe their ſollicitations with the pope, to engage him 
to ſet bounds to his vengeance, and not to caft 
abroad the firebrands of war, who was himſelf the 
vicar of a God of peace. „ 
In a private audience the embaſſadors Fan. 31. 
reminded the pope of the friendſhip which | 
had always ſubſiſted between his holineſs and the 
king, and the pains which his majeſty had taken to 
E cultivate it. And to draw off Sixtus from the alli- 
| ance with Ferdinand king of Naples they added, that 
the king knew, that Ferdinand had made a treaty 
with the Turk; that Sixtus could not be ignorant 
how unlawful it was for him after ſuch a treaty to 
be allied to Ferdinand, and how diſreputable to de- 
cline the puniſhment due to him; and that they 
ſhould not have addreſſed themſelves to him in ſuch 
terms as theſe but to fulfil their commiſſion, 

Sixtus anſwered, that he loved the king, and 
would do all in his power to preſerve his friendſhip ; 
that Ferdinand indeed had received an embaſſy from 
the Turks, but he did not know, that he had entered 
into any alliance with them. Sixtus then, without 
ſtopping at the points, which were not favourable to 
him, paſſed directly to what concerned the family of 


Medicis, 
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Medicis, and ſaid he could not imagine that the moſt 
chriſtian king would either tolerate or excuſe the 


hanging of an archbiſhop and his prieſts, or ſuffer 


them to be drawn in effigy in the very habits of 
their dignity, to add ſcandal to cruelty; that the 
Florentines, inſtead of ſhewing the leaſt repentance 
for their outrages, conſecrated them by monuments, 
and put up pictures of thoſe executions in the palace 


of Florence; that notwithſtanding he conſented, 
out of reſpect to the king, to hear the propoſals 


they ſhould make him, provided they were not in- 

conſiſtent with the honour of the holy ſee. 
Though it was by no means difficult to juſtify the 

execution of the archbiſhop of Piſa and the prieſts, 


Who had themſelves eee their character by 


their crimes, the embaſſadors choſe not to exaſperate 


the pope by inſiſting upon that article. They re- 


plied, that the treaty of Ferdinand with the Turk 
was publickly notorious; that the king would be 
very careful to maintain the honour of the holy 
ſee and the rights of the church, which had ever 


been dear to him; but that if they went on to de- 
ſtroy the ſeigniory of Florence, to ſupport the revolt 


of Genoa and Savonna, to deprive his kinſmen and 


allies of their juſt pretenſions, and himſelf of the 


homage which was due to him from thoſe two cities, 


he knew how to procure for himſelf that juſtice, 


which they denied him. 
The embaſſadors kept to the ſame language in the 


viſits they made to the cardinals, and fſcrupled not 


to ſay, that if the pope continued to liſten only to 


his paſſions, they ought to oppoſe it, or otherwiſe 


both Italy and the chriſtian religion itſelf would be 
expoſed to the utmoſt danger. They laſtly declared 
openly, that his majeſty notwithſtanding his reſpeR 


for the holy ſee would not give up one tittle of his 


pretenſions, 
In the mean time, Sixtus came to no Jeteeming- 
tion, 
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tion. He openly diſavowed what the biſhop of 
Frejus had done in the affair of the arbitration aſ- 
c = ſigned to the king. This prelate was interrogated 


by him in the preſence of the embaſſadors, and up- 
on his confeſſion, that his holineſs having told him 
© | he was deſirous of peace, he had taken upon him- 
„ ſelf to add, that he made choice of the king as an 
© | arbitrator, tho' he had not been expreſsly bid to do 


, it; Sixtus in a violent paſſion ordered him to quit 
Is the room, took from him his office of referendary, 


and charged him never to appear before him again. 
= This diſgrace of the biſhop of Frejus ſo intimidated 

| the cardinals, that they preſumed not to oppoſe the 

„ pope, or expoſe themſelves to his rage and reſentment, 

y | The embaſſadors having received freſh 8 

4 E inſtructions, repreſented to the pope, Feb. 5. 


that ſeveral of his predeceſſors had not 
rk © ſcrupled to entruſt their concerns in the hands of 
be ” the kings of France ; that this method had uſually 
ly . been the ſecureſt means of maintaining or reſtoring 


er the peace of the church; and that to terminate all 
0 differences, they had orders to propoſe the following 


conditions: „ „ 
nd Laurence of Medicis, and the ſeigniory of Florence, 
he ſhall aſt pardon of the pope for having cauſed the arch- 
biſhop of Piſa and the prieſts to be hanged by their own 
ce, authority, without having firſt degraded them. 
Dye pope ſhall give them abſolution in the accuſtomed 
the erm by a proxy, and in the preſence 4 a legate, whom 
ot WR bs holineſs ſhall ſend to Florence for this purpoſe. 
They ſhall take down from the palace all the pictures 
rep 7 thoſe executions, _ | 
There ſhall be ſaid every year a ſervice of Requiem, 
red Vor the ſouls of thoſe that were executed. | 
The Flrentines ſhall ſiuear to remain perpetually faith- 
ul to the church, n ver to form any attempt againſt the 
= Uberties and immunities of the clergy, nor againſt the 
ni s and authority of the holy ſee. 20+ 1 
E | | | 2 
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Hates of the church, to thoſe of king 


cent Laurence de Medicis, and ſpall all join againſt the 


What has been taken from them, and give them abſolution. 
upon thoſe who made the firſt attack. 

France, whither the kings of Spain and Scotland, 
the duke of Savoy, all the allies of the crown, the 


king, ſought to ſupport himſelf by the aſſiſtance off ; 


baſſadors of France, The latter having ſummarily 


forming great deſigns againſt him, but that he 


tied the Florentines, and begged of the pope to treat 
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The moſt illuſtrious league ſhall promiſe the ſame thing, 
neither ſhall either of them give any diſturbance to the 
Brine of count 

Jerome de la Rovere, or of any other, whom the pope 


Hall pleaſe to nominate. 1 
The ſouereign pontiff,, king Ferdinand, count Jerome, 


and all their allies, ſhall in lite manner ſwear to be at 
peace with the league, the Florentines, and the magnifi- | 


Turk, for the ſecurity of their dominions, | 1 

Peace being thus made, they ſhall all turn their arm; 
againſi the Turk, ſupply and maintain what troops they 
can, for the time that fhall be judged neceſſary ; and 
when this is done, the pope ſhall reſtore to the Florentines 


His holineſs is deſired to conſider, that the Florentines 
are not the aggreſfers, and that 4 they haue done any thing 
contrary to the ſacred canons, the blame ſhould be charged 


And {till they menaced the pope, that in caſe he | 
rejected the peace, they would call a council in 
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princes and ſtates of the league in Italy would ſend 
their deputies. 3 


Sixtus ſeeing himſelf thus warmly preſſed by the 


_— _ am tw «© „* 8 It 7 


the emperor and Maximilian, and de-: 
Feb. 15. fired their embaſſadors to be preſent at 
1 the audience he was to give to the em- 


repeated their propoſals, the archbiſhop of Strigonia 
began to ſpeak, and ſaid, that the emperor his ma- 
ſter had been informed that they attacked the honour 
of the holy ſee, that they blamed the pope, and were 


would oppoſe them with all his forces; that he pi- 


them 
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The HISTORY of LEWIS Xl. 235 
them with compaſſion, but that he thought his con- 


4 duct unexceptionable; that he likewiſe deſired the 
peace of Italy, and that all chriſtian princes would 
join to repel the Turk; that he knew not why they 


talked of calling a council, which was by no means 
neceſſary; and that he would employ all his forces 


to defend the honour and authority of the holy ſee. 


The embaſſador of Maximilian attempting to ſe- 


cond what the archbiſhop had advanced, began his 
| diſcourſe with theſe words, The duke of Burgundy 
m1 _ But Morlhon interrupted him, and faid, 
that Maximilian was neither duke of Burgundy de 

facto: nor de jure, and that this title belonged only to 


the king. 


If all chriſtian princes, added Morlhon, are obliged 
to defend religion, the church, and the pope's authority, 
no body has a greater right to do it than the king ; 'tis a 
right acquired by too many ſervices done both by him and 
his predeceſſors to this very day, to be diſputed him by any 
one ; that the calling of a council was only propoſed, in 
caſe the pope refuſed to reſtore peace to the church; which 


if he continued to refuſe, the king would be obliged to call 
one; and that if the emperor and Maximilian would _ 


not ſend their deputies thither, they would aſſemble it 


without them. | 


Sixtus anſwered the Memorial of the embaſſadors 


in writing; That he earneſtly deſired peace, but that 


the ſacred college abſolutely refuſed to accept of the king's 


arbitration ; that the exceſſes of the Medicis's and their 
accomplices were of ſuch a nature, that they could neither 


be confeſſed nor abſolved by proxy; that it was neceſſary 
for Laurence de Medicis, the prior of the liberty, the 


Gonfalonier, and ten deputies to come in perſon to aſk 


pardon ; that the Florentines ſhould found a chapel = +Y 


two priefls, who ſhould every day ſay maſs for the repoſe 
of the archbiſhop of Piſa*s foul ; that they would conſider 


: of the ſecurities requiſite to be taken in the affair of the 
| oath of fidelity to be injoined the Florentines, as alſo in re- 


lation 
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lation to the confederacy they propoſed ; that it would be 
adviſeable for the king to declare what ſupplies he would 
himſelf engage to make in the union to be formed againſt 
the Turk ; that before reſtitution was made to the Floren- 
tines of what had. been taken from them, it would be 


proper for them to defray the expences of the war ; and 


that in order to ſetile this article, it would be neceſſary 
to wait the arrival of the embaſſadors of the league. 
In the mean time, the pope's troops laid waſte the 
country ; nothing was to be heard of but fire and 
ſlaughter ; the labourers fled and deſerted their til- 
lage; ſo that famine was upon the point of ſucceed- 
ing immediately to all the horrors of war. And 
when complaints were carried of it to the pope, he 
was ſo cruel as to ſay, that it was only by ſuch me- 
thods that he could reduce the Florentines. 

In anſwer to this barbarous reply, which bordered 
upon phrenzy, they told him, that if he perſiſted in 
thoſe ſentiments, all the princes would forſake him, 
and that he would then ſee how he could carry on 
the war, and keep the people of Rome in obedience, 

The pretenſions of Sixtus encreaſed every day 


with his paſſions; he propoſed new articles ſtill more 


ſevere than the former, and inſiſted that all the 


world ſhould ſubmit to his laws, which were dicta- 


ted by fury. The embaſſadors told him, 
Mar. 31. that if in eight days time he did not lay 
| down his arms, and recall his cenſures, 


they would retire. They repeated to him all the 
reaſons they had already urged, and added, that all 


Europe was as much ſcandalized with his obſtinacy, 


as offended at his injuſtice. Sixtus faw himſelf at 
April 14. 


la& obliged to recall his cenſures, and 
agree to a ſuſpenſion of arms. 
Not long after there arrived an embaſſy from 


Genoa, to pay obedience to the pope. The embaſ- 
| ſadors of France immediately went to him, and told 
him he could not be ignorant, that the king was 


ſovereign 


. 
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ſovereign of Genoa and Savonna ; that the Genoeſe 
could not pay obedience to his holineſs, nor could he 
receive their embaſſadors without owning them to 
be independent, which in reality they were not. 
Sixtus anſwered, that he had no intention to do any 
thing to the king's prejudice, but that he could not 
avoid hearing the embaſſadors of Genoa; that he 
received only their obeiſance for their ſpiritualities, 
and that the king's miniſters might be preſent the 
next day at the audience he ſhould give the Genoeſe, 
and make their proteſtations. „ 
The embaſſadors of Genoa appeared in the con- 
ſiſtory, and preſented their credential ſigned by 


© the grace of God, made their harangue, and returned 
their thanks to the pope, that by his aſſiſtance and 
their antient liberty. 1 
M -orlhon attempting to ſpeak, the pope injoined 
him ſilence, received the obeiſance of Campo-Fre- 
goſe as duke of Genoa, cauſed it to be entered upon 
record, and then told Morlhon that he might ſpeak. 


been done, and declared that he could in no wiſe 
acknowledge the pope's juriſdiction in this affair, 
which belonged only to the king, as the ſole and 
= lawful ſovereign of Genoa and Savonna; that it 


called Fregoſe, to aſſume the title of duke by the 
grace of God, and much leſs to pay obeiſance to 
the pope ; that he ſcrupled not to tell his holineſs, 
that he had been to blame to interrupt him, and 
ſtill more ſo to receive the homage of Genoa, and 
that the only reparation he could make was by a 
retractation. Morlhon then ſtraight addreſſed him- 


whether they acknowledged themſclves to be the 


= TJohn-Baptiſte Campo-Fregoſe duke of Genoa by 


the aid of the king of Naples they were reſtored to 


Morlhon proteſted againſt every thing that had 


= was not allowed to Meſſire Baptiſte, fo Morlhon 


© ſelf to the Genoeſe, and charged them to declare 


| king's ſubjects or not. The pope anſwering for 
\ e 5 them, 
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them, told him, that he did not claim to be the tem- 
poral lord of Genoa, and that he received their ho- 
king's ſecretary, drew up on each fide a verbal re- 
expreſſed upon the occaſion, The emperor's em- 


baſſador, as minding to have a ſhare in the conteſt, 
ſaid, that the title of moſt chriſtian more properly 


_ diſputes neither tended to the eſtabliſhment of peace, 


to Rome, and joined with thoſe of France. Thelc 
. abſolutely reſolved to put an end to the wars of 
he would accept of their arbitration or no, as the 


May 31, Upon that the pope held another con- 
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pope, having no longer any other part to take, ſub- 


ſent at the adminiſtration of the oath taken by the 


Mande, and by Galeas de la Rovere for that oi ; 
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mage without prejudice tothe king's pretenſions. 
The pope's notaries, and John Compain the 


port of what had paſſed. And great warmth was 


belonged to his maſter than the king, as the emperor 
protected the pope and the church, whereas the 
king ſupported a league againſt them both. The 
king's miniſters replied with reſolution; but theſe 


nor cleared up the queſtion, | | 
Some days after the embaſſadors of England came 


miniſters boldly declared, that their maſters were 
Italy, and that the pope muſt determine whether $ 
_ princes of the league had already done. 


iiſtory, to which he invited the embaſ- 
ſadors of France, England, the league, and all the 
foreign miniſters in general. He ordered a long 
diſcourſe to be read to them, which by ſeeming to 
diſcuſs the queſtion, ſerved only to make it more 
intricate and embarraſſed, The embaſſadors of 
France and England, tired out with ſo many delays, 
declared their powers were expired; and the embal- 
ſador of Venice, that he had orders to retire, The 


mitted at laſt to the arbitration of the two kings. 
The embaſſadors before their departure were pre- 


cardinal of S. Pierre-aux-Liens for the biſhoprick of 


Agen. 
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Agen. They both ſwore to be good and loyal to 
the king againſt all perſons whatſoever ; to keep ſe- 
cret whatever paſſed in the councils to which they 
ſhould be called; and to reveal to him whatever 
might be injurious to him and his crown, 
Laurence de Medicis judging that the pope would 
make no ſcruple to break an engagement, into which 
he had been drawn with ſo much difficulty, thought 
proper to apply himſelf directly to Ferdinand king of 
Naples. This prince was touched with the confi- 
dence placed in him by de Medicis, and made peace 
with him. Sixtus was ſo much diſpleaſed with it, 

that he ſoon after quarrelled with Ferdinand. The 

2 intereſts of the princes of Italy then changing face, 
the king applied himſelf to the making up of peace 

between the duke of Milan and the Switzers, that 
he might have nothing to employ himſelf upon but 
his own affairs, . 0 

His principal care was to cultivate the friendſhip 
of the king of England, and to prevent his being 
gained by the ſollicitations of the ducheſs dowager 
of Burgundy. As he paid no great regard to forma- 
lities, when it was of uſe to him to lay them aſide, 


by his place from making any viſit, to viſit the em- 
= baſſador of England, and try if he could get out of 
him the ſecret of his inſtructions, The chancellor 
managed the embaſſador ſo well, that he 
engaged his maſter to ſign the prolonga- Feb. 15, 
tion of the truce for an hundread years 

E after the death of both the kings.  _ 
Alfter the treaty made with England, the king 
being leſs fearful of any enemy he might have, re- 
formed * ten companies of ſoldiers. Several of thoſe 
18 fp Who 
| * Theſe were thoſe of Dammartin, Briguebec, la 
Tremoüille, Mouy, Doriole, Rufec de Balzac, Guerin 
le Graing, Robinet du Queſnoy, Buſſet, and Poyſien 
called le Poulailler, 5 VV 


W 5 7 4 wn * 
3 N ys r 1 n 


be ordered the chancellor Doriole, though excuſed 
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may have no reaſon to be diſſatisfied ; for it belongs 1 


of Picardy. 


king wrote to him upon the reform, and continued 
his penſions, which amounted to above five and 


of ſo much importance to both parties, that the 


ders on both fides; but notwithſtanding Boſſu and 
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who commanded them were diſgraced, at the ſame 
time as they were reformed, Balzac was proſecuted, 
and the king was ſo much prejudiced againſt him, 
that he wrote a note to the chancellor in the follow- 
ing terms; ſee that you do juſtice thoroughly, that I 


you ts do juſtice, Notwithſtanding this prejudice, 
Balzac muſt ſurely have been innocent, as he waz 
acquitted. Doriole and his lieutenant were con- 
victed of a deſign to have paſſed into the ſervice of 
Maximilian, and condemned to loſe their heads, 
Their bodies were quartered, and their quarters ſet 
up at Bethune, Arras, and in the principal towns 


Dammartin was treated with diſtinction; the 


twenty-thouſand livres. The king employed the 
funds of theſe companies in raiſing a body of Swit- 
zers. And from this time it was that they entered 
into the ſervice of France. eee. 
The mutual diſtruſt of the king and Maximilian 
foretold an approaching rupture, Cambray ſeemed 
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gariſon was by agreement to conſiſt of equal num- 
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Hautbourdin ſurpriſed that place. The 
Apr. 28, truce being broken, Boſſu and Harchies, 
Jy Raveſtein and John de Luxembours took 
the field, and made themſelves maſters of Creve- 
coeur, Oiſi, Honnecourt and Bouchain, Eighteen 
Frenchmen threw themſelves into the' caſtle of the 
laſt place and defended it for three hours againſt a 
-whole army; but ſeven of them being ſlain, the 
reſt were taken, and executed, without any regard 
had to their extraordinary courage, which deſerved 
à better fate. | e 5 
Des 
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Des Querdes and Gie, who commanded for the 

king in that canton, got together about eight hun- 

dred lances, and recovered moſt of the places, which 

had been ſeized by the enemy. 5 

: The king ſent an herald to the duke and ducheſs 

* of Auſtria to complain of the infraction of the truce, 
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gundy under the command of Charles de Chaumont. 


but Chaumont defeated that project by ſeizing upon 
all the caſtles in the neighbourhood, and laid ſiege 
to Dole. This was a notable enterprize; the ad- 


had already enjoyed of cauſing a French army to 
He battered the town very furiouſly with his artil- 


and the ſallies frequent and bloody. 

The French having been repulſed in an attack, 
the ſucceſs of the ſiege became very uncertain ; but 
a part of the gariſon conſiſting of foreigners, ſuffered 
E themſelves to be corrupted. The French taking ad- 


_ vantage of a ſally, entered the place as they purſued 
N ths 0 the beſieged. Immediately they * victory, kill 
un the guards, and put the city to fire and ſword. 
race? Moſt of the inhabitants died ſword in hand, and 
Tu ſuch as eſcaped the maſſacre were diſperſed. _ 
chies The conſternation ſpread through the whole pro- 
5 vince. Auxonne ſurrendered upon condition, that 
Rk all who pleaſed, whether ſoldiers or citizens, might 
5 ws = depart with their effects, without being obliged to 
15 he go over to the other fide; that ſuch as were left in 
Y & M8 tbe town ſhould preſerve their ſubſtance, and enjo 
_ we the ſame privileges they did before they fell under 
co yan the king's obedience, Chaumont ſwore 


to the obſervation of all the articles of the June 6. 
capitulation, and Ferry de Clugny took 5 
an oath in the name of the inhabitants, that they 


De vor. II. „ - 


and at the ſame time ſent a powerful army into Bur- 


Maximilian appeared to have a deſign upon Dijon; 


vantageous ſituation of the place, and the honour it 
raiſe a ſiege, ſerved only to animate Chaumont. 


: lery, the attack and the defeat were equally brisk, 
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province followed their example, in ſo much that 


confirmed thoſe of the church of Micon, and of 


June 15, the Low-Countries. They attempted to 


carried by ſtorm, ſurrendered upon the ſole condi: 
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would faithfully ſerve the king againſt all others 
whatſoever, and particularly againſt the duke and 
ducheſs of Auſtria. 88 

The inhabitants of Beſancon ſurrendered to the 
king upon the ſame conditions as they had done 


to the laſt dukes of Burgundy, ſaying that they | 
made an aſſociation with him as count of Franche- 
Comte. The governor for the king was to have 
the abſolute diſpoſition of all that related to war t 
and the execution of juſtice; the revenues and 
profitable duties were to be divided between the ö 

Feng and the community. The treaty 4 
July 8. ſigned by Chaumont was ratified by the le 


king at Nemours. All the places in the 


the valour and wiſdom of Chaumont made the king 
maſter of Franche- comtẽ in a ſingle campaign. 
The king deſirous of making a good uſe of the 
diſpoſitions of his new ſubjects, came to Dijon, 
ſwore to maintain all the privileges of the city, and 


ſeveral others „„ 
The French did not ſucceed ſo well in 


ſurpriſe Douay; but a deſerter having 
given the alarm in the town, they immediately put 
themſelves upon their guard, fired upon them, and 
obliged them to retire,  _ 
The count of Chimay was more ſucceſsful than 
the French in the attempt he made upon Verton. 
The gariſon of that place made continual excurſions 
into Luxembourg, and laid the whole province un- 
der contribution. Chimay laid ſiege to Verton at 
the head of an army of 10,000 men, and preſſed the 
fiege ſo vigorouſly, that the gariſon fearing to be 


tion of marching out with a white ſtaſ in their hand. 
ons Without 
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without carrying any thing off, Chimay ſecured 

tte conqueſt of Verton by that of ſeveral caſtles. 
On the other ſide, Maximilian aſſem- 

bled an army under S. Omers, of eight Tuly. 

and twenty thouſand men, and inveſted 3 

Terrouenne. Upon this news des Querdes decamped 


the approach of the French, Maximilian changed 


the order of his army, which was divided into ſeve- 


ral bodies. Des Querdes perceiving this motion, 
thought that the enemy was flying, and marched to 
attack them. The young Salazar, raſh, but excel- 
lent at any ſudden attempt, marching into the field 
ſurpriſed a party of the French, and defeated them, 
This ſmall advantage brought on the battle. The 


them on to the engagement. 

The French were poſted on the mountain of En- 
| guin, oppoſite to that of Guinegate, where the e- 
| nemy lay. The French army conſiſted of eighteen 
| hundred lances and four thouſand franc-archers. 
The enemy had far leſs cavalry, but were much ſu- 


| nearly equal. 


of his army, ſupported by three thouſandGerman ar- 


chers or arquebuſiers lined with artillery, and threw 
his horſe into the wings. 


counter was extremely fierce ; and they long fought 
with equal advantage; but the Flemiſh horſe, be- 
ing .puſhed beyond the foot, gave way and were 


ſued them to the foſſes of Aire, and committed an 
{irreparable fault in carrying with them the horſe, 


M 2 French 
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from Blangis, and advanced into the field. Upon 


troops of Maximilian required their officers to lead 
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| perior in their foot, and their numbers were pretty 


Maximilian reſting upon the mountain of Guine- 
| gate placed five hundred Engliſh archers in the front 


The battle began about two o⸗ clock. The French 
gend- armes attacked the enemy's horſe. The en- 


ſoon put to flight. Des Querdes and Torcy pur- 


un which the ſtrength of their army conſiſted. The 
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French archers taking this firſt advantage for the 
victory, threw themſelves upon the baggage, and fell 
to plundering inſtead of fighting. The count de 
Romont taking advantage of this diſorder, fell upon 
the archers and put them to flight. Naſſau at the 
fame inſtant charged the French horſe, who were 
diſbanded in purſuing the Flemiſh gend-armes, The 


French being once divided, rallied only by pelotoons; : 
they fought always bravely ; but their whole efforts h 
ſerved only to diſpute a victory, which they loft h 
thro' their own fault, and which their enemies * 


could not ſay they had gained. They paſſed the 6 
night indeed upon the field of battle, but that was 
all the advantage they gained by the labour of that 
day; they were obliged to abandon the ſiege, and 
could never attempt any thing more of conſequence 
during the reſt of the campaign. They loſt ſeveral 
officers of diſtinction, ſuch as the grand bailey of 
Bruges, the ſon of Cornelius baſtard of Burgundy, 
d'Haluin, des Cornets, Abazieres, Lormon, Salins, 
| Moleroncourt. The counts of Romont and de Jo- 
igny were wounded. Ligne, Olivier de Croy, Con- 
de Frene, Barlette, la Marche, la Gruthuſe, du 
Tilloy, Queſnoy, Viſinal, and Grandinet, were 
taken priſoners. The French loſt no officers of diſ- 
tinction, except Waſte de Montpedon, and Bloſſet 
le Beauvoiſien. . 
The king underwent great diſquietudes upon the 
firſt news he had of this action. His natural diſtruſt 
made him believe, that they did not acquaint him 
with the loſs. He was uſed to ſay, that he took 
his ſubjects money from them only to ſpare their 
blood, and that he did not love to hazard a battle. 
He even never attacked a place, *till after he had 
tryed to gain the governor by preſents; and whe 
he found him avaritious, he ſoon triumphed over 1! 
by prodigality. 


Amelgardus 
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Amelgardus, a contemporary writer and violent 
enemy to Lewis XI. ſays that both ſides claimed 
the victory, and that the French, after having got 
it, loſt it only thro' their avarice. 


When the king was better informed of what 
had paſſed in the action, he diſpatched meſſengers 


to all quarters to allay the fears which his own unea- 
ſineſs had raiſed. And as he knew, that the loſs of 
the battle was entirely owing to the greedineſs of his 
horſe in making priſoners, to gain by their ranſom, 
he required that they ſhould all be added to the ge- 


neral booty, and ſent a letter to S. Pierre the grand 


ſeneſchal upon this head, in the following terms ; 


M. le grand ſenichal, I beg you would let * M. de 


St. Andre know, that I will be ſerved to my own profit, 


and not with auaritious views, So long as the war laſts, 
fer theſe whom you ſhall find capable of doing me diſſer- 


| all thrown into the booty, for by this means the captains 
| will find the bulk of the priſoners will bring them in but 
| a trifle ; this is what I require, that another time they 
| may Kill all, and take no more priſoners, nor horſes, nor 

| pillage, nor We ever loſe the baitle, I beg of you, my 


| themſelues, and ſee that the thing be done as I require 
it.... Bid M. de S. Andre make not the leaſt oppoſition, 

er it is the firſt in/lance of diſobedience ] have ever had 
he Vom an officer........l will ſoon take his head from 
uſt 7 ſhoulders ; but I believe be will not contradict 
im WL | | 


ok 1 The 
ell rs . | 
tle. A lieutenant in the duke of Bourbon's company. 


had I To underſtand the motives of this letter, it will be 


hen neceſſary to know, that the ranſoms of priſoners being 


er it antiently 1 to thoſe who had taken them, the eager- 
ess of taking them was greater than that of fighting. 


rdus | Lewis XI. by ordering theſe ranſoms to be thrown into 


let all the priſoners be thrown into the general booty, and 


vice, 1 deſire they may not be given up. ... I will have 


friend M. le grand ſenichal, ſpeak to all the captains by 
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The loſs of the victory of Guinegate was amply 
made up to France by the ſucceſs of vice-admiral 
Coulon, who having encountered the Dutch flect 
conſiſting of fourſcore veſſels as they were returning 
home from the Baltick ſea and the herring-fiſhery, 
took it and carried it into the ports of Normandy, 
This capture threw all Holland into a conſterna- 


tion. 0 


Maximilian having recruited his army, ſet out 
from Aire at the head of five and twenty thouſand 
foot and one thouſand horſe, and attacked the caſtle 
of Malanoy defended by Remond d'Offaigne ſur- 
named the cadet Remonnet, and an hundred and 
ſixty reſolute Gaſcons, This handful of men ſtop'd 
the progreſs of Maximilian's army for three days. 


They were at laſt carryed by ſtorm, and moſt of 


them ſlain with their arms in their hands. Re- 


monnet ſurrendering upon aſſurances given him, 


that he ſhould: be treated as a priſoner of war, was 
hanged.:. 7:5 0 , 1 55 | 
Ihe king, reſolved to take vengeance in an ex- 


ewplary manner for the execution of Remonnet, 


ordered ſeveral priſoners of diſtinction to be marked 
out and hanged. Triftan PHermite provoſt of the 
army cauſed ſeven to be hanged upon the ſpot, where 
Remonnet had been executed. Ten were hanged 


| before Douay, ten before 8. Omers, ten before Liſle, 


and ten before Arras. Among theſe unhappy per- 
ſons was a ſon of the king of Poland, who was go- 
ing to be executed, when there came a courier from 


the king to ſave his life. His majeſty, to compleat 


his vengeance, ordered his troops to march along the 
Lis towards the county of Guine, with orders to 
put all to fire and ſword. They took ſeventeen 
Wh | „ places, 


the general booty, and divided in common, made his 
ſoldiers leſs ſollicitous about taking priſoners, than when 
they were aſſigned to each private man's account. 
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places, which were all of them almoſt entirely re- 
duced to aſhes, 

The ſeries and chain of events, which paſſed this 
year in the Low-Countries and the two Burgundies, 
has not allowed me to mention the projects which 
the king had formed, and would have fully execu- 
ted, if the truce had been as faithfully kept, as he 
expected, 1 

He ordered a collection to be made of all the laws 
and cuſtoms, whether French or foreign, in order 
to form from them one ſettled and uniform code for 
the whole kingdom. By this means he intended to 
cut ſhort all law-ſuits, to prevent any wranglings i 
ariſing from a diverſity of interpretations, and to 
have but one law, one weight, and one meaſure, BD! 
There is no perſon, except thoſe who ſubſiſt by our | 1 
errors and abuſes, but muſt lament that ſuch a proo' 
je& ſhould ſtill remain unexecuted. “ Lewis made 20 
alſo this year a very diſcreet regulation concerning 1 
| the watch and ward of caſtles. Private lords abuſed Wi 

a ſuppoſed right to vex their vaſſals; they made 1 

them quit their occupations and employments, or 9 
obliged them to excuſe themſelves from watching 11 
by a pecuniary mulct; and they required the largeſt 1 
ſums from thoſe who were moſt neceſſary to their 
profeſhion, and conſequently to the ſtate. The king 
guarding ſuch places by his troops, as were of con- 
ſequence to the ſecurity of the kingdom, judged it 
uſeleſs, and perhaps dangerous, for particular lords 
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to guard their own caſtles; that this privilege, „ 
which poſſibly might have formerly been of ſervice, 1 
was now no more than an occaſion of revolt, and a WW: 
pretext for vexation ; and that in the preſent go- hn 
n | yvernment it ought to ceaſe with the neceſſity, that 1 
5% had given riſe to it. It was ordered, that in all 1 74 
i 2 „ places, 1 ; 
* An uniformity of laws would certainly be very ad- 1 
en Yantageons ; but *tis ſaid, that a diverſity of meaſures is 7 
favourable to trade. \1 
| 1 
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places, which were not frontier, thoſe who were 
ſubject to watch and ward ſhould be excuſed from 
it by paying yearly five ſols. The people by this 
means found themſelves delivered from a multitude 
of private tyrants, whoſe authority was ſo much the 
more ſevere, as it was frequently uſurped. 


In commending Lewis XI. for ſecuring his law- 


ful authority, I cannot but own that he ſometimes 
carried it too far. He cauſed informations to be 
exhibited againſt the duke of Bourbon's officers for 
ſeveral proceedings, whereof they were accuſed by 
one Doyac, a vaſſal of the duke's, and his declared 


enemy. The memorial preſented againſt this prince 


charges him with fortifying his places, maintaining 
troops, altering the coin, preventing appeals from 


his own to the king's courts, and putting to death 
ſeveral perſons. The king ordered the matter to 
be inquired into; but what ſhewed more paſſion 
than juſtice, Doyac himſelf was one of the com- 


miſſioners appointed for the enquiry. The duke of 


Bourbon's chancellor appeared before the parliament, 
proved that his maſter had done nothing but what 


was right, and overturned all the calumnies of his 
accuſers. After a long ſuit the duke's officers were 
acquitted, . 5 885 
In the mean time Ferdinand having made peace 
with France, queen Iſabella took a journey to Alcan- 
tara, to viſit her aunt Donna Beatrix, the mother 
to the queen of Portugal. It was at firſt expected, 


that an accommodation between the crowns of 


Caſtille and Portugal would have been the fruit of 


this interview; but the conferences were without 


effect. The war was revived with greater fury 
than ever. The Portugueſe, upon lofing the battle 
of Albufeira and ſeveral important places, 
Sept. 4. were obliged to make peace. The king 
of Portugal and Jane his mother, re- 
e i gh nounced 
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nounced the crown of Caſtile, and Ferdinand the 
title of king of Portugal. 

Zurita is miſtaken, when he ſays, that the peace 
between Portugal and Spain was concluded in the 
interview between Iſabella and Donna Beatrix ; it 
was not made till eight months after. He is again 
miſtaken, when he fays, that arbitrators Frere then 
agreed upon to decide the differences between France 
and Spain. This was done the year before, nor had 
the king then any miniſter in Spain. 

About this time the duke of Albany, brother to 
James III. king of Scotland, having eſcaped out of 


the priſon where the king his brother kept him con- 1 
fined, came to Paris. Six months before there 1 
came embaſſadors from Scotland to treat of a mar- HRS 
riage for the duke of Albany. This is all we know . 
of it ; though it is believed to have been with Anne 1 
de la Tour, the daughter of Bertrand de la Tour, 1 | 
and Louiſe de la Tremoüille. The hiſtorian of the 1 | 


univerſity might poſſibly hence be miſtaken in 
ſpeaking of the embaſſadors of Sweden, before whom 
the univerſity marched in proceſſion, I do not find 
there was any embaſly from Sweden this year ; and 


perhaps for Sueciæ we ought to read Scotic. 
The king paid the duke of Albany all poſſible 
| = honours, but refuſed him the aid he demanded 
; againſt the perſecution of his brother. Edward ſup- 
N plied him with an army under the command of the 


duke of Glouceſter. The duke of Albany returned 

c into Scotland, was received in Edinburg, and could 
f have dethroned his brother, if his generoſity had not 
˖ been ſuperior to his reſentment. The king of Scot- 
land more offended at his virtue, than affected with 
. it, could not forgive his brotherthe fright he had 
thrown him into. The duke of Albany finding 
himſelf obliged either to renew the war, or be per- 1 
petually expoſed to perſecution, came over again inn 
to France to be out of the way of it. Y 8 '' 
Sn Ge 2” After 
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After the battle of Guinegate, the reſt of the year 


was ſpent in negotiations. Lewis at the beginning 


of the year had ſent Blanchefort the mareſchal of his 
houſhold into Provence, to engage king Reignier, 
to give up to him the Barrois, Anjou, and the other 


territories for which he could treat. The king to 
1 upon him, demanded of him the portion of 


ary of Anjou, the reimburſement of ſeveral con- 
ſiderable ſums which the duke of Calabria had re- 


ceived, and the ranſom of queen Margaret. He 


made in ſhort ſo many pretenſions, that Reignier 
conſented to give up to his majeſty the town and 
provoſtſhip of Bar- le-Duc with this clauſe; by way 


F renting and for fix years, according to the appoint- 


ments made by the biſhop of Marſeilles, and Honorat de 
Bere. Reignier diſpatched la Jaille his chamberlain 
to ſettle this affair. And the king ordered Bourne] 
his maſter of the houſhold, and Montmirel clerk of 


the accounts, to take poſſeſſion of the duchy of Bar. 
| Reignier held this duchy of the cardinal of Bar, who 


had uſurped it from Robert de Bar his nephew. 
The friendſhip which the king had always had for 


the houſe, of Savoy, farther engaged him to take 


duke Philbert under his protection, who at the time 
of his mother's death Volande of France was not 


quite fourteen years old. The young duke's uncles 


all equally pretended to the regency and guardian- 
ſhip, concerning which the ſtates were determined 
to decide. The king diſpatched the count of Dunois, 


the duke's uncle by his wife, with Frederick prince 
of Tarentum, and Commines, who conducted. Phil- 
bert into Dauphine “. 


By Notwith- 
* Guichenon the hiſtorian of Savoy, an author other- 
wiſe very exact, ſeems not to have known of this journey. 


But we ſee by the accounts of Denis Bidaut, that Philbert 


came into Dauphine, to Bourges, and to 'Tours, from 
whence he was conveyed back to Camberri by Lewis 
| | | d' Amboile, 


in 


of that, which was taken in 1482. 8 
* For the ſum of 500,000 livres, whereof 35, ooo were 
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Notwithſtanding the ſolemn engagements, which 
the duke of Britany had entered into with Lewis XI. 
he ſtill kept up a correſpondence with Edward, and 
offered him to give his daughter in marriage to the 
prince of Wales. The king laid before the duke 
his treaties, his letters and his oaths, and let him 


know that he could not be unacquainted with his 


majeſty's being at war with Maximilian; that when 
France was attacked, all her vaſſals were bound to 


aſſiſt her; and that himſelf the duke of Britany be- 
ing a prince of the blood was obliged to it by his 


quality, his rank, and his treaties. | 
The duke not ſeeming diſpoſed to fulfil his en- 


gagements, the king reſolved to give him ſome di- 
ſturbance. He purchaſed of John de Broſſe and 
Nicola de Chatillon or Britany, the claim they had 


to this duchy. Nicola was the great grand-daugh- 


ter and heireſs of Jane the cripple, who had ſo cou- 


ragiouſly diſputed Britany with her uncle John de 
Montfort. The duke knowing that ſuch preten- 


ſions, having ſome foundation in themſelves, be- 
come {till more effective in the hands of a powerful 
prince, entered into a league offenſive and defenſive 


with the duke and ducheſs of Auſtria, and with Ed- 


ward. De 1 7 5 
Lewis finding that it was of no uſe to put princes 
in mind of their engagement by treaties, which were 


never 


I'Amboiſe, biſhop of Alby. Philip de Commines like- 
wiſe makes no mention of this journey, but ſpeaks only 


paid to John count of Nevers, duke of Brabant, for what 
was left unpaid of the portion of the late Paule de Broſſe 
bis ſecond wife, and the other 15000 to Iſabel de la Tour 
the wife of Albret lord of Orval. This affair was tran- 


ſacted on the 12th of Dec. 1479, but was not ſigned till 
the 2d of Jan. following. By this means John de Broſſe 


and Nicola his wife loſt the barony of Penthievre, which 
Was never reſtored either to them or their deſcendants, 
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never interpreted but according to their own intereſt 
frequently miſunderſtood, choſe rather to ſeem ig- 
norant of this treaty, than to complain of it. He 
completed the payment of queen Margaret's ranſom, 
continued to pay Edward's penſion, and ſent Guyot 
de Cheſnay his Maitre-de Hotel, into England, with 
Garnier maſter of the requeſts and mayor of Poitiers, 


under the pretext of ſettling the dowry of the prin- 


ceſs Elizabeth, who was to marry the dauphin. 
The Engliſh demanded fourſcore thouſand livres; 


the king conſtantly offered a much leſs ſum, as 


having no deſign to bring the affair to a concluſion, 
but ſeeking only to gain time and negotiate every 
where. - 5 
He diſpatched miniſters to every one of the Swiſs 
cantons, to raiſe forces, and to prevent his enemies 
from doing the ſame. On the other ſide he heark- 
ened to the propoſitions, which the Genoeſe made 
him by Hector de Fieſque count of Lomaigne. 
At the ſame time Perceval de Dreux his majeſty's 
chamberlain, and Peter Francberge maſter of the 
requeſts, were at Metz to confer with the deputies 
of Catherine de Gueldres, the biſhop of Munſter 
and the county of Zutphen. T heſe deputies firſt 
demanded that the young duke of Guelderland and 
his ſiſter ſhould be ſet at liberty, whom the late duke 
Charles had carried with him, when he made him- 
ſelf maſter of the duchy of Guelderland and county 
of Zutphen, and whom Maximilian ftill kept pri- 
ſoners. | 16S 5 
The king required, that Catherine de Gueldres, 
the biſhop of Munſter, and the ſtates of Zutphen, 
ſhould engage by letters patents to ſerve France con- 
ſtantly againſt Maximilian and his deſcendants. 
The deputies agreed very well with the king's mi- 
niſters; but they demanded, that the king ſhould 
not be allowed to make the leaſt truce before the 
deliverance of the duke of Guelderland, whereas his 
* . 6 FR 


every canton. 
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majeſty would not renounce the liberty of making a 
ſhort ſuſpenſion of arms according as circumſtances 


ſhould ariſe. What the iſſue of theſe conferences 


was, we know not. 


Towards the end of this year his ma- Dec, 1 3. 
jeſty tranſlated the body of his firſt wife 


Margaret of Scotland from the cathedral of Chalons 
to a chapel in the abbey of 8. Laon at Tours, where 
this princeſs had choſe to be buried, 3 | 
The ſmall dependance there was to be had upon 
treaties obliged the king to be perpetually 
negotiating, He was well informed of 1480. 
all the intrigues of the duke of Britany, Eater, 
and knew that the emperor had threatened April 2. 
the Switzers to make war upon them, if 
they ſupplied France with troops. The advantage 
be made of theſe advices was to keep penſionaries in 
The king having conſtantly his eye upon England 
again ſent the biſhop of Elne with Caſtelnau, Bre- 
tevoux, and Baillet maſter of the requeſts, to ſettle 
the conditions of the truce for an hundred years, to 
agree upon arbitrators of the differences that might 
ariſe during that term, and to perſuade the Enzhſh 
that he deſired the accompliſnment of the dauphin's 
marriage with the princeſs Elizabeth. 


The greateſt difficulty was, that Edward inſiſted 
upon the dukes of Auſtria and Britany being compre- 
hended in the truce, Lewis urged, that they ought 


to be excluded, becauſe by the treaty made in Au- 
guſt 1475, all thoſe, who were diſpoſed to be com- 
prehended in the truce, were obliged to declare it 
within three months, and that as the late duke 
Charles had not done it, thoſe who repreſented him 
had no right to do it; that beſides the article, which 
before related to the duke of Burgundy, could now 


be applied to no body but the king, who was in 
reality lord of Burgundy, as it was reverſible to the 


Crown. 


3. 


„ 
: : 


254 The HIsToR T of LEWIS XI. 


crown. He added, that Maximilian conſidered as 
duke of Burgundy, was the vaſſal and ſubject of 
France, and that the treaty expreſsly injoined that 
the two kings ſhould not aſſiſt the vaſſals or ſubjects 
of each other under any pretence whatſoever. The 
king urged this laſt reaſon in regard to the duke of 
Britany, who being his vaſſal had done him homage, 
and whoſe courts were under the juriſdiction of the 
parliament. N 1 . 
The embaſſadors were farther charged to aſſure 
king Edward, that whatever belonged to his ſub- 
jects, in the places where the king ſhould get the 
maſtery, ſhould be delivered to them. But it was 
more particularly recommended to them to urge, 
that the obligation his majeſty was under of paying 
Edward 50,000 crowns a year during the truce was 
drawn up in ſuch manner as to be relative, and that 
the king was diſcharged from the payment in caſe 
the truce was broken. Beſides the inſtructions he 
gave his embaſſadors, his majeſty alfo wrote a letter 
to Edward with his own hand to aſſure him, that he 
deſired nothing more earneſtly than to live with him 
in the ſtricteſt friendſhip, and to ſeal it by the mar- 
riage of the dauphin® + 
Lewis knowing, that proteſtations of friendſhip 
were leſs capable of working upon Edward than mo- 
ney, ordered 25000 crowns to be paid him for fix 
months of his penſion. He alſo propoſed a match 
between the prince of Wales and the daughter of 
the ducheſs of Milan. To this purpoſe Edward ſent 
an embaſſy to Milan. The project failed however 
through the other engagements which Edward en- 
tered into ſoon after. But as the king's intention 
was principally to gain time, he partly obtained what 
he deſired. 1 
While the king employed all poſſible means to 
avoid the war, he omitted nothing that was neceſ- 
ſary to put himſelf into a proper condition to ſupport | 
b | 1 if, 


af” 
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it. He ordered the companies of ordinance to he 
completed, and lined the frontiers of Picardy and 
Flanders with troops, He was alſo ſenſible, that 
he could not ſecure his new conqueſts otherwiſe than 
by deſtroying every branch of revolt throughout the 
kingdom. He had ſeveral times pardoned the in- 
habitants of Arras, without being able to gain their 
affection; he therefore reſolved to diſperſe them, 
and repeople the city with new inhabitants. He 
cauſed workmen and tradeſmen to he carried thither 
from the principal towns in the kingdom. Thoſe 
whom he charged with this commiſſion picked up 
only a pack of idle fellows, who hated work, were con- 
ſtantly diſpoſed to do miſchief, pernicious to the ſtate 
merely thro” their lazineſs, and by no means capable 
of ſupporting a new colony. In ſhort, the greater 
part of thern run away, and ruined thoſe that were 
left behind. The king gave freſh orders, reſolved 
to eſtabliſh there a manufactory, and to ſupply the 
expence of it, laid a tax upon the ſalt in the provin- 


ces bordering upon the Seine and the Vonne. The 
| fRking to ſecure himſelf of the new inhabitants, and 
„ oblige the towns, from whence he drew whole fa- 

= milies, to make a good choice, cauſed every one of Wy 
» WE the faid towns to advance five hundred crowns to = 
ſuch as were ſent out to ſettle at Arras, and thus "i 


they choſe laborious people, that might be capable 
, of paying back the ſums they had advanced. Lewis 


f I gave the city, which he looked upon as a creature it AP 
t of his own, the Arms they now bear. He would 2 
r [WE have alſo had it called Franchi/e, but the name of Ae 
Arras was ſtill continued. i 
n The king behaved in a different manner towards \ "70 
it Franche-comte, He applied himſelf to gain the af- 1 
fection of the nobility, honoured de Vergy with his 1 
o confidence, and gave him a commiſſion to treat ay 
- with the Switzers. He granted a pardon to Charles 14 9 , 
it de Neuchatel archbiſhop of Beſancon, and confirmed 1 


in 
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all the privileges of that city, reſerving only to him- 
ſelf the right of protection. 
He purchaſed Chitel-ſur-Moſelle for 


April. | ſixty thouſand livres. This acquiſition, 


with that of the duchy of Bar, and the 


new penſions he paid into England, were very ex- 


penſive to him; and he farther found himſelf obliged 


to give an hundred thouſand livres to the Switzers. 


Having obſerved that this nation was indifferent to 


whom it was allied, and entirely influenced by inte- 
reſt, he governed it by that, and hindered it from 
declaring i in favour of Maximilian, who could give 
nothing more than promiſes, whilſt France advanced 
conſiderable ſums. 

Vergy, Buſſi Lamet, Cleret, and Vaudrey, were 


ſolely employed in retaining 'the Switzers in the 
king's alliance, But as his majeſty could not be 


ignorant, that notwithſtanding the ſums he ad- 
vanced for them, it was a grievance to them to ſee 


him maſter of Franche-comte, he fortified Auxonne, 


Poligny, and the other places, which Chaumont 
had taken. 

So many diy expences obliged Lewis 
XI. to retrench a fourth part of the penſions. This 
remedy not ſufficing, he called together the ſtates of 
ſeveral provinces ; and it was reſolved, that to ſup- 


ply the neceſſity of the ſtate without burdening the 
people, the taxes in ſeveral provinces ſhould be paid 


in kind, which would be more eaſy to the inhabi- 
tants, and no leſs profitable to the ſtate, than if paid 
in money. Normandy was charged with finding 


_ proviſions for the army of Picardy, and Champagne 


with that of Luxembourg, The provinces beyond 
the Loire were to keep the army of Burgundy. 
Coittier his majeſty's firſt phyſician and Galchaut 
his maitre-d'hôtel were to inſpect the proviſions. 
The body of the army was in Artois, and kept 


at bay the army of Maximilian. Chaumont witha 
8 on "body 
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. body of troops entered Luxembourg, and took Vire- 
ton and VVoy. The campaign paſſed in ſkirmiſhes. 
Galiot, who ever ſince the death of duke Charles 
had ſerved under the king, made continual inroads 
into Luxembourg. Chantereine laid ſiege to Beau- 


mont. The counteſs of Varnebourg, of the houſe of 


Croy, defended herſelf with all the courage of the 
greateſt commander. Not being able to keep the 
place, ſhe retired into the caſtle, and did not capi- 


tulate till ſhe had her huſband's expreſs orders. She 


went out upon honourable conditions, and retreated 
with him into Germany. 
The two parties apprehending a general affair, 
ſought to ſurprize each other. Des Querdes the 
king's lieutenant in Picardy, cauſed a falſe informa- 


tion to be given to Cohin governor of Aire, by one 


Robin. He ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, that 
it was very eaſy to furprize Hefdin, and ſet out for 
this expedition at the head of 500 of the braveſt 
men of the gariſon of Aire. He came by night to 


the foot of the wall; and Robin drawing near to it 


ſpoke to the centinel, who anſwered as being in the 


ſecret, There was a hole dug in a tower fix foot 


lower than the floor, which Des Querdes had cauſed 
to be made for this purpofe. Robin entered firſt, 


and made his eſcape by means of the darkneſs ;_ 


every one preſſing to follow him, great numbers of 
the enemy were preſently in the tower, and cryed 
| out Long live Burgundy, At the fame inſtant the 
trap-door was let fall, and they found themſelves 
| taken priſoners, when they thought they were 
maſters of the place. Not being able to eſcape, and 
| refuſing to ſurrender, they were all killed with their 


ſwords in their hands. Cohin, who was not yet 


entered, went back in deſpair. 
Lewis this year fixed the poſts for the great roads 


of the kingdom. The firſt eſtabliſhment was only 


for the king and the princes his allies, with a prohi- 
e bition 
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bition to ſupply any private perſon with horſes, un- 

leſs by an expreſs order from the grand-maſter, 

who was ereated at the fame time. The king had 
ranted the commiſſion ever ſince the month of 

1 1464, but the project was not executed till 


this year, upon the occaſion of the dauphin's ſick- 


neſs. The king deſiring to hear of him every day, 
eſtabliſhed couriers upon the roads from Amboiſe to 
Beauce and the Gatinois, where he paſſed the ſum- 
mer. el 

Lewis appeared to be under the utmoſt concern 
for the life of his ſon. After he grew well, he 
enobled Thomas Guillaume his phyſician in ordi- 
nary, who had attended upon him during his ill- 
neſs, and gave the revenue of the provoſtſhip of 
 Meaux to Stephen de Veſc, whom in his letters he 
names, Him among jt our ſervants, who is continually 
employed day and night in ſaving the perſon of the dau- 
phin, and in whom we have for this ſingular confidence, 

It was with reaſon, that the king told the pope, 
the king of Naples, and the princes of Italy, that 


the Chriſtians could not be too much upon their 


guard againſt the Turks, Mahomet II. prudent, 
active, intrepid, and cruel, had only the virtues or 
the vices of an hero. The taking of Conſtantino- 
ple and the deſtruction of ſeveral empires, upon the 
ruin of which he built his own, made him maſter 
of the Eaſt, and formidable to Europe. His victo- 
Ties inſpired him with a deſire of paſſing into Italy. 
The diviſion which reigned among the chriſtian 
- Princes made him almoſt ſecure of ſucceſs. He ſet 
on foot two armies at once, Which had been ac- 
"$74 cuſtomed to conquer. The ſtrongeſt of 
May. them made a deſcent in the iſland of 
Rhodes, and laid ſiege to the city. 
Whatever valour could attempt, or rage could em- 
ploy that was terrible, was put in execution againſt 
that place; but all the efforts of the Ottomans be- 
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came ineffectual through the wiſdom, the vigilance, 
and the reſolution of the grand-maſter Peter d' Au- 
buſſon, and the intrepidity of the knights. Theſe 
heroes, whoſe ſpirit has been perpetuated in their 
ſucceſſors, defeated the fortune of Mahomet. The 
Turks, after having inveſted the town for four 


months, were obliged to raife a ſiege, WEED had 


coſt them upwards of 30,000 men. 


The Ottoman army was more ſucceſsful in Italy. 


They carried the town of Otranto by 


ſtorm, after having ſat down a month Aug. 13. 


before it. They put all to the ſword | 
without diſtinction of age or ſex. The archbiſhop 
was maſſacred at the foot of the altar, exhorting 


the inhabitants to die like chriſtians. Not one was 


willing topurchaſe his life at the expence of his faith. 


They all periſhed ſword in hand, worthy of com- 


paſſion through their misfortunes, if their death 
did not deferve to be envied, 

As the chriſtians owed their loſſes only to the FA 
viſions which reigned among them, ſo Italy owed its 


ſafety only to the variances which aroſe between 
the fons of Mahomet II. and which made them loſe | 


the town of Otranto, 

In the mean time died Reignier king of Naples i in 
the ſeventy-ſecond year of his age, la- 
mented by his ſubjects, and as much di- 
ſtinguiſhed by his ſufterings, as com- 
mendable for his virtues. By his will he diſpoſed of 
Provence and his claim to the kingdom of Naples in 


| favour of the only ſurviving male of his houſe, his 


nephew Charles, the ſon of the count of Maine. 
He gave the duchy of Bar to Yolande his eldeſt 


daughter, who had already inherited Lorraine, and 


made a ceſſion of it to Reignier II. whom ſhe had 
by the count of Vaudemont. To Margaret his ſe- 
cond daughter, queen dowager of England, who 
was a priſoner at the time he made his will, he left 


only 


Fuly 10. 
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only a thouſand crowns.in ready money, and an an- 
nuity of two thouſand livres out of the duchy of Bar, 

To Jane de Laval his wife, Reignier bequeathed 
very large revenues in Anjou, Provence, and the 
Barrois. To John his natural ſon he gave the mar- 
quiſate of Pont-à-Mouſſon, with the territories of 
St. Remi and St. Cannat in Provence. According 
to the cuſtom of thoſe times he gave a great deal to 


the churches, particularly to the church of St. Mau- 
rice at Angers, where he was interred, and to the 
Cordeliers of the ſame town, with whom his heart 


was lodged. And being more jealous of his title of 


king, than if he had been in poſſeſſion, he ordered 


that his funeral ſhould be ſolemnized with the pomp 
ſuitable to . majeſty. As he lived ſix years after 
he made his ® will, he annulled ſeveral clauſes of it 
by the treaties be made afterwards. 


Lewis, to whom queen Margaret had yielded all 


her pretenſions, complained that this princeſs was 


diſinherited, a princeſs, who as ſhe had nothing 


given with her in marriage, had likewiſe done no- 
thing which could be a bar to her ſucceſſion. He 
maintained, that ſhe ought to have half of her mo- 


ther's fortune, and even all Lorain, as Yolande 

by her marriage-contra& with the count of Vaude- 
mount had renounced all ſucceſſion either to father or 
mother, except the portion which ſhe had received. 


Beſides the claim which the king derived from Mar- 
garet, he was creditor of the dukes John and Ni- 
cholas for upwards of a million, He had paid two 


hundred 


* The executors appointed by Reignier to his will 
were queen Jane de Laval, Charles count of Maine his 


nephew, Reignier duke of Lorain his grandſon, Wil- 


liam de Harcourt count of Tancarville, Guy de Laval 


his ſeneſchal of Anjou, John de la Vignolle dean of An- 


gers, Dr. John Perrot his confeſſor, Peter le Roy his 
vice-chancellor, John Vinel judge of Anjou, and Tour- 


neville archprieſt of Angers. 
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hundred thouſand crowns, whilſt the affair of the 
marriage of his daughter Anne with Nicholas then 
marquiſs du Pont was in debate; forty thouſand 
livres annually for ten years to the father and the 
ſon; fifty thouſand crowns for the ranſom of Mar- 
garet, and a penſion of fix thouſand livres for her 
ſubſiſtance. This princeſs renewed this 


year the ceſſion ſhe had made to him OA, 19. 


four years before. 
Lewis gave orders to the archbiſhop of Bordeaux, 
Phillip Pot count of St. Pol, Francberge maſter of 


the requeſts, Baudot and Henriet counſellors in par- 


liament, to go into Lorain and lay all theſe pre- 


tenſions before Yolande, to whom he gave no other 


title than that of counteſs of Vaudemount. Duke 
Reignier her ſon being then at Venice, engaged the 


{ republick to recommend his intereſts to the king, 
His majeſty returned to the embaſſadors of Venice, 


in writing, the cauſes of complaint he had againſt 
Reignier. He firſt reproached him with the want 


of gratitude for the protection he granted him a- 


gainſt the duke of Burgundy, and With having con- 


ſtantly favoured Maximilian in oppoſition to France. 


'Twas added, that he could not but know himſelf 


to be the king's ſubject; that his greateſt honour 


was his deſcent from the houſe of France by his 
mother ; that all his eſtates were held of the crown ; 
that Lorain was not a maſculine fief, as he enjoyed 
it only in right of his mother and grandmother z 
that amongſt daughters there was no right of elder- 
ſhip; and that conſequently Margaret ought to have 
an equal ſhare with Yolande her ſiſte rn 

that Margaret had made a ceſſion of all Tuly 29. 
pretenſions to the king; and that he de- 


manded her moiety in all that the ducheſs Volande 


could poſſeſs, without reckoning in the conſiderable 
ſums, for which he was creditor. J 
Fo Whilſt 
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Whilſt the king was debating his claim to the v 
ſucceſſion of king Reignier, Charles de Martigny n 


biſhop of Elne was recalled from England, and cited al 
before the parliament by the procureur-general, as ſe 
having gone beyond his powers, and bi 
July 31. ſigned treaties prejudicial to France. th 
| Martigny replied in his defence, that th 
he had been three times appointed embaſſador into af 
England without having deſired it; and in accept- iſ 
ing the employment he had never bad any thing in th 
view but the king's ſervice; that his majeſty had th 
ſeemed ſatisfied with his firſt negotiation ; that the of 
ſecond had been ſtill more remarkable, as he was to ag 
engage againſt the miniſters of the emperor, Maxi- ni: 
milian, and Spain, who had all of them a powerful WW Hz 
party in the parliament; that he had been ſeveral BW me 
times in danger of being aſſaſſinated by the Flemiſh; ¶ fla 
but that he had been ſo fortunate as to triumph over by 
all their cabals, and retain Edward in the party of me 
France. As to the third embaſſy, Martigny owned, ple. 
that by his inſtructions he was only commiſſioned to Wt ftr1 
prolong the treaties of truce made in the years 147; ver 
and 1476, without any alteration; but that the ! 
king having given him to underſtand, that the pro 
principal object of his commiſſion was to prevent the WW ow 
union of the Engliſh with the Flemiſh, he had his 
Judged, that according to his notion of the kings pen 
inclination, it was better to go beyond his orders, Jud 
and run the riſque of being diſapproved, than to be liſh 
wanting in the renewal of a treaty which was ab- Was 
ſolutely neceſſary to France; that it was with this Eli. 
view he had comprehended the dukes of Auſtria and Whi 
Britany in the laſt truce, tho' they were not men- tino 
tioned in the preceding treaties; that he had in like Was 
manner conſented that the king ſhould ſubmit to the em 
eccleſiaſtical cenſures, if he diſcontinued the pay- him 
ment of the fifty thouſand crowns, tho? Edward re- on 
15 


fuſed to ſubmit to the ſame penalty tho* he ſhould 
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violate the treaty; that he had notwithſtandin 
made all poſſible repreſentations upon this ſubject, 
and had not gone beyond his powers, but to pre- 


ſerve the truce, which without this would have been 


broken; that in ſhort, he had done every thing 


that could be done for the benefit of the ſtate, and 


the ſervice of the king, or that the neceſlity of the 
affair would admit. 


The parliament, convinced of the innocence of 


the biſhop of Elne, the neceſſity of the ſtate, and 


the king's inclinations, tho' they made a great deal 
of noiſe with their procedures, paſſed no ſentence 


againſt him. In ſhort, Martigny was an able mi- 


niſter, and ſuch a one as the king ſtood in need of. 


He had conducted himſelf with a fidelity and judge- 
ment, which knew how to comply with circum- 


| ſtances ; and had done the moſt important ſervice 
| by expoſing himſelf to be diſapproved of. By this 
| means he gave the king time to act what part he 
| pleaſed, whereas if he had literally followed his in- 
ſtructions, the war was inevitable, and the ſucceſs 
| yery doubtful. © 95 ; WB 
: Deus XI. having put it in his power to diſap- 
prove of the ſteps taken by a miniſter, which in his 
own mind he abſolutely approved, did not change 
his behaviour towards Edward, but paid him his 
| penſions exactly. He conducted himſelf with equal 
judgment towards Howard and Langton the Eng- 
liſh embaſſadors. The ſubject of their commiſſion 
was the marriage of the dauphin with the princeſs 
| Elizabeth. The difficulty lay only in the penſion, 


which the Engliſh required whilſt the princeſs con- 


tinued in England. The king offered far leſs than 

was demanded ; but took care always to give the 
| embaſſadors reaſon to hope, that they might bring 
| him to the point they defired, that they might not 


make any abatement of themſelves. According to 


| his views, to gain time was to ſucceed. When 
e 5 | Martigny 
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Martigny was recalled from England, the ducheſ; 


dowager of Burgundy, Edward's ſiſter, went over 


thither to treat of a marriage between Anne the 


third daughter of the king her brother and Philip 
count of Charolois, the eldeſt fon of Maximilian 


and Mary of Burgundy. The ducheſs dowager had 
with her la Baume lord of Irlain, ſecond chamber- 
lain to the duke of Auſtria, Thomas de Pleine, and 
John Gros. Her propoſals were equally advanta- 
geous to Edward and Maximilian. She propoſed, 
to renounce the alliance with France, to renew the 


alliance which had formerly ſubſiſted between Eng- 


land and the late duke Charles, to make a league 


offenſive and defenſive againſt France, to ſend troops 


thither to re- conquer Normandy and Guyenne in 
favour of Edward, whilſt Maximilian recovered 


the provinces which Lewis had taken from 


him. But with all theſe flattering hopes, the ducheſs 


offered no ready money ; and Edward, who ſtood 


conſtantly in need of it to gratify his pleaſures, was 
extremely pleaſed with what he received from 


France, whereas they required of him two hundred 


thouſand crowns for his daughter's portion. He wa 


very much undetermined, when the lord Howard 


arrived in France. He immediately went to pay 
his compliments to the ducheſs of Burgundy, and 
told her that he had brought a fourth part of the 
French penſion ; that Lewis XI. conſented to ſub- 
mit to eccleſiaſtical cenſure, if he failed to continue 
the payment of 50,000 crowns, and did not accom- 
pliſh the marriage of the dauphin with the prince 
Elizabeth; but that he required that the dukes of 
Auſtria and Britany ſhould not be included in the 
truce, and that he was reſolved, rather than 


not hinder it, to ſacrifice one half of his kingdom, 


The ducheſs of Burgundy upon this immediately 

offered to Edward the ſame advantages which he had 

from France. She engaged in the name of the "mn 
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and ducheſs of Auſtria to pay him the ſame penſion 
of 50,000 crowns, and to begin the payment from 

the day he declared war againſt France,  _ 
The next day the contract of marriage Aug. 4. 
between the count of Charolois and te 
princeſs Anne was drawn up. They afterwards 
made another agreement, by which the duke and 
ducheſs of Auſtria gave back to Edward the portion 

of his daughter; and the king, that he might not be 


4 


behind hand with them in generoſity, or rather 
foreſeeing that his penſion would never be paid, 
gave it up to them, But not caring to loſe that 


which was paid him by the king, he declared within 
a few days after, that he deſigned to be mediater 


embaſſadors to acquaint the king with his intentions. 


to ſtir up her brother to make war upon Lewis XI, 
Maximilian relying no longer upon Edward, gave 
a commiſſion to the count de Romont to confer with 
du Lude about bringing about a truce. * 

It was in fact Shifed for ſeven months, Aug. 21, 
and afterwards prolonged. The duchers 

of Burgundy, who received inſtructions from Maxi- 
milian very oppaſfite to the ſcheme of a truce, was 
extremely offended at it ; ſhe complained of it very 
bitterly, and went back into Flanders. 
The duke of Britany was no ſooner informed of 


become the ſole object of the king's reſentment. 
He had entered into all the plots againſt his majeſty, 
and had frequently been the author of them. He 


deavoured by all manner of ways to bring Edward 
into it, He had even offered to give. his daughter 
Anne in marriage to the prince of Wales. This 


world to the kingdom, as it would have brought the 
Vor. II. ps Engliſh 


between Lewis and Maximilian, and diſpatched 


Whilſt the ducheſs of Burgundy was endeavouring 


this truce, than he grew apprehenſive that he ſhould 
had made a league with Maximilian, and had en- : 


alliance would have been the moſt fatal thing in the 
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Engliſh back again into it. The duke of Britany 
'being too ſenſible how much he had offended the king, 
ſent Partena and la Villeon into England to ſollicit 3 
by means of the ducheſs of Burgundy a renewal of P 
the Alliance with Maximilian under the guaranty of P. 
Edward; but as the ducheſs was gone back into 


Flanders before the arrival of theſe embaſſadors, 
this treaty was not made till the year following. A 
In the mean time the cardinal of S. Pierre - aux- 1 


Liens the pope's nephew, came into France as legate F 
to make peace between the king and the princes his MW * 
mejghbours. Lewis ſtraight informed himſelf of the 1 
character of thoſe, with whom he was to treat. He 
earnt that the legate was a man full of vanity and th 
falſe glory, and by that he reſolved to gain him. He b f 
ordered all imaginable honours to be paid him in the ) 
towns he paſſed through. Count dauphin d' Au- 


vergne, the baſtard of Maine, Chateau-villain, Dau- _ 
vet and feveral prelates went to meet him as far as oa 


8. Saphorin d'Ofon, .. Dauyet delivered him moſ 
ample powers, and gained him RDNA by a; Cir- C 
rumftance, 'which under the appearance of a pre- 


caution, was in reality no other than a flattering di- itt 
ftinction ſhewn to his perſon. He required an act, N . 
by which the legate declared, that he would not WW; | 
abuſe the fulneſs of his powers, and that the honoun f 22rd 
paid him ſhould not be drawn into a precedent for chri 
the legates that ſhould thereafter be ſent into France. ¶ conſ 
dome, and'was charmed with the confidence where- T 
with his majeſty honoured him, From thence he the 
went to Paris, where he was received Hang 
Sept. 4. with the higheſt honours, The parlia. I preſs 
ment profuſely beſtowed upon him al the 


the regards that were conſiſtent with the laws and 
maxims of the kingdom; but not thinking the ac, 
which the cardinal had given to Dauvet, either ſuff- 
oient or ſuitable to the majeſty of the king, the Gy 
boobed deg Fic en as n 
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after the legate's entry, the king's friends oppoſed the 

reading of the bull, by which the pope gave him 

power to compel the king and Maximilian to make 
ce by cenſure or .excommunication. 

The legate wrote to Maximilian, that the pope 
earneſtly deſired to reſtore peace among chriftian 
princes, in order to unite them againſt the Turks; 
that the king was very much diſpoſed to it; that 
he queſtioned not but his excellency was in the 
| ſame ſentiments; and that he was coming to him 
to finiſh an affair ſo ſacred, and ſo advantageous to 
al chriſtendom. 

The ftri& alliance there appeared to be between 
the king and the legate rendered the latter ſuſpected 
by Maximilian. He replied, that the affair was a 
| matter of too much importance for him to come to 
any reſolution about it without the advice of his bh 
council, and that he beſought his paternity not to 88 
proceed any farther in his} journey, till he had heard "20 
from him again. . 

The legate wrote back word to Maximilian, that _— 
| he never had any deſign to enter into his dominions —_— 
| without his approbation z but that he intreated his mo 
: excellency to have ſome regard to the honour of the 1 
holy ſee; that the affairs he came upon did not re- 500 
gard the perſon of the pope, but were ſuch as all 1 
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conſiſt with the dignity, wherewith he was inveſted, 1 
to attend too long the reſolution of his excellency. 1 
The legate being advanced as far as Peronne, at 
the ſame time diſpatched the archbiſhop of Rhodes 
and Octavien Sueſſa the conſiſtorial advocate, to 
preſs the deciſion of Maximilian, His highneſs ſent 
the letter and inſtructions of the legate's two depu- 
ties to Dauffay and Lannoy, that the 7 might go 
a 
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and confer with the legate. But Dauffay let him —_ 
| know, that the legate might paſs farther, and that 9% | 
lit would be neceſlary either to notify to him the 7 0 
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cauſes of the ſuſpicion they had of him, or to ad- 
A vertiſe him of an act of appeal by the 
OA. 5. duke's attorney- general. The legate a 
few days after ſent Maximilian a brief, 


by which the pope repreſented to his highneſs, that 


the prejudice he had conceived was altogether ground- 
leſs; that the cardinal was no more inclined to favour 
the king than himſelf; and that he had no other view 


but the publick good. For which reaſon he begged 
the duke to engage his nobility to reject all thoſe ſuſ. 


picions, and to give the legate a favourable audience, 


To this brief the cardinal added a letter, wherein he 


repeated what he had already ſaid in his former let- 
ters, and demanded a poſitive anſwer. The legate 
receiving no anſwer, and not knowing what courſe 
to take, wrote again once more, and ſent his letter 
by the archbiſhop of Rhodes, in whom he placed the 
utmoſt conſideneee. . 
Maximilian's prevention aroſe from the cardinal- 


| biſhop of Tournay, and the biſhop of Sebenigo the 


pope's nuncio, who were reſident in his court, and 


perpetually repreſenting the Jegate to him as an art- 


ful man, devoted to France; and they farther drew 
the archbiſhop of Rhodes into their party. This 


prelate was raiſed from a very low extraction to 
dignities, which are ſeldom obtained by perſons of 
_ obſcure birth, unleſs by great virtues or great vices, 


Avaritious, crafty, covetous, he had all the mean 
vices, as alſo the ingratitude, which is the conſe- 
quence of them. He owed his fortune to the legate, 
to whom he was attached by.intereſt, and out of the 
ſame motive betrayed him. 

The king, being always firſt informed 


o. 25. of what paſſed amongſt his enemies, ad- 


vertiſed the legate, that the archbiſhop 


| of Rhodes had ſuffered himſelf to be gained over by 
dhe cardinal of Tournay and Sebenigo, and that J 
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he did not obtain a poſitive anſwer, he had no other 
courſe to take than to retire, but that it would be 
firſt adviſeable to declare to the Gantois, that his 
legation had nothing in view but peace; that if 
they could once ſow diviſion between thoſe people 
and the duke's council, they would eafily take fire; 
but that above all it was neceſſary for the pope to 
recall the biſhop of Sebenigo, and to cite the cardi- 
nal of Tournay and the archbiſhop of Rhodes to 
Rome, to take their trial; and that this was the 
only means of making the authority of the holy ſee 
to be reverenced and feared, _ e 

The legate anſwered the king, that ge 
had been before hand with his advice, Oc. 28. 
that the bull had been notified at Ghent, N 
Bruges, and all the towns in Flanders; that he 


was farther going to write to them and lay before Wis! 
i. them the ills which their diſobedience to the holy 1 | 
de fe would bring upon them, and that if they per- 150 
0 ſiſted in it, he would retire; that the pope would 1 
take care of the cardinal of Tournay and the nun- Wo: 
8 cio; and as to the archbiſhop of Rhodes, he thought Ml 
i it neceſſary to ſecure him, and carry him to Cha- 9 
to deau- neuf near Avignon. The King having charged "$f 
d du Bouchage with the execution, the archbiſhop 1 
« Was carried off, and conveyed to Chateau- neuf. Will 
w i In the mean time Baudricourt, Soliers, and du "3/0 
e. Bouchage, were upon the frontiers, and labouring | "a 
te, either to make peace, or prolong the truce, The 


he ducheſs dowager of Burgundy, who held intelligence 
with the embaſſadors of Maximilian, raiſed every 

dei Say freſh difficulties, either thro' her naturally reſt- 
leſs indiſpoſition, or a deſire to make herſelf neceſ- 
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— fſary. The negotiation was entered upon by the 
br plenipotentiaries, but their mutual diſtruſt was a N 
bo continual obſtacle to the peace. They diſputed up- 3h 1 
be en every article without coming to an ecclairciſfe- £00 
ment. The character of embaſſador ſeemed to be 1 
N 3 e no 
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no ſafeguard, they did not venture to go to one an- 
other's houſes, without giving hoſtages. The reſt 
of the year was ſpent rather in diſputes than confe- 
rences. 15; i | 
The king had declared he would not put into 
compromiſe what the dukes of Burgundy had held 
in appenage; that if daughters might inherit it, 
they might alſo inherit the crown, which is con- 
trary to the fundamental law of the ſtate j that the 
ceſſion of Burgundy made by king John to duke 
Philip the bold, was null, and that the parliament 
of the kingdom was the ſole judge of all that con- 
cerns the peerage. ö 
Maximilian on the contrary pretended, that be- 
fore all things they ought to reſtore to him the an- 
tient patrimony of the dukes of Burgundy, and that 
the king could not refuſe to put him into poſſeſſion 
of the counties of Artois and Burgundy, the viſ- 
county of Auſſone, and the juriſdiction of 8. Lau- 
rent, without which he ſhould be compelled to it 
by the king of England. | To 4 
Lewis on his fide demanded Lifle, Douay, and 
Orchies, with all that duke Charles and Mary had 
taken away from the county of Artois, a fief of the 
crown, for which they had never done homage. 
The king after having made good his claim, offered 
to give up Lifte, Douay, and Orchies, and to give 
an acquittance for all that was due by the ſucceſſion 
of the dukes of Burgundy, provided the duke and 
ducheſs of Auſtria would renounce all pretenſions to 
the counties of Artois and Burgundy, 63 
Edward finding that the king and the duke of 
Auſtria agreed in nothing, wrote to Maximilian, 
that as the king could not live long, the beft ſcheme 
they could follow would be to wait till his death to 
make good their pretenſions, and in the mean time 
to conclude a treaty, which if Lewis ſhould _ 
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the Engliſh: would ſend againſt him a ſupply of five. 


thouſand me. 


It was true, that the king's health daily declined ;. 
he frequently fell inta fainting fits, which made thoſe 
about him apprehenſive for his life. He had one ſo 
conſiderable as he was riſing from table, that it was 


judged. he was going to die, He was not able to. 


ſpeak, and his ſenſes were very imperfet, In the 
mean time he made a ſign for them to open the win- 


dows, and give him air; but whether they did not 


underſtand him, or thought the air prejudicial to 
him, they kept him near the fire with the windows 


ſhut, Angelo Catto his phyſician, who was after 
wards archbiſhop of Vienna, and to whom Com 


mines dedicated his memoirs, coming into the room, 
ordered them to be opened. The king by degrees 
recovered: both his ſenſe. and ſpeech 3 though, it was 
ſome' time before he could make them perfectly un- 
derſtand what he ſaid. He conſtantly obliged them 
to give an account of what had paſſed during his ill- 
neſs; but finding himſelf, that his head was not ab- 
ſolutely clear, and being afraid to make his caſe 
known, he pretended to read and underſtand, and 
contented himſelf with, anſwering only a few words, 
or making ſigns, which he could afterwards explain 


as he thought fit. He informed himſelf who they 
were that. had hindered the windows from being 
opened, and forbid them the court. He was ſo jea · 


lous of his authority, that he expected a blind obe- 
dience, without any one's preſuming to interpret 
his will. He was afraid leſt by declining to. obey 
kim in trifles, under pretence of ſerving him better, 
they ſhould ſeize upon his authority, He was even 


accuſtomed to ſay, that he diſapproved of the force 
ufed to make his father eat, when he was afraid of 


being poiſoned. | 


| The legate laid hold of the fear the king had of 
dying, to obtain the liberty of cardinal Balue and the 
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biſhop of Verdun. He perſuaded him that the. 


judgments of God would fall upon him for keeping 
a cardinal and, a biſhop-in chains. Balue, ro move 
the king ſtill more to compaſſion, pretended to be 
dangeroufly ill. Coittier the king's chief phyſician had 
orders to viſit him, and upon his ſaying that he could 
not live long, the king ordered him to be given up 
into the hands of the legate, after having obtained a 


pou from him, that the pope ſhould puniſh him. 


ut Balue was ſcarce got to Rome, before he re- 
ceived a conſiderable addition of honours. After the 
death of Lewis XI. he returned into France under 


the character of legate, and was received notwith- 


ſtanding the prohibition of the parliament. _ 


Tick of Verdun to that of Vintimille. Lewis alſo 


reſtored Hebert biſhop of Coũtance to his liberty. 
This prelate was concerned in the charge againſt 


the duke of Bourbon, and accuſed of aftrology. He 


was confined as a criminal, and releaſed as a 


fool. This laſt judgment ſuited better than the 


former with the kind of accuſation, that was laid 
againſt him. EE 


of accounts eſtabliſhed at Angers. At 
the ſame time he wrote to the ſtates of Provence in 


favour of Charles duke of Calabria, to whom Reig- 


nier had bequeathed by will the kingdom of Naples 
and county of Provence. Lewis was apprehenſive 


that Reignier duke of Lorain, the grandfon of king 

| Reignier by his mother, ſhould diſpute the will. 
But whether the Provincials were better pleaſed 

with Charles, or that they had a mind to oblige the 
king, *tis certain they abſolutely excluded Reignier, 


and acknowledged Charles for their ſovereign. 


4s Though | 


As to the biſhop of Verdun, he was ſet at liberty 
upon giving bail, and was tranſlated from the biſnop- 


5 Lewis re· united the duchy of Anjou 
October. to the crown, and kept up the chamber 
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Though the truce was not expired, the count de 
Chimay, Boſſu and Croy, laid fiege to Luxembourg. 


Notwithſtanding this infraftion the king made no 


repriſals, but gave orders to du Bouchage to prolong 
the truce for the whole time that the Turk ſhould 
continue in Italy, that, added he, Þ may the better 
ſerve God and our lady againſt the Turk. 
The king's power was not ſo thoroughly ſettled 
in Franche-comte, but that there were frequent in- 
ſurrections of rebels, who ſurpriſed little towns, 
which were ſoon after recovered, inſomuch that 
what paſſed in that province very much reſembled 
1 OR CEE LA gs 


Lewis appointed John and Lewis d'Amboiſe lieu- 


tenants general of Burgundy, one of them biſhop of 
Maillezais, and the other of Albi, to command in 
the abſence of Charles d'Amboife their brother. 
The ſtates of the Comte affembled at Salins, pre- 
ſented certain articles to theſe two prelates, princt- 


pally tending to the maintenance of the laws and the 


fupport of milttary diſcipline; to the fecurity of the 
roads, tillage and commerce. They alfo demanded 


the eſtabliſhment of a parliament at Salins, whereof 


the officers ſhould be payed at the king's expence, 


and again claimed the preſervation of their privi- 


leges. * 

The king's policy agreed very well with the de- 
mands of the Comtois; he had no inclination to 
give any diſquietude to the countries he had con- 
quered, or which had voluntarily ſubmitted to him. 
Inſtead of depriving them of their privileges, he 
granted them new ones, and omitted nothing to in- 
ſpire them with fidelity; but where he found the 


ſpirit of rebellion too obſtinate, he had recourſe to | 


violent remedies. He put the moſt guilty to death, 
baniſhed the reſt, and ſometimes diſperſed the inha- 
bitants, as he did at Per pignan and Arras. wi ? 
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He therefore eſtabliſhed a parliament at Salins, 
and the next year publiſhed a declaration, which 
exempted the Comtois from eſcheatage, and. put 
them upon the ſame footing with other Frenchmen. 

Neither the indiſpoſitions to which his majeſty 


was ſubject, nor his engagement in foreign affairs, 


prevented him from watching over the tranquillity 


and happineſs of his ſubjects at home with the ſame 
 affiduity and care, as tho' he had had no other ob- 


ject i in View: : 
_ Heſent ee; } Rob into 4. countries to redreſs 


the frauds, which were committed in the cuſtoms. 
He ſuffered not any diſturbance to be given to the 


gentlemen, who valued the eſtates they held in 
ſocage. He publiſhed a declaration, by which he 
rmitted all clergymen, gentlemen' and others, to 


| traffick both by land and ſea, upon condition that 


thoſe who traded by ſea ſhould import their mer- 
chandize only in French veſſels, He fet up a mint 
at Dijon, under the direction of John de Cambray, 


Perruchon, F eriot, and Cuſtel, were appointed 


keepers of it. 
The king having called in a great number of 
workmen in order to ſettle a manufactory of gold 
and ſilver ſtuffs and ſilks, under the direction of 
William Brigonnet, ordered that both they and 
their wives, widows, and children, ſhould be ex- 
empt from all duties, taxes, and impoſts. And the 
year after he granted a letter of naturalization to all 
the Switzers, that ſhould come and fettle in France. 
The duke of Auſtria had ſollicited a meeting of 
ſeveral princes of the empire, in hopes that they 
would be favourable to him in the deciſion of the 
differences he had with the king, but his majeſty 


refuſed to ſubmit to the arbitration of foreigners in 


a diſpute betwixt him and his vaſſal concerning kets 


of the crown, He found a * ſurer way of em- 
barraſſing 
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2 Maximilian, and even of rekindling the 
war in Germany, if be judged it convenient. 
Ladiſlaus king of Bohemia, grandſon 
by his mother to the emperor Albert of 1487. 
Auſtria, and great-grandſon to the em  Eafter 
peror Sigiſmond, had ſome pretenſions to April 2. 
the duchyof Luxembourg. To put him.  _ 
ſelf into a condition to make them good, he fought 
the friendſhip of Lewis XI. The two princes re- 
newed the old alliances, and made befides a particu- 
lar treaty, by which Ladiſlaus was to enter 
with all his forces into Luxembourg, and Fax, 1, 
the king obliged himſelf at the farfte time j+ 58 
to ſend thither a thouſand lances with a train of ar- 
tillery. If the duchy was not conquered within a 
month, the king was to pay the troops of Bohemia 
during the reſt of the war, and to make neither 
peace nor truce with Maximilian, without compre- 
hending Ladiſlaus in it. The embaſſadors promiſed 
in their maſter's name to aſſiſt the king againſt all 
3 whatſoever, and particularly againſt the 
duke and ducheſs of Auſtria. Whilſt the king was 
employed in forming alliances, he loſt one of his 
moſt faithful ſubjects by the death of Charles de 
Chaumont d' Amboiſe count of Brienne, governor 
of Champagne and Burgundy, His birth and large 


fortune rendered him lefs valuable than his virtue. 


No perſon was more proper than himſelf to preſide 


over a people lately conquered. © Firm, humane, 


prudent, and diſintereſted, he both ſet an example 


of fidelity himſelf, and knew how to chaſtiſe thoſe 


who deviated from it. 1 s W 

The king's bad health not allowing him to put 
himſelf at the head of an army according to his pro- 
miſe, and to march in perſon to drive the Turks 
out of Italy, he made an offer to the pope of three 
hun dred thouſand crowns in gold for that enter - 
een EY ine, 
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prize, whereof two hundred / thouſand were to be 
raiſed upon the clergy, and the reſt upon the people. 
About this time there aroſe a diſpute at Rome, 
that was troubleſome enough. Charles count of 
Provence ſent to demand the inveſtiture of the king- 
dom of Naples. Charles of Luxembourg the couſin 
of Charles, and head of the embaſſy, claimed to 
be received as the embaſſador of a crowned head ; 
and the embaſladors of France ſupported his prefen- 
ſion. The pope and cardinals durſt not comply 
with their demands, for fear of offending Ferdinand, 
and kindling a freſh war in Italy. The conteſtation 
laſted a conſiderate time. At length Luxembourg 
accompanied by the French made bis entry, and 


took his audience with the honours he pretended to; 
at leaſt the pope did not openly explain himſelf, and 


there was no formal oppoſition made to it. 
Sixtus having publiſhed a bull, by which he ex- 

horted all the princes in Chriſtendom to a ſuſpenſion 

of arms for three years to unite againſt their com- 


mon enemy the Turk; this bull was preſented to 


the king by the biſhop of Seſſa, who greatly inſiſted 
upon the danger, to which all Chriſtendom was 


Expoſed. The king after he had cauſed the bull to 


be examined by all that were preſent, as 
April 29. well prelates as ſeculars, told the nuncio, 
| he could not too much commend the 
zeal, which the holy father expreſſed for religion ; 
that for his part he was ready to employ all his forces 
upon the occaſion ; but that he was willing to be 
ſure that his enemies alſo would do the ſame, nor 
was it reaſonable that he ſhould diſarm, till he knew 


their intentions. The legate anſwered, that the 


pope would compel all his majeſty's enemies either 
to make peace or a truce with him by eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures. The ſame day the lord of Beaujeu, the 
chancellor, and the principal perſons preſent at the 


audience, attended upon the legate by his majeſty's 
order, | 
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order; and let him know, that his majeſty was 
threatened with two wars, the one from England, 
and the other from the king of Caſtile, without 
reckoning that wherein he was actually engaged 
againſt the duke of Auſtria; that the late duke 
Charles, Maximilian and Mary of Burgundy, had: 
always-deſpiſed eccleſiaſtical cenſures; and therefore, 
as the king choſe not to expoſe himſelf to be ſur- 
prized by his enemies, it was neceſſary that the le- 


gate ſhould communicate his intentions to all the 


nuncios reſiding with thoſe princes, to know their 
final reſolution. 5 TX | | by 4 | ; MOOS . | 
The legate returned thanks to his majeſty for his 


good: inclinations,” which he highly commended, 
and promiſed to ſend an account of them to the 


pope, that his holineſs might himſelf give order to- 


his nuncios to confer with the other princes, and 


acquaint his majeſty with their diſpoſitions. 


How dangerous foever the deſigns of her enemies 


were to France, they would have been ſtill more ſo 
by the death of Lewis XI. Maximilian, ſeeing the 
truce ready to expire, ſollicited Edward to attempt 
the conqueſt of France; and poffibly might have 


ſucceeded in his project, if the king of England had 


been leſs fond of repoſe, or if Maximilian had ſup- 


ported his ſollicitations with certain ſums of money. 


Edward did not abſolutely reject Maximilian's pro- 
poſal, but let him know, that as the king could not 
live long, his death would furniſh them with a fa- 
vourable opportunity of executing any deſign. The 
duke of Britany was more diſpoſed than Edward to 


enter into a league with Maximilian againſt the 


king; he had even made the overture himſelf, but 
durſt not ſingly engage in it; for which reaſon he 
diſpatched Partenay and la Villeon to London to act 
in concert with Maximilian's embaſſadors, and preſ- 
ſed Edward to declare againſt France. 74s: 


Lived, 
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258 Ter Herony f LEWIS XI. 
Edward, either through policy, or his natural 
want of reſolution, kept the duke of Auſtria's em- 
baſſadors long in ſuſpence. At laſt however he gave 
them ſuch hopes, that they ſent word to their maſter, 
that the king of England had promiſed them to make 
a deſcent in France, provided the affairs of Scotland 
would give him leave; and that he had even pre- 
ſented à declaration to the king of France, that un- 


leſs he gave ſatisfaction to the duke and ducheſs of 


Auſtria before the Eaſter following, he would enter 
his dominions with fire and ſwor ag. 
The embaſſadors without doubt exaggerated the 
promiſes of Edward, or elſe the latter deceived them, 
for he had no inclination to engage in a war. Twas 
in vain that Maximilian repreſented the truce to be 
as burthenſome to him as a war, from his being ob- 
liged to keep up the ſame number of troops, that he 
was ſtripped of part of his dominions, and not in a 


condition to ſubſiſt his adherents, Whatever expo- 


| fed the indigence of Maximilian was an improper ar- 
gument to gain over Edward, who being paſſionately 
addicted to indolence, pleaſure, and profit, was ab- 
ſolutely averſe to enter into a league with an indo- 
| lent prince, and to give up a conſiderable penſion 
paid him by France, only to engage in a dangerous 
war againſt a prince, both formidable by his forces 
and his councils. * Tis highly probable, that Haſt- 
ings the favourite of Edward and penfioner to Lewis 
XI. did not a little contribute to render all the 
ſollicitations of Maximilian and the duke of Britany 
- ineffectual. Thus we ſee by the accounts of the 
king's expences, that Haſtings about this time re- 
ceived a preſent of a thouſand marks beſides his uſual 
penſion, When the duke of Auſtria could not draw 
Edward into a war againſt the king, he engaged 
his father the emperor Frederick to propoſe an ac- 
commodation with his majeſty, 


At 
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Rome to be any longer of fervice to him in that 


them there. | 
tent views, employed all forts of people, he received 
 Cambray favourably enough, and gave him a com- 
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At: the fame time, as Frederick's embaſſadors 
came into France to treat of a peace, there came 
others alſo; from Matthias Corvin king of Hun- 
Nen to propoſe to his majeſty a league againſt the 
Turk: nd ²ĩ ⅛—XIꝛ˙ TUT ab op inns g 
Lewis fent Armand -de Cambray as far as Metz 
to tet the embaſſadors, under a pretence of ſhew- 
ing them the greater honour, but in reality to get 
out of them the ſecret of their inſtructions before 
their arrival. Cambray was a very proper perſon 


for this commiflion. He had followed ſeveral em- 


ployments, like thoſe who have nothing but fortune 
in view, and who think all ways of obtaining it 


equally indifferent, and was accounted the moſt 


dextrous in forgery of any man in his time. It was 


he, who contrived the bulls in the name of Calixtus 


HI. {which allowed the count of Armagnac to mar- 
ry his fiſter. His talents being too well known at 


court, he reſolved to come into France to exerciſe 
As the king, according to his diffe- 


miſſion to confer with the miniſters of the emperor 
aud the-kiog of Hung. 
Matthias Corvin had paſſed from a prifon to the 
throne ; inſtructed by adverfity, he thereby be- 
came more deſerving of a crown; in learning to 
ſuffer he learnt alſo to compaſſionate and relieve the 
unfortunate 3 by being a protector of literature, 
which renders heroes immortal, he encouraged au- 
thors to write by his generoſity, and employed 
them by his actions. His life was a continued ſeries 
of victories. He had kept his ground againſt the 
united forces of Poland and Bohemia ; had trium- 
phed over the emperor Frederick III. and gained 
ſuch advantages over Mahomet II. the terror of the 


chriſtians, as lead him to form the project for over- Bin 


turning 
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The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 
turning the Ottoman empire, And willing to di- 
vide the glory of the enterprize with Lewis XI. he 

opoſed to him to join their forces. But Lewis en- 
feebled by diſeaſes, always diffident of the event of 
arms, and deſirous of ſettling peace in his own king- 
dom, declined to engage in a foreign war. 

The embaſſadors of Frederick flattered them ſelves 


with greater ſucceſs in their negotiation, and ima- 


gined that the name of the emperor would impoſe 


upon the king; but it was not long before they 


underſtood, that tho” his majeſty deſired peace, he 


| reſolved to be maſter of the conditions; and thus 


they returned without concluding any thing. 
Maximilian finding, that he could not abſolutely 
engage Edward in the war, and that the emperor's 
attempts upon the king had proved ineffectual, was 
himſelf obliged to deſire a prolongation of the truce ; 
notwithſtanding which there paſſed ſome acts of 


| hoſtility, either thro” want of ſincerity, or the li- 


centiouſneſs which a long war and troops il payed 

uſually carry with them. „ 

N | Before the truce was ſigned Lewis had 

April. already given orders to take the field. He 
278 had raiſed a body of fix thouſand Swit- 

zers in the place of the Frank- archers, whom he 

had broke; every pariſh was to pay four livres ten 


ſols a month inſtead of ſupplying a Frank- archer. 


The gentlemen penſioners were all ſummoned, and 
ſuch as were unwilling to ſerve according to the 
proclamation, were excuſed for the payment of a 
certain ſum. As ſoon as the truce was prolonged, 
the king remitted the ſums the gentlemen were to 
pay for their non-attendance, and gave back to all 
his ſubjects the taxes raifed for the ſupport of the ar- 
theres ET. vet 1 

27 6G whole advantage, that Maximilian gained 


from his intrigues was a defenſive league with the 


duke 
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duke of Britany againſt the king. The 


duke engaged to ſupply Maximilian 5 Ad. 16. 


with ſix thouſand. archers,. and. to pay 


two. thouſand of them for four months, and in. 
caſe the king ſhould. dye, to attempt to recover 


from his ſucceſſors whatever had been taken away 
from the duke and ducheſs of Auftria. By this: 
treaty we learn, how valuable the king's life muſt 
have. een trance, {uu ntfs 

The duke of Britany made alſo a 


| treaty with Edward of far more dan- May 10. 


gerous . conſequence: to the kingdom. 
They ſigned a. contract of marriage between the 


| prince of Wales and Anne the eldeſt daughter and: 


heir of the duke of Britany. If Anne dyed before 
| ſhe was married, the prince of Wales was to marry 


| Ifabell the younger ſiſter, or any other daughter 


| that the duke ſhould then have; as Anne or Iſabell 
was to marry the ſecond. fon of Edward, in caſe the 
prince of Wales ſhould dye before the marriage was 


| conſummated. Britany could not be united to Eng- 
land; but if the prince of Wales had ſeveral ehil- 


| dren, the eldeſt was to be king, of England, and 
the ſecond. duke of Britany, he was to bear the 


arms and the title, and: conſtantly to reſide there. 
| The duke renounced: every other alliance, and en- 


| gaged to enter into no other without Edward's con - 
ſent. 3 1 


ders that a ſtrict enquiry ſhould be made after all 


ſuch as might carry on buſineſs in Provence, and 


that neither Lotainers, Germans, nor Venetians 
ſhould be ſuffered to paſs into it for fear of ſurprize. 
{ The affair which at this time more particularly, 


| engaged his majeſty's attention, was the ſupport of 


2 lis claim to the duchy of Bar and Lorain. There 


had 


In the mean time his majeſty being informed that 
Reignier duke of Lorain was attempting to enter 
into Provence by means of the Venetians, gave or- 
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282 The Hisroxy of LEWIS XI. 
had been conſiderable conferences at Barle-Duc he. 
tween the king's commiſſioners and thoſe of Yolan- 
de, and Reignier of Lorain, without being able 
to come to any agreement. Lewis did not care 
that the emperor ſhould have cogniſance of this 
affair, and propoſed to require arbitrators of the 
pope, or any other prince whom the parties ſhould 
agree upon. | 5680 | Ges 

The king was always careful to obferve the forms | 
of law, not fo much with a view to fubject him- | 
ſelf to them, as to give a greater degree of authority WM | 
to his pretenſions. He ordered the conveyance Mt « 
which queen Margaret had made him of all her IM 1 
right to Lorain to be carefully examined by the 


moſt able lawyers in Paris and Mentz, in order to t 
have it drawn up in the beſt form imaginable, in ; 
cafe they found any defect in what ſhe had done. It k 
was farther enquired, whether the demand ought to WM fi 
be made in the king's name, or in the name of Ml h 
queen Margaret. And it was reſolved, that the W 
action ſhould be brought in his own name, left up- MW ct 
on the intervening death of Margaret it ſhould be nc 
_ neceſſary to begin the whole proceeding afreſr. be 
Lewis next propoſed to his council to confider, ¶ ot 
whether it would not be adviſeable for him to alter on 

his ſign manual, which he faid was counterfeited by) 
the duke of Auſtria, The council were of opinion, ¶ tu 
that it ought not to be altered, for fear of giving of. C: 
fence to ſuch as already had letters patents, treaties, JM gr: 
grants or notes, and who might be apprehenſive en 
that theſe titles would hereafter be called in queſtion; , ha 
beſides the new ſignature was as capable of being, 
counterfeited as the former, if that indeed had been or 
really counterfeited, At the fame time it was or liv 
dered, that the king ſhould ſign nothing either re. dif 
lating to the finances or otherwife, which ſhoul no 
not be counter · ſigned by a fecretary, without which * 
UC 


it ſhould be of no effect; that a ſeal made on pu 


volt 
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poſe might farther be added to it; and that the ſe- 


cretaries ſhould have a ſalary, that the migeteks. 
nothing for their diſcharges. - 


At this time there prevailed a controverſy equally 
ſerious and frivolous,” which had ſprung up in the 


d It was the difpute between the Nominaliſts and the 


Realiſts. This conteſt was carried on with the 


18 deu warmth, as neither ſide well underſtood the 


1 meaning of each other. Each party thought, or 


ty would have bad others think, that religion was 
ce concerned in the diſpute, and injured by their ad- 
er verſaries. The biſhop of Avranches, the king's 

confeſſor, was a Realiſt, and procured them a coun- 
tenance which they abuſed againſt the Nominaliſts. 


fide; The king, who by his confeſſor's perſuaſion 
had at firſt declared for the Realiſts, and: had cauſed 
the books of the Nominaliſts to be nailed down and 


be unchained. This diſpute vaniſhed like ſeveral 
others, which end in contempt, when ſupported 
only by paffion and ignorance. 

Lewis this year confirmed the chil and ſta- 


Caen. He removed that of Dole to Befancon, and 
aties, granted the inhabitants of that city all the privileges 
enſiye enjoyed by the Pariſians, in conſideration of their 
tion; having put themſelves. under his protection. 

being The ſtates of Languedoc having granted the king 
been one hundred and fourfcore and eight thouſand 
as ol. 
er re-. differently upon all perſons, whether privileged or 
ſnouli not, his majeſty exempted from it the Shes wholived 
which clerically, and the gentry who lived nobly, that is, 


n pl fuch ; as were in the — or who by their age or 
voll 


{chools; and made a conſiderable noiſe in the world. 


And theſe en the other hand raiſed to themſelves a a 
kind of reputation from being on the perſecuted 


chained in the libraries, upon finding that he could 


not this way reſtore peace, ordered them this year to 


ktutes of the tiniverſity, which he had founded at 


livres, upon condition that the tax ſhould be laid in- 


au. 
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234 The HISTORY FT LEWIS XI. 
ill health were incapable of ſerving any longer. He 
did not look upon: any perſons as gentlegien, nor 
even as citizens, who were uſeleſs to the ſociety. 
The more his health decayed, the more he took 
pains to engage mankind to talk of him; and as 
if the common buſineſs of the kingdom had not 
been ſufficient to employ him, he was continually 
eontriving new means to draw the attention of the 
publick upon him. He departed from Tours in the 
beginning of ſummer, and made a progreſs thro' la 
Beauce ; from thence he went into Normandy to 
review a. camp of ten thouſand men, which reached 
from Pont de PArche to Pont S. Pierre. The ſol- 
diers were intrenched, and kept as ſtrict a guard, as 
tho' they were in fight of the enemy. Here the 
king continued ſeven days, and by the expence of 
this camp would eſtimate how much it would coſt 
him to keep up an equal or a ſuperior army ; he 
ſtrove to make it believed that he had great deſigns 
in view, and that he was in a condition to execute 
i Lewis returning to Tours went with 
 Fuly 13. the queen to pay his devotions at the 
comb of S. Martin. Theſe devotions he 
continued for ſeven days, and every day gave one 
and thirty crowns in gold, which was his uſual of- 
fering, when he viſited a church, or heard maſs 
with the queen, On the feaſt of the aſſumption 
his offering was thrice as many crowns, as he was 
years old, ET 
The defire he had to exerciſe his authority made 

him turn out the procureur-general St. Romain, 
and advance Michael. de Pons to his office, St. 
Romain's crime was the oppoſition he made in the 
affair of the pragmatick ſanction, and in others, 
where his duty and the welfare of the ſtate. were 
concerned. | 5 
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At the ſame time by the advice of Doyac gover- 
nor of Auvergne, the king ordered the * grands 


jours to be held in that province, to judge the ſeve- 


ral cauſes belonging to Auvergne, the Bourbonnois, 
the Nivernois, Foret, Beaujolois, Lyonnois, and la 
Marche. Doyac's' deſign was under this pretext to 


revenge the particular injuries, which he pretended 
he had received. | 1 2 


Doyac was one of thoſe perſons, upon whom for- 
tune exerciſes the extravagance of her caprices. 
From an obſcure original he made his way into the 
world by the dint of impudence. He attempted to 
ſignalize himſelf by attacking the ſervants and even 
the perſon of the duke of Bourbon. Neither the 


duke's high birth, nor his virtue, nor the ſervices 


he had done to the ſtate could ſecure him from ca- 


lumny; or rather theſe very accompliſhments gave 
encouragement to the aſſurance of Doyac. He had 


taken notice of the king's jealouſy againſt all the 
great men, and obſerved that conſiderable ſervices 
had ſometimes rather raiſed his ſuſpicions than his 
acknowledgment. Notwithſtanding all the devices 


of Doyac, the duke of Bourbon was acquitted of 


the imputations laid to his charge; but his enemy, 
tho” too vile even to bear that name, eſcaped with 


impunity. He became one of the king's favourites. 
His majeſty choſe ſometimes to make uſe of perſons 


of no rank, whom he could employ at pleaſure, or 


lay aſide without hazard, the inſtruments of caprice 


and injuſtice, who bear the weight of the publick 
hatred, and are ſacrificed to it without conſequence. 


Doyac 

* The grands jours were a ſort of aſſiſes or ſolemnities, 
which were held from time to time by the king's commiſ- 
ſton, in the provinces the moſt remote from parliaments. 


The object of the grands jours was an enquiry into the 


abuſes, which might have eſcaped the notice of the par- 
liament. R 
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Doyac was made governor of Auvergne, and 
tyrannized over thoſe who ought to have been his 
maſters. The contempt they had for his perſon 
made them frequently forget the reſpe& that was 
due ito his place; and his inſolence drew upon him 
ſuch reproaches, as muſt have made him recollect 
himſelf, if thoſe who once forget themſelves were 
capable of recolleion. 15291 

As he could neither make himſelf A or re- 
ſpested, he ſtrove to make himſelf feared, and to 

ttzsis end adviſed the holding of the grand: 
See. 3. jours. They were opened at Montfer- 

rand, the count de Montpenſier a prince 
of the blood, Matthew de Nanterre, two maſters 
of:the, requeſts, ſeveral counſellors, and Doyac, be- 
ing appointed his .majeſty's commiſſioners. 

After the diſcuſſion of ſeveral points, a decree was 
given for the reparation of the wrongs done to Doyac 
by the injurious ſpeeches, . which had been -uttered 
againſt. him; but the honour is already loſt, which 
ſtands in need of being repaired ; Doyac was not at 
all the more reſpected, but was far more hated. 
After the death of Lewis XI. being convicted of 
having been an accomplice in the crime for which 
Dain was hanged, he was ſentenced to loſe his ears, 
was whipt at Paris, then at Montferrand, the place 
of his birth and theatre of his pride, that thoſe who 
bad, been the victims of his inſolence might be alſo 

5 the 
— Matthew de Nanterre Ant an an antient fa- 
mily, which derived its name from the village of Nan- 
terre, was premier preſident of the parliament at Paris. 
In 1465 the king made an exchange of places between 


two perſons of ſufficient merit to deſerve any poſt what · 


ſoever. He gave that of Matthew to John Dauavet pre- 
mier preſident of Toulouſe, and that of Dauvet to Mat. 
thew de Nanterre. This gentleman was afterwards. re- 
called to Faris, and accepted the place of ſecond preſident 
without ſcruple, as judging that the dignity of places 
depends wholly On the virtue of thoſe who fill them. 


the kingdom, His life was probably pardoned, that 9 


had always continued faithful to his majeſty. 
was one of his follawers in the war for the publick 
good, though his father had privately favoured the 
ſhare in his revolt, but gave up Alengon to the 


the leaſt from his duty, he was included in the par- 
don granted to his father. This he complained of 


day prejudicial to him. 
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the witneſſes of his diſgrace, and then was baniſhed 40h 


he might remain a living monument of infamy. 1:00 
He afterwards found means to recover his eſtate, in bo. 
conſideration of his having conveyed the artillery of 20 
Charles VIII. into Italy, RR Li 
The affair of Reignier d'Alengon count of Perche 3 
made a ſtill greater noiſe than the grands jours of | 
Auvergne. This unhappy prince had no other 
crime than that of being the ſon of an offending | 
father. He had been brought up 3 the court, and 

lis majeſty, He 
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oppoſite party. The duke of Alengon paſſing after- 
wards into Britany, the count of Perche had no 


king. And yet though he had never ſwerved in 


as an injury, without foreſceing that it would be one 


o 


ey 


Under pretence that the count's domeſticks had 
committed certain - faults, they took away his pen- 
ſions, and kept back part of the lands, which ought 
to have been reſtored to him, and ſought to vex him 
upon every occaſion, The count highly complained 
of it, and charged John Daillon, count du Lude, 
with doing him. ill-offices with the king. 
Du Lude is reprefented by Commines, Gaguin, 


. 


8 
91 4 


* 


and others, as a man who wanted integrity, and too 
wavering in his diſpoſition. Having his fortune 
ſolely in view, he had frequently changed ſides, and 
never adhered to any party but through intereſt. 
He was reſtored. to the king's favour merely through 
his majefty's eaſineſs in paſſing over offences " though 
he did not always puniſh. with juſtice. , What mo- 
tive du Lude had to diſſerve the count of Perche * 
1 10 
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do not know, unleſs he hoped for ſome confiſcation ; ; 
: however he took upon himſelf. the office 
7 uy 19. of laying him under a an arrreſt, Arid car- 
ried him to Chinon. 

The count was ſhut up in an iron cage for three 
months, without receiving any victuals but through 
. the grate. The chancellor Doriole, du Lude, John 
des Poteaux prefident in the parliament of Burgun- 
dy, counſellor Baudot, and Falaiſeau lieutenant of 

the Bailly of Touraine, were compmiſioned 1 to o pro- 
ceed againſt him. 
The crime whereof they accuſed the count of 
Perche was an attempt to retire into Britany. He 
owned the charge, and ſaid that the fear of loſing 
his life or liberty had induced him to think of it. 

The commiſſioners being rather parties againſt him 

than judges, took pains to find out ſomething cri- 

minal in his conduct. They took into cuſtody John 

| baſtard of Alengon, Jane of Alengon the count's 
natural. ſiſter, and wife to the lord of St. Quintin, 
John Sahur, and Mace de la Beſſiere a ſervant of the 
count, and examined them all ſtrictly i in hopes of 
finding ſomething againſt him. 
Jane of Alengon depoſed, that la Beſſiere had 
told her, that if the king died, the princes and 
lords would all be divided into parties, and that the 
count of Perche would join with the dukes of Or- 
leans and Britany. 1 Beſſiere denied this diſcourſe, 
and perſiſted in the denial, tho“ put to the queſtion 
for a crime as trifling, as ill ſupported. Sahur, in- 
ſtead of accuſing the count, ſaid that he had always 
heard him blame the rebellion of the duke of Bri- 


tan 

the baſtard of Alengon ne dkelared himſelf 
culpable by his diſpoſition. He owned that he had 
ſald to the count of Perche, that if he had the king 
by himſelf in à foreſt, he would ſtab him to the 


heart, and that the count had very much blamed 
. * 
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him for talking in ſuch a manner. The count re- 


plied, that he did not recollect he had heard any ſuch 
diſcourſe. But though this depoſition was abſolutely 


to the advantage of the count, they attempted to 


turn every thing that had been ſaid to his prejudice. 
So that his highneſs obſerving the cunning and. par- 


tiality of the commiſſioners, pleaded the rights of his 
birth and peerage, and after a long ſeries of perſecu- 
tions was given up into the hands of the parliament. 
He was then brought to his trial with all the or- 


der and formality that was requiſite, The parlia- 
ment deſirous either to puniſh him if guilty, or ab- 
ſolve him if innocent, applied to the king upon the 


count's demanding to be tried by his peers. The 


king declared that by the grant of pardon the count 
of Perche had renounced all the privileges of peerage, 
in caſe he became a criminal. And thus by accuſing 
him unjuſtly, they farther abuſed a pardon, which 
he had never ſtood in need of. 5 En: 

The trial was drawn out into length, and not 
ended till the year after, on the twenty-ſecond of 


March 1482. The parliament not caring to offend 
the king, leſt he ſhould nominate other judges, and 


unwilling to condemn an innocent perſon, declared, 


that the count of Perche having been made and detained ' 


a priſoner upon good and juſt cauſe for the faults and acts 
of diſobedience by him committed againſt the king, ſhould 
aſe his majeſly's mercy and forgiveneſs, and ſhould ſo- 


 lemnly promiſe and fwear well and truly for the future 


to ſerve and obey his majeſly againſt all perſons whatſo- 
ever; that he ſhould neither directly nor indirefly com- 


paſs any thing contrary to the king, or his kingdom, under 
pam of being deprived of all honours, privileges and pre- 


rogatrves whatſoever, and other I:gal penalties ; and that 
be ſhould give his majeſly good ſecurity and caution, that 


he would make god and fulfil all the ſaid en, 


and that till they were fo fulfilled he ſhould ftill be de- 


tamed in priſon ; and farther for a greater ſecurity his 
2 majeſty 


Vol. II. 


n D FUR > Ln EY 1 * 
1 ' o rn 's bl 


— — 
— — ds, — > ho 


n 


— 2 — 
— — — * 4 — oa EIA 

RO 00 ut fanl=in 
4 I kin —— — — . 


1 


9 


— — — ——8 — — 
FP 


” — — Cl 
— — Cnr Ried_= 
S er 
1 1 * 
— 
———— 
. oo AI ES rt ns b 
— ̃— — — 


— 
wire 


g 
t 
[ 
„ as 
l 
1 


290 The HISTORY of LEWIS XI. 


majeſty ſhould of his own authority put guards and officers 
into the places and caſtles, which were in the poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid Reignier of Alengon at the time he was firſt im- 
riſoned. „ | 8 68 
: * ſoon as the duke of Britany heard that the 
count of Perche was taken into cuſtody for an at- 
tempt to retire into Britany, he made no queſtion 
but the king would ſoon fall upon himſelf. He knew 
that his majeſty was well informed of the treaty he 
had made with the duke of Auſtria, and of the pro- 
ject of marriage between the princeſs Anne and the 
OR prince of Wales. Under theſe circum- 
October. ſtances he engaged Maximilian to let the 
SEPT king know by an herald, that if he car- 
ried the war into Britany, it would be a breach of 
the truce. At the ſame time he ſent Coetquen his 
grand maitre-d*hote] and Blanchet his ſecretary, to 
give an anſwer to all the king's demands. 
The embaſſadors brought with them 
Dec. 1. a letter, wherein the duke of Britany 
acknowledged his majeſty's rights, deſi- 
red a delay of two years for paying the homage of 
| Chantoce, beſought him to reſtore the plate, which 
had been ſeized at Pont de Ce, and to grant him the 
- falt-chamber of Montfort, with free paſſage for his 
wine. Coetquen's diſcourſe was a bare repetition of 
the duke's letter. Blanchet then ſpoke of the mat- 
ters in diſpute, deſired the king would nominate 
commiſſioners to fix the limits of the two eſtates, 
and reſtrain the proceedings of the officers of juſtice 
on both ſides. 8 . 5 
His majeſty ordered the embaſſadors to wait for 
his anſwer at the cardinal of Albi's. Two hour 
after Picard bailly of Rouen came to tell them in 
his majeſty's name, that he had given order to te- 
ſtore the duke of Britany his plate, though it had 
been juſtly confiſcated; and that his majeſty beiaz 
reſolved to do Juſtice to his ſubjects, os th 
FE OT os e duke 
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duke would do the fame to his own. The cardinal 
of Albi then complained, that the duke of Britany 
had charged the king with having entered into a 
treaty with the baſtard of Britany for the ſurrendry 
of the town and caſtle of Nantes. This fact the 
embaſſadors formally denied. Coetquen then de- 
fired to ſee the king, but was told that the buſineſs 


his majeſty was at that time engaged in would not 


permit N 


The next morning Eſlanville the king s maĩtre- 
hotel waited upon the embaſſadors, and told them, 
that his majeſty granted the duke the ſalt · chamber 
of Montfort, and free paſſage for his wine; and that 
as to the homage of Chantoce, his majeſty would 
ſend a proxy to receive it. 


refuſed, immediately ſet forward on his journey, 


The king's health ſenſibly decayed, and made all 
about him apprehenſive of his death; *tis ſaid, that 


After a violent * 


he was ſubject to the epilepſy. 
which he had at Tours, and for which Commines 


and du Bouchage paid his vows to St. Claude, he 
every month made a conſtant offering of an hundred 


and twenty crowns in gold to that abbey. 


His majeſty being perpetually weak and 6 pre- 8 


ſumed not to ſhew himſelf in publick; or if at any 
time he was obliged to it, he affected to appear mag- 


nificently dreſſed, by that means hoping to conceal. 


his condition. The fear of death notwithſtanding 
gained the aſcendant over his fear of appearing ſick. 


He ordered publick prayers to be put up for his 


health, at a time when to conceal his weakneſs he 
underwent greater bodily NO, than his ſtrength. 
would admit of. 

"The late harveſts had been very bad by means of 


the rains and inundations. 
Bievre had ſuddenly ſwelled to ſo great a degree, as 


al not entirely to deitroy the Fauxbourg St. Mar- 


O0 2 cel, 


Coetquen again deſired 
that he might have leave to ſee the king, and being 
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cel, and carry off two or three thouſand perſons, P 
The ravages made by the Loire were no leſs terrible. b 
The king exempted from taxes for ſeveral years the b 
greater ſufferers, and apprehending that famine r 
might be the conſequence of ſo many misfortunes, M V 
prohibited all exportation of corn and wine, cauſed th 
the ſtore-houſes to be opened, and the markets to be te 
ho © Lewis in fine ſaw the laſt prince of the 
Dec. 11. ſecond houſe of Anjou expire in the per- w. 
ſon of Charles count of Provence. Of 
the three branches formed by the three brothers of 
king Charles V. there was left only the count of Ne- 
vers, Who was very old, and had only daughters, 
Charles count of Provence was the ſon of Charles 
count of Maine, brother to the late queen the king's 
mother. He was firſt called count of Guiſe, after- | 
wards duke of Calabria, and at laſt count of Pro- 
vence. Having no children, he ſought to ſecure 
the tranquillity of the province by unite- 
Dec. 10. ing it to the crown by will. He con- 
ſtituted Lewis XI. his univerſal heir, 
and after him the kings his ſucceſſors, beſeeching 
his majeſty to deal kindly with his ſubjects of Pro- 
vence, and ſupport them in the preſervation of their 
laws and privileges. He gave ſeveral legacies to his 
natural brother Lewis of Anjou, and left the 
viſcounty of Martigues to Francis of Luxembourg 
dis couſin german. He was interred in the metro- 
politan church of Aix, to which he bequeathed two 
thouſand crowns in gold. . I 
Lewis was fo ſpeedily informed of the death of the 
count de Provence, that within eight days after, 
Palamede de Fourbin was nominated to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of that county, with the fulleſt powers, ſuch as 
Lewis uſually gave, when he deſired a prompt ex- 
pedition, The duke of Lorain thought this an ad- 
vrantageous opportunity to raiſe an inſurrection iu 
. Provence, 
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Provence, but the malecontents were ſoon diſperſed 
by the vigilance of Fourbin. Francis of Luxem- 


bourg is ſaid to have had a ſhare in the plot ; but to 


remove all ſuſpicion he gave up the viſcounty of 
Martigues, which Charles had deviſed to him, and 
the king immediately granted it to Fourbin. This 
territory, however, has fince been returned to the 
houſe of Luxembourg. 
Lewis applying almoſt ſolely to ſolid projects, 

which he was ſure to execute, dropt the pretenſions 
which Charles left him to the kingdoms of Naples 


and Sicily, As he was convinced, that diſtant wars 


were always fatal to a ftate, and that the proper in- 
creaſe of a kingdom was by acquiſitions in the ad- 
joining neighbourhood, he gave himſelf no farther 
concern in the affairs of Italy, than the glory of 
himſelf and his allies required. 

The ſtates of Italy were all divided and armed 
againſt each other, when the fear of the Turk obliged 
them to think of their defence againſt the com- 
mon enemy. The terror of the Ottoman arms, 


the victories of Mahomet II. and the conqueſt of 


Otrantum, expoſed all Italy to danger, if death had 
not put a ſtop to the n var s deſigns. Alphon- 
ſus, ſon to the king of Naples, then undertook to 


drive the Turks out of Italy, and laid fiege to 
Otrantum. The enterprize was bold, the place de - 


fended by five thouſand Janiſſaries accuſtomed to 
conquer, the ſiege long and terrible, the aſſault and 
defence equally vigorous, and the allies frequent and 
bloody... The Baſha Achmet attempted by all pot 
fible means to ſuccour the place. Al- 

phonſus loſt before it the choice of his Sept. 30. 
infantry, but made himſelf maſter of the 


town. There were no more than 2000 Janiſſaries | 
left alive, who made their eſcape, as not daring to 


truſt to. a capitulation after the cruelties they had 
committed. Italy, rr and all Chriſten- 
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misfortunes ſucceeding his proſperity made the great- of 


the poſts. We have already obſerved, that he had 


; dom had a ſhare in that happy event. 
Aug. 28. Alphonſus king of Portugal died this h 

year in the caſtle of Cintra. After | 
having been the terror of the Moors in Africa, he 
ſuffered all the diſgraces of war in Europe. His 


er impreſſion upon him, and ſhortened his days. 
This year Lewis XI. completed the ſettlement of 


made uſe of them upon occaſion of the dauphin's ill. 
neſs, and in affairs of ſtate. He at laſt permitted 
private perſons to enjoy ſo uſeful an eſtabliſhment. 


ſometimes d well upon the idea in fo lively a manner, 


tomb for a thouſand crowns in gold. He himſelf 


B O OK X. 


1182 | ' HOUGH Lewis XI. took more 
Zafer, | than ordinary pains: to remove 
April „ the apprehenſtons of death he 

had Re nib, before his eyes, he would 


- as if he had a-mind to render the image 
Jan 24. familiar to himſelf, He made an agrec- 

ment with Conrard de Coulogne a gold- 
ſmith, and Lawrence Wrin a founder, to erect his 


fixed upon the form, dimenſions, and ornaments of 
jt, He required that a figure reſembling himſelf 
ſhould be placed upon it, the lineaments which hi 
diſeaſe had altered being corrected notwithſtanding 


by the pictures, which had been formerly: drawn of 


Ain! 1 
He expreſſed upon every occaſion great diſquictude Ja 


a8 to the ſtate of his conſcience. He ordered an co 


_ enquiry 
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enquiry to be made, whether the commiſſions he 
had granted had not been abuſed. He laid before 
the parliament the oath he had taken at his conſe- 
cration, and ſent with it the following letter: 

Our trufly and well-beloved, we here ſend you a copy 
of the oaths we took at our acceſſion to the crown, and as 
we are deſirous to obſerve them, and do juſtice to every —_ 
one, we beſeech you, and at the ſame time expreſsly com- I" 
mand you, to have ſuch a regard to them, that no cauſe 
of complaint may ariſe from you, nor any burden be laid 
on our conſcience. 5 i 

The reſpect which the parliament owed to the i 
king, did not hinder them from oppoſing him ſome- i 
times with a great deal of liberty. His majeſty 
having publiſhed an edi concerning corn, without 
laying it before the parliament, they not only re- Wi! 
monſtrated againſt it, but declared it null. The 9 
king had granted the county of Ligny to the ad- 9 
miral of Bourbon; this grant was not enregiſtred ij 
by the parliament till after ſeveral letters of juſſion. 
And yet the county of Ligny was no part of the de- 
meſnes, and the king had diſpoſed of it once before 1 
in favour of la Tremoüille. 3 „„ Win 
The parliament alſo paſſed an a& this year, Willi: 
which though it did not concern the king was not- 9 
withſtanding ſomewhat extraordinary. In 14709 
Rochechouard biſhop ofSaintes had been condemned 
to pay a fine for the uſe of the Hotel-Dieu, the 
Carthuſians, and the convents. The prelate delay- 
ing to pay it, notwithſtanding the complaints of 
thoſe who were to reap the advantage of it, was 
thrown into ptiſon upon the judgment of the ww” 
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reur- general, and not ſuffered to have his liberty Wt. 

ng fill he had complied with the decree. OREN 1108 
of Lewis, tho” formidable to his enemies, and reve- N 
renced by all Europe, was a ſlave to his phyſician. 1 By 

de James Coittier, a native of Poligny in Franche- 1 
an comte, and chief phyſician to Lewis XI. was the 1 1 
iry | W moſt 


r 
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moſt greedy and inſolent man in the world. Proud 
of his ſkill in his profeſſion, or rather of the need 
his maſter thought he had of him, he tyrannized 
over him, and never ſpoke to him but in a manner 
moft cruelly and ſcandalouſly arrogant. He abuſed 
the aſcendant he had over him to extort from him 
whatever he pleaſed, not ſo much requiring it of 
him, as imperiouſly ordering it, and by threatening 
to leave him. I know, ſayed he, you will one morning 
fend for me, as you have done others, but I vow to God 
you ſhall not live eight days after it. 
Lewis, looking upon Coittier as the arbiter of 
his days, neither durſt reply to him, nor refuſe to 
give him. His fixed falary was ten thoufand 
crowns a month, without reckoning in his extraor- 
dinary gratifications. It appeared by the treaſurer's 
accounts, that Coittier received in leſs than eight 
months ninety- eight thouſand crowns, The king 
gave him the lordſhips of Rouvré near Dijon, of 
St. Jean- de- Laune, of Bruſſay in the viſcounty of 
Auſſone, of St. Germain-en-Laye, and of Triel, 
with the wardenſhip of the Palais and all its de- © 
pendences. He was made vice-preſident, and after - | 
wards premier-prefident of the chamber of accounts, 
notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of that court. 
He daily received new donations, the monuments 
of his own greedineſs and his maſter's weakneſs, 
After the king's death Coittier was called to ac- 
count for the immenſe ſums he had received, but 
he got off by paying a fine of fifty thouſand crowns; 
and lived quietly with the reſt. ah 
Neither the buſineſs which his majeſty had upon 
his hands, nor his particular uneaſineſſes, hindered 
him from looking conſtantly abroad. After the 
death of his ſiſter the ducheſs of Savoy, be took a 
particular care of the young duke Philbert. He 
had committed the inſpection of that prince to la 
Chambre a gentleman of Piedmont, w—_ he 
| | 3 knew 
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knew to be a man of reſolution, and capable of op- 


poſing the deſigns of Philbert's uncles. La Cham- 
bre's reſolution degenerated into haughtineſs. He 
filled Savoy with troubles, and kept his maſter i in a 
manner priſoner. 

The king being convinced of the juſtice of the 
complaints made againſt la Chambre, ordered Philip: 
of Savoy to take him -into. cuſtody. 
Philip ſeized on la Chambre, kept him 
priſoner, and conducted duke Philbert to 
Grenoble. Commines and Hocheberg marſhal of 
Burgundy, the uncle of Philbert by Mary of Savoy 
his wife, went thither to receive him, and brought 
him to Lyons, where he dyed within 
two months of ſeventeen years of age, 
having merited no other title than that 
of a hunter. 
brother. 


Apr. 22. 


As this prince was under age, his uncle 


Philip claimed the guardianſhip ; but this was 
as being the immediate ſucceſſor of 
He was even obliged to quit the 


refuſed him, as 
his nephew. 
country of Savoy. 

Wbilſt theſe things paſſed, Lewis ſet forward to 
accompliſh a vow, which Commines and du Bou- 
chage had made for him to St. Claude. 


his health, which was the object of it. His firſt 
offering to St. Claude was one thouſand five hundred 
crowns in gold, and the ſecond, five 

hundred. He gave a rent-charge of Apr. 20. 
four thouſand livres for the foundation 

of a Maſs. It would be too long to recite all the 
foundations that he made. Every church had a 
ſhare in his "donations. The greateſt part of the 
demeſnes were this way diſpoſed of ; and had he 


lived a few years longer, the revenues of the king- : 


dom would have paſſed into the churchmen's hands. 
F he offerings of this FO by the ſingle account of 


5 To Bidaut : 


Feb. | 


He was ſucceeded by Charles his 


The ac- 
compliſhment of this vow ſerved only to diminiſh 
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1 Bidaut general of the finances amount to forty- nine 


thouſand livres, that it is by no means ſurpriz ing, 
the parliament ſhould oppoſe ſo many alienations. 
The manner of life, which Lewis XI. bad led, 
might well create in him remorſe of conſcience, but 
his diſeaſe had highly augmented it, and ſometimes 
made him carry his ſcruples too far. He repented 


for having detained cardinal Balue and the biſhop of 
Verdun ſo long in priſon ; had he judged as a prince, 
he would have blamed himſelf for not making a ſe- 
verer example of them, Notwithſtanding he ſent 
to deſire an abſolution from the pope ; and we may 


reaſonably believe it was not refuſed him. Sixtus 


IV. ſtanding in need of the protection of France 


againſt Ferdinand king of Naples, ap- 


May. plied himſelf to remove the ſcruples of 


Lewis, He gave commiſſion to ſeveral 


prelates to grant him abſolution, ſent him a permiſ- 


ſion to eat fleſh at all ſeaſons, adviſed him to take 
care only of his health, and let him know that he 
had granted indulgences to all ſuch as ſhould viſit 


the churches to pray for his recovery; that he looked 
upon the Dauphin as being one day to be the ſup- 
port of the church; that he was deſirous of making 


him the churches ſtandard-bearer; and that he 


would ſend him a conſecrated ſword, that he might 
receive the firſt that he bore from the hand of the 


vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
After ſo many benediQtions, the pope complained 


of the enterprizes of the king of Naples againſt the 


Holy ſee. He ſaid that Ferdinand had declared him- 
ſelf his enemy ; that he kept a body of Turks in his 
pay, with whom he had made incurſions as far as 
the gates of Rome; but that if his majeſty. would 
revive his claim to the kingdom of Naples, he ſhould 


be ſupported by all the forces of the eccleſiaſtical 


Rate ; that if he declined to do this, he might at 


leaſt oblige Ferdinand to lay down his arms; or if 


he 
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he continued to make war upon the holy ſee, his 
majeſty ought to declare himſelf its defender. The 

pe added, that Ferdinand was in league with the 
Fe the duke of Ferrara, and Ludovic 
Sforza the uncle to the young duke of Milan, and 
that the latter had ſhut up the ducheſs dowager in = 
priſon, that he might make an attempt upon the Bs 
/ oo: * 
The pope omitted nothing that might provoke _ 1 
the king againſt Ferdinand and his allies; but at 
the ſame time took a ſtep, which was not altoge- 
ther ſo well-judged. Though he was not unae- 
quainted with the king's reſentment towards cardi- 
nal Balue, he notwithſtanding made an apology for 
him, and gave him ſuch encomiums, as if his ma- 
jeſty had never had a more faithful ſervant. Balue, 
who ought to have bluſhed for his crimes, and not 
triumphed in his pardon, had the inſolence to aſæk 


2 2 > I 6 
— . — - 
Worn F 2 


. 
n YT TOES IIS 


— 
8 —— 5 
r 


— — 
Rat . 
— 


* ASI 
— 


Tr rr 
— 
rg, 


——— 
ä Jr 


KAT * 
8 3 


DEALT 
N 


—. — 
— 


— ͤu— — 


CES 


the king for a recommendation to the pope. +99 
Not long after Sixtus ſent Remond Perauld, 1 
known ſince by the name of cardinal de Gurce, as Wl 
his nuncio to the king; his inſtructions contained 1 
exactly the ſame with what the pope had already x 
| ſaid to the embaſſadors of France. The embaſſador 1 
| was farther charged to complain to his majeſty of ll 
: the archbiſhop of Strigonia, and demand juſtice | 
| againſt him, This prelate was he, who had talked Wl 
with ſo much inſolence at Rome to the embaſſadors #| 
: of France in the affair of the family of Medicis. 110 
He had afterwards quarrelled with the pope, and re- Ly: 
i tired to Baſil, where aſſuming to himſelf the cardi- 0 
nal's cap, he had publiſhed a manifeſto filled with 1 
4 invectives againſt Sixtus, charging him with ſimony, Ws 
F homicide, and hereſy, He ſummoned him to ap- "108 
1 pear before the council which he pretended to call { 1 
i by his own private authority, and declared to him, ao 
Fn that this council aſſembled in the name of the Holy 1 
i (hoſt ſhould never break up, *till it had provided a 1 
| 5 ; remedy lll! 
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remedy againſt the abuſes prevailing in the church, 
and the manners of the court of Rome. 


The pope inſinuated, that this prelate would not 


have run fuch extravagant lengths, if he had not 
been thrown into priſon for a failure of reſpect to 
the king in the perſon of his embaſſadors ; that he 
Had ſince preached ſeveral erroneous doctrines, and 
that his majeſty both might and ought to have him 
taken into cuſtody, It was not difficult to ſee that 
the king's intereſt had very little ſhare in the pope's 
reſentment ; but Sixtus imagined it was eaſy to abuſe 
his niajeſty's weakneſs in every thing that ſeemed to 
have any relation to the church or its minifters. As 
the prelate's attempt was a mere extravagance, it fell 
into contempt, which was all that it deferved. 
'The king, fo decayed, and dying as he was, 
ſcarce daring to ſhew himſelf to his ſubjects, was 
notwithſtanding the arbiter of all other princes. 
The ducheſs of Milan, whom Ludovic Sforza, ſur- 
named the Moor, her brother-in-law, had ſhut up 
in priſon, in order to feize upon the government, 
found means to convey a man into France with the 
title of embaſſador, to implore his majeſty's protec- 
tion, Ludovic, in hopes of founding the difpoſi- 
tions of his majeſty, ſent embaſſadors to him at the 
ſame time, under a pretence of propoſing a marriage 
between Charles duke of Savoy and the princeſs of 
Milan, who had been deſigned for Philbert. 
The king not caring to ſee the miniſters of Lu- 
dovic ordered the chancellor and Halle the attorney- 
general to let them know, that being informed of 
their maſter's ill deſigns, he required that the duke 
of Milan's brother ſhould be ſent him by way of 

ſecurity for the life of the duke, and that Ludovic 
ſhould break off all alliance with the king of Naples. 
The embaſſadors ſeemed to acquieſce in the king's 
demands; but the embaſſador from the ducheſs » 
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ther deſired that his majeſty would ſend ſome perſon 
of diſtinction to Milan to aſſiſt in all the councils. 
The king would have had reſt enough all around 
him, if he could have relied upon the truce made 
with the duke of Auſtria; but notwithſtanding the 
treaties ſubſiſting, there were always parties, which 
made incurſions on both ſides. 111 | 
Whilſt Lewis and Maximilian were figning trea- 
ties and making war upon each other, the face of 
affairs was changed by the death of Mary ducheſs of 
Auſtria. This princeſs being at Bruges, where ſhe "i 
went a courſing, fell from her horſe, was wounded | 17 
by the fall,“ and died within three weeks I 
after. Maximilian was the more afflicted Ma. 27. | 
at her death, as he was a perſon of no con- 75 | 
ſideration in himſelf, The citizens of Ghent con- _ 
teſted with him the right of guardianſhip to his own . 
| 
| 
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children, and let the king know, that they were de- 
ſirous of peace, and diſpoſed to ſign it by the mar- 
riage of the dauphin with the princeſs of Burgundy; 
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; that this opportunity was not to be loſt, as the king | 
of England propoſed to make an alliance with Max- 


ill! 
imilian, and renounce all others; that if his majeſty Wl! 
deelined to purchaſe peace on this condition, the Fle- ll 
miſh would join with the Engliſh againſt him. The Wl; 
death of the ducheſs of Burgundy fell out, whilſt the aft 
king was making his viſtt to 8. Claude. The Gan- 1 
tois immediately ſent their deputies to him, but his Wo 
majeſty did not at firſt declare himſelf openly. Whe- 'þ 11 
ther he did it out of regard to Edward, with whom | 
f he had entered into engagements for the marriage of 
G the dauphin, or that he was not as yet abſolutely de- 
ff termined, but he contented himſelf with a ſecret ne- 
ic gotiation. „ „ avntiv 
. To 
3 * 'Tis faid, that through a falſe modeſty concealing |! 
r- the place where ſhe received the wound, ſhe died of a Wl 4 
er gangrene. 0 Tg 1 
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To obtain a more perfect knowledge of the peo- 
ple's diſpoſition, he ſent emiſſaries into ſeveral towns 
in Flanders, and particularly to the peo- 
Fun. plwVue of Ghent, who had the prince and 
princeſs of Burgundy iri their hands, 

Lewis had all the reaſon in the world to be ſatisfied, 
and ſtudied only how to conclude the treaty propoſed 
to him, and difable Maximilian from croſſing his de- 
ſigns. He reſolved to make himſelf maſter of the 
He was ſure the Flemiſh would not 
oppoſe him in it, as they knew the duke would ne- 
ver incline to peace, and the marriage of the princeſs 
Margaret his daughter, unleſs driven to it by force 
of arms. Lewis kept up a correſpondence in the 
town by means of one Gireſme, a dextrous fellow, 

and fit to carry on an intrigue. He offered Cohem, 
who commanded in Aire, the ſum of thirty thou- 
ſand crowns, and a company of an hundred lances. 
Cohem accepted of the condition ; but to hide the 
plwKwuot, marſhal Des Querdes and du Gie 
Fub 23. 


laid ſiege to the place, and fired upon it 
ſo briſkly for eight days, that Cohem 
ſeemed duly to ſurrender to ſuperior force. 


The country of Liege was at the ſame time the 


theatre of a bloody revolution. William de Ia 
| Marck ſurnamed the Barbe or boar of Ardenne, had 
owed his education and many great obligations to 
Lewis of Bourbon biſhop of Liege. La Marck, 

who was naturally of a fierce diſpolition, unthankful 
for benefits, and hanghty upon being favoured, 

broke out into all kinds of violence, tytannized over 
the houſe of his maſter, and killed one of his princi- 
pal officers almoſt in his fight. The biſhop was at 


laſt obliged to baniſh him his dominions. La Marck 
took refuge in France, and ſignified to the king, 
that if he would furniſh him with a body of troops, 
he would ſecure a free paſſage to the French thro' 
the country of Liege. as often as he F ad inclination 
| | to 
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to enter into Brabant. Lewis accepted of the pro- 
poſition, , and ſupplied him with a company of an 
hundred lances, and thirty. thouſand crowns. La 
Marck meeting every where with benefaQors, and 
conſtantly returning their kindneſs: with. ingrati- 


tude, was not long before he diſpleaſed the king, and 


Avonſt, Was obliged to leave France. He returned. 
Auguſt. into the country of Liege with part of 
his troops. He enliſted all the malecontents, and 
found himſelf at the head of near fifteen hundred 
men, perſons of a reſembling character with their 
commander, and who by way of diſtinction were 
all cloathed in red with a boar's head embroidered 


on the ſfeeve, He then advanced towards Liege, 


and found means to gain over Rouſlat and Pavillon, 
the magiſtrates of the city. The biſhop at the head 


of 20000, men marched- againſt the rebels; but en- 


tering into a narrow paſs, his troops fell back, be- 


ing either corrupted by the two traitors, or ſo ſeized 


with a panick, that they durſt not engage with ſol- 


diers experienced in fighting, La Marck appeared 


that inſtant before the biſhop; Lewis of Bourbon, 
ſaid he, I have ſought your friendſhip, and jou have re- 


fuſed it me. At the ſame time he cleft his ſkull, and - 


then ordered him to be ſtript, and thrown into the 
Meuſe. La Marck immediately entered into Liege, 
made himſelf maſter of almoſt all the country, put- 


ting all to fire and ſword that refuſed to ſubmit to 


him, and obliged the canons to elect his ſon for 
their biſhop. OS „ 

This forced election was ſoon declared void. 
Two years after la Marek was delivered u 
imilian, and beheaded at Utrecht. 


: 234 


The laſt harveſts had been ſo bad 


in France, that 


| notwithſtanding all the care of the government the 


people ſuffered much by famine; and: contagious 


difeaſes, which are uſually the conſequences of it, 


prevailed in all parts of the kingdom. The perſons 


© 


p to Max- 
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of greateſt note, who died this year, were Jane of 


France, the king's fiſter, and wife to-John duke of 
Bourbon; the premier preſident John Boullanger, 
Charles de Gaucourt lieutenant to the king in Paris, 


Nicholas Bataille an eminent lawyer; and Martin 


Magiſtri, a man of low extraction and diſtinguiſhed 
merit. Beſides theſe there died abundance of con- 
ſiderable people, but the mortality principally fell 


upon the commonalty, that part of the ſubjects, 


ment of a ſtate. F 
The place of premier preſident being vacant by 


which contributes more to the ſtrength than orna- 


the death of John Boullanger was given to James de 


la Vacquerie, by birth a ſubject of the houſe of Bur- 
gundy. "Tis faid that la Vacquerie ſome time after 
receiving edits, which he judged inconſiſtent with 
the publick welfare, in conjunction with the parlia- 
ment waited upon the king, and thus addreſſed him- 
felf to him; Sire, we are here come to give up our com- 
miſſions into your hands, and ſuffer whatever your ma- 
jeſty ſhall think fit, rather than act againſt our conſci- 
ences, Tis added, that the king being more affected 
with their remonſtrances, than offended with this 


proceeding of the parliament, recalled or mollifyed 


the edicts. B 
well proved. % 
The king finding that the time of his departure 
drew nigh, viſited the dauphin at Amboiſe, and gave 
him inſtructions in writing, which were afterwards 
regiſtered in parliament, He laid before him the 
obligations they both had to, God, put him in mind 
of the duties which the title of moft chriſtian king 
required from him, taking his examples of virtues 
from his predeceſſors, and of faults from his own 
conduct. He ſhewed him how dangerous all diſor- 
der was in the government, how blameable he was in 
removing the officers, who had ſerved his father in 
the moſt difficult times of the monarchy. He ex- 


ut this ſtory does not ſeem. to be very 


horted 
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horted him not to commit the ſame fault, and ad- 
viſed him to take counſel of the. princes of his blood, 

and his great officers, and to keep in thoſe whom he 
ſhould find in place, and who had ferved worthily 
and uſefully, and to throw out none but ſuch as had 
prevaricated, and were legally convicted of it. 
His majeſty ordered the dauphin to withdraw a- 
while, and privately reflet upon what he had read 
and heard; he then had him called in again, and 
made him ſwear, that in cafe he ſucceeded to the 
crown, he would obſerve all the directions that bd 
then been recommended to him. 

The king next fent for the duke of Orleans, at 
that time about twenty years of age, and made him 
promiſe to execute faithfully the orders that ſhould 
be given for the tutelage of the young king, and the 
government of the ſtate. The duke ſwore to ob- 
ſerve whatever the king required, and even paſſed 
it into an att; but Lewis was ſcarce dead, before 
he broke through all his engagements. 

Lewis continually recommended himſelf to the 
prayers of the moſt virtuous perſons in the kingdom. 
Amongſt this number was Helias de Bourdeille, 
| whom his piety” more than his knowledge had ad- 
vanced, whilſt only a cordelier, to the biſhoprick of 
Perigueux ; from thence he was tranſlated. to the 
archbiſhoprick ef Tours, and was one of the princi- 
pal commiffioners nominated to aſſiſt at the trial of 
the abbe de St. Jean d*Angely, that the opinion the 
world had of this prelate's virtue, might remove all 
ſuſpicions to the N of the judgment that 
ſhould be given. 

Lewis having defired Bourdeille to pray to God 
for the recovery of his health, the prelate did not 
confine. himſelf to prayers, but took upon him to 
adviſe his majeſty by awakening his ſeruples rather 
than quieting them, He repreſented to him, that 
he had. much miſuſed cardinal Balue and the biſhop 

of 
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of Verdun, and farther gave in a liſt of prelates, 
who thought they had reaſon to complain of his 
majeſty's treatment, ſuch as the biſhop of Laon the 
conſtable's ſon, the biſhop of Caſtres brother to the 
duke of Nemours, the biſhop of Seez, S. Flour, and 
Coutances, who being allied to his enemies, or un- 
der actual engagements with them, had no great 
cauſe to complain of being ſuſpected. The king 
was much offended with the liberty taken by the 
good archbiſhop, and let him know by the chancel- 
Jor that he intermeddled with more matters than be- 
longed to him, and was not aware of the conſe- 
quences of what he ſaid; that he had deſired h's 
prayers and not his advice; and that he defyed any 
_ perſon whatſoever to find juſt fault with his conduct 

towards the diſſatisfied biſhops. The king then aſ- 
ſuming a greater degree of vivacity then ever, ordered 
the chancellor to ſummons all theſe prelates, and re- 
quire an account of their pretended grievances. Ac- 
cordingly they were ſummoned, but the affair ſtop- 
ped there; in all probability the biſhops did not care 
to have any concern in the indiſcretion of Bourdeille, 
or to enter into judgment with their maſter, : 
The chancellor then viſited the archbiſhop of 
Tours, and repreſented to him, that religion did 


not excuſe him from the reſpect he owed to the 


king ; that he had gone beyond the bounds of his 
duty as a ſubject; and that the utmoſt caution ought 
to be uſed in reprehending princes, not only: upon 
account of the reſpect that was due to them, but 
that they might yield ſo favourable an ear to the 
counſels given, as to profit by them, 

The chancellor wrote to the king, that the arch- 
| biſhop was forry he had diſpleaſed him, that he had 
never forgotten, nor ever ſhould forget, the duty be 
owed him, both as a ſubject and as archbiſhop ; that 
he never ceaſed to pray and to make others pray id 
the preſeryation of his majeſty ; and farther that hr 
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was brought very low by a long fit of illneſs, but 
that as ſoon as he had recovered his ſtrength, he 
would give his majeſty an account of his conduẽt. 
This letter compoſed the king's mind. I find no 
proof of the fact advanced by meſſieurs de St. Marthe, 
that the archbiſhop's temporalities were ſeized on. 
In the mean time the pope, who was the more 
attentive to his own intereft, as the king, ſeeming 
to neglect his, refuſed nothing to the church, made 
preſſing inſtances to obtain the counties of Valenti- 
nois and Diois. But as every thing was-to be feared 
from the weakneſs of a prince tormented with fcru- 
ples, and who ſought to get rid of them only by pro- 
fuſeneſs towards the church; the chancellor directed 
Halle archbiſhop of Narbonne, who had formerly 
been attorney-genera!, a good prelate and a good 
citizen, to keep the king upon his guard againſt the 
pope's ſollicitations. PETE PETE DOES Ed... 
At the ſame time the commiſſioners of the king 
and the duke of Britany met at Angers, to ſettle the 
differences which had aroſe between the officers of 
juſtice belonging to their reſpective maſters. ''The 
duke's deputies making a great ſhew of the irregular 
proceedings of the king's officers, his majeſty's com- 
miſhoners anſwered, that before they examined thoſe 
grievances, it would be neceſſary to agree upon the 
limits; that before they entered into diſputes, which 
would take up a great deal of time, his majeſty had 
complaints to make, for which he expected imme- 
diate reparation, and which did not ſtand in need of 
any eclairciſſement; of this nature were acts of diſ- 
| obedience to the decrees of parliament ; that Chau- 
vin the chancellor of Britany was actually detained 
in the duke's priſons, though he had appealed to the 
king's courts, and his majeſty had reccived the ap- 
peal, and ordered him either to be ſet at liberty, or 
removed. to the king's priſon. at Paris and proſecu- Witt 
ted there; that the duke ſheltered maleſactors, and Wil 
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particularly the ſmugglers of ſalt, which was of great 
prejudice to the king's cuſtoms. - The conferences 
thus paſſing in diſputes on both ſides, without coming 
to any concluſion, the commiſſioners broke up their 
meeting after having agreed to meet again” in De- 
cember to ſettle the limits. 

France has at all times been the umpire- of her 
neighbours, and the aſylum of unfortunate princes, 
Gem or Zizime, the ſecond ſon of Mahomet II. 
pretended to have a greater right to the throne than 
Bajazet his elder brother, as the latter was born in 
* life-time of Amurath their grandfather, whilſt 
Mahomet was a ſubject and not emperor ; whereas 
Zizime was born, after Mahomet had ſucceeded to 
the throne, 

The affection of the people ſupported the preten- 
fions of Zizime ; but the baſhaw Achmet general 
of the Ottoman troops declared for Bajazet, made 
himſelf maſter of Conſtantinople, advanced. againſt 
Zizime as far as Bithynia, and gave him battle, 
Zizime being defeated fled to the ſultan of Egypt. 
He was at laſt obliged to take refuge in the court of 
the king of Caramania, from whence he paſſed to 
Rhodes, and from thence into France. He conti- 
nued there without being admitted to his majeſty's 
- preſence, at leaſt we have no proof of it from the 
accounts of the king's houſhold, which are very ex- 
act in the ſmalleſt particulars relating to the expences 
laid out for embaſſadors of foreign princes. 
the king in a declining way and greatly altered in 
his perſon, choſe to abſent himſelf entirely from. the 
view of others. He apprehended, that he could no 
Otherwiſe preſerve his authority than by governing 
from the moſt private part of his retirement, hiding 
| himſelf from all eyes, and ſuffering none to ſee him, 
but ſuch as were abſolutely neceſſary to his ſervice, 
'The chagrin which devoured him, and the appre- 


henſion of loſing his authority ſerved only to mow 
he 


Beſides, | 
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the orders he gave the more ſevere. This we ſee by 

a letter he wrote to the chancellor upon a ſubje& of 
no great importance,—Chancellrr, you have refuſed 


to „gn the letters of Boutilas my mditre- d hotel, . 


diſpatch it upon your lift. 
It is to an edict publiſhed this year, 


that we muſt refer the form of the col- Dec. 24. 
lege of the king's ſecretaries, as it ſtands _ 
at preſent. This company had been long eſtabliſhed. 


The preceding kings had granted it large privileges. 


Lewis the XI. did not always take out of this body 


thoſe whom he made uſe of to write or counter- ſign 


letters patents and other diſpatches ; he frequently 
employed others to this purpoſe. After the war of 
the publick good, he put out all thoſe he had newly 


_ raiſed, confirmed the privileges of the old ones, fixed 
their employment, and gave them freſh privileges 


which they ſtill enjoy, and fixed their number to 
fifty- nine, whereof the king was to be the ſixtieth 
and the head. This edit was regiſtered the year 
following, and is {till a ſtanding law in all matters, 
wherein the company is concerned, 

The emiſſaries, which Lewis maintained in F lan- 


ders, did not fail to let him know, that the people 


in thoſe provinces deſired peace, and were diſpoſed to 


ſign it by the marriage of the dauphin with the prin- 


ceſs of Burgundy; but that if this circumſtance was 
not complied with, there was cauſe to apprehend 
they would enter into a league with the Engliſh. 
The zeal of the Flemiſh for this alliance was ſo no- 
torious, that when the governor of Arras ſent a 
| trumpet to their camp under Aloft, the troops only 


enquired after the dauphin, and expreſſed an ex- 


treme deſire to ſee him. 


As Lewis never uſed greater precaution than in 


the matters he moſt deſired, he diſpatched John 
Guerin his miaitre-d'hotel, to be ſtill farther certi- 


hed of the diſpoutions of the 3 of Ghent; be 
then 


R 8 8 [WY 2 og 2h. 
— 3 G * 2 5 
1 a” La = x 


py 
. 
. —_—. 
— - — — — — - . 
a 4 - -—— - — 3 > - — 
8 — — — N — 
* — rey DOI — — — — — — — w 8 — 2 — —_—__—— 
* 2 n 8 A — — po _—_ — —— _ —— AO — 1 * — — 
— uy _ — — — 7 —— — = > — N — - — 
N S ˙ -A — — — — 
> n= — —— —— —— - . N EI — — IS — — 
— N = n—_ — "= —̃ ( 7F— EINE IS, ASH — ——— "St — = — — 
—— — — — — — — — r —— 227 5 — he 7 — — = - EIS — —— — ES — — = oY ls Sc — — — — — 
K — - _ — 9 = A. 2 > 2 2 — * — <A — x £> R — — © —— 
— —— _—— 2. 8 — 1 ” z > - - — — 
3 N „ 2 —— 8 DE — S — — FT 44 — — 
2 ET, bs LP. 8 * * > : 5 
A G — : . — 5 — 5 > — — — Ce ry en 
* : — — . — a 


EE oa 2 WE. Fo. 
K Fw ag 
2 eros gy OE 
> PE. — 
0 Ro den . - 


— * 
23233 


— 
* 
32799 
DM 4 
mount — 


— — - 

— — 

— — 
$65, 


R pn — . — 

— 2 —U— 
ln — 
—— Sgt 


2 R 
r 
E 


— — 7 — 
— 


310 The HisroryY of LEWIS XI. 

. then began ſecretly to negotiate with Maximilian, 
and ſoon after appointed Crevecceur lord of Querder, 
Olivier de Couetman his majeſty's lieutenant in Ar- 
ras, the premier-preſident Ja Vacquerie, and John 
Guerin, to be his plenipotentiaries, 

Maximilian nominated alſo to act for him Dauf- 
fay maſter of requeſts to his houſhold, Gort-Rol- 
land penſionary of Bruxelles, James de Steen werpei, 
Goſſuin abbot of AMeghem, the abbe d'Aumont, 
de Berghes lord of Walhain, Bouvrie, Lannoy, Bal. - 
win de Molembais, de Goy lord of Allxy;” 2nd be 
veral others. 

Tue miniſters met at Arras, and agreed upon al- 
. moſt all the articles of marriage between the dauphin 
and the princeſs Margaret. The greateſt difficultics 
were upon the manner, whereby the counties of Bur- 
gundy and Artois, and the other territories which 
were already in the king's poſſeſſion, ſhould be given 

up to him. The king pretended, that theſe provir- 
ces belonged to him of right; Maximilian and the 
ſtates would not part with them but as a lot and por- 
tion of the princeſs. The plenipotentiaries of France 
demanded the towns of Liſle, Douay, and Orchies, 
which had been given to Philip duke of Burgundy by 
Charles V. only upon condition of reverting to the 
crown in caſe of failure of male heirs, an nd this caſe 
was actually arrived. Though the king's right was 
inconteſtible. The Flemiſh could not conſent to 
give up the places to him, which were ſituated in 
the midſt of their country. The plenipotentia1 es 
obſerving that the Flemiſh would never comply with 
this article, choſe not to break off the, negotiation, 
but let the king know, that his majeſty's right would 
ſtill ſubſiſt, which he might hereafter ſupport in due 
time and place; ; and that the provinces they gave 
up to him, would not only ſerve him as a proper {- 
curity tor theſe three Potts but would alſo farther 


enable 


FRET 
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enable him to make himſelf one day the maſter of 
them. 11 . 4 ö 
Lewis yielded to their advice, ſent Dec. 14. 
them full powers to remove all other dif- 
ficulties, and the peace was ſigned.“ Dec. 23. 
The king immediately ſent letters to all the go- 
vernors, bailiffs, and ſeneſchals, to aſſemble the 
ſtates of their governments in order to ratify the 
dauphin's marriage with Margaret of Auſtria. They 
did not even wait till the treaty was ſigned + before 
they demanded the confirmation, which the Flemiſh 
required. He diſpatched la Grange bailly of Aux- 
onne to the duke of Bourbon and the count of Ne- 
vers to have their ſeals according to the model, 
which la Grange carried them. A 
Theſe princes made their remonſtances to a clauſe 
in the treaty, by which the king, in caſe of con- 
travention on his part, diſcharged them from their 
oath of allegiance. They urged, that the laws of 
the ſtate, which attached them to the king, were 
out of his power. The count of Nevers raiſed 
ſome other difficulties, and claimed an inconteſtable 
right to Brabant, f which hindered him from rati- 
fying the treaty purely and ſimply; for which rea- 
ſon he entreated the king not to take it ill, that he 
0 e l 61 r 
* I do not relate the treaty, becauſe, as the marriage 
did not take place, it became void. Such as are diſpoſed 
to ſee it, will find it in the appendix to the memoirs of 
Commines publiſhed by Godefroy, Tom. V. p. 272. 
F "Tis ſaid in the treaty, that the princes of the blood, 
the peers, the univerſity of Paris, the principal towns, 
cities, and commonalties of the kingdom, the prelates - 
and nobility of the counties of Artois and Burgundy had 


engaged themſelves by their hands and ſeals to maintain 
e this treaty in all its points and articles. | 


T. The count of Nevers, as a deſcendant from Philip 
the bold, had a claim to the ſucceſſion of this houſe, and 


particularly to Brabant, which Philip the good had uſurp- 
| ed from him. | | | Cn; | 
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had added in ſinging it, that he approved the treaty | 


without prejudice to his own right. 
The duke of Auſtria and the ftates of Brabant 


nominated the abbots of St. Bertin and St. Peter of 
Ghent, John de Berghes lord of Walhain, Lannoy, : 
Goy, de la Moire, Rym, Pinnock, ys" and [ 
Me. to be their embaſſadors. 2 
0 
t] 


They firſt came to Paris, and were 

1483. received by the biſhop of Marſeilles and 
Fan. 24, the officers of the city. The next mor- 
5/5 ning they were preſent at the Te Deum 
Mar. 30. in the church of Notre-Dame, and dined 
7 at the hotel-de-ville. In the evening 
the cardinal of Bourbon gave them a ſplendid en- 
tertainment, which was followed by a comedy in 
the taſte of thoſe times, that is, a Piece of iy 
or a droll. The next morning they ſet out for 
Tours to wait upon the king. 
In their firſt audience they deſired his majeſty 
would be pleaſed to give the dauphin authority ta 
ſwear to the treaty of peace, to give up to them the 
deeds and ſecurities, which had been promiſed for 
the accompliſhment of the treaty, to promiſe that 
the countries given with the princeſs as her portion 
ſhould be governed according to their own laws and 
cuſtoms, that the town of Arras ſhould reſume its 
antient government, and all the old inhabitants that 
had been forcibly carried out of it, have leave to 
return thither, follow their profeſſions, and recover 
their eſtates. The embaſſadors farther beſought the 
king to withdraw his troops, that the duke of Au- 
ſtria might do the ſame on his fide; to recall all 
the French, who ſerved under la Marck, and aſſiſt 
in driving chat rebel out of the country 'of Liege; 
to reſtore Frances and Mary of Luxembourg, the 
grand-daughters of the conſtable, to their family- 


poſſeſſions 3 to reſtore the county of Porcien to 
| Philip 
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Philip de Croy, to give the priſoners their liberty, 
or ſet a ranſom upon them. "= 5 
The embaſſadors made freſh inſtances for conſent 
to comprehend the duke of Britany in the treaty; 
after which they went to Amboiſe to pay their com- 
pliments to the dauphin, and to make him ſwear to 
all theſe articles, and particularly to that which con- 
cerned his marriage with the princeſs Margaret, and 
the preſervation of the privileges and cuſtoms of the 
countries, that were given up to him. 
The lord of Beaujeu was with the dauphin, whom 
the king had appointed his tutor and guardian, be- 
ing minded that he ſhould diſcharge the functions of 
his office during his life-time. No body was more 
capable or more deſerving of this employment than 
Beaujeu. Steadfaſt, _difintereſted, and prudent, 
when he aſked advice he did not merely require an 
approbation of his own ſentiments, As he had not 
the preſumption to think himſelf well ſkilled in mat- 
ters wherein he had not been trained up, he wrote 
to du Bouchage to ſend him ſome learned man of 
the gown, converſant in the matters then under 
agitation, capable of drawing up the neceſſary deeds, 
and of examining as well thoſe which the dauphin 
would be obliged to ſign, as thoſe which the em- 
baſſadors were to give. „ 


The dauphin, authorized by the king, ſwore in 
the preſence of the embaſſadors, upon the hoſt, 
upon the true croſs, and upon the goſpels, to keep 
all the articles of the treaty of peace, and of the 

marriage. The embaſſadors then re- 
Jan. 22, turning to the king, his majeſty ratifyed 

the treaty, and by an act dated the 

. WW fame day renounced all pretenſions to the eſtates 
e yielded to the dauphin. He then diſmiſſed the em- 
1 baſſadors, and preſented them with thirty 
Feb. 9. thouſand crowns in gold, and five hun- 


es dred and ſixty marks in ſilver. 


Picard 


\ 
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Picard bailif of Rouen accompanied them as far 
as Paris, and preſented to the parliament a cloſe let- 


ter from the king to have the treaty of peace re- 


giſtered. Michael de Pons procureur-general, Gan- 
nay and Le Maitre attorneys genera], being inform- 
ed of the act, by which the king renounced all his 
pretenſions to the eſtates yielded by the treaty of 
peace, made their proteſtation, declaring that the 
act of rendering it they were going to perform-could 
in no wiſe prejudice the right of the king and his 


crown, and demanded that their oppoſition ſhould 


he regiſtered, in order to maintain in due time and 
place the rights of his majeſty, which could not now 
be done, conſidering the deſire his majeſty had to 
fee a concluſion given to all theſe affairs. The par- 
liament having admitted this proteſtation, they then 
read the king's letter, by which he laid the treaty 
before them, with the acts made in conſequence 
. | e 
The day following the treaty of peace was pub- 
liſhed, but before it was regiſtered, they gave Dauf- 
fay, who brought it, the choice of theſe two clauſes, 
The procureur-general being preſent, and not oppoſing, or 
the pfrocureur- general being preſent and conſenting, 
Dauffay choſe the latter, and they proceeded to re- 
giſter it. The parliament then ſaid to the embaſſa- 
dors, that as the treaty took in the duke and the eſtates 
of Flanders, no lefs than the king, and the dauphin, 
and their eſtates, it would be proper that the duke's ra- 
tification ſhould be depoſited in the court ; to which 
Nauffay made anſwer, that therr demand ꝛwas rea- 
Jy 5 „ 
The embaſſadors having left the city to return 
into Flanders, his majeſty ordered a proceſſion from 
Paris to S. Denis by way of thankſgiving 
Feb. 18. for the peace, and to implore the pre- 
ſervation of the king, the queen, and 
the daupkin. We learn from the deliberations had 
„ = upoli 
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upon this occaſion, that the parliament then con- 
ſiſted of an hundred perſons. 

Some few days after his majeſty ſent embaſſadors 
to the duke of Auſtria to be preſent at his taking a 
like oath with that which had been taken by him- 
ſelf, to keep and obſerve faithfully the treaty of peace 
and alliance. 

Lewis XI. though overburdened. with afflictions, 
and engaged in affairs of the higheſt conſequence, 
notwithſtanding extended his gare to other parts of 
Europe. 

The troubles of Navarre had begun i in 1441 upon 
the death of Blanche of Navarre. . That queen 
ſetting aſide by her will the ſettlement made by 
her marriage-contract, left the crown to her huſ- 
band John during life, to the prejudice of her chil- 
dren, But neither the death of king John, nor 
that of his daughter Eleonore, reſtored peace to the 
kingdom. Tt was conſtantly divided by factions, 
The reign of Francis Phoebus, who ſucceeded his 
grandmother Eleonore, waz very ſhort, This 
prince, the ſon of Gaſton Phoebus and Magdalene 
of France, died in the beginning of this year at fif- 
teen years of age, and by his will appointed his ſiſ- 
ter Catherine to be his ſole heir. 

The king declared himſelf the protector of Ca. 
| therine- his grand niece, and oppoſed the deſigns of 
the counts of Lérins and Beaumont, who would have 
| united Navarre to Arragon and Caſtille, which Fer- 
| dinand had already in poſſeſſion. 

The viſcount of Narbonne, ſupported by cardi- 
nal de Foix, and the dukes of Orleans and Britany, 
took the title of king of Navarre, and thought to 
| draw over Ferdinand and Iſabella to his intereſt, by 
| repreſenting to them, that Lewis only ſupported 
Catherine to perpetuate his own authority in Navar- 
| re; but Ferdinand eſpouſed the cauſe of Catherine 
in hopes of marrying her to his ſon John, Lewis 
1 F -Y XI. 
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XI. and his ſiſter Magdalene oppoſed it. The law- 
ful heirs of this kingdom would ſtill have been in 
poſſeſſion, if Lewis XII. had been as great a man as 
Lewis XI. Ek STING 
In the mean time great preparations were made 
for the marriage of the dauphin. Edward king of En- 
gland was in ſo high indignation at being deceived 
by Lewis XI. and ſeeing France going to be farther 
ſtrengthened by the union of the provinces, which 
the princeſs Margaret brought in marriage, that he 
died with grief. Others ſay that he died of an apo- 
plexy after a hard fit of drinking. There were | 
ſome alſo, who ſuſpected him to have been poyſon- | 
ed by his brother Richard duke of Glouceſter. 
The crimes which Glouceſter committed both be- 
fore and fince, render theſe ſuſpicions highly proba- 4 
ble. All the ſteps he made towards the throne were 4 
ſo many treaſons. He had been the principal au- 7 
* thor in the death of his brother the duke of Cla- 
rence. After Edward's death he cut off all thoſe, 


who had ſhewn any attachment to that prince, He by 
filled up the parliament with his creatures, cauſed go 
the marriage of the late king to be ſet aſide, and Y 


the children who wers born of it to he declared ille- 
gitimate, and ſaon after put them all to death, 
England, jealous of its liberty in oppoſition to its 
kings, and ſubmiſſi ve under tyrants, ſaw all theſe 
crimes committed without ſtirring. 

Lewis did not ſeem to take the leaſt concern in 
the death of Edward, but would make no alliance 
_ with the uſurper ; tho' we find in Rymer ſome 
ſchemes of treaties, which were never concluded. 
Lewis could not better revenge himſelf of the 

Engliſh, than by leaving them to their uſual facti- 
ons. He had not the ſame indifference for Italy. 
The different ſtates, whereof it is compoſed, were 
all armed againſt each other, Their intereſts chang- 
od every moment, and their rage was Mar the 
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ſame. One party in an inſtant became the declared 
enemy of that, to which it was allied the day before. 
Sixtus IV. after having joined with Ferdinand king 


of Naples, ſaw the ecclefiaſtical ſtate ravaged by Al- 


phonſus duke of Calabria, Ferdinand's ſon, The 
Venetians ſent Robert Malateſte to the pope's aſſiſt- 
ance at the head: of 1500 horſe. He defeated the 
duke of Calabria, and. entered Rome in triumph. 
'The pope grew jealous of the ſervices-done him by 


the Venetians; he found they were growing too 


powerful, and ſought how to croſs their deſigns. 
Lewis ſent Liſtenay and Monjeu, gen- f 
tlemen of Burgundy, to pacify the trou- May. 
bles of Italy, and particularly thoſe a 
which ſubſiſted between the republick of Venice and 


the duke of Milan, The biſhop of Lombez returned 


ſome time after into Spain to finiſh the affair of 
Rouſſillon. 5 
Lewis, dreaded and reſpected on all ſides, fixed 
the fate of ſeveral ſtates, whilſt ſnut up in the caſtle 
of Pleſſis-lès-Tours, he became a prey to the ſuſpi- 
cions and horrors of an approaching death. On one 
hand he ſaw death advancing towards him by ſlow 
degrees, and on the other he apprehended a thouſand 
treaſons. He ordered the caſtle to be fenced round 
with an iron grate ſtuck full of ſpikes, and cauſed 
eighteen thouſand calthorpes to be diſperſed: in the 
foſſes; four hundred archers kept guard, and forty 
were conſtantly watching under arms, and fired up- 
on. thoſe, who ventured to draw nigh. All who 
were obliged to enter the caſtle underwent a ſtrict 
ſearch, The dauphin was alternately the object of 
his father's tenderneſs and ſuſpiczon. He cauſed the 
rofier des guerres to be compiled for his inſtruction, 
filled with the wiſeſt maxims of government. At 
the ſame time he feared left the young prince ſhould 
be impatient to reign, or that the malecontents 
ſhould make an ill uſe of his name ; he then looked 


3 . upon 
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upon his ſon as his cruelleſt enemy. He daily 
changed his domeſticks, and not caring to own his 
terrible apprehenſions, he ſaid that nature took de- 
light in change. The fear of loſing his authority 


led him only to exerciſe it according to his capric ious 


diſpoſition. He every day put out old officers to 
place new ones in their room. To employ conti- 
nually the attention of ſtrangers, he cauſed horſes, 
dogs, and all forts of curious animals, to be brought 
out of other countries, and did not deign to look 
wpen them when they were come. He would ſhew 
himſelf magnificently dreſſed in a balcony, and dif- 
appear in an inſtant, that the ſpectators might not 
diſcern the alteration in his features. Diſtruſt and 
apprehenſion were to him continuzl executioners, 
Being more tormented by his ſuſpicions than fatis- 
ked with the puniſhments he enjoined, it would 
have been too great an happineſs to have been freed 
by death from all the horrors, which it inſpired, 
At the time that he took the moſt cruel precaution 
againſt men, he ſought to appeaſe heaven by all the 
methods ſuggeſted by fear ; he recommended himſelf 
to the prayers of others, and had relicks brought 
him from every quarter. Though conſtantly em- 
ployed in political affairs, he never conferred with 
the miniſters of princes, but with ſuperſtitious or 
intereſted monks, One James Roſat a cordelier, 
came from Lombardy with ſeven or eight of his 
companions, and was received by the king with di- 
ſtinction. The canons of Cologne came to ſecure 
the revenues which his majeſty had beſtowed upon 
their church, in honour of the three kings, whoſe 
relicks had been ſet off to ſuch high advantage. 
The dean of Aix-la-Chapelle brought of them to 
him ; and a merchant fold him a little image of fil- 
ver for one hundred and ſixty livres. 


The fear of death being grown the principle of all 
the actions of Lewis XI. he ſought from every quar- 
pe „ ter 
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ter for remedies or prayers. The ſlave of his phyſi- 
cian, and loaden with relicks, he ſquandered away 
his ſubſtance among the church- men. He beſtowed 
conſiderable gifts upon the abbey of S. Denis; and 
granted to that of S. Germain the free fair, which. 
ſubſiſts at preſent. Without dwelling upon a par- 
ticular account of the expences which it coſt his ma- 
jeſty in devotions, it may ſuffice to ſay, that they 
daily encreaſed in proportion to his infirmities. 
Bajazet II. emperor of the Turks, hoping to pro- 
fit by the weakneſs of Lewis, ſent him an embaſſa- 
dor with. a. liſt of all the relieks, that were at Con- 
ſtant inople, and offered them to him, upon condition 
that he would only detain Zizime in France, and 
hinder him from going back into the eaſt. Lewis 
rejected the propoſal of Bajazet, and ſcorned to vio- 
late the laws of hoſpitality in the perſon of an unfor- 
tunate prince. The Turkiſh embaſſador after wait - 
ing a long time in Provence, returned back without: 
being able to obtain an audience. © [7 0: 
Lewis was very averſe to treat with infidelss He 
waited with impatience for the arrival of Matortille,. 
who was better known by the name of Francis de. 
ms + ; i. 5 ey 
Francis, a native of+ Paule, a town in Calabria, 
devoted himſelf to God from his infancy. Born 
with a pure heart and an upright mind, he deſpiſad 
all human ſciences, and employed himſelf wholly in 
that of heaven. Notwithſtanding his retirement 
the fame of his- holy life was ſoon ſpread over Italy 
and France, Lewis deſired ardently to ſee him, 
hoping by his prayers to obtain the recovery of his 
health. He beſought the pope and the king of Na- 
ples to ſend this holy man into France, and built a 
houſe for him in his park. He was continually 
ſending eouriers to haſten the arrival of the holy man, 
for ſo he is named in the accounts of the king's 
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As ſoon as he got ſight of him, he ran to meet 


him, and throwing himſelf at his feet, beſought him 


to prolong his life. Francis raiſed him up, and in an 
humble manner repreſented to him, that our days 
are in the hands of God, but at the ſame time he 
endeavoured to comfort him, and prepare him for 


death, Lewis had frequent diſcourſes with him, 


and appeared afterwards more compoſed. Humble 


and fincere devotion, and ſolid piety, were then feen 


to be reſpected at court. 


At a time when the fear of death ſeemed to have 
given a wrong turn to the mind of Lewis XI. it 
was always ſound and preſent in buſineſs. Upon 
receiving complaints that Palamedes Fourbin abuſed 
bis authority in Provence, he ſuſpended him from 
the execution of his office, and ordered Baudricourt 


to enquire into his conduct. Baudricourt diſcharged 
his commiſſion with equal integrity and judgment. 


He made a moſt exact enquiry, and upon his inform- 


ing the king, that Fourbin had faithfully done his 


duty, and that the complaints againſt him were no 


other than the effec of the jealouſy and malice, 


which are raiſed. by great employments, and are 


the higheſt commendation of thoſe who fill them, 
Fourbin was reſtored to his office with greater au- 
thority than before. e 

Lewis conſtantly exerciſed in governing, removed 
Doriole from the chancellorſhip, to give it to Wil- 
liam de Rochefort, who had paſſed from the ſervice 
of Burgundy into that of France. . 


Doriole was mayor of Rochelle, and ſeveral times 
deputed by the city to Charles VII. He applied 
himſelf to the court, and was ſucceſſively maſter of 

accounts, general of the finances, and embaſſador. 


He diſcharged ſo well the ſeveral commiſſions which 
were given him, that the king honoured him with 
the dignity of chancellor. He was perfectly well 


acquainted with the laws of the — 29 
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rights of the crown, No body was more laborious, 
but his great age did not allow him to act with the 
ſame diligence. Lewis thought, that the higheſt 
places. ought to be. the reward of actual ſervices ; 
and though he was well fatisfied with what Doriote 
: had done, he took his poſt from him, and gave him 

that of premier-preſident of the chamber of accounts, 
as being attended with leſs fatigue.. - 0 
Ihe lord of Beaujeu and the princeſs: Anne his 
wife were ordered to attend upon Margaret of Au- 
ſtria. Anne claimed a right of delivering the priſo- 


ners upon making her firſt entry into Paris; but the il 
parliament oppoſed it, and ſaid, that this privilege _ 
belonged only to the king, the queen, and the dau- 100 


phin, and not to the other children of France. it 
The lord and lady of Beaujeu upon their arrwal 0 
at Heſdin, delivered the deeds ſigned by the princes 
and .towns of the kingdom, to the deputies of Max- 
imilian, and received thoſe of the lords and towns 
of the Low- Countries. | 
Margaret. of Auſtria was given into = 
the hands of the lord and lady of Beaujeu May 19. 
by Catherine de Cleves, by the -lords of ß 
Raveſtein, Vers, and Ligne, the abbot of St. Bertin, 
and the chancellor of Brabant. 2 ” 
Raveſtein being minded, before he left the prin - 
ceſs, that ſhe ſhould exerciſe the rights and privi- 
leges which belonged: to her as dauphineſs and coun- 
teſs of Artois,. when ſhe made her entry into Be- 
thune, gave a pardon in her highneſs's name to 13 
Ogier and Bernard. de' Aouſt two brothers, ſirnamed 1 
d' Auron, who were in priſon. at Bethune for the 
murther of four men. The judge of the place re- 
fuſed to pay any regard to theſe letters of grace, but 
the dauphin, when he came to the crown, confixmed. 
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'The parliament went in a body to receive her be- 
yond the gates of the city; and Beaujeu gave letters. 
of freedom to ſeveral companies of tradeſmen in the 
princeſs's name, by virtue of the privilege of happy 
arrival, Margaret after this proceeded to Angers. 
6 June 2 The eſpouſals were celebrated with all 
a 3. poſſible magnificence. The principal towns 
Tune 23. of the kingdom ſent deputies thither, 
3* who with their followers were enter- 
tained at the king's expence. The lord of Beaujeu, 
the count of Dunois, S. Pierre, grand ſeneſchal of 
Normandy, the lord d*Albert, and Guy Pot count 
de S. Pol, governor of Touraine, did of the ho- 
| nours of the feaſt, which was more diſtinguiſhed by 
its magnificence, than the publick joy ; as prayers. 
were put up at the ſame time for the health of the 
king, which was paſt recovery. 
No day paſſed without ſome particular fancy. 
The pope ſent a brief,, by which he permitted the 
king to be anointed a ſecond time with the oil of 
the holy ampoule. Soon after Grimaldi the pope's 
| ſteward arrived with abundance of relicks. The 
people of Rome had like to have rofe upon their ap- 
prehenſion of being deprived of a treaſure of this 
kind. Serious remonſtrances were made of it to 
the pepe, who was obliged to excuſe himſelf by 
_ urging the obligations the holy ſee had to the kings 
of France. 
The approaches of death ordinarily draw men off 
from the reſt of the world to bring them nearer to 
themſelves; every thing then becomes foreign to 
them ; Lewis never ceaſed to reign, nor to employ 
himſelf in the affairs of the government.. His whole 
en ſeemed extinct; the king alone ſubſiſted ſtill. 
n his laſt moments he renewed the alliance with 
the Hanſe towns. He entered into the minuteſt 
particulars of the police, and ſeverely puniſhed the 
bakers, who had combined to raiſe the price of have = 
| n 


diately ſent word of it to Paris. The report of the 


was — of it, and yet durſt not openly ſpeak: 


the feals by the chancellor, with part of his guard, 


them to be faithful to their new maſter, He uſually 


ſenſes perfect, and ſpoke to the laſt moment. This 


nothing elſe but his ſalvation. 


ſtand it by ſaying; all little. They were not how-- 


him in the preſence of Francis de Paule and the firſt 


Lucy towards you 3 Plage na more confidence in this holy | 
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On Monday the 25th of Auguſt his majeſty had 

ſo ſevere a fainting fit, that he was believed to be 
dead. Briconnet,. who attended upon him, imme- - 


king's death was ſpread into all quarters; every body 


of it. - In the mean time the chancellor. de Roche-- 
fort went to the parliament to exhort them to keep 
the people quiet, and then ſet forward on his jour- 

ney toward the king. 

His majeſty recovered from his kü. but found 
himſelf ſo very low, that he judged his end was nigh. 
He ordered the lord of Beaujeu to wait upon the 
king at Amboiſe, for ſo he conſtantly called the 
dauphin after his late violent attack. He ſent him 


his hounds, and his hawks. He bid all thoſe that 
came to ſee him attend upon the king, and adviſed 


added ſome maxim of government, which he deſired 
them to repeat to the dauphin. 
After his recovery from his fainting, he had his 


ealmneſs made thoſe about him imagine, that he 
might flatter himſelf concerning his condition. Roli 
his confeſſor thought it his duty to undeceive him, 
and let him know that he ought now to think. of 


The difficulty was how to declare it to him. His 
majeſty had often ſaid, that when they ſaw him ab- 
folutely in danger, they ſhould be careful not to pro- 
nounce the cruel word death, only make him under- 


ever at this time ſo careful in this reſpect. Olivier 
le Dain toek the office upon himſelf, and ſaid to 


phyſician Coittier; Sire, it becomes us to diſcharge cur 


man, . 
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man, nor in any thing elſe ; for certainly all is over with 
vou, and therefore think of your conſcience, for there is 
no remedy left. The king, without ſeeming terrified, 
barely anſwered, I hope that God wilt afſi/t me, for it 


may be Jam not ſo ill, as you imagine. HNMe then began 


to think more feriouſly than ever of his laſt orders. 


Conſtantly dwelling upon the dauphin and the ſtate, 


he adviſed that Des Querdes ſhould continue at leaſt 
fix months with the young king ; that they ſhould 


no longer think of Calais or any other enterprize that 
might rekindle the war in the kingdom, which ſtood 


in need of five or fix years of peace. He added, that 
what would have been very advantageous, in caſe he 


had lived, would become very dangerous after his 
death; that for this reaſon they ſhould not diſturb 
the duke of Britany. He then ſpoke of the count of 


S. Pol and the duke of Nemours, whom he had put 


fo death; and declared that he repented only for one 


of them; this *tis ſaid was the duke of Nemours, 


though in this caſe Lewis could have no occaſion for 


fcruple, unleſs concerning the form. Nemours was 


very guilty z but he was judged by commiſſioners, 


and thoſt, who had not joined in the ſentence of 
death, were diſgraced. FFF 

After the king had given his laſt directions, he 
required and received the ſacraments with reſigna- 
tion and refolution, making the reſponſes to every 
prayer. He gave orders about his funeral, and named 


thoſe who ſhould attend his body; in his laſt mo- 


ments he ceaſed not to repeat, Our lady of Embrun, 


my good miſtreſs, aſſiſt me. Miſericordias domini in 


 &ternum cantabo. He ſaid, that through the devo- 


tion he had paid to the Virgin he hoped he ſhould 
not die till ſaturday; a circumſtance which was ta- 
ken notice of, becauſe it was confirmed by the event. 


In ſhort, Lewis XI. died on ſaturday the Zoth of 


Auguſt about ſeven o'clock in the evening, and eight 


days after was interred at Cler rx. 


The 
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The fame of the death of eminent princes is gene- 
rally ſpread abroad before it happens; and when 'tis 
certain, mankind ſcarce dare to give credit to it; 
they queſtion it a while, are fearful-of falling under 
ſuſpicion by manifeſting the impreſſion ĩt makes upon 
them, and wait in ſilence for the judgment of the 
publick. This was preciſely the cafe upon the firſt 
news of the death of Lewis; but when it: was con- 
firmed, the conſternation beeame general ; they 
knew not as yet whether to lament or rejoice, to 
hope or fear; thoſe who thought themſelves deli- 
vered from an abſolute and terrible maſter, could not 
diſown but they had alfo loſt a defender. | 
cl etobs ind bf Lawb XI, aprini wont MM 
always be famous in our hiſtory, beloved by the peo- | 
ple, hated by the great men, formidable to his ene- 
mies, and reſpected by all Europ. 
Lewis created two parliaments, that of Bourdeaux 
in 1462. and that of Dijon on the 18th of March 
1475. He ordered by his will that the lord and lady 
of Beaujeu ſhould have the guardianſhip of Charles 
VIII. They ſordeſervedly anſwered the confidence 
placed in them by the king, that the ſtates of the 
kingdom aſſembled at Tours in 1484, made them 
their acknowledgments, confirmed the guardianſhip 
to them, and notwithſtanding the cabals of the duke 
of Orleans, gave them the principal authority in the 
government. At this time the ſtates proceeded nei- 
ther out of fear nor weakneſs; it was ſo little out of 
regard to the memory of Lewis, that they propoſed 
do reſtore every thing beſides to the ſame ſtate they 
were in under Charles VII. As Lewis XI. bad ne- 
ver placed any confidence in the queen, he never 
ſuffered her to interfere' in* matters of buſineſs, and 
only ſaw her to have children by her. He ordered 
upon his death- bed that ſhe ſhould remain like an 
exiled woman in the caſtle of Loches. Tis pro- 
bable, the lady of Beaujeu would have found it dif- 
* 5 N n 
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ficult how to have acted, between the reſpect ſhe 
owed to her mother, and the obedience ſhe owed to 
the king-her-father3- but the queen died within a few- 
months after the king ; worthy the lamentations of 
the court, if virtue was lamented there. 
All I have now left is to relate certain particulars. 
of the private life of Lewis XI. which the order and 
connexton of facts would not allow me to t in 
the body of his hiſtory. 
This prince is the firſt of our kings ho intro- | 
duced, or at leaſt carried very far; the cuſtom of eat- 
ing in publick with his ſubjects; one of his greateſt 
expences was that of his table. His favourites were 
_ uſually dreſſed like. himſelf, and habitually admitted 
to his table and his bed. This laſt uſage was long 
kept up in France, even among our kings. The 
beſt reception a man could give to his Sueſt, was to 
give him a part of his bed. | 
Lewis XI. ever greedy after inſtruction, "EY 
the foreigners to his table,. from. whom he hoped to 
gain any uſeful knowledge; he even admitted tradeſ- 
men thither, who could give him any inſight into 
commerce. He choſe the freedom of a meal to en- 
gage them to ſpeak with the greater confidence. A 
tradeſman, whoſe name was Maitre-Jean, mifted by 
the king's civilities towards him, who often made 
him fit down to table with him, thought proper to 
deſire his majeſty. to make him a- gentleman. The. 
King accordingly granted him his requeſt; but when 
this new gentleman appeared next at court, his ma- 
jeſty deſignedly took no notice of him. Maitre- Jean 
. furprized not to find himſelf received. in the ſame. 
manner as before, complained of it. Go, go, Mr. 
gentleman, ſays the king to him, when I made you fit 
down with me at my table, I conſidered yon as the firſt: 
perſon of your rant; but as now you are the laſt, T ſhould 
do an injury to others, if I ſhewed you the ſame favour. 


Lewis XI. was minded to pay an honourable: regard 
age 
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to all thoſe, who were diſtinguiſhed in their ſtation ; hl 
and would have them learn not to be aſhamed of it, fi 
when themſelves were an honour-to it. | I 
He would fometimes go from houſe to houfe to if 
dine and ſup with the citizens. He enquired into Fi 
their affairs, interpoſed in their marriages, ang 14 
would be godfather to their children. He would, 0 


become a member in the fraternities of the very me- 
cCchanicks, and would ſay to thoſe who reproached- 
him with not paying a ſufficient regard to his dinity,. 
that when pride leads the way, ſhame and loſs follow - 
cloſe behind, He was much delighted with a repar- 
tee, One day he went into the kitchen, and asked 
a lad that was turning the ſpit, who he was. The 
boy, who did not know the king, told him his name 
was Berruyer, that his poſt was not a very high one, 
and yet he got as much as the king. Well, and what © 
does the king get, cried Lewis. His expences, anſwered 
the child, which-he has from God, as I have mine from 
the king, Lewis took Berruyer out of the kitchen, 
and gave him a place in. the chamber, where he 
afterwards gained a large fortune, "Rn 
Lewis did not take it amiſs, that others ſhould 
joke with him, Breze faid to him one day, equi- 11 
vocating according to the taſte of thoſe times, that 10 
his horſe was the frongeſt in the world, as it carried al 
the king and his council. 5 = 9 
Lewis one day meeting the biſhop of Chartres 14 
upon a horſe richly capariſoned, ſaid to him, N 
biſhops formerly did not go in that manner. No, fir, Fl 
replied the biſhop, not when kings were ſhepherds, || 
This reply pleaſed the king. 4 
Philip de Crevecceur lord of Querdes made a ſtill. Fl 
bolder reply. He had paſſed from the ſervice of ol 
Burgundy into that of France. As he had re- al 
ceived conſiderable ſums for the execution of ſeveral I 
enterprizes, the king required him to give an account 
how he had laid: out the money, Des Querdes ſet © 
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down: ſeveral articles, ſo that the diſburſement ex- 


ceeded the receipt. Lewis not finding the account 
exact, would have had every article examined and 
enquired into. Des Querdes vexed at ſo particular 


an enquiry, Sire, ſays he, I have purchaſed with this 
money the towns of Aire, Arras, St, Omer, Bethune, 
 Bergue, Dunkirk, Gravelines, and a_great many others; 
F your majeſly wil be pleaſed to give me them back, I 
_ will return to. you all, the money I have received. The 
king finding. that. Des Querdes had thought fit in 
fome meaſure to be his own pay-maſter for the ſer- 
vices he had done, made anſwer, By the paſſover God, 
marſhal, tis better to leave things as they are. He loved 


to explain himſelf in a conciſe manner. Edward king 


of England having taken. into cuſtody his brother 
the duke of Clarence, who was charged with hold- 


ing intelligence with the ducheſs dowager of Bur- 


gundy, ſent to adviſe with Lewis XI. how he ſhould 
proceed. Lewis anſwered. him with. this. verſe of 


Lucan, | 
Tolle moras, ſemper nocuit differre paratum. 


Whereupon Edward immediately put his brother to 
F ON pos 5 ; 
The more Lewis XI. eſteemed 'men of courage, 
the more apprehenſive he was of loſing them. Ralph 
de Lannoy having mounted the. breach through fire 
and ſword at the ſiege of Queſnoy, the king who 


had been witneſs of his bravery, threw a chain of 
gold round his neck worth five hundred crowns, 
ſaying to him, By the paſſover Gad, my friend, you 
are too furious in the fight, we muſt” chain you; for as 


deſire to make uſe of you more than once, I am nat 
willing to loſe vou. The deſcendants of Lannoy have 
long bore a chain around their arms, in memory of 
this action. C 
As Lewis XI. eſteemed men of bravery, he could 
not bear to ſee them in the leaſt negligent of their 


duty. One day reviewing the gentlemen of his 


 houlſhole, 
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houſhold, and finding none of them in a military 


equipage, he cauſed a number of eſcritoires to be 


diſtributed amongſt them, faying, that as they were 
not in 2 condition to ferve him with their arms, 
3 ſerve him with their pens. i 
Lewis was a lover and protector of learning; he 
would have even applied himſelf to ſtudy by choice, 
if the diſcharge of his duty would have allowed him 
any leiſure time. He knew that talents, ſciences, 
letters and arts, are cloſely united; that they con- 
ſtitute the glory of a nation; and that in a mighty 


ſtate this glory is a real advantage, though the uſe- 


fulneſs of it may be hidden from the vulgar eye: 
He compared an ignorant man who has a library, 
to a man who. ſees not the load he has on his back. 

Lewis had always ſome Aſtrologers in his pay. 
His taſte for that ridiculous madneſs was rather the 
error of his age than of himſelf. Fhe narrower the 
mind is, the more objects it thinks it can compre- 
hend. Tis only by being enlightened, that it can 


arrive at the extent of its faculties, and learn how 


far the certainty of its knowledge can reach. 
Tis faid, that an-aftrologer having foretold the 
death of a woman whom Lewis loved, and chance 
having confirmed the prediction, the king ſent for 
him, and ſaid to him, Here, you who can foretell all 


things to come, tell me, when ſball you die. The aſ- 


trologer either informed, or ſuſpecting, that the 


king laid a trap for him, made anſwer, I ſhall die 


three days- before your majeſiy. The king's fear and 
ſuperſtition got the better of his reſentment, and he 
took a particular care of the artful impoſtor. _ 


It was a maxim with Lewis to ſhun diſtant wars, 


as being always fatal to France, He preferred a ſet- 


tled power to an extenſive dominion, The Genoeſe 


had ſeveral times ſued for the protection of France, 
and had obtained it:z, but their gratitude never laſted 
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longer than their neceſſities. After having ſeveral 


times taken and broken the ſame oaths, they offered 
to give themſelves up to Lewis, and acknowledge 


him for their ſovereign. You give yourſelves to me, 


5 wy to them, and for my part * you. 15 the 
Devil 


Nis faid of this prince, that finding a poor Prieſt 


aſleep in a church, he made him a canon; that there. 
might be one, of whom it could be 1. that good 


came to him while he ſlept. 


Lewis did ſeveral acts of charity, upon better and 
more ſerious objects than this. A poor. woman 


threw herſelf at his feet, complaining that they would 
not- bury her huſband in holy ground, becauſe he 
died inſolvent. The king told her, he had not 


made the Jaws, but he payed the debts, and ordered 


the body to be buried. 
As he was at prayers in a church, a poor ela 


man came and told him, that after having. already 


languiſhed in priſon for a debt of fifteen hundred li- 
vres, he was again going to be arreſted for the ſame 
ſum, which he was abſolutely unable to pay. The 
king paid it inſtantly, and faid to him, you came in 
a good time; it is fit that I. ſhould have compaſſion upon 
the miſerable, as I was defiring God to have pity upon 


me. Such actions as theſe as much deſerve a place in 


hiſtory, as the relation of a battle. 
I muſt. not forget an extravagant circumſtance, 


which ſhews how much men engaged in buſineſs of 


the greateſt conſequence, may fall into paſſions for 


trifles. Lewis kept in priſon, I know not for what 
cauſe, Wolfand de Poulhain, a perſon greatly attach- 


ed to the ducheſs of Auſtria, and refuſed to ſet him 


at liberty, unleſs the lord of Boſſu would give him 


certain dogs, which were ſuppoſed to be very good 


ones. Boffu would not part with his dogs; and the 


King, who had been fond of field ſports, and per- 


haps imagined they would ſtill be agreeable to him, 
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as he ſtudied all methods, which might draw him 


out of his languiſhing condition, and as I may ſay, 


take him from himſelf, (for this happened towards 
the cloſe of his life,) was no leſs poſitive, and ſaid he 
would not releaſe the priſoner. One would have 
imagined, that the diſpute had been about a matter 


of the utmoſt importance. At laſt however Boſſu 
conſented to give up his dogs, to procure Poulhain 


his liberty. But the king diſpleaſed, that they 


ſhewed him at firſt ſo little complaiſance, refuſed to 


accept of them, and would not let Poulhain be 


releaſed, ſo that he was kept a priſoner till the year 


After having. faithfully related the hiſtory of 
Lewis XI. it might ſeem uſeleſs to draw his cha- 
rater, as it cannot but be known from his actions. 
We have farther ſeen ſeveral particulars of his pri- 
vate life; ſo that the reader is actually in a condition 
to paſs judgment upon him. L cannot however ex- 

cuſe myſelf from examining the notion that is com- 


monly formed of him; and at the ſame time I ſhall 
attempt to give that, which ſeems. to me to follow 
from the facts above recited, without any regard to 
the received opinions, which ought never to preſcribe - 


againft the truth, | 


Lewis XI. is generally looked: upon as a great 


politician, and as very inſincere; qualities which 


are often confounded, tho' very different. He is. 
repreſented as a cruel prince, a bad ſon, a bad fa- 


ther, tyrannical towards his ſubjects, and treache- 
Tous to his enemies. Others who caſt: the-ſame re- 


proaches upon him, think to find an excuſe for him 


by making a difference between the qualities of a 


prince, and thoſe of a private perſon ;: as if the prin- 
Ciples of morality were not the ſame with all man- 


kind. I ſhall now diſcuſs theſe different points. 


I ſhall not be afraid to fay, that Lewis XI. was. 


not always ſo great a politician as is ſuppoſed. If by 


politician 
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_ politician. we mean a man who does nothing without 


deſign, Lewis was a great politician ;. but if by this 
term we mean:a man, who doing every thing with 


deſign takes alſo the juſteſt meaſures, we have many 


exceptions. to make to his conduct. 
Ihe changes he made in the miniſtry upon his 
coming to the crown, by turning out the old offi- 
ders of his father, brought on the war for the pub- 
lick good. He ſuffered himſelf. to be impoſed on by 


pope Pius II. in the abolition.of: the Pragmatick 


Sanction. He took. aigreat many imprudent. ſteps. 

The adventure of Peronne cannot be excuſed; 'He 
wanted to match the dauphin with Mary of Bur- 
gundy, and. neglected the marriage with Anne of 
Britany. He failed in ſeveral enterprizes, and ſome 
important negotiations; policy is never juſtified but 
by the ſucceſs; tis in general the art of. bringing 


on events; and thus, though we muſt place. this 


prince in the claſs of politicians, we may ſay that 


he was leſs able in preventing a fault, than in re- 
pairing it. 


It would be difficult to excuſe him always from 


the charge of inſincerity. We have ſeen him make 


_ oppoſite treaties at the ſame. time, in order to pro- 
vide himſelf with remedies to elude thoſe which 


were contrary to his intereſts. Tis true indeed, 


that his enemies acted in the ſame manner; but 


their being equally guilty will not juſtify him. Te 


princes of that age ſtudied only how to impoſe upon 


each other; the attempts of thoſe, who did not 
ſucceed, are buried in.oblivion ; whereas the ſuc- 
ceſſes of Lewis XI. made him be looked on as the 
moſt artful, though frequently he was only the 
moſt able. If leſs complaint has been made againſt 
the others, it is only that as they had otherwiſe 


no great talents, a leſs attention was given to their 
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The behaviour of Lewis XI. towards his father 
was extremely faulty, without being of any advan- 
tage to himſelf, The heir of the crown was a wan- 
derer and a fugitive, at a time when he ought to 
have ſerved his father againſt their common enemy, 
and ſecured a throne, which was one day to be his 
own. by | 
But if Lewis was an ungrateful ſon, I do not ſee, 
that we can juſtly charge him with having been a 
bad father. He was ſo concerned at the death of his 
eldeſt fon Joachim, that he made a vow never te 
converſe with any other woman but the queen, and 


it is ſaid, that he kept his vow, He had fix chil- - 


dren by Charlotte of Ys whereof three Joachim, 
Louiſa, and Francis, dyed before him; Charles, 


Anne, and Jane ſurvived him. We have ſeen what 


care he took of his natural daughters. The mar- 

riages of his two legitimate daughters do equally 
ſhew a good father, and a wiſe prince, 

Lewis foreſeeing that he ſhould die before the ma- 


Jority of his ſon, was careful to take ſuch meaſures, 


as might render his minority free from troubles. 


He married the princeſs Jane to the duke of Orleans 


the firſt prince of the blood, who by her virtues 
might oppoſe herſelf againſt the attempts of her huſ- 
band. In ſhort, the revolt of this prince would 
have been more dangerous than it was, if it had 
been ſeconded by an ambitious princeſs. It can- 
not but be owned, that though Lewis XII. was 2. 
good king, he had not been a faithful ſubjeR. 


There was therefore as much juſtice, as Dink of 


ſoul, in that beautiful expreflion he afterwards uſed ; 

a king of France does not revenge the injuries of the duke 
ef Orleans, Lewis finding in his eldeſt daughter a 
maſculine mind and fit for government, married 
her to Peter de Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu, and 


committed the guardianſhip of Charles VIII. to 


them * a diſpoſition the more diſcreet, as the 
lord 
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Jord of Beaujeu“ was too remote from the crown to 


lay claim to it; but was intereſted by his birth to 


ſupport it, as he could gain nothing, and might loſe 
every thing by the death of Charles VIII. 5 
Lewis XI. always expreſſed great tenderneſs for 


the dauphin. He had him brought up at Amboiſe, 
and for fear that too great an affluence of people 
ſhould ſpoil the purity of the air, he forbad the 


holding of either fair or market there. I will not 
deny. but the ſuſpicious diſpoſition of Lewis might 


have a great ſhare in the precaution he took to hin- 
der frequent approach to the dauphin, but he was 


no leſs careful of his preſervation, and was ſenſible 


that the tranquillity of the ſtate depended upon it. 
The popular report that Charles was a + ſuppoſitious 
child even proves how fearful Lewis was to loſe him, 


However, the dauphin's education was too much 


neglected. His highneſs's ill ſtate of health did not 


allow him to be fatigued with ſtudies, which are ra- 
ther conſecrated by cuſtom, than by any fixed uſe 
fulneſs; and yet though princes are rather formed 

to patroniſe letters than apply to them, they ſhould 

notwithſtanding have ſome degree of learning, that 
they may be able to patroniſe them with judgment. 
Lewis XI. perhaps was fearful leſt by enlarging the 


underſtanding of his fon he ſhould make him leſs 
tractable. It was not till towards the cloſe of his 
| 4 5 life, 


* The branch of Bourbon was younger than that of 
Orleans, Angouleſme, Anjou, Burgundy, and Alengon. 

+ Some ſaid, that Charles VIII. was the king's ſon, 
but not by the queen. Thoſe who have mentioned this 
pretended ſuppoſition of Charles VIII. ſuch as Haillan 
and Mathieu, agree that it was no more than a popular 
tradition. Tis alſo mentioned in a manuſcript of the 
Coiſlinian library, no. 2199 intituled, Remarques & par- 
ticularitis d'hiftoire. The author ſays, that he took his 
account from the trial concerning the death of Peter Lan- 
dais, which is among the papers of the family of Bourbon. 
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life, that he had him taught certain maxims 1 8 
for government. 

Lewis XI. is charged with having been vexatious 


to his ſubjects. This article deſerves to be examined. 
It muſt be owned, that he laid more“ taxes upon 


them than his predeceſſors. The queſtion then is 
how they were employed. His majeſty was always 


very averſe to pomp; his oeconomy was ſometimes 
too ſingular not to be + affected. His greateſt ex- 
pence was in hunting, of which he was fond to a 


great degree of jealouſy. His ſeverity in this parti- 
cular did not a little contribate to alienate from him 


the minds of the gentry, and occaſioned the ſpeech, 


which was then made, that it was more ann to 


kill a ſtag, than a man. 
His other pleaſures cannot have coſt him much. 
After he came to the throne, he had no miſtreſs 


whom he owned. And though it were true, as ſome 


pretended, that he had women ſometimes brought 
to him, ſuch as Huguette de Jacquelin, la Paſſefilon, 
Jane Baillette, Perette de Chilons and others; ac- 
cidental tranſgreſſions of this kind in a prince are leſs 
dangerous to a ftate, than if he ſuffered himſelf to 
be enſlaved by a miſtreſs. Lewis was never governed 


by the women; and thus they were never the object 
of his expences ; but he ſpent prodigious ſums in de- 


votions, at a time when his hauſhold was ill paid, 


and the country was deſolate through the exactions 


of the collectors of the taxes. He became profuſe 
upon very trifling occaſions, without conſidering 
that princes cannot give but at the people's expence. 
He proportioned his preſents leſs to the ſervices that 


were done him, than to the e that then pre- 


vailed 


* The taxes under "a Ks VIII. un to eigh- 
teen hundred thouſand livres; Lewis XI. carried them 
to three millions ſeven hundred thouſand livres. | 

+ In the accounts of his houſhold we find an article of 
15 ſols for two new lleeves. : 
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vailed with him; though to excite emulation, the 
gifts of princes ſhould prevent a demand, ſometimes 


even go before an expectation, and always exceed the 
merit. | 


The principal object of Lewis XIth's expences 


was the ſtate, whereof the charges were conſiderably 


augmented. His majeſty kept up neceſſary armies, 
fortified or rebuilt towns, ſettled manufactures, made 


Tivers navigable, built edifices, and gained his ene- 


mies by money, to ſpare the blood of his ſubjeQs. 


There were but two battles fought in his reign, that 


of Montlhery, and that of Guinegate. And yet he 


| gained more conqueſts by his policy, than other kings 


do by arms. He enlarged the kingdom by adding 
to it the county of Rouſſillon, the two Burgundies, 


Artois, Picardie, Provence, Anjou, and Maine. 


He reduced the houſe of Armagnac, divided that of 


Foix, humbled the great men, reſtrained their out- 


rages, and concluded with making a glorious peace; 


leaving at his death an army of 60,000 men in good 


condition, a train of artillery compleat, and all the 


_ ſtrong places fortified, and furniſhed with proviſions. 


In this portrait of the life of Lewis XI. we ſee 


nothing to deſerve the ſatires that were caſt upon 
him. Whence then could they ariſe? The reaſon 
ſeems to be this. | 3 8 
Lewis, to reſtore order, government, and juſtice 


in the kingdom, was obliged to make the great men 
return to their duty. Iis true, that in oppoſing 
the uſurpations and tyranny of private perſons, he 
carried the royal authority very far. There paſſed, 
as we may ſay, a revolution in the government. 
His majeſty ſeemed to pave himſelf a way to arbi- 
trary power; which made it be ſaid, by an expreſ- 
ſion which though popular was no leſs juſt, that 


| Lewis had made kings to be their own men; the people, 
however, atleaſt, were no longer ſlaves to the great 
men, and the latter ſpread the libels againſt his ma- 


jeſty. 
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jeſty. The duke of Alengon, notwithſtanding all 


his crimes, found an apologiſt, who contrived no 


other way of juſtifying him, than by breaking out 


into invectives againſt Lewis XI. Thomas Bazin, 


whom Lewis had drawn from obſcurity, and ad- 
vanced to the biſhoprick of Lifieux, and loaded with 
benefits, betrayed the confidence of his majeſty, en- 
tered into all the cabals againſt him, and at laſt 
quitted the kingdom to join with the enemies of the 


ſtate. He wrote a ſhort hiſtory, wherein he viſibly 


diſplays the hatred, which ungrateful men conſtantly 
take up againft their benefactors. 


The effects of paſſion "4 no leſs diſcernible in 
Amelgardus eanon of Li N 


Claude Seiſſel, biſhop of Marſeilles, wrote the 


apology of Lewis XII. with no other view than to 


fatter the hatred, which that prince bore to Lewis 


XI. This piece is no more than a ſatire filled with 


malicious interpretations and falſe allegations. Seiſ- 


ſel fays himſelf; that the judgment of the * publick 
was different from his own. We ſee at leaſt that 


the people thought themſelves happy in living under 


his reign, whilſt the great men treated him as a ty- 
rant for not ſuffering them to be ſo. 


It is extraordinary that thoſe who have fince 
wrote or given judgment concerning Lewis XI. 


have rather followed the authors above-mentioned 
than Philip de Commines, whom yet they acknow- 


ledge to be the beſt informed and moſt judicious 
writer of them all. I would not, however, abſo- 
lutely 11 85 the judgment of Commines concerning 


Lewis 
* Several perſons, ſays Seiſſel, 1 Fur in his time, 


Speak inceſſantly of him, and a him to the ſkies, ſay- 
ing, that he-wwas the wiſeſl, moſt powerful, moſt liberal, moſt 


valiant, and moſi fortunate prince, that ever was in France. 


' Theſe compliments are as much overſtrained, as the ſa- 
5 tyrs were extravagant. 
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Lewis XI. The encomiums he gives him ſeem a 
little too full of the reſentment he bore towards the 


duke of Burgundy, and Charles VIII. 


The principal error mankind are apt to fall into, 
in drawing the portrait of others, is to ſuppoſe that 
they have a fixed character, whereas human life is 
but a contexture of contrarieties; the more narrowly 
we look into it, the leſs capable it is of being defi- 


ned. I have related ſeveral actions of Lewis XI. 


which do not ſeem to belong to the ſame character. 


I do not pretend either to reconcile them, or make 
them capable of affording conſequences. The at- 
tempt would even be dangerous; as this would be to 


advance a ſyſtem, than which nothing would be 
more contrary to hiſtory, nor conſequently to truth. 
I have repreſented Lewis XI. as devout and ſuper- 
ſtitious, covetous and profuſe, enterpriſing and fear- 
ful, mild and ſevere, faithful and perjured ; ſuch i in 
ſhort as I found him upon different dernen 
There are notwithſtanding certain prevailing diſ- 


poſitions, which fix a character. That of Lewis XI. 
was to refer all to the royal authority. Whatever 
deſign he formed, whatever part he took, he never 
forgot that he was a King ; even in his friendſhips, 

he always placed a diſtance betwixt himſelf and his 


ſubjects. It was his favourite maxim, That he who 
knew not how to diſſemble, knew not how to reign. If 
my hat, he would ſay, knew my ſecret, I would burn 
it. Lewis might loſe the fruit of this maxim by re- 

peating it too frequently. Diſſimulation is never of 
greater uſe, than when a man is not ſuſpected of it. 


Lewis XI. might have drawn more advantage from 


it, if he had affected leſs the reputation of it. John 
of Arragon adviſed his ſon Ferdinand in a letter not 
to enter into a conference with Lewis; For know _ 


you not, ſays he, that the moment you negotiate 
with him, you are conquered? His diſſimulation 


ſometimes —ꝛ— into falſhood, * which it 
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is divided by a very thin partition; he too often in- 
troduced into policy the artifice, which ſeldom ſup- 
plies its place, and always debaſes it. 

Lewis had a ſtout heart and a fearful mind. He 
was provident, but reſtleſs; more affable than con- 
fiding; and rather choſe to make allies than friends. 
As he ſeldom ſhewed more reſentment for injuries, 
than gratitude for ſervices,. he puniſhed or rewarded 
as his intereſt led him. When he reſolved to puniſh, 
he did it with the utmoſt ſeverity, as the example 
was to be the principal object of the correction. This 
prince's ſeverity towards the cloſe of his life was con- 
verted into cruelty; he grew ſuſpicious upon very 
flight grounds, and the perſon ſuſpected immediately 

became criminal, He had iron-cages made to hold 
his priſoners, with enormous chains, which were 
called the kimg's cords. It is ſaid, that when any 
perſon accuſed was put to the queſtion, he would 
ſtand behind a ſcreen to hear the interrogatories. 
Nothing but gibbets were to be ſcen around his caſtle, 
and the places where he reſided were only to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by theſe frightful marks. 
Several writers ſpeak. of a great many executions, 
which were done in private by the provoſt Triſtan 
PHermite, whom he called his compeer. This 
cruel man was not contented with obeying his 
maſter, but executed his orders with a barbarous 
zeal, Lewis XI. may well be reproached for the 
favour and. familiarity, wherewith he honoured * 
this miniſter of his vengeance, whom he ſhould have 


looked 


I think it not worth while to recite the Rande 
3 ſtories told of Triſtin, ſuch as his putting a certain prior 
to death, whom he miſtook for another; or to mention 
the monſtrous mixture of cruelty and ſuperſtition charged 
upon Lewis XI. who is faid to have aſked leave of the 
virgin to put a particular perſon to death. 'Theſe vulgar 
Bories * not ſo much as deſerve a confutation. 


3 
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looked upon only as the neceſfary inſtrument of his 
juſtice. 
When Lewis XI. is blamed for employing per- 
ſons of low birth in bis ſervice rather than ſuch as 
by their extraction might ſeem to have a greater in- 
tereſt in the welfare of the ſtate; the cenſurers do 
not enough conſider, that as one of his majeſty's 
principal deſigns was to leſſen the power of the 
great men, it would have been inconſiſtent with his 
ſcheme to have depoſited his authority in their hands. 
And yet he employed a great many of them, and 
ſeldom made uſe of obſcure perſons, but when they 
were neceſſary to him, and upon occaſions, where 
he might diſavow them; but one fault he did indeed 
commit in the choice of his agents. As he ſeldom 
employed the fame perſon in ſeveral affairs, his mi- 
niſters wanted experience, which is ſometimes pre- 
ferable to capacity. 5 
Lewis, who was always diffident and frequently 
miſtruſted, was fearful in his deſigns, irreſolute in 
His projects, unſettled in affairs, but intrepid in dan- 
ger. Courage was natural to him, and he kept 
himſelf cool in the midſt of - perils. He could look 
death in the face, and feared the conſequences of a 
battle, only for the ſtate, When his majeſty was 
obliged to march with the duke of Burgundy againſt 
the Liegeois, the Burgundians could not but obſerve 
with indignation how much the impetuous courage 
of their prince was outſhone by the calm intrepidity 
of Lewis XI. Francis IT. duke of Britany was the 
only perſon, who not being able to diſown the pru- 
dence of Lewis XI. took upon him to queſtion his 
valour, by calling him in deriſion the coward king, 
*Tis thus that hatred ſeeks to confound the virtues of 
an enemy, with the vices which ſeem to have ſome 
outward reſemblance of them, _ 
Lewis did not begin to fear death, until his health 
Was FORO. He was then ſeized with a black me- 
3 lancholy, 
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lancholy, which preſented only the moſt frightful 
images to his view. His ſoul and body grew weak 
„„ 5 eee ee 
As to the devotion of Lewis XI. it was in gene- 
ral ſincere, thoꝰ oft made uſe of as a cloak to cover his 
deſigns. Devotion was the language of his age. 
Without being falſe, it was frequently joined to very 
depraved morals. Twas more common than in our 
days, but leſs bright and leſs pure. Lewis had 
more devotion than true religion and ſolid piety. 
He frequently fell into ſuperſtition, “ ſeldom into 

JJ E 

Lewis was a lover and patron of learning, and | 
himſelf a ſcholar. He founded the univerfities of 
Valence and Bourges. John Bouchet, author of ! 
the annals of Aquitaine, ſays of him, that he had j 
more acquired knowledge both in law and hiſtory, than 
the kings of France uſually had. Gaguin ſays, Callebat 

litteras, & ſupra quam regibus mos erat, eruditus. 

Commines confirms theſe teſtimonies. Lewis, 
ſays he, had a very different education from all the 1 
lords that I have ſeen in this kingdom, as they are only | 
brought 1 to play the fool both in dreſs and diſcourſe, | 
without the leaſt knowledge of letters, Commines ow | 

El | ——. ls 


* *Tis ſaid that Lewis one day ordering a prayer to be 
faid to S. Eutropius which contained a petition for the | 
health both of ſoul and body, he bad the prieſt who wass 
to ſay it to omit the words relating to he ſoul, for it 
would be enough for the ſaint to grant him bodily health, 
without importuning him about ſo many things. The 
like diſpoſition we find in a letter which his majeſty wrote 
to Peter Cadouet, the prior of Notre-Dame de Salles at 
Bourges; Maſter Peter, my good friend, TI earneſtly intreat 
you to pray for me inceſſantly to God and our Lady of Salles, 
that they would be pleaſed to ſend me a quartan fever ; for 


= Þ I hawe got an illneſs, which my phyſicians tell me, I can 
= never be cured of, till I have one; and when I have got it, 
4 wwill let you know immediately. LOUIS. 
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ther gives an high encomium of his majeſty, in ſay- 
ing, that he loved to enquire into and underſtand every 
thing ; he had words at command, and exceeding good 
natural ſenſe ;, a talent far more valuable than the 
Tciences, and without which they are of no uſe. 
I apprehend myſelf to have given the juſter re- 
preſentation of Lewis XI. as L have had nothing 
elſe but truth in my view. I have followed no ſyſ- 
tem. Thave thought it no contradiction or retraction 
to commend him for one action, and the next mo- 
ment blame him for another. A perfect prince is a 
beautiful chimera, which may find a place in a pa- 
negyrick, but has never exiſted in hiſtory. Lewis 
Xl. was far from being a prince without reproach.; 
few princes have deſerved ſeverer cenſures; but we 
may venture to ſay of him, that he was equally diſtin- 
guiſhed by his vices and his virtues, and that after 
all has been weighed in the balance, he was a King. 
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